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Summary

Collection Title:
Jesse Chickering papers, 1758-1918, bulk 1818-1855

Creator:
Chickering, Jesse, 1797-1855

Source:
Economists' Papers Archive

Abstract:
Jesse Chickering (1797-1855) was an American abolitionist and polymath who 
spent time as a Unitarian minister, physician, and statistician. This collection 
primarily documents his professional life through his correspondence, writings, and 
statistical analyses. It forms parts of the Economists' Papers Archive.

Extent:
4 Linear Feet (Five document boxes, one flat box, two custom boxes, and two 
oversize folders.)

Language:
Material in English.

Collection ID:
RL.00222

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1bg7v

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Jesse Chickering papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

This collection primarily documents Chickering's professional life through 
handwritten data tables, writings and notes, and correspondence, which are 
sometimes bound or oversize. There are also some legal and financial records, 
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clippings and printed material, two diplomas and one certificate, one plat, and 
a three astronomical objects--a wooden model and two diagrams on linen. Some 
printed items were separated for individual cataloging.

Most of this material is related to Chickering's research and writings on 
population, immigration, slavery, government, Harvard University alumni, 
astronomy, banking, and railroads, as well as medicine and his private medical 
practice.

Notable correspondents include political figures such as James Buchanan, 
Daniel Webster, John Davis, and John M. Clayton.

There is only a small amount of material that reflects Chickering's personal and 
family life, although the items past his death date of 1855 belonged to his wife 
and child.

Biographical/Historical

Jesse Chickering was a white American abolitionist and polymath who engaged 
with theology, medicine, astronomy, and statistics during his life. His work 
reflects the convergence of moral reform, statistical reasoning, and civic 
engagement that shaped the intellectual and political climate of the US in the 
19th century.

Chickering was born in Dover, New Hampshire, on 31 August 1797 to 
Jesse Chickering and Dorcas Chickering and was one of five children. He 
graduated from Harvard University in 1818 with a degree in theology and 
became a Unitarian minister but never settled on a parish. He returned to 
Harvard to study medicine, graduating in 1833, and then practiced in Boston, 
Massachusetts, for ten years, during which time he pursued independent 
research and investing. He delivered lectures on astronomy, wrote on banking, 
became involved with a housing construction project in Boston, and owned 
stock in multiple Boston banks and railroad lines in Massachusetts.

A committed advocate of empirical inquiry, the final phase of Chickering's life 
saw him turn to statistics and population studies, during which he produced 
his most well-known works on the population of Massachusetts and U.S. 
immigration. He published essays in which he occasionally derived policy 
implications from his findings and engaged in correspondence with political 
figures as high-ranking as cabinet members and senators, seeking to influence 
the socio-political order of his time, especially on pressing issues such as 
slavery. This is reflected in his final published writing, a book-length letter 
addressed to President Franklin Pierce with an antislavery argument based in 
constitutional law and signed by an "American citizen."
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Chickering married Caroline Reaney (1801-1859) on 18 November 1838, with 
whom he had a daughter, Caroline E. Chickering (1843-1927). He died in West 
Roxbury, Massachusetts, on 29 May 1855.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The Jesse Chickering papers are organized into five series: Volumes, 
Correspondence, Financial, Writings, and Other.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Some materials in this collection are bulky and will require extra 
assistance from staff. There are two oversize astronomical diagrams on linen 
in good condition but they are around six feet in length. Contact Research 
Services for access.

Acquisition Information

The Jesse Chickering papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library as purchases from Parker Bishop Albee Jr. 
between 1965-1972. Parker graduated from Duke with a MA and PhD in History 
in 1964 and 1968, respectively, and was born in Massachusetts.
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Processing Information

Encoded by Alvin Pollock, Electronic Text Unit, University of California, 
Berkeley Library.

Additional description by Soroush Marouzi, July 2025.

