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Summary

Collection Title:
Beverly Buchanan papers and photographs, 1989-2001, undated

Creator:
Buchanan, Beverly, 1940-2015

Source:
Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)

Abstract:
Beverly Buchanan was an African American artist who explored Southern 
vernacular architecture. This collection contains some photographs and 
images of her artwork, particularly "shacks" and modern ruins, as well as some 
correspondence from her to Courtney Reid-Eaton at the Center for Documentary 
Studies. Also contains some materials by Walter Buchanan, Beverly Buchanan's 
father, whose work as an agricultural scientist in the 1920s inspired her artistic 
practice and themes.

Extent:
1.5 Linear Feet (2 boxes)

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13050

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m11j03

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Beverly Buchanan Papers and Photographs, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m11j03


Guide to the Beverly Buchanan Papers and Photographs, 1978-2001 and undated

Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of assorted photographs and other materials created by 
Beverly Buchanan or her family and sent to Courtney Reid-Eaton at Duke 
University's Center for Documentary Studies while they explored or researched 
a potential exhibition or other showcase of Buchanan's work in 2001. Some 
photographs are Beverly Buchanan's reprinted and enlarged historical images, 
originally made by Walter Buchanan or Marion Buchanan during his work 
with South Carolina tenant farmers in the 1920s. The other materials include 
photographs, some titled or captioned and signed by Beverly Buchanan, 
of "shacks" or other wooden structures that served as schools or homes in 
Georgia, North Carolina, and other unidentified locations.

The collection also contains a copy of Walter Buchanan's master's thesis, 
"Economic and Social Conditions of Negroes as Tenants and Farm Laborers in 
South Carolina," dated 1929. Beverly Buchanan's correspondence to Reid-Eaton 
discusses her father's influence on her work as an artist, and it seems these 
themes were intended to frame the prospective exhibit they were creating. 
Buchanan's letters also include mentions of her poor health as well as slides of 
Buchanan's artwork, sent to Reid-Eaton by the Bernice Steinbaum Gallery in 
2001.

Biographical/Historical

Beverly Buchanan was an African American artist, originally from North 
Carolina, whose works include painting, sculpture, video, and land art. 
Buchanan was noted for her exploration of Southern vernacular architecture 
through her art. Her father, Walter Buchanan, was an agricultural scientist 
who worked with tenant farmers in the 1920s. Beverly Buchanan credited 
her childhood trips with him into the fields and rural countryside as a major 
influence on her later art, which often featured sculptures and visual depictions 
of modern ruins and "shacks".

Courtney Reid-Eaton is a North Carolina artist and was the director of 
exhibitions at the Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University. 
Buchanan corresponded with her in 2000-2001 about a potential collaboration 
or exhibit between Buchanan and the Center, which appears to be how 
Buchanan's materials initially came to Duke.

Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Beverly Buchanan Papers and Photographs were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2023.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, January 2024

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2023-0217

Materials have been loosely sorted based on apparent connections and 
provenance at the time of acquisition in 2023. Many photographs by Buchanan 
are untitled and appear to be more working prints or reference materials than 
finished or final pieces.

Return to Table of Contents
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Related Materials

Related Material

Search the Rubenstein Library catalog for additional printed and archival 
collections related to the Center for Documentary Studies (Duke University).

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• African American artists -- Correspondence
• African American sculpture -- United States -- 20th century
• Shotgun houses -- Photographs
• Ruins, Modern -- Art
• African Americans -- History
• Georgia -- Photographs
• South Carolina -- Photographs
• North Carolina -- Photographs
• Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)
• Duke University. Center for Documentary Studies
• Reid-Eaton, Courtney
• Buchanan, Walter May

Collection Inventory

Correspondence between Beverly Buchanan and 
Courtney Reid-Eaton, 2001-2002 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains a Christmas card ("Joy" with Buchanan's signature and a photograph 
of Painted Cans, 2001), an undated note, and two typed letters with their single 
envelope postmarked in January 2002. One letter, dated 2001 October 4 and 
titled "Uneventful Field Trip" describes Buchanan's trip to Elder Bridge Road 
off Rte. 15 to photograph a structure. Another letter, dated Christmas Day 
2001 and titled "Thoughts while waitning [sic] for lunch" includes Buchanan's 
reflections on her photography and her family: "I'm identifying more and 
more with the often (not always) abandoned old houses of my photographs. I 
deliberately seek out the-by themselves [sic] structures. I am becoming more 
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like them!" She also discusses her husband ("my artwork is my husband") and 
her father, Walter Buchanan. The undated note appears to have been tucked 
into the envelope and has a postscript from Buchanan with an update on her 
poor health: "I'm not progressing as fast as I would like."

