
Guide to the Amy Morris Bradley 
Papers, 1806-1921 (bulk 1841-1921)
This collection guide was produced in December 2012.
This PDF version was created on April 2, 2026.

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Some materials and descriptions may include offensive content.  More info

mailto:askRL@duke.edu
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
https://library.duke.edu/about/statement-potentially-harmful-language-library-descriptions


Guide to the Amy Morris Bradley Papers, 1806-1921 (bulk 1841-1921)

Table of Contents

Summary    ....................................................................................................................    3
Background    ................................................................................................................    4
Arrangement    ..............................................................................................................    5
Administrative Information  .......................................................................................    5
Names and Subjects    ..................................................................................................   6
Collection Inventory    ..................................................................................................    6

Correspondence and related materials  ...................................................................  6
Bound volumes    ........................................................................................................    8
Photographs and prints   ...........................................................................................    9

- Page 2 -



Guide to the Amy Morris Bradley Papers, 1806-1921 (bulk 1841-1921)

Summary

Collection Title:
Amy Morris Bradley papers, 1806-1921, 1841-1904

Creator:
Bradley, Amy Morris

Abstract:
Amy Morris Bradley was a white nurse and agent of the U.S. Sanitary Commission 
during the Civil War as well as an educator in Maine, 1840s-1850s, and 
Wilmington, N.C., 1865-1890s. This collection comprises correspondence, diaries, 
record books, and photographs documenting Bradley's family life and teaching in 
Maine during the 1840s, her travels throughout the South and Costa Rica in the 
1850s, her duties as a nurse at several U.S. Sanitary Commission convalescent 
camps during the Civil War, and her post-war work in Wilmington, N.C., where she 
founded free schools for white children in 1866 and 1872 under the auspices of the 
Soldiers' Memorial Society and worked as an administrator in the public school 
system until 1891. The collection includes two salted paper prints and several 
albumen photographs of Civil War relief camps, some by noted photographer 
Alexander Gardner.

Extent:
3 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.10004

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1x011

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Amy Morris Bradley papers, David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

This collection comprises correspondence, diaries, record books, and 
photographs documenting Bradley's family life and teaching in Maine during 
the 1840s, her travels throughout the South and Costa Rica in the 1850s, her 
duties as a nurse at several U.S. Sanitary Commission convalescent camps 
during the Civil War, and her post-war work in Wilmington, N.C., where she 
founded free schools for white children in 1866 and 1872 under the auspices 
of the Soldiers' Memorial Society and worked as an administrator in the public 
school system until 1891. The collection includes two salted paper prints and 
several albumen photographs of Civil War relief camps, some by photographer 
Alexander Gardner.

Biographical/Historical

Amy Morris Bradley was born in East Vassalboro, Maine on September 12, 
1823, the youngest of several children. In 1840, she began work as a school 
teacher, first in her hometown and later in Charlestown and East Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. After several years of suffering from respiratory illness, she 
elected to leave New England in late 1853 for San Jose, Costa Rica, where she 
served as a governess and teacher. She established the first English-langauge 
school in Central America and taught there for three year, returning to the 
states in 1857 when her elderly father fell ill. After his passing she relocated to 
the Boston area where she served as a translator.

The day after the first Battle of Bull Run, on July 22, 1861, Bradley wrote to 
George Brickett, the acting surgeon for the Third Maine Regiment, volunteering 
her services. She began employment as his field nurse in late August 1861, 
and by October was serving under him as matron of the regiment for the Fifth 
Maine. The following spring she joined the U.S. Sanitary Commission, serving 
on transport boats and later running a home for invalid soldiers in Washington, 
DC. From Decemer 17, 1862 to September 12, 1865, Bradley served as a special 
relief agent at the Convalescent Camp in Alexandria, Virginia. She served for 
the entire life of the camp, arriving before the barracks had been erected and 
remaining until the hospital was decommissioned.

Following the war, the Soldier's Memoiral Society and the American Unitarian 
Association recruited Bradley for missionary work in Wilmington, North 
Carolina. Once there, she determined the greatest need was for a school for 
poor white children, which she opened in January 1867 to three children. Within 
a week, more than sixty had enrolled. Bradley founded a number of schools 
over the next few years. Within five years, Bradley with support from Boston 
philantropist Mary Tileston Hemenway raise the funds necessary to construct a 
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modern school building. Opened in 1872 and known as the Tileston School, this 
was the first free public school in Wilmington. Bradley continued to teach there 
until 1891. She passed away on January 15, 1904, in her small cottage located 
on the school's grounds.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into the following series: Correspondence and related materials, Bound 
volumes, and Photographs.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Acquisition Information

The Amy Morris Bradley Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase between 1970 and 1981.

