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Summary

Collection Title:
Bonnie Lee Black papers, 1931-2022

Creator:
Black, Bonnie Lee

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Bonnie Lee Black is a writer, editor, writing teacher, and chef who has worked both 
domestically and internationally. The collection centers primarily on her work as 
a writer, as a member of the Peace Corps in Gabon, as a professor in New Mexico, 
and as the creator of an economic development project in Mali aimed at teaching 
local seamstresses the art of patchwork quilt-making. Acquired as part of the Sallie 
Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture.

Extent:
43.25 Linear Feet
1.9 Gigabytes (3 files)

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11288

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1cc8h

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Bonnie Lee Black papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

The Bonnie Lee Black papers comprise personal correspondence, materials 
from her time working in Mali, teaching materials from her time as a professor 
at the University of New Mexico-Taos, documents from her experience in 
the Peace Corps in Gabon and Mali, and materials generated from four of 
her books: Somewhere Child, How to Make an African Quilt, How to Cook a 
Crocodile, and Jamie's Muse. Collection also contains her journals and planners, 
family photographs, and photos and documents related to Bonnie Lee Black's 
apartment in New York.

Biographical/Historical

Bonnie Lee Black spent 30 years as a writer and over 20 years as an educator 
both in the US and overseas. She has published three memoirs, Somewhere 
Child, How to Make an African Quilt and How to Cook a Crocodile. She has 
worked as a health and nutrition volunteer for the Peace Corps in Gabon. 
Subsequently, she pursued an economic development project geared towards 
educating Malian seamstresses about quilt-making. In 2001, she began her 
career teaching English and writing at the University of New Mexico-Taos. 
She retired in 2015 but continues to write books and post on her blog, "WOW 
Factor." In 2018 she published the historical novel Jamie's Muse.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Access restricted. Unprocessed accessions are closed until processing. Contact 
Research Services with questions.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that may 
need to be reformatted. Access copies of electronic records require special 
equipment. Contact Research Services for access.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are fragile audiovisual formats 
that may need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for 
access.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Processing Information

Processed and described by Laura Valentine and Megan Lewis.

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0160, 2018-0138, 
2022-0016, 2022-0185.

Updated by Leah Tams, March 2022, February 2023.

Acquisition Information

The Bonnie Lee Black papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from Bonnie Lee Black in 2015-2022.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Peace Corps (U.S.) -- Gabon
• Peace Corps (U.S.) -- Mali
• Cooking -- Gabon
• Higher Education -- New Mexico
• Quilting -- Mali
• Gabon -- Description and travel
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• Mali -- Description and travel
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Black, Bonnie Lee

Collection Inventory

Book materials, 1995-2018

Somewhere Child, 1981-1986

Book response/feedbank and distribution list, 
1981-1986 Box 26

Trip: Author tour, 1981-1982 Box 26

How to cook a crocodile: A memoir with recipes, 1997-2010

How to Cook a Crocodile, 2010 Box 7

Crocodile manuscript Box 10

How to Cook a Crocodile, a Memoir with 
Recipes, proposal Box 10

How to Cook a Crocodile, chapters reviewed 
by AULA mentors, 2005 Box 10

How to Cook a Crocodile manuscript, 2007 Box 10

How to Cook a Crocodile proposal Box 10

Book II - New York Times clips of relevance, 
2002-2005 Box 11

Book II - emails/advice/miscellaneous, 
1996-2007 Box 11

Book II - Christmas letters, 1997 Box 11

Book II - Chantal Chanson (puppets), 
1997-2004 Box 11

Book II - table of contents and chapter to-dos, 
2007 Box 11

Book II - foreword, 1998-2007 Box 11
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Book II - notes/drafts/letters, 1996-2006 Box 11

