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Summary

Collection Title:
Advertising contests, incentives, and premiums ephemera collection, 1880s-1950s

Creator:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
Advertising contests, premiums, and incentives are ways for companies to engage 
with new and current customers while also promoting their brands and products. 
This ephemera collection includes instructions, examples, and entry blanks from 
advertising contests, as well as catalogs, albums, and promotional literature for 
different premiums and incentives offered by various companies. Acquired as part 
of the John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
0.25 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.12084

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m15x6d

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Advertising contests, incentives, and premiums 
ephemera collection, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, 
Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection includes assorted ephemeral examples of instructions, entry 
examples, and entry blanks from advertising contests, along with catalogs and 
albums from various company premiums and incentive programs. Products and 
brands vary; examples include are National Oats, Quaker Oats (the Mother's 

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m15x6d


Guide to the Advertising Contests, Incentives, and Premiums Ephemera Collection, 1880s-1950s

Coupon Department), Sperry and Hutchinson green stamp catalogs, Globe Soap 
Company, Potax, and Dutch Pride Cigars.

Biographical/Historical

Advertising contests are a way for companies to engage with new and current 
customers while also promoting their products. Contests can be passive (e.g., 
enter to win) or participatory, soliciting slogans, jingles, testimonials, or other 
relevant submissions from customers. Companies in the United States have 
used prize contests as an advertising strategy since at least the 1900s.

Advertising incentives and premiums are offered by some companies to 
encourage and reward returning or repeat customers. Typically there are 
vouchers or coupons included in the packaging or product, which the customer 
collects to redeem for a prize or other incentive. Companies often give bigger 
prizes for more coupons, or for a complete set of tickets or vouchers. Examples 
of an advertising incentive or premium might include trading cards, Sperry and 
Hutchinson green stamps, or other collectible tokens that could be returned to 
the company. Many prizes were intended for women or children.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.
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Acquisition Information

The Advertising Contests, Incentives, and Premiums ephemera collection 
was received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as 
purchases through Ebay.com and AbeBooks in 2022, and from various sources 
as purchases in 2023. Some materials were transferred to this collection from 
the Advertising Collection.

Processing Information

Processed by Leah Tams, April 2023; updated by Meghan Lyon, January 2025

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2022-0071, 2023-0121, 
2024-0134, 2024-0042

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Researchers may also be interested in the following collections at Duke:

Pauline Thompson Advertising Contest letters, 1957-1959

Lillian and Carl Forsgren contest scrapbooks, 1936-1969

Hollywood Marvel Products Company Money-jig puzzle

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Premiums (Retail trade)
• Sales promotion
• Advertising and women
• Advertising and children
• Coupons (Retail trade)
• Prize contests in advertising
• Advertising -- Cereals, Prepared
• Advertising -- Tobacco
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• Contests -- United States
• Sperry and Hutchinson Company
• Quaker Oats Company

Collection Inventory

Contests, 1890s-1950s
Scope and Contents

Examples of ephemera relating to contests offered to different customers or 
consumers. These contests were sponsored by different companies or brands as 
part of their advertising campaigns.

Dutch Pride Cigars contest entry blank and 
instructions, 1952 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Instructions and an entry blank for a Dutch Pride Cigars contest. Contestants 
are invited to explain, in 25 words or less, why they like Dutch Pride Cigars. 
Their entry was judged on "neatness, originality of thought, sincerity of 
expression and compliance with the rules."

National Oats Jingle Contest booklet, 1909 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Booklet containing eleven example "jingles" for National Oats. The jingles 
are four-line rhymes and were used primarily for advertising on streetcars. 
Booklet also includes instructions for entering the jingle contest, as well as 
an entry blank to mail in.

Obsequio de la case preparadora del Ceregumil 
Fernández (Fernández & Canivell, Spain), 1929 Box 1

Language: Spanish
Scope and Contents

Souvenir booklet for a poster competition for Fernández & Canivell's 
vegetarian foodstuff; posters were displayed at the 1929 International 
Exposition in Barcelona.

Return to Table of Contents

Incentives and Premiums, 1880s-1950s
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Scope and Contents

Examples of ephemera relating to incentives or premium promotions offered by 
brands or companies to consumers or customers. Customers typically needed 
to purchase a certain quantity of the product, collect inserts or stamps from the 
packaging, and correspond with the company to redeem their prize or reward. 
Many of these were advertising aimed at children.

Alimentocios Potax: "Album del Buen Humor", 
approximately 1950s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Album volume produced by Spanish food company, POTAX, which produced 
dehydrated foods and extracts. Album has 356 calendar-style spaces for 
collectible cards, 192 of which have been pasted in by previous owner. 
Interspersed with advertisements for POTAX products. Illustrations by 
Joaquin Montanola and Mallafre.

Armour Soap Works booklet "Profit-Sharing 
Premiums for the home", 1916 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Presents offered for exchange of wrappers or labels include home goods, 
jewelry, children's toys, musical instruments, and other items.

Catalogue of Wheat Germ Free Awards, 
no. 3, Foulds Milling Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
approximately 1880s Box 1

Children's Missionary subscriber appeal, 1896 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Prizes awarded to existing subscribers for recruiting new subscribers.

Premium Advertising Association--National 
Premium Exposition Exhibitors catalog, 1940 Box 1

Premiums Given for Mother's Coupons, no. 13, 
catalog booklet, approximately 1930 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Booklet with selection of premiums offered for customers saving Mother's 
Coupons, issued for purchases of products such as Quaker, Aunt Jemima, 
Scotch Brand, and Mother's Oats. Contains photographs of prizes such as 
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kitchenware, home goods, toys, books, silverware, furnishings, and women's 
clothing.

S&H Green Trading Stamp Book, blank, for 
collecting stamps, 1909 Box 1

Scope and Contents

The Sperry and Hutchinson Co., New York City, N.Y. Also contains List of 
Tokens dating April 1 1909.

S&H Green Stamp Premiums catalogue, 1930 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Issued by Sperry and Hutchinson, New York City, N.Y. Catalog contains 
photographs of home goods, furniture, kitchenware, dishes, toys, luggage, 
and other premiums.

Shredded Wheat booklet offering "Money for 
the kiddies; Health for everybody", 1929 Box 1

The Globe Soap Company Complete Premium 
Catalogue, 1910 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Premium catalog for the "Three Great Soaps": Grandma's Borax Powdered 
Soap, Pearl Soaps, and Export Borax Soap. Includes images of the Globe 
Soap factory in Cincinnati and some loose coupons.

Return to Table of Contents
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