Processing Information

Processed by: Kat Stefko, September 2012
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Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Women -- Pictorial works
• Soldiers -- Correspondence
• Schools -- North Carolina -- Wilmington
• Women -- Diaries
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Pictorial works
• Costa Rica -- Description and travel
• Education -- North Carolina -- Wilmington
• Salted paper prints
• Wilmington (N.C.) -- History
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Medical care
• Women in education
• Education -- Maine
• Nurses
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Women
• Women in medicine
• Diaries
• Photographs
• Bradley family
• United States Sanitary Commission
• Hemenway, Mary
• United States. Army. Maine Infantry Regiment, 5th (1861-1864)
• United States. Army. Maine Infantry Regiment, 3rd (1861-1865)
• Soldiers' Memorial Society (Boston, Mass.)
• Sellers, David
• Gardner, Alexander

Collection Inventory

Correspondence and related materials, 1806-1921, undated
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Physical Description: 0.5 Linear Feet 
Language: English.

Arranged in chronological order.

Scope and Contents

Series contains letters to and from Amy Morris Bradley, related ephemera, 
notes and receipts, third-party correspondence about Bradley, and one folder of 
newspaper clippings. The majority of material relates to Bradley's time in Costa 
Rica, her work as a field nurse and for the U.S. Sanitary Commission during the 
Civil War, and her time as an educator in Wilmington, N.C.

In addition to family letters, there are several letters with soldiers and their 
relatives thanking her for her service. Included is a petition from 1865 
signed by 320 soldiers recommended to the Secretary of War that Bradley 
be commissioned to major in the U.S. Army for her service. Clippings relate 
primarily to the Tileston Normal School, although some are also about Mary 
Hemenway, a benefactress of Tileston. Later correspondence comes from 
parents of students in Wilmington and from former students, many of whom 
maintained a close friendship with Bradley over many years. Ephemera includes 
programs of events at Tileston.

James Bradley to Amos Bradley, 1806 August 19 Box 1 > Folder 1

Notes, receipts, ephemera, 1849-1904, undated Box 1 > Folder 2

Incoming letters, 1851-1859 Box 1 > Folder 3

Incoming and outgoing letters, 1861-1862 
(online item available) Box 1 > Folder 4

Digital Object: Incoming and outgoing letters, 1861-1862

Receipts and notes, circa 1863-1865 Box 1 > Folder 5

Incoming and third-party letters, 1863-1867 
(online item available) Box 1 > Folder 6

Digital Object: Incoming and third-party letters, 1863-1867

Clippings, 1867-1921, undated Box 1 > Folder 7

Incoming and outgoing letters, 1871, 1873 Box 1 > Folder 8

Notes, receipts, ephemera, 1871-1894, undated Box 1 > Folder 9

Incoming letters, 1874-1875, 1877 Box 1 > Folder 10
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Incoming letters, 1880-1882 Box 1 > Folder 11

Incoming letters, 1883-1889 Box 1 > Folder 12

Incoming letters, 1890-1891 Box 1 > Folder 13

Incoming letters, 1892-1898 Box 1 > Folder 14

Third-party letters, 1904 Box 1 > Folder 15

Incoming letters, undated Box 1 > Folder 16

Return to Table of Contents

Bound volumes, 1841-1895
Physical Description: 1.5 Linear Feet 

Arranged in chronological order.

Scope and Contents

The bound volumes in this series document Bradley's life and work, particularly 
during the Civil War and as an educator in Boston in the 1840s and in 
Wilmington, NC in the 1860s-1880s. A memo book for 1862 to 1863 gives daily 
details on camp life, numbers of soldiers treated, lists of supplies used, and 
medical treatments. Two volumes from 1861 to 1865 include several albumen 
photographs and focus on her work as a field nurse for the 3rd and 5th Maine 
regiments, at a home for invalid soldiers in Washington, D.C., and running 
convalescent camps for the U.S. Sanitary Commission.