Book II - 1st drafts, 2003-2004 Box 11

Cover photos Box 12

Book II - Zimbabwe, 1993-2007 Box 12

Book II - Plus Belle, 1998-2007 Box 12

Book II - Women's Center, 1998-2007 Box 12

Book II - Lulu, 1998-2007 Box 12

Book II - Youssef, part 2 (photos, career), 
"Photographe", 1996-2007 Box 12

Book II - Compost Queen exposé, 1996-2007 Box 12

Book II - Vanilla Sister, 2001-2007 Box 12

Book II - Venez Voir, polio drive, 1998-2007 Box 12

Book II - notes, 1996-2007 Box 12

Book II - front and back matter Box 12

Book II - photos and miscellaneous Box 12

Book II - Crocodiles (research/theme), 2006 Box 12

Book II - Diner, 1997 Box 13

Book II - The Wedding Cake (Antoinette), 
1996-2006 Box 13

Book II - Rain/Heat, 1996-2007 Box 13

Book II - Mefloquine Dreams, 1997-2007 Box 13

Book II - Friday Night Brights, 1999-2007 Box 13

Book II - Gabon Garbet, 1996-2007 Box 13

Book II - OCTRA Classes, 1998-2007 Box 13

Book II - Mapping Africa, future plans, 
2001-2007 Box 13

- Page 7 -



Guide to the Bonnie Lee Black papers, 1931-2022

Book II - Love Letters, 1996-2007 Box 13

Book II - Exposés (Work), 2007 Box 13

Book II - break-in, 1997-2006 Box 13

Book II - Cooking, Youssef, 2002-2006 Box 14

Book II - Morgan, 1997-2007 Box 14

Book II - Bev/Church, 2002-2007 Box 14

Book II - Cancer scare, 2004 Box 14

Book II - Manioc, 1997-2006 Box 14

Book II - Sister Truth, 1998 Box 14

Book II - A thank you to Paul, 1997 Box 14

Book II - World Wise Schools, 1996 Box 14

Book II - The Still of the Night, 1998-2004 Box 14

Book II - Memba, 1996-2004 Box 14

Book II - Discovering Beans, 1998 Box 14

Book II - Pompano, 1995-2006 Box 14

Book II - Petit a Petit, 2005 Box 14

Book II - How to Cook a Crocodile, 2004-2006 Box 14

Book II - The Martha Stewart of Gabon 
(decorating), 1997-2004 Box 14

How to make an African quilt: the story of the Patchwork Project of 
Segou, Mali, 2000-2009

Quilting the Quilt, 2001 Box 4

Comfort Quilts, undated Box 3

How to Make an African Quilt, 2009 Box 4

Patchwork: a Memoir of Mali, undated Box 4
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Mali book - for final chapters, 2009 Box 5

Book III - Mali, Graduation, 2009 Box 5

Book III - Mali, Final Exam, 2009 Box 5

Book III - Mali, Patchwork Project, 2009 Box 5

Patchwork Project, 2000 Box 23

Jamie's Muse, 1995-2018

David Livingstone and other explorers 
(Scottish research), 2006-2009 Box 18

Ship: Journey from South Africa to Scotland, 
circa 2009-2011 Box 18

Scotland: J's early years, 2011 Box 18

"Stowaway" chapter, 2011 July Box 18

Leith (port), 1995 Box 18

Weavers chapter (Part 3: Helen's journey), 
2011 Box 18

Weaving, textiles, linen (J&D Wilkie Ltd.), 
2004-2011 Box 18

William chapter, 2011 November Box 18

William's art, 2010-2011 Box 18

"Married Woman", 2011 December Box 18

A smooth, oval stone (chapter), 2011-2012 Box 18

"Helen of Troy", 2010-2012 Box 18

Book promotion, 2010-2013 Box 18

Scope and Contents

Materials also relate to "How to Cook a Crocodile" and "How to Make an 
African Quilt" books.