Accessions described in this collection guide: 1967-0032, 1969-0020, 
1970-0205, 1971-0028, and 1972-0024. Cataloged by John Gribble in 1994.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Separated Material

19 pieces of printed material were separated for individual cataloging.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Abolitionists -- Massachusetts -- Correspondence
• Antislavery movements -- Massachusetts -- Boston
• Astronomy -- United States
• Astronomical models
• Banks and banking, American -- Massachusetts -- Boston
• Immigrants -- United States
• Massachusetts -- Population
• Massachusetts -- Statistics, Vital
• Population research -- United States
• Race -- Demographic aspects -- United States
• Railroads -- Massachusetts
• Slavery -- Law and legislation -- United States
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• Chickering, Jesse, 1797-1855
• Economists' Papers Archive
• Harvard University -- Alumni and alumnae

Collection Inventory

Volumes, 1819-1871
Physical Description: 5 Volumes 
Scope and Contents

Hardcover bound volumes that include data tables and professional 
correspondence, plus a financial day book used by Chickering while practiced 
medicine.

1819-1855 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 Volumes ; Hardcover.; 35 x 23 x 4 cm.
Scope and Contents

Data tables (with a table of contents) related to "Immigration into the United 
States," plus two sets of correspondence (inbound and outbound), one related 
to this writing and another on topics such as slavery.

1825-1827 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 Volumes ; Paper cover.; 20 x 24.5 x 0.5 cm.
Scope and Contents

Includes inbound letters mostly concerning Chickering's work and lectures 
on astronomy.

1838-1850 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 Volumes ; Hardcover.; 26 x 21 x 1 cm.
Scope and Contents

Includes data tables related to population, immigration, and slavery.

1833-1838, 1843-1844 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 Volumes ; Hardcover.; 31 x 10 x 1.5 cm.
Scope and Contents

Financial day book, showing many housecalls with patient names.
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1837-1871 Box 1
Physical Description: 1 Volumes ; Hardcover.; 19.5 x 6.5 x 1.5 cm.
Scope and Contents

Contains multiple people's handwriting, including a child, and the names of 
many Chickerings are listed towards the front. Includes medical recepies, 
financial calculations, handwriting practice, and an inserted paper doll.

Return to Table of Contents

Correspondence, 1821-1919
Scope and Contents

Letters primarily related to Chickering's work on population, immigration, 
slavery, banking, and Harvard University alumni. Notable correspondents 
include political figures such as Levi Woodbury, James Buchanan, Daniel 
Webster, John Davis, and John M. Clayton.

1821-1847 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Letters primarily concerning Chickering's writings, statistical research, and 
professional service in education and banking systems from people such 
as Levi Woodbury (Democratic politician from New Hampshire), Thomas 
Sherwin (educator based in Boston), and James Buchanan (while he served as 
the 17th US Secretary of State). Some items are reproductions.

Also includes personal items, such as an 1822 letter sent from Chickering to 
his father announcing the death of his brother Ellis.

1848-1919 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes correspondence on Chickering's research on population and 
immigration with political figures such as Daniel Webster (US Senator from 
Massachusetts), John Davis (US Senator from Massachusetts), and John M. 
Clayton (18th US Secretary of State). Other correspondents include Henry 
Ingersoll Bowditch (American physician and abolitionist) and Russell Sturgis 
(Boston merchant and head of Baring Brothers in London).

Also includes correspondence on Harvard University alumni and slavery.

Return to Table of Contents
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Financial, 1830-1859
Scope and Contents

A mix of Jesse and Caroline Chickering's and M. W. Rolling's financial records 
because Jesse appears to have been involved with the administration of 
Rolling's estate after his passing. Includes account books, receipts, notes 
and correspondence, and contracts and agreements, including on a housing 
construction project in Boston.

