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Collection Title:
Aluminum Company of Canada. Tribute to James B. Duke, 1968

Creator:
Alcan Aluminum Corporation

Abstract:
The Aluminum Company of Canada (Alcan) was an aluminum mining and
manufacturing company originally founded in 1902 as the Northern Aluminum
Company. It is now part of Rio Tinto, headquartered in Montreal. James Buchanan
Duke (1856-1925) was an American industrialist in tobacco and hydroelectric
power based in Durham, N.C. and New York, N.Y. Collection consists of two
photograph albums presented by the Aluminum Company of Canada (Alcan) to
Duke University that commemorate James B. Duke's trips to the Saguenay (1915)
and Quebec (1925) regions of Canada and relate to Duke's involvement in the
development of hydroelectric power and aluminum smelting plants there. The
collection also includes a history of Duke's activities in the Saguenay region written
by T.L. Brock (Assistant to the President at Alcan), along with some pamphlets
about Alcan and the city of Arvida. Individuals depicted in the photographs include
Andrew Mellon, Arthur Vining Davis, Richard B. Mellon, and William States Lee
(J.B. Duke's hydroelectric engineer, designer of the Isle-Maligne and Beauharnois
power stations). Companies referenced include Aluminum Company of America,
Duke-Price Power Company, and Quebec Development Company.

Extent:
1.5 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.12029

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1m73d

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Aluminum Company of Canada. Tribute to James
B. Duke, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke
University.

- Page 3 -


https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1m73d

Guide to the Aluminum Company of Canada. Tribute to James B. Duke, 1968

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of two photograph albums presented by the Aluminum
Company of Canada (Alcan) to Duke University that commemorate James B.
Duke's trips to the Saguenay (1915) and Quebec (1925) regions of Canada
and relate to Duke's involvement in the development of hydroelectric power
and aluminum smelting plants there. The collection also includes a history of
Duke's activities in the Saguenay region written by T.L. Brock (Assistant to
the President at Alcan), along with some pamphlets about Alcan and the city
of Arvida. Individuals depicted in the photographs include Andrew Mellon,
Arthur Vining Davis, Richard B. Mellon, and William States Lee (J.B. Duke's
hydroelectric engineer, designer of the Isle-Maligne and Beauharnois power
stations). Companies referenced include Aluminum Company of America, Duke-
Price Power Company, and Quebec Development Company..

Biographical/Historical

James Buchanan Duke (1856-1925) was an American industrialist in tobacco
and hydroelectric power. Duke was born near Durham, N.C. He and his brother
Benjamin inherited a tobacco company that formed the American Tobacco
Company in 1890. Antitrust litigation forced the company to split in 1906

into four smaller companies: Liggett & Myers, P. Lorillard, R.]. Reynolds,

and American Tobacco Company. Around 1900, Duke formed the American
Development Company which established the Catawba Power Company in 1904
and the Southern Power Company in 1905. Southern Power renamed as Duke
Power in 1924 and merged with PanEnergy in 1997 to form Duke Energy. Duke
died in New York in 1925 was interred in Duke University Memorial Chapel in
Durham, N.C.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James Buchanan Duke

Charles Martin Hull (1863-1914) was a co-discoverer of a process for smelting
aluminum from bauxite ore. He established the Pittsburgh Reduction Company
in Pittsburgh in 1888, which expanded to plants in New Kensington, Pa. and
Niagara Falls. Pittsburgh Reduction renamed as Aluminum Company of America
in 1907. In 1900 the company established a hydroelectric and smelting plant

at Shawinigan Falls in Quebec. In 1902 the plant was named the Northern
Aluminum Company Limited, which renamed as Aluminum Company of Canada
in 1925.
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Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcan

In 1912 James B. Duke traveled to the Pacific Northwest to inspect sites for
developing hydroelectric power plants. The Quebec Development Company
Limited was established in 1913, with Duke as majority shareholder, acquired
water-power rights along the Saguenay River. The Price Brothers Limited,
headed by Sir William Price (1867-1924) controlled much of the land access
and timber rights in the area. Price worked with the local officials to secure
necessary permits and in 1923 a partnership, the Price-Duke Power Company,
was formed. Price-Duke merged with Aluminum Company of Canada in 1925
and was bought out by Alcan's parent, the Aluminum Company of America, in
1926.

Source: http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/price william 15E.html
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive

Duke University

Durham 27708

askRL@duke.edu

URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations,
Permissions, and Copyright guide.
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Acquisition Information

The Aluminum Company of Canada. Tribute to James B. Duke was received by
the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from the
Aluminum Company of Canada, Ltd. in 1968.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, Oct. 2022.
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Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Rubenstein Library collections:
Benjamin Newton Duke papers;

Chester R. Middlesworth Awards records;

Doris Duke papers;

Duke Endowment archives;

George Garland Allen papers;

James Buchanan Duke papers;

Leo Burnett Company. Project British Columbia report;

William Robertson Perkins papers;

William States Lee papers.
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Names and Subjects

* Hydroelectric power plants -- Canada -- Design and construction
* Hydroelectric power plants -- QuA©bec (Province)
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Water-power

Davis, Arthur Vining, 1867-1962

Lee, William States, 1872-1934
Aluminum Company of America -- History

Collection Inventory

Photographic record of the historic visit of James
Buchanan Duke to the Saguenay Region of
Canada, June 1915, 1968 Box 1

Visit of James Buchanan Duke and fellow
directors of the Aluminum Company of America
to their Quebec operations, July 1925, 1968 Box 1

James Buchanan Duke and the Saguenay region
of Canada, 1968 Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders
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