Narrative arc for Helen manuscript, 2011 Box 18
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Book IV: Outlines and notes, 2004-2011 Box 18

Scotlands People family tree form, circa 2009 Box 18

Pop (memories, documents), 2009 Box 18

Ancestor veneration, 2010-2011 Box 18

Scotland and Kirriemuir: Helen's early years, 
2001-2011 Box 18

Scottish explorers, missionaries, and 
adventurers, 2010-2011 Box 18

Technology, 2009-2011 Box 18

Scottish food recipes, 2004-2010 Box 18

Scottish writers, 2004-2011 Box 18

Letters to Helen , 2005-2010 Box 18

Railroad: Scotland, 2006-2011 Box 18

Helen of Kirriemuir chapter drafts, 2011-2012 Box 18

"Natal", 2012 Box 18

"Return" chapter, 2012 Box 18

Horse chapter, 2012 Box 18

"John" chapter, 2012 Box 18

"Ship" chapter, 2012 Box 18

"Uncle Jamie" chapter, 2012 Box 18

"Stories" chapter, 2012 Box 18

"Themba" chapter, 2008-2012 Box 18

"News" chapter, 2011-2012 Box 18

"Kraal", 2009-2012 Box 18

"Rising Star", 2012 Box 26
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"Mission" chapter, 2009-2012 Box 26

South Africa: Zulu, 2009-2011 Box 26

South Africa: Natal and Boer War, 2004-2011 Box 26

Freemasons, 2009-2010 Box 26

Editorial notes for Helen manuscript, 2012 Box 26

Articles about Jamie's Muse, 2018 Box 26

Author tour: New York City and Kirriemuir, 
2018 Box 27

Return to Table of Contents

Peace Corps, 1991-2011
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials in this series are fragile audiovisual formats that 
may need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Peace Corps., 1994-2007 Box 1

General Correspondence from Gabon, 
1996-1998 Box 1

Correspondence with Marty Cooper, 1996-1998 Box 1

Correspondence from Marty C. from Gabon, 
1996-1997 Box 1

Letters to Heather from Gabon, 1996-1998 Box 1

Letters to Paul Matteo from Gabon, 1996-1998 Box 1

Gabon, Zimbabwe, Mali, 1991-2002 Box 2

Peace Corps., 1995-1997 Box 2

Peace Corps., 1996-1998 Box 2

Journals, 1996-1998 Box 2

Journals, 1997-2007 Box 2
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Correspondence from Mali, 2009-2010 Box 5

Correspondence after returning to the U.S. from 
Mali, 2000-2002 Box 20

Mali journals, 1998-2001 Box 20
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Bonnie Lee Black on Gabon, 2011 November 26 Digital-materials RL11288-
SET-0001

Folder 1 > Optical-disc 
RL11288-DVD-0001

Physical Description: 1.2 Gigabytes
1 file 
Scope and Contents

Includes 1 video file.

Return to Table of Contents

Writings and professional materials, 1977-2016
Scope and Contents

Access note. Some materials in this series are electronic records that may 
need to be reformatted. Access copies of electronic records require special 
equipment. Contact Research Services for access.

English and other course readings lists from 
Columbia, 1977-1984 Box 28

Commencement speech draft, 1978 Box 26

"Catering" play, 1985 May Box 28

Imagining Helen draft, 2012 Box 3

Progress logs, 2014-2015 Box 3

Blueberry Muffins, 2005-2006 Box 5

Puppets Box 5

Sweet Tarts for my Sweethearts - Sallie 
Bingham blog post, 2014 Box 5
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Ninth Annual Taos Summer Writers' 
Conference, 2007 Box 6

