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Summary

Collection Title:
Lisa Unger Baskin collection on women's societies and organizations, 1840s-1946

Creator:
Baskin, Lisa Unger, former owner

Abstract:
Collection contains examples of printed materials and ephemera documenting 
women's participation and engagement with different sorts of clubs, organizations, 
and societies, mainly in the United States and Great Britain in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth century. A wide range of materials are present, including peace 
societies and conventions, labor unions, socialism, entertainment and cultural 
activities, charities and community work and fundraising, and missionary support.

Extent:
0.5 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11150

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m19b28

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Lisa Unger Baskin Collection on Women's Societies 
and Organizations, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, 
Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

This collection was acquired and assembled by Lisa Unger Baskin. It 
contains examples of printed materials and ephemera documenting women's 
participation and engagement with different sorts of clubs, organizations, 
and societies, mainly in the United States and Great Britain in the late 
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nineteenth and early twentieth century. A wide range of materials are present, 
including documents relating to peace societies and conventions, labor unions, 
socialism, entertainment and cultural activities, charities and community work, 
fundraising, and missionary support.

There are some manuscript or annotated printed items, such as personalized 
invitations, but the bulk of the collection consists of formats and items mass 
printed and distributed.

Biographical/Historical

Lisa Unger Baskin, born in Brooklyn, educated in New York City public schools 
and Cornell University, is a political activist, book dealer, and collector. She 
curated the Phillis Wheatley 200th Anniversary exhibit and the inaugural 
exhibition at the Elizabeth Cady Stanton House, Seneca Falls Women's Rights 
National Historical Park. She is on the faculty of the Colorado Antiquarian Book 
Seminar and the board of the David Ruggles Center for History and Education. 
(Excerpted from: 500 Years of Women's Work: The Lisa Unger Baskin Collection 
exhibit catalogue, 2019.)

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are sorted into categories assigned by the archivist.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Lisa Unger Baskin Collection on Women's Societies and Organizations were 
received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a 
purchase in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, February 2022

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0050

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Related collections at Rubenstein Library containing ephemera acquired 
and collected by Lisa Unger Baskin include: Women's Education Ephemera; 
Women's Work and Domestic Arts Ephemera; Woman's Suffrage Realia and 
Ephemera.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Charities -- United States -- Management
• Women -- Societies and clubs
• Women in missionary work
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• Women -- Political activity -- United States
• Women musicians
• Peace -- Societies, etc.
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Veterans
• Nursing -- United States -- History
• Labor unions -- Political activity -- United States -- History
• Women -- Employment -- United States
• Women and socialism -- United States
• Women entertainers -- United States

Collection Inventory

Women's political, policy, and governmental or 
civic organizations, including abolition, peace 
societies, and prohibition Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of handouts, printed ephemera, and other items from 
organizations such as: Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, 
League for the Amnesty of Political Prisoners, American Association for Study 
and Prevention of Infant Mortality, Women's Tax Resistance League, Inter 
American Commission of Women, World's Woman's Party, Ladies of the Women's 
Peace Association Tokyo, the World's Peace Army, Vigilance Association for the 
Defence of Personal Rights, Yonkers Women's Liberty Loan Committee, and 
others. Includes an undated Notice: Anti-Prohibition Call for "all colored voters 
(men and women invited)" at the Federation of Labor Hall, called by Thomas Q. 
Morton. Includes a notice for the Fourteenth National Anti-Slavery Bazaar at 
Faneuil Hall (put on by the Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society, 1847).

Women's music, literary, and cultural 
organizations or clubs Box 1

Scope and Contents

Examples of printed ephemeral materials from cultural or arts-related clubs 
or councils, such as a souvenir pin from "Clara Butt's Joan of Arc Day in aid of 
the Three Arts Women's Employment Fund", "Women Through the Century: 
A Souvenir of the National Council of Women," Female Friendly Society, 
New England Women's Club, literary societies, ladies clubs, a printed fabric 
program from the Famous American Ladies' Orchestra, and some programs 
from assorted performances or readings.

Religious and faith-based organizations, 
including missionary societies Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Printed materials distributed from various associations relating to Christianity, 
churches, and faith-based missions. Examples include: American Missionary 
Association solicitation handout, which includes a printed image of the Woman's 
Ward of Brewer Hospital, the "Only Negro Hospital for Population of 135,000" 
in Greenwood, S.C.); Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts; American Board of Comissioners for Foreign Missions share certificate; 
Unitarian lecture programs; church aid societies and fundraisers.

Relief efforts, insurance, mutual aid, community 
groups, and charities Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes assorted examples of printed materials regarding financial and 
physical safety, as well as war relief efforts in both the 1800s and 1900s, 
such as: Woman's Benefit Association and other insurance circulars for 
women; Salem Female Charitable Society; United States Sanitary Commission; 
American Female Guardian Society and Home for the Friendless; Serbian Relief 
Committee; a letter signed by Queen Elizabeth R thanking Miss Louise Carse 
for her service in the Women's Land Army during World War II; the Salem 
Women's Indian Association constitution; and some materials from the Women's 
Relief Corps of the Grand Army of the Republic, including a ribbon with pin 
from an 1899 convention for the New York W.R.C.

Labor unions and organizing, specifically relating 
to women's employment, workers' rights, and 
socialism Box 1

Oversize-folder 2

Scope and Contents

Examples of printed and circulated ephemera from different labor unions or 
other organizing efforts relating to work. Groups include: American Negro 
Labor Congress; Women's Trade Union Association; Kora Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S.; 
Working Women's Protective Union; Socialist Party pamphlets; and reprints 
from the International Ladies Garment Workers' Union. Includes an undated 
Labor Day Souvenir postcard and some membership and dues cards for 
different local unions. Includes a bound program for a performance fundraising 
for The Conference on Unemployment Among Women organization, dated 1914 
March 18. The oversize folder includes a red bandana for International Workers 
Order Junior Section.

Women's exhibitions, parties, and social 
gatherings, including tickets Box 1

Oversize-folder 1

- Page 7 -



Guide to the Lisa Unger Baskin Collection on Women's Societies and Organizations

Scope and Contents

Admission tickets and invitations for various events and exhibitions, including 
dances, balls, parties, roller skating, and dinners. Includes a set of tickets 
dating from 1800s England.
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