"Thoughts" - commonplace book, 1841, 
1846-1867 Box 2 > Folder 1

Diary and letterbook, 1844 September 12-1849 
September 1 Box 2 > Folder 2

Diary and letterbook, 1849 September 1-1850 Box 2 > Folder 3

Diary, 1851-1853 December 18 Box 2 > Folder 4

"Letters from Abroad" letterbook, 1851 January 
4-1855 February 1 Box 2 > Folder 5

"A Medley" diary and letterbook, 1853 
November 6-1865 September 12 Box 2 > Folder 6
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"Book 1, Journal, letters, etc." - record book, 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, 1861 August 3-1865 
September 12 Box 3 > Folder 1

"Records, Book 2" record book, U.S. Sanitary 
Commission, 1862 December 17-1865 
September 12 Box 3 > Folder 2

Notebook, U.S. Sanitary Commission, 1862 Box 3 > Folder 3

Record book, Soldiers' Memorial Society, 
1866-1867 Box 3 > Folder 4

Account book, Wilmington Mission School, 
1866-1870 Box 3 > Folder 5

Account book, Wilmington Mission School, 
1866-1872 Box 3 > Folder 6

Account book, Wilmington Mission School and 
Tileston Normal School, 1866-1895 Box 4 > Folder 1

"A Scrapbook on Geography" - pasted over 
student gradebook, 1870s Box 4 > Folder 2

Diary, letterbook, and scrapbook, 1870-1871 Box 4 > Folder 3

Account book - Wilmington Mission School, 
1872-1882 Box 4 > Folder 4

Address and account book, 1882-1886 Box 4 > Folder 5

Record book and scrapbook - Tileston Normal 
School, 1882-1891 Box 4 > Folder 6

Return to Table of Contents

Photographs and prints, 1861-1884, undated
Physical Description: 0.5 Linear Feet 

Alphabetical within subject groupings (Civil War, Wilmington, portraits).

Scope and Contents

The series includes two salted paper prints and several albumen photographs of 
Civil War relief camps in in Pennsylvania, Virgina and North Carolina, including 
some by noted Scottish hotographer Alexander Gardner. Many of the images 
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are similiar to or duplicates of those that appear in Bradley's record book and 
journal of her time with the U.S. Sanitary Commission (see the Bound Volume 
series). There are also images of a Maine residence and the Tileston Normal 
School, founded by Bradley in Wilmington, N.C., and portraits of Amy Morris 
Bradley.

Two 1863 color lithographs are of Federal hospitals near Alexandria.

Convalescent Camp Hospital, Surgeon Sanford 
B. Hunt, USV in Charge, 1863 Box 5 > Folder 1

Distributing Store House, Gettysburg, PA. U.S. 
Sanitary Commission. Photograph by Gardner 
and Gibson., July 1863 Box 5 > Folder 2

Farmers' Camp at Manly, Moore Co., N.C. New 
Southern Pines, undated Box 5 > Folder 3

Federal hospitals near Alexandria, color 
lithographs, 1863 Oversize-box 4

Physical Description: 2 items 

Relief Station, United States Sanitary 
COmmission, Miss Amy M. Bradley in Charge, 
undated Box 5 > Folder 4

U.S. Sanitary Commission Lodge, For Invalid 
Soldiers, Alexandria, VA. Photograph by 
Gardner and Gibson., undated Box 5 > Folder 5

Rendezvous of Distribution, Va. U.S. Sanitary 
Commission. Photograph by J. Jones, 1864-1865 Box 5 > Folder 6

Seventh Brigade Hospital - Powell House- Gen. 
Slocum's Brigade, 1861-1862 Box 5 > Folder 7

Seventh Brigade Hospital - Octagon House 
- Gen. Slocum's Brigade, salted paper print, 
1861-1862 Box 5 > Folder 8

Residence George Bradley Bandlette, 
Richmond, Maine, undated Box 5 > Folder 9

Intermediate Department Tileston Normal 
School, undated Box 5 > Folder 10
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Tileston Normal School, Wilmington, N.C. 
Photograph by H.T. Warren, 1884 Box 5 > Folder 11

Portrait of Amy Morris Bradley, undated Box 5 > Folder 12

Portrait of Amy Morris Bradley, undated Box 5 > Folder 13

Portrait of Amy Morris Bradley, undated Box 5 > Folder 14

Portrait of Amy Morris Bradley, signed, undated Box 5 > Folder 15
Physical Description: 2 copies 

Portrait of Amy Morris Bradley, 
photomechanical reproduction from "Woman of 
the Century", undated Box 5 > Folder 16

Return to Table of Contents
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