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Summary

Collection Title:
Henry Noel Brailsford letters, probably 1911.

Creator:
Brailsford, Henry Noel, 1873-1958

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Henry Noel Brailsford was the most prolific British left-wing journalist of the first 
half of the 20th century. A founding member of the Men's League for Women's 
Suffrage in 1907, he resigned from his job at The Daily News in 1909 when it 
supported the force-feeding of suffragettes on hunger strike. Collection comprises 
two letters from Henry Noel Brailsford to (John Howard?) Whitehouse, probably 
written in 1911.

Extent:
0.1 Linear Feet (2 items)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11633

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1888j

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Henry Noel Brailsford Letters, David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection comprises two letters from Henry Noel Brailsford to (John Howard?) 
Whitehouse, probably written in 1911. In the first letter, dated 31 January, 
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Brailsford urges Whitehouse to get his Committee to cooperate with the 
Conciliation Committee in getting a Conciliation Bill passed ("... the P.M. is more 
likely to listen to your Committee"). Brailsford also tries to enlist Whitehouse 
to help him find new members for the Conciliation Committee: "If you see any 
Liberals who are good suffragists & are not averse in principle from working 
with Tories, I hope you will invite them to join us." In the second letter, dated 3 
March, Brailsford discusses Whitehouse's decision to resign and urges him to 
reconsider. The resignation was (presumably) over the Conciliation Committee's 
handling of an inquiry into the violent clash between suffragettes from the 
Women's Social and Political Union and the police on 1910 November 18 at the 
House of Commons. On stationery of the Conciliation Committee for Woman 
Suffrage. Includes transcripts for both letters.

Biographical/Historical

Henry Noel Brailsford was the most prolific British left-wing journalist of the 
first half of the 20th century. A founding member of the Men's League for 
Women's Suffrage in 1907, he resigned from his job at The Daily News in 1909 
when it supported the force-feeding of suffragettes on hunger strike. Around 
1910, Brailsford wrote to Millicent Fawcett, the leader of the National Union 
of Woman's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), suggesting that he should attempt 
to establish a Conciliation Committee for Women's Suffrage. A Conciliation 
Committee, composed of 36 MPs (25 Liberals, 17 Conservatives, 6 Labour and 
6 Irish Nationalists) all in favour of some sort of women's enfranchisement, was 
formed and drafted a Bill which would have enfranchised only a million women 
but which would, they hoped, gain the support of all but the most dedicated 
anti-suffragists.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Henry Noel Brailsford Letters were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Alice Poffinberger, June, 2018

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0050-LUBMSS132, 
2015-0050-LUBMSS133
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Names and Subjects

• Women -- Suffrage -- Great Britain
• Women -- Suffrage -- Great Britain -- History -- 20th century
• Great Britain -- Politics and government -- 1901-1936
• Brailsford, Henry Noel, 1873-1958
• Baskin, Lisa Unger
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Lisa Unger Baskin Collection (David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 

Library)

Collection Inventory

Letters Folder 1
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