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Collection Title:
Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture records, 1996-2011

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Creator:
Bitch Media (Organization)

Abstract:
In 1996, Bitch: Feminst Response to Pop Culture was created by Lisa Jervis,
Benjamin Shaykin, and Andi Zeisler. After having a hard time finding critiques
of sexism in pop culture in magazines and self published zines, they decided to
make their own. Their goals are to write about sexism in pop culture, propose
alternatives, and promote pop products that are pro-woman and pro-feminism. The
magazine's final issue was April 2022. The collection includes production records
for magazine issues, editorial correspondence, research files, meeting notes,
promotional and subscription material, audio cassette and mini-cassette tapes,
VHS tape, mini-disks, color and black-and-white photographs, negatives, color
transparencies, and t-shirts and tote bags. Acquired as part of the Sallie Bingham
Center for Women's History and Culture.

Extent:
13 Linear Feet

Language:
Material in English

Collection ID:
RL.00113

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1ms49

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture Records,
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University
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Background

Scope and Content

Chiefly production records for magazine issues, including drafts and edited
copy for articles, laser printer and resin-coated paper page layouts, and color
proofs. Includes editorial correspondence, research files, meeting notes,
promotional and subscription material, audio cassette and mini-cassette tapes,
VHS tape, mini-disks, color and black-and-white photographs, negatives, color
transparencies, t-shirts, and tote bags.

Biographical/Historical

In 1996, Bitch: Feminst Response to Pop Culture was created by Lisa Jervis,
Benjamin Shaykin, and Andi Zeisler. As feminists and pop culture addicts, Lisa
and Andi shared not only experiences as interns at Sassy magazine, but also
an interest in creative, humorous, and biting analysis of sexism in pop culture.
After having a hard time finding this in magazines and self published zines,
they decided to make their own. The goals of their magazine were to "point out
the everyday sexism of popular culture, propose alternatives, and celebrate
pro-woman, pro-feminism pop products." Bitch magazine includes critiques of
magazines, TV, films, advertising, and other pop culture areas. Also included
are new book and movie reviews and interviews with feminist "pop culture
makers" .

Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture was published by Bitch Media,

also known as B-Word Worldwide, a non-profit independent, feminist media
organization. In addition to publishing Bitch magazine, Bitch Media also
produced a podcast, Popaganda and Backtalk, and created a speaker series,
Bitch on Campus. The magazine's last issue was April, 2022, and Bitch Media
ceased operations in mid-2022.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
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Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Collection contains electronic records that may need to be
reformatted. Access copies of electronic records require special equipment.
Contact Research Services for access.

Access note. Collection contains fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Acquisition Information

The Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture Records were received by the
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2001.
Additions were received in 2002, 2003, 2007, 2008, and 2019.

Processing Information

Processed by Rachel Ingold, November 2008
Encoded by Rachel Ingold, November 2008

Accessions 2001-0240, 2002-0278, 2003-0266, 2007-0018, 2007-0192, and
2008-0256 were merged into one collection, described in this finding aid.

Accession 2023-0014 added by Tracy M. Jackson, July 2023.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book &
Manuscript Library.
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* Negatives (photographs)
e Feminism -- Periodicals
* Color transparencies
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Color photographs

Black-and-white photographs

Publishers and publishing -- United States -- Correspondence
Periodicals -- Publishing -- United States

Women's periodicals, American

Proofs (printed matter)

Periodical editors -- United States -- Correspondence
Audiovisual materials

Jervis, Lisa

Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
Bitch Media (Organization)

Bitch (San Francisco, Calif.)

Shaykin, Benjamin

Zeisler, Andi, 1972-

Collection Inventory

Accounting records, 1996 Box 1A
Subscription information, 1996 Box 1A
Correspondence, 1996-1997 Box 1A
Physical Description: 2 folders

Submissions, 1996-1999 Box 1A
Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture benefit

party invite, 1997 Box 1A
Press clips, 1996-1998 Box 1A
Research material and drafts, issue no. 1, 1996 Box 1A
Research material and drafts, issue no. 2, 1996 Box 1A
Drafts, issue no. 1, 1996 Box 1A
Drafts, issue no. 2, 1996 Box 1A
Drafts of Vol 2., No. 2 - Vol. 3, No. 3, 1996-1999 Box 1B
Galley of Vol. 3, No. 3, 1999 (Issue 9) Box 2
Drafts of No. 10 Box 2
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Scope and Contents note

Original folder lists this as issue 4.1 which is the same as No. 10.

