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Summary

Collection Title:
Mack King Carter papers, 1965-2013

Creator:
Carter, Mack King

Source:
John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History and 
Culture

Abstract:
Dr. Mack King Carter was the senior pastor of New Mount Olive Baptist Church 
in Fort Lauderdale. This collection documents the ministerial, academic, and 
pastoral work of Dr. Mack King Carter, highlighting his theological development, 
pastoral leadership at New Mount Olive Baptist Church, and contributions to 
Black preaching traditions. It includes sermon notes, church records, personal 
correspondence, academic materials, and audiovisual recordings that reflect his 
influence on spiritual leadership in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

Extent:
5.0 Linear Feet (5 boxes and 1 oversize folder)

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13138

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1g167

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Mack King Carter Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

This collection documents the ministerial, academic, and personal life of Dr. 
Mack King Carter, with materials spanning his seminary education through his 
pastoral leadership at New Mount Olive Baptist Church in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. It includes sermon preparation materials, handwritten and typed notes, 
outlines, and reflections, capturing the evolution of his preaching style and 
theological ideas. Also present are drafts and notes for his published works. 
The collection features church administrative records, ministry manuals, and 
educational program materials from New Mount Olive, as well as personal 
correspondence, greeting cards, and commemorative items such as scrapbooks 
and photo albums. The collection also houses academic materials from his time 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Audiovisual recordings of sermons 
and religious events feature Dr. Carter and other prominent African American 
preachers, documenting preaching traditions and spiritual leadership in the late 
20th and early 21st centuries.

Biographical/Historical

Born in Ocala, Florida, Rev. Dr. Mack King Carter (1947â€“2013) was a 
nationally respected African American pastor, theologian, and educator. Carter 
was known for his expertise in biblical hermeneutics, the interpretation of 
scripture in its historical and cultural context, and homiletics, the art and 
structure of preaching. He earned degrees from Central Florida Community 
College (A.A., 1967), the University of Florida (B.A., 1970), and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary (M.Div., 1976; D.Min., 1978), along with honorary 
doctorates from Bethune-Cookman College and Florida Memorial College. 
After pastoring several churches in Ocala, he joined New Mount Olive Baptist 
Church in Fort Lauderdale in 1981 and became senior pastor in 1982, leading 
the church for 27 years, growing its membership from 4,000 to over 10,000. In 
1994, he founded the Mount Olive Development Corporation (MODCO), which 
provided social services and affordable housing, and later established the Dr. 
Mack King Carter Enrichment Center. He was a sought-after speaker at national 
conventions and a lecturer at institutions such as Duke, Princeton, Howard, 
and Vanderbilt. He authored five books, including Interpreting the Will of God 
and Making Good Decisions (published posthumously). He retired in 2009 and 
passed away on October 3, 2013.

Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

The collection is arranged into five series: Sermons; Writings; Church Materials; 
Personal Materials; and Audiovisual Recordings.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Collection's Audiovisual Series contains original audiovisual media 
and requires reformatting prior to use. Contact Research Services to request 
access.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Mack King Carter were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library as a gift in 2023.

Processing Information

Processed by Neal Shipe, June 2025

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2023-0106, 2023-0131
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Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Researchers may also be interested in the J. Alfred Smith Collection or the 
Office of Black Church Studies records.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• African American clergy
• Christianity -- Study and teaching -- Sermons
• Florida -- Social life and customs
• African Americans -- Religion
• Sermons, American -- 20th century
• Theology -- Study and teaching
• Race relations -- Religious aspects
• Baptist Church -- Sermons
• African American churches
• Scrapbooks
• Photograph albums
• Fort Lauderdale (Fla.)
• John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History 

and Culture
• Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
• Carter, Mack King

Collection Inventory

Sermons, approximately 1976-2000s
Scope and Contents

Contains sermon preparation materials, including handwritten and typed 
sermon notes, outlines, and prose reflections. Also included are notes recorded 
in notebooks, on post-its, scrap paper, and legal pads, as well as notes prepared 
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for funeral services. These materials are undated, but it is estimated that they 
range from his time in seminary school throughout his entire career.