New Mexico Press Women contest, 2015 Box 6

Genre Writing Workshops, 2006 Box 6

Clippings and articles Box 6

Resumes and letters of recommendation Box 6

Notes, 2002 Box 6

Group topics, ideas, 2002 Box 6

Bakery, 2001 Box 6

Isabelle's "Morocco Saga", 2001 Box 6

Read it to the Mountain Box 6

Self-publishing and print-on-demand Box 6

Jonah Straus, literary agent, 2008 Box 6

Algonquin Books, 2008 Box 6

My Turn (newspaper column), 2008 Box 6

Dixon Studio Tour, 2002-2003 Box 8

Closing Time, 2008 Box 8

Quilting Box 8

Museum of American Folk Art, 2000-2001 Box 8

Antioch University MFA in Creative Writing, 
2004-2007 Box 8

Bread project, 1997-2007 Box 11

Mountains essay and Blood, 2005 Box 13

4th packet for Bernadette, 2006 Box 13

Sans Frigo, 1996-2005 Box 14
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Anthology - Never Too Late, Machete Lesson, 
1996-2003 Box 14

Remarkable Women of Taos - Book Box 16

Nonnie's favorite (easy) recipes - a legacy 
cookbook Box 16

Legacy Cookbook Box 16

Storied Recipes Cookbook Box 16

Chokecherries Anthology Box 16

The Year of the Blue Jay - an anthology Box 16

"Change of Life" Book of essays, 1996-1999 Box 26

San Miguel Storytelling Festival, 2016 
September Box 27

Bonnie Lee Black Consultation, DMA & 
Associates, 2010 March 18 Digital-materials RL11288-

SET-0001
Folder 1 > Optical-disc 

RL11288-OP-0001
Physical Description: 723 Megabytes
1 file 
Scope and Contents

Contains audio file.

Bonnie Lee Black Sample Rewrite: Bogolan, 
Dawn Marano & Associates Digital-materials RL11288-

SET-0001
Folder 1 > Optical-disc 

RL11288-OP-0002
Physical Description: .1 Megabytes
1 file 
Scope and Contents

Contains 1 text file.

Return to Table of Contents
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University of New Mexico-Taos, 2005-2010

English 323: Course at UNM Taos, 2011 Box 9

UNM Taos Faculty Orientation, 2010 Box 9

UNM Taos: English 223, 2010 Box 9

Creative Non-Fiction (CNF) 224, UNM Taos, 
2012 Box 9

Teaching and course evaluations, 2005-2006 Box 15

University of New Mexico Taos course 
evaluations, 2005-2010 Box 15

Student feedback, 2006 Box 15

Howl: The Voice of UNM Taos, 2010 Box 15

Return to Table of Contents

Photographs, scrapbooks, and textiles, 1985-2013

Photographs, 1985-2013

Photographs Box 8

Photo Album Box 16

Photographs of Bonnie Lee Black in Africa, 
undated Box 19

Travel photos, 1999-2000 Box 18
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Patchwork/Ty's quilt/Chez moi photos, 2000 Box 18

Mali photobook, 1997 Box 18

Mali and New Mexico photos, 2001 Box 22

Mali photos, undated Box 22

Peace Corps, Gabon photos, 1996-1998 Box 22

Patchwork Project photos, undated Box 22
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Peace Corps service, site visit photos, 1996 Box 22

Gabon photos, 1997 Box 22

Negatives, undated Box 22

Mali photos with negatives, undated Box 22

Zimbabwe photos, 1996-1997 Box 22

Framed photos of Bonnie Lee Black, undated Box 22

Mali albums, 1999-2000 Box 22

Dixon, New Mexico house and animals, 2008 Box 22

Dixon, New Mexico photos, 2006-2008 Box 23

Photographs, 1996-2013 Box 23

Photographs, 2001-2003 Box 23

Photographs, 1985-2004 Box 23

Luisa's wedding weekend, Washington, DC, 
1993 Box 23

Photos of Colorado, 2013 Box 18

Scrapbooks, 1986-1996

Scotland scrapbook, 1986 Box 19

Paris scrapbook, 1993 Box 19

Gabon scrapbook, 1996 Box 19

Textiles, 1999, undated

Printed t-shirt, "Pour une monde plus propre, 
Mali 99", 1999 Box 24

Quilted pillow cover in West African brocade, 
18" x 18" Box 24

Batik panel with African scene in blue, purple, 
and green, 35" x 52" Box 24
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West African woven indigo fabric panel, 40" x 
57" Box 24