Drafts of No. 11-12, 1999-2000 Box 2
Reader's letters, 1997-2001 Box 2
Color transparencies, 2001 Box 2

Cover wrappers of Vol.2, No. 3 and Vol. 3, No. 1,

1997-1998 Box 2
Issues of Vol. 1, No. 1 - Issue No. 14, 1996-2001 Box 2
Photos and negatives, 1996 and undated Box 3
9 cassette tapes and 7 micro-cassette tapes,

1998-1999 and undated Box 3
Resumes, 1996, and 1998-2001 Box 3
Subscription renewal and ad rates, undated Box 3
Research material, 1997-2002 Box 3
Printing estimates, 1998-2001 Box 3
Budget drafts - FY2002 Box 3
Clean copy of No. 11, 1999 Box 3
Submissions, 2000 Box 3
Drafts of No. 13-14, 2000-2001 Box 3
Corrected proofs, No. 14, 2001 Box 3
Clean copy, No. 14-16, 2001-2002 Box 4
Corrected proofs, No. 17-18, 2002 Box 4
Drafts of No. 15-16, 2001-2002 Box 4
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Scope and Contents note

Do not go by what is at the bottom of the proofs. Even though proofs say No.

15, articles were published in issue No. 17. Arranged here by what was actually

published.

Drafts of issues ranging from No. 16-21,
2001-2003

Scope and Contents note

Again, do not go by what is at the bottom of proofs. Arranged by what was
actually published and what corresponds to that issue/number.

Correspondence with distributors/publishers,
1996-2000

Insertion orders, 1999-2002

Reader's letters, 2000-2004

Pitches and research material, 2003
Design and layout, No.22-25, 2003-2004
Budget Sheets, FY2003-04

Shipping gallies, 1999-2002

Proofs, No. 22-23, 2003-2004

Proofs No.23, 2004

1 VHS tape, 1997

1 audiocassette tape, undated

5 minidisks, 2004-2006 and undated
Research material, 1995-1997, and 2001-2002
Lineups, No. 29-34, 2005-2007
Correspondence, 2001-2002

Pitches 2002-2003

Letters to the Editor, 2001-2004
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Slides, undated Box 8
2 Contact sheets from benefit, undated Box 8
Proofs, No. 25-28, 2004-2005 Box 8
Proofs No. 28-31, 2005-2006 Box 9
Proofs No. 31-33, 2006 Box 10
BITCHFest reviews, 2006 Box 10
Photocopy of first pass proofs of BITCHFest Box 10
Drafts of BITCHFest Box 11
First pass proofs of BITCHFest Box 11
Proofs of BITCHFest (first, second, and third

passes) Box 12
Laser prints of BITCHFest, 2006 Box 13
Photos from Vol. 1, No. 1, 1996 Box 13
Laser prints of Vol. 1, No.1, 1996 Box 13
Linos of Vol. 1, No. 2 - Vol. 2, No. 2, 1996-1997 Box 13
Color proofs of covers Nos. 8, 10, 11, and 14,

1998-1999 and 2001 Box 13
Laser prints of No. 14, 2001 Box 13
Transparencies, No. 17, Summer 2002 Box 14
Awards 1999, 2001, 2003 Box 14
Journal/meeting notes, 2001-undated Box 14
Correspondence, 2003-2008 Box 14
Cover art for Nos. 20, 21, 35, 36, and 41, 2003,

2007-2008 Box 14
Essays on feminist publishing, 2004 and undated Box 14
Layout, No. 29, 2005 Box 14
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Queries and pitches, 2006-2008 Box 14

Proofs, No. 35, Spring 2007 Box 14

Scope and Contents note

First folder contains pages of layout labeled No. 33. It is actually for No. 35.