Sermon notes and outlines, approximately 
1976-2000s Box 1

Physical Description: 9 folders 

Sermon notes, prose, approximately 1976-2000s Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Notebooks, approximately 1976-2000s Box 1
Physical Description: 5 folders 

Notes on legal pads, approximately 1976-2000s Box 2
Physical Description: 8 folders 

Funeral notes, approximately 1976-2000s Box 2

Sermon notes and outlines, typed, 
approximately 1976-2000s Box 2

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

Writings, 1980s-2013
Scope and Contents

Contains drafts and notes and annotations for Mack King Carter's published 
works Interpreting the Will of God, How to Make Good Decisions, and To 
Calvary and Beyond: Nineteen Lenten Sermons. Also includes a small folder of 
handwritten ideas for potential future publications.

Drafts and notes: Interpreting the Will of God, 
2000 Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Drafts and notes: How to Make Good Decisions, 
handwritten notes, 2013 Box 2

Mack King Carter, To Calvary and Beyond, 
Nineteen Lenten Sermons, 1990 Box 2
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Drafts and notes: How to Make Good Decisions, 
typed notes and drafts, 2013 June 7 Box 3

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Book ideas, approximately 1980s-2000s Box 3

Return to Table of Contents

Church Materials, 1974-2010
Scope and Contents

Includes materials documenting the ministry, leadership development, and 
educational programs of New Mount Olive Baptist Church, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. Included are ministry manuals, a staff retreat packet from 1993, 
orientation materials for new members, and church programs celebrating Dr. 
Mack King Carter. The series also features brochures, pamphlets, and records 
from the New Mount Olive Baptist Church Center for Biblical Studies.

New Mount Olive Baptist Church Lay 
Counseling Ministry Manual, approximately 
1990s-2000s Box 3

Scope and Contents

A ministry manual for counseling and family ministry services at New Mount 
Olive Baptist Church

Staff retreat, 1993 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Contains two typed agendas for New Mount Olive Baptist Church staff 
retreats

New church member orientation packets, 
approximately 1990s-2000s Box 3

Scope and Contents

Contains two undated new church member orientation packets for New 
Mount Olive Baptist Church outlining church services as well as guidance for 
new members in their commitment for the church

Church programs celebrating Mack King Carter, 
1974-2009 Box 3
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Scope and Contents

Contains programs primarily from New Mount Olive Baptist Church 
celebrating Mac King Carter, including those welcoming him to the church 
and honoring his years of service

Miscellaneous pamphlets and brochures, 
1982-2010 Box 3

Miscellaneous administrative file, 
approximately 1980s-2000s Box 3

Mount Olive Baptist Church Center for Biblical 
Studies, 1993-1996 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Contains administrative files and proposals regarding New Mount Olive 
Baptist Church's Center for Biblical Studies and Cultural Learning Center. 
Included are 3 packets of teaching materials affiliated with this material.

Miscellaneous teaching materials, 1980-2005 Box 3
Physical Description: 3 folders 
Scope and Contents

Contains miscellaneous teaching materials used at New Mount Olive Church, 
including Bible study resources, sermon outlines, and other instructional 
content.

Class attendance sheets, 1984, 1988 Box 3
Physical Description: 1 folders 
Scope and Contents

Include class attendance sheets for "Theology Part II' and "Worship in the 
Black Church."

Two plays by Dianne Jemmison-Pollard, 
1985-1988, 1985-1988 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Contains two religious pageants by Dianne Jemison Pollard. "Our Church: It's 
Past, Present, and Future" and "God: Our Past Present and Future"

Two gospel musical by Mildred Keeve, 1982 Box 3
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Scope and Contents

Contains two gospel musicals by Mildred Keeve: "To the Weavers with Love" 
and "That Middle Cross".

