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Summary

Collection Title:
Nancy Blood papers, 1967-2001 and undated.

Creator:
Blood, Nancy

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Nancy Blood is a retired librarian (Durham County Library) and is also a feminist 
and LGBTQ rights activist. The collection consists of subject files of printed 
materials discussing women's health, employment, art, feminism, academics, 
motherhood, child care, birth control, and more, as well as several feminist 
publications and Blood's activism files. Acquired as part of the Sallie Bingham 
Center for Women's History and Culture.

Extent:
6 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.00121

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m19c7h

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Nancy Blood Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection contains materials related to women's and LGBTQ rights, as well 
as women in publishing. It consists of subject files about women's health, 
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employment, art, feminism, academics, law, motherhood, child care, birth 
control, and other topics. The collection also contains feminist publications, 
several of which were published by Whole Women Press, and one that is a 
collection of writings and art by incarcerated women in Raleigh, NC (Break de 
Chains of Legalized U.$. Slavery). Other materials in the collection document 
Blood's activism in Durham and the surrounding Triangle area of North 
Carolina, particularly with the Triangle Area Lesbian Feminists (TALF), the 
Durham YWCA, and other organizations. Her activism focused on women's 
rights, LGBTQ rights, and the rights of incarcerated women.

Biographical/Historical

Nancy Blood (b. 1948) is a retired librarian (Durham County Library) and is 
also a feminist and LGBTQ rights activist. She started Whole Women Press, a 
feminist publishing group, in 1976. Nancy has worked on publishing a number 
of feminist publications, including The Feminist Newsletter, Feminary, The 
Whole Women Carologue, and The Newsletter.

Source: Southern Lesbian Feminist Activist Herstory Project, "Nancy Blood" 
page (accessed February 29, 2024).
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
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the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Nancy Blood Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library as gifts from Nancy Blood in 2009 and 2023.

Processing Information

Collection cataloged from accession records.

Encoded by: Meghan Lyon

Collection reprocessed and new accesions added by Ofelia Lopez, September 
2023.

Accession 2023-0225 added by Leah Tams, February 2024.

Accession(s) described in this collection guide: 2009-0101, 2023-0095, 
2023-0130, 2023-0225.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Feminism
• Women -- Health and hygiene
• Birth control
• Child care
• Women's rights -- United States
• Women artists
• LGBT activism
• Women publishers -- North Carolina
• Women prisoners -- Civil rights -- North Carolina
• Prisoners' writings, American
• Prisoners as artists -- North Carolina
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Blood, Nancy
• United Feminist Front
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Collection Inventory

General Files

Assault line, 1973 Box 1

Bodies, 1967-1976 Box 1

Birth control, 1969-1976 Box 1

Childcare, 1970-1975 Box 1

Drama and media, 1972-1976 Box 1

ERA, 1976-1977 Box 1

Health, 1969-1975 Box 1

International Women, 1972-1974 Box 1

Law and Women, 1973-1977 Box 1

Man on Woman, 1969-1974 Box 1

Monographic Anthologies, 1970, undated Box 1

Psychology and Women, 1967-1973 Box 1

Public eye, 1969-1971 Box 1

Redstockings, Gloria Steinem, Flo Kennedy, 
1975, undated Box 1

Tracts, 1969-1973, undated Box 1
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Women's Centers, 1973, undated Box 1

Women and Socialism, 1971-1974 Box 1

Women in Academia, 1971-1974 Box 1

UFF (United Feminist Front), 1975 Box 1

Work Box 1
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Publications

The Newsletter

The Newsletter Vol VII Box 1

The Newsletter Vol VIII Box 1

The Newsletter Vol VI Box 4

The Newsletter, 1973-2001 Box 2
Physical Description: 8 folders 

The Newsletter, 1989-1990 Box 4

Feminary, 1977-1997 Box 2
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Volume I, October, 1981 Box 2

Volume II, October, 1982 Box 2

Volume III, October, 1983 Box 2

Volume IV, October, 1984 Box 2

Volume V Box 2

Procedures/History Box 2

Other Publications

Prison Book: Break de Chains of Legalized U.$. 
Slavery, 1976 Box 3

Scope and Contents

This book contains writings and art by women incarcerated in the women's 
prison in Raleigh, NC.

Prison Book Mockup Box 3

Prison Book photos, circa 1970s Box 3

Whole Women Carologue, 1974 Box 3
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Whole Women Carologue Mockup Box 3

Guide to Women's Publishing, 1978 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Book by Polly Joan and Andrea Chesman.

Crazy Quilt: Poems by Susan Wood-Thompson, 
1980 Box 3

Sign Language, 1978 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 copies 
Scope and Contents

Book by Monica Raymond.

Sinister Wisdom, 1976-1978 Box 3

Sleeping Beauty: A Lesbian Fairytale, 1978 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 copies 

Return to Table of Contents

TALF and Activism

TALF and activism files, 1975-1999 Box 3
Physical Description: 21 folders 
Scope and Contents

Yearly activism files, which typically include correspondence, newsletters, 
and event information from various women's rights groups.

TALF Discussion Group, 1976-1977 Box 3

Women in Print Conference, 1976 Box 3

Lavender Triangle, 1969-1990 Box 3

Interview with Nancy Blood, 1991 Box 3

Triangle Women's Union Box 3

LGBTQ Timeline Box 3
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Mayor Wib Gulley proclamation and recall, 
Library exhibit, 1986 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Materials related to Mayor Gulley's anti-discrimination proclamation and the 
subsequent campaign to recall him. Also includes photographs and an article 
about a related LGBTQ display at the Durham library. Photos include Nancy 
Blood (short hair) and Joanne Abel (long hair).

Protest photograph, 1975 Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Photograph of a protest against the treatment of incarcerated women in 
Raleigh, 1975.

Return to Table of Contents
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