Courtney Reid-Eaton's notes and exhibition-
related materials, approximately 2000 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Single page of notes, appears to have been prepared by Reid-Eaton in planning 
for a Buchanan exhibit at Center for Documentary Studies. Also contains a 
reference photocopy of Buchanan's piece, Lillington 1989, as well as two copies 
of the gallery program "Beverly Buchanan: Habitats and Shotgun Shacks," 
dated 2000.

Bernice Steinbaum Gallery show, "The Artist as 
Architect": correspondence to Courtney Reid-
Eaton, 2001 August-2001 October Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains a note from the gallery and slides of works by Buchanan appearing in 
the show, as well as a photocopy of a press review and a note by Buchanan to 
Reid-Eaton indicating she was unable to attend because she felt too ill.

Buchanan, Walter: "Economic and Social 
Conditions of Negroes as Tenants and Farm 
Laborers in South Carolina," master's thesis for 
Ohio State University, 1929 Box 1

Photographs by Buchanan of "shack" structures 
and her artwork, 1988-1989 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 Files
5 8x10" prints 
Scope and Contents

Four color photographs of a shack and its foundation and chimney; one is 
signed and dated 1989 by Buchanan. Also contains one black and white 
reproduction photograph of Buchanan's painting of shacks, dated 1988 and 
untitled.

"Untitled," portrait photograph of Buchanan in a 
studio, approximately 1978 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 folders
One 8x10 print 
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Scope and Contents

"Untitled" and date approximated based on identical image found at Spelman 
College of Fine Art (referenced here: https://www.artpapers.org/beverly-
buchanan/)

Photographs of people and structures by Walter 
S. Buchanan, reprinted and enlarged, 1980s Box 1
Physical Description: 1 folders
Three 8x10 prints 
Scope and Contents

Images captured by Walter Buchanan or others, reprinted by Beverly Buchanan 
as reference or resources for her artwork. One image is noted as being from 
South Carolina in the 1920s. Others are untitled and undated.

Walter Buchanan reference images and 
unidentified photographs, approximately 1990s Box 1
Physical Description: 1 folders
Two 8x10 prints and one photocopied page 
Scope and Contents

A printed photocopy of W.M. Buchanan's entry in an unidentified directory, and 
two photographs of an unidentified man. The man's identity is unclear and the 
prints are untitled and undated.

Photographs by Buchanan of Georgia and North 
Carolina homes and landscapes, 1989-1990 and 
undated, undated Box 2
Physical Description: 1 folders
Two 9x12 inch prints; Four 11x14 inch prints; One 11x17.5 inch prints; Six 16x20 
inch prints 
Scope and Contents

Contains images of a variety of structures; all appear to have been 
photographed by Buchanan. Some are titled by her; others are not. Titles 
include: "Mrs. Carrie Buchanan McKay's school house near Raven Rock 
in N.C."; "Mary Lou Fulcron (sp?) at her home, built by her, 1989, Vesta 
Community, Georgia"; "Leon - his house and dogs, 1990, saddle bag house 
near La Crass (sp?), Georgia"; a second untitled photograph of Leon, signed; 
"Clean up this yard," signed and dated 1990; "Pinpoint, Georgia," undated. 
Remaining images in this file are of houses (both entire and zoomed in to 
specific architectural features) and are undated and untitled.
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Photographs of people and structures by Walter 
and Marion Buchanan, reprinted and enlarged, 
approximately 1980s-1990s Box 2
Physical Description: 1 folders
Eleven 11x14 prints 
Scope and Contents

Historic photographs dating 1920s, some identified as being created by Walter 
and Marion Buchanan in South Carolina, which Beverly Buchanan enlarged 
and reprinted to use as references and resources for her art. Some images are 
untitled and may have other provenance or context. Some include people. Some 
are signed by Buchanan.
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