Embroidered square, 4" x 4" Box 27

Purses and pouches made by Crochet Club in 
Mali Box 27

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

Printed materials, 1970-2020

Articles about Bonnie Lee Black, 1970, undated Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Includes Illustrated Life Rhodesia (August 12, 1970)

Somewhere Child unpublished proofs, 1981 Box 17

Somewhere Child with dust jacket, 1981 Box 17

Somewhere Child with presentation binding, 
1981 Box 17

Beard House news and magazines, 1990, 
1994-1995 Box 28

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Cooking newsletters, 1994-1995 Box 28

A Matter of Choice: 25 people who transformed 
their lives, 2004 Box 17

General

Includes "Machete Lessons" by Bonnie Lee Black

Under the Sun, volume XV, no. 1, Summer 2010, 
2010 Box 17

General

Includes "Weather Report" by Bonnie Lee Black

Alimentum: The literature of food, issues 5 & 
13, 2007-2012 Box 20
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General

Issue 5 contains "Pain Americain" by Bonnie Lee Black

Sweet Tarts for my Sweethearts, 2020 Box 27

The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom, 
2005 Box 27

Return to Table of Contents

Journals, 1978-2022

Journals, 1978 January - 1979 April Box 28
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Author tour travel diary, 1981 November Box 28

Journals, 1980-1982, 1986-1987 Box 28

Journals, 1985-1988 Box 28

Address book and planner, 1984-1986 Box 28

Bonnie Fare catering planner, 1988-1989 Box 28

Journals and notes, 1991-1995 Box 28

La Petit Pois journal, 1994 Box 28

Journal, 2001-2002 Box 20

Journals, 2002-2004 Box 29
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Planners and notebooks, 2002-2004 Box 20

Notebooks, 2005-2006, 2017-2018 Box 20
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Journals and dream diaries, 2006-2011 Box 20

Journals, 2008-2010 Box 20

Commonplace books, 2007-2020 Box 20
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Progress logs, 2006-2011 Box 20
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Progress logs, 2011-2021 Box 21
Physical Description: 9 folders 

Daybooks, 2009-2011 Box 21
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Daybooks, 2011-2022 Box 25
Physical Description: 11 folders 

Sketchbooks, 2014-2015, 2017-2021 Box 25
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

Personal materials, 1931-2021
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials in this series are fragile audiovisual formats that 
may need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Family photos, 1931-1970s Box 28

Photos in Maine, 1952-1953 Box 28

Christmas newsletter, circa 1950s Box 28

"Recording of mother?" tape Audio-cassette RL11288-
CS-0001

"A Tribute to Lee", 1984 Box 28

Scope and Contents

Photographs and remembrances of Emily "Lee" Ruth Black.

Emily "Lee" Black death, 1984 Box 28

Scope and Contents

Documents from the hospital and Becker Funeral Home related to Emily 
"Lee" Black's death and cremation.
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Important personal documents (photocopies), 
1966-2001 Box 18

New York apartment, 1978-1998 Box 28
Physical Description: 4 folders 
Scope and Contents

Includes lease documents, floor plans, photographs, and correspondence 
related to Bonnie Lee Black's apartment in New York.

Apartment photos, 1996 April Box 28

Whitney, 1977-1988 Box 18

Correspondence: Whitney, 1981-1986 Box 18
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Correspondence: Joe Brandine, 1997 Box 18

Personal correspondence: Mali, 1999-2001 Box 18
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Address book, blank cards, and letters, 2016, 
undated Box 27

Calendar, 2021 Box 27

Return to Table of Contents

Unprocessed Accessions
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Unprocessed accessions are closed until processing. Contact 
Research Services for more information.

Accession 2024-0123 Box 30
Box 31

Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Accession 2024-0123 is closed until processing. Contact 
Research Services for more information.

Accession 2025-0083 Box 32
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Return to Table of Contents
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