Proofs, No. 35, Spring 2007 Box 15
Proofs, No. 37, Fall 2007 Box 15
Bear Deluxe No. 25, Summer 2007 Box 16

Scope and Contents note

Contains interview with Andi Zeisler and Debbie Rasmussen.

Clean copy, No. 38, Winter 2008 Box 16
Proofs, No. 39, Spring 2008 Box 16
Proofs, No. 41, Fall 2008 Box 16
Photographs, negatives, contact sheets, undated Box 16
Promotional material, undated Box 16
Research material, undated Box 16

Cover art and design, Nos. 20, 21, 31, 41, 2003,

2006, 2008 Box 17
2006 wall calendar Box 17
Poster from show and silent auction, 2007 Box 17
Meeting notes, undated Box 17

Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture records
Wieg}i)tsa]f%ﬁij%(())t]f ]B'%QE?ﬁ&%%&%%%&&gﬁé@%%op Culture records website

Digital Object: Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture records Twitter

Digital Object: Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture records Blog

Digital Object: Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture records website
Digital Object: Bitch Media website
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Scope and Contents

Includes harvests of several online outlets including the websites
bitchmagazine.org and bitchmedia.org, YouTube page, and Twitter page.

Negative transparency layouts, fundraising
progress banner, posters, Hazel Hall poem on
fabric by Anne Greenwood

Slides, contact sheet, and negatives

Bitch coloring book

Designs, sketches

Handwritten letters, postcards, notes

Promotional materials

Physical Description: 2 folders

Pencils and pen
Koozie and magnets
T-shirts and tote bags

Fontographer + mp3s

PETA Le Tigre - Bitch Magazine

Kiss My Tax Ad, possibly for issue 23

Hugh D'Andrade Bitch AD and WITCH tiff

Vivian Gornick

Guerilla Girls Birth of Feminism

Bitch PR/marketing 3/03, 2009 March 26
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Oversize-folder 1
Box 18
Box 18
Box 18
Box 18

Box 18

Box 18
Box 18
Box 19

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0001

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0002

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0003

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0004

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0005

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0006

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0007
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Paper Dolls Bitch cover raw files

Bitch images, 2005 February 12

Northern State images

Super Issue cover images

In the Spotlight, Clint Catalyst, Guinevere
Turner, photo by Dirk Mai, Hair by Lilian Kha

Yorkie Bar

Diane Dimasa Finals, L. Ablan

Art Show photos, sm[art] Big/Hi-Res, 2007

Art Show photos, sm[art] Small jpegs, 2007

untitled photo disc

Halloween photos

Please Don't Kill the Freshmen

b17 unused files 1

b18 unused files

Bitch Printed Collateral 2004 complete archive,
2004 December 15

- Page 12 -

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0008

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0009

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0010

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0011
Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0012

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0013

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0014

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0015

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0016

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0017

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0018

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0019

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0020

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL0O0113-
OP-0021

Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0022
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"America" cartoon by Jennifer Campbell

Octobriana Illos

Eve Ensler

Ruth Ozeki interview, 2003 January 06

unlabeled minidiscs
Physical Description: 7 items
minidisc

J. Barwick, 2011 March 17

Michelle/Jamison

Physical Description: 2 items
microcassette

Dessa, 2011 March 12

O'Leary Lalley

The Shondes SXSW, 2011
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Box 20 > Optical-disc RL00113-
OP-0023

Box 20 > Disk RL00113-ZIP-0001

Box 20 > Audio-disc RL00113-
MD-0001

Box 20 > Audio-disc RL00113-
MD-0002

Box 20 > Audio-disc RL00113-
MD-0003 - RL00113-MD-0009

Box 20 > Audio-cassette RL0O0113-
MCS-0001

Box 20 > Audio-cassette RL00113-
MCS-0002 - RL0O0113-MCS-0003

Box 20 > Audio-cassette RL0O0113-
MCS-0004

Box 20 > Audio-cassette RL00113-
MCS-0005

Box 20 > Audio-cassette RL0O0113-
MCS-0006
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