Return to Table of Contents

Personal Materials, 1965-2013
Scope and Contents

Includes personal and professional materials reflecting academic, ministerial, 
and commemorative aspects of Mac king Carter's life. Items include greeting 
cards, correspondence, and letters of congratulations on retirement. As well as 
scrapbooks and photo albums from baccalaureate services at Lincoln University 
and Bethune-Cookman College. Also present are a 1968 church record book 
from Mount Calvary Baptist Church and materials from Mac's seminary 
education at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, including notebooks, 
essays, teaching resources, and lecture notes.

Seminary school notebooks and binder, 
1975-1978 Box 3

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Seminary school essays, 1975-1978 Box 3
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Seminary school essays, 1975-1978 Box 4
Physical Description: 1 folders 

Teaching materials from seminary school, 
1975-1978 Box 4

Miscellaneous lectures, notes, and outlines from 
seminary school, 1976-1978 Box 4

Seminary school commencement programs, 
1976-1978 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Commencement programs from Mack King Carters graduation at The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary School.

Miscellaneous greeting cards, approximately 
1978-2013 Box 4
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Scope and Contents

includes a variety of greeting cards received and collected over time. The 
cards commemorate various celebrations, sympathy and appreciation.

Miscellaneous correspondence, 1980-2013 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Contains assorted correspondence, including personal and professional 
letters, notes, and informal communications. The materials reflect a range of 
topics and relationships, offering insight into the creator's interactions with 
colleagues, congregants, friends, and community members.

Howard High School Class of 1965, 1965, 1985 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes documents pertaining to the Howard High School class of 1965 
reunion banquet

Church record book, Mount Calvary Baptist 
Church, 1968 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Contains administrative records of Mount Calvary Baptist Church, including 
meeting minutes and board member notes.

Letters of congratulations on retirement, 2009 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Contains letters and cards congratulating Mack King Carter on their 
retirement. The materials include personal messages from colleagues, 
friends, and community members, reflecting appreciation for his service.

Lincoln University Baccalaureate Service photo 
album, 1994 May Box 4

Bethune-Cookman College, baccalaureate 
service, photograph album and clippings, and 
correspondence, 1998 April 16 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Documents the individual's participation as a speaker at the baccalaureate 
service at Bethune-Cookman College. Materials include a photograph album, 
newspaper clippings, and correspondence.
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Scrapbooks, 1975-1980s Box 4
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Scrapbooks contain a selection of newspaper clippings, personal 
correspondence, and family photographs that document personal, familial, 
community events

Guest speaker programs, 1975-2010 Box 4

Conference programs, 2001-2006 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes programs from conferences, conventions, attended by Mack King 
Carter. These materials document the speakers, schedules, and participating 
organizations of various events

Funeral programs, 1986-2005 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes funeral programs collected over time, representing services held for 
various individuals within the community.

9th pastoral anniversary celebration, 1991 
March 8 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Album containing photographs and correspondence regarding the 9th 
pastoral anniversary celebration of Mack King Carter at New Mount Olive 
Baptist Church. It has been removed from its original binding.

Publications, 1970s-2000s Box 4
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Miscellaneous clippings, 1990s-2000s Oversize-folder 1

Return to Table of Contents

Audiovisual Recordings, 1985-2010
Access Restrictions:
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Access note. Series contains original audiovisual and born-digital media which 
must be reformatted prior to use. Contact Research Services to request access.

January Bible Study, 1985 November 25-26 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 
RL13137-CS-0001

Box 5 > Audio-cassette 
RL13137-CS-0002

Box 5 > Audio-cassette 
RL.13137-CS-0003

Box 5 > Audio-cassette 
RL.13137-CS-0004

Box 5 > Audio-cassette 
RL.13137-CS-0005

Physical Description: 5 audiocassettes 
Scope and Contents

Set of five cassettes; January Bible Study Preview, Cedarmore Baptist 
Assembly, The Book of Hebrews and music devotionals, November 1985, Dr. 
Mack King Carter.

