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Summary

Collection Title:
Rosa Bonheur Papers, 1861-1897

Creator:
Bonheur, Rosa

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Rosa Bonheur was a nineteenth century French painter and sculptor. The collection 
consists of examples of Bonheur's correspondence, including one letter referencing 
her painting and her partner, Nathalie. Acquired as part of the Lisa Unger Baskin 
Collection in the Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture.

Extent:
1.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in French.

Collection ID:
RL.12060

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m18t7p

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Rosa Bonheur Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of some examples of correspondence sent by Rosa Bonheur, 
to friends and admirers. The letters tend to be brief and routine, typically 
conveying her thanks for the correspondent's initial letter.
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Biographical/Historical

Rosa Bonheur (1822-1899) was a French painter and sculptor, particularly 
known for paintings of animals. She and her partner, Nathalie Micas, lived 
openly as lesbian companions. Bonheur was also known for wearing men's 
clothing due to its practicality and convenience for her work painting animals.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Rosa Bonheur Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library as a purchase from Lisa Unger Baskin in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, Dec. 2022

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0050-LUBMSS555, 
015-0050-LUBMSS564, 015-0050-LUBMSS568.
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Related Materials

Related Material

There are some portraits of Rosa Bonheur in the Lisa Unger Baskin collection of 
portraits and images of women collection.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Women artists
• Authors, French -- 19th century -- Correspondence
• Painters -- France
• Baskin, Lisa Unger, former owner
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Collection Inventory

Bonheur to Monsieur, mounted letter with small 
portrait, 1861 February 19 Box 1 > Folder 1

Bonheur to Madame Sabine, 1866 May 3 Box 1 > Folder 2

Scope and Contents

Bonheur writes in French of mutual friends' health and activities, including 
the Carvalets and "our brother Auguste". She also discusses a new painting of 
lambs she has begun. In closing the letter she mentions that Nathalie sends 
greetings and is still ill.

Bonheur to Monsieur, 1881 October 16 Box 1 > Folder 2
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Scope and Contents

Letter in French to unidentified artist who had asked to meet. Bonheur writes 
that she would be happy to meet, but that she is currently traveling between 
Paris and Nice.

Bonheur to Monsieur Herrmann Leone, Rue de la 
Paix, Paris, 1897 July 14 Box 1 > Folder 2

Scope and Contents

Letter in French to Leone thanking him for his visit to one of her exhibitions.

- Page 6 -


	Title Page
	Summary
	Biographical/Historical
	Scope and Content
	Administrative Information
	Related Materials
	Names and Subjects
	Collection Inventory