Morris Chapel Baptist Church, Reverend Dr. Ed 
F. Johnson, pastor, 1990 January 28 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL13137-CS-0006

Sylvia C. Carroll, First Sermon, Midweek 
Higher Piney Grove Baptist Church, Reverend 
Michael Harris, Jr. Pastor, 2004 April 8 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL13137-CS-0007

Sylvia C. Carroll, Second Sermon, 
Contemporary Black Preaching Class, Emory 
University, 2004 April 13 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL13137-CS-0008

Remembering the Dreamer and Keeping the 
Dream Alive, Reverend Johnson, text Daniel 
2:1-19, 1990 January 14 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL13137-CS-0009

Reverend Johnson, 1995 July 16 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 
RL13137-CS-0010

Sermon, Morris Chapel, Win Never Quits, 1989 
August 13 Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL13137-CS-0011
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Elizabeth Baptist Church, Ministerial Fellowship 
City Wide Revival, 2006 October Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL.13137-CS-0012
Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL.13137-CS-0013
Box 5 > Audio-cassette 

RL.13137-CS-0014
Physical Description: 3 audiocassettes 

He Has Done Great Things, Psalm 126: 1-13, Dr. 
Mack King Carter, Mount Olivet Baptist Church, 
Columbus, Ohio, 2011 February 27 Box 5 > Dvd RL.13137-

DVD-0001
Box 5 > Cd RL.13137-CD-0001

Physical Description: 2 items
1 CD and 1 DVD 

Power, The Will of God For Your Life, Dr. Mack 
King Carter, speaker, 2011 January 30 Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0002

Mount Olive Baptist Church, Facing Fear Head 
On, Jeremiah 1:1-8, Reverend Dr. Rosalind 
Osgood, 2007 May 20 Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0003

Dr. Ev Hill Bible College, The Importance of 
Study, 1 Timothy 2:15 and 1 Peter 3:15, Dr. 
Mack King Carter, 2010 September 13 Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0004

Andrew Chapel Baptist Church, The 
Sovereignty of God, Proverbs 21:1, Dr. Mack 
King Carter, 2011 May 15 Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0005

Daniel 3:16:30, Dr. Mack King Carter, 2013, July 
28 Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0006

Dr. Carter Retirement Party, 2009 Box 5 > Dvd RL.13137-
DVD-0007

Box 5 > Dvd RL.13137-
CD-0008

The Power of Black Preaching, Baker Chapel 
AME Church, Dr. Mack King Carter, 2009 
October 25 Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0009

Dr. Mack King Carter Ministries, Life's Greatest 
Question, John 21: 15-17, early 21 century Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0010
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Dr. Mack King Carter Ministries, Criteria For 
Godly Leadership, 1 Samuel 9: 1-2, 2 Samuel 
23: 1-3, early 21 century Box 5 > Dvd RL1313-DVD-0011

The Kingdom Agenda, the Joshua Generation 
Reloaded and Spiritual Gifts!!!, The 
Foundational Gifts of the Church, Dr. Mack King 
Carter, 2010 August 12 Box 5 > Audio-cd RL.13137-

CD-0006
Box 5 > Dvd Rl.13137-

DVD-0012
Physical Description: 2 items
1 DVD and 1 CD 

Power, The Will of God For Your Life, Dr. Mack 
King Carter, 2011 January 30 Box 5 > Cd RL13137-CD-0002

Andrew Chapel Baptist Church, The 
Sovereignty of God, Proverbs 21:1, Dr. Mack 
King Carter, 2011 May 15 Box 5 > Cd RL13137-CD-0003

Sunday School Publishing Board, 
Commencement: Dr. Mack King Carter, 
Nashville Tennessee, 2010 December 8 Box 5 > Cd RL13137-CD-0004

The Power of Black Preaching, Dr. Mack King 
Carter, 2009 October 25 Box 5 > Audio-cd RL.13137-

CD-0005
Box 5 > Dvd RL.13137-

DVD-0013

Return to Table of Contents
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