1830-1839 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes some personal financial items along with notes on the banking 
system, a 1836 agreement between Chickering and David Reed (publisher 
of the Christian Register and Boston Observer) to furnish "communications 
relating to the "spread of the Catholics in the United States," and a journal 
containing medical notes (such as medical recipes, lists of "costs of 
medicines," "medicine delivered," and visit payments).

1840 June-September 8 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes extracts from a contract for a housing construction project in 
Boston, along with financial notes on it.

1840 September 9-November Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes receipts, financial notes, and an account book of M. W. Rollins.

1841-1845 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes receipts, notes, and correspondence, the bulk of which concerns the 
finance of a housing construction project in Boston and a legal controversy 
surrounding its sale. There is also a small bound volume listing financial 
notes and bills.

1853-1855 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes financial notes, tax documents, and a few items concerning 
Chickering's funeral. There are two small bound volumes related to 
"Columbian bank" associated with Caroline Chickering.
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1856-1858 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Mostly related to Caroline Chickering.

1859 and undated Box 2

Scope and Contents

Receipts and financial notes and documents, some of which belonged to 
Caroline Chickering.

Undated Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes a small sheet listing "books lent," a notebook with writings on 
population and personal financial matters, an estate inventory, and records of 
bonds. Also includes receipts and account book of M. W. Rollins.

Return to Table of Contents

Writings, 1758-1854
Scope and Contents

Essays and articles, notes, and data tables related astronomy; banking; 
immigration, population, and slavery; government; and medicine. Multiple 
bound items.

Astronomy, 1827-1828 and undated Box 3
Physical Description: 5 Volumes 
Scope and Contents

One volume is on constellations.

Banking, 1841 and undated Box 3
Physical Description: 3 items 
Scope and Contents

An unfinished writing on "An Exchange Bank," a short essay in response to 
Thomas Ewing's (14th US Treasury Secretary) "Plan of a National Bank," and 
a longer essay on "A State Bank."

Bank dividend report, 1841 and undated Box 3
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Scope and Contents

Data tables and analyis.

Constitution and government, 1758-1780 and 
undated Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes "Theory of the American Government" and "Popular Suffrage in the 
United States."

Convents and Catholicism, 1794-1835 and 
undated Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes notes, drafts, and essays. Some writings address the population of 
Catholics in the US.

Harvard alumni, 1852 and undated Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Includes data tables related to Harvard Alumni mortality.

Immigration into the United States, 1847-1851 
and undated Box 3

Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Annotated draft along with other writings, including lecture notes on the 
subject.

Legislative representation, 1853 and undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

A draft of "Equality of Representation," along with notes related to the 
subject, and a bound volume with drafts of "Representation in Congress" and 
"Representation of the Free and of the Slave States in Congress." Includes 
data tables and statistical analyses.

Legislative representation, undated Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Data tables.
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Letter Addressed to the President of the United 
States on Slavery, Considered in Relation to 
the Principles of Constitutional Government in 
Great Britain and in the United States, 1850s Box 4

Scope and Contents

Annotated draft along with other writings on slavery.

Market Bank, 1835-1841 and undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

Notes, data tables, committee reports on assets and liabilities, and a bound 
volume on the state of the bank that includes data tables and financial notes.

There are also records on the number of slaves in various lands and a table 
listing the market value of various shares.

Medical, 1835 and undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

Notes on the "Estate of the Late Patrick Doyle of Boston." A small bound 
volume of medical notes, including "Report of Massachusetts Medical 
Society: Treatment of the Spasmodic Cholera." A few pages of medical notes 
on fever and pregnancy, among others.

Nebraska Question, 1854? and undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

Besides this essay, there are also the short essays "The White and Colored 
Population of the United States" and "Liberty-Progress-Union," plus other 
untitled writings on slavery. There are also data tables on the population 
patterns of US states, which list the number of enslaved people.

North and City Bank, 1841-1845 and undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

A "Report of the Stockholders' Commmittee on the North Bank" along with 
notes and data tables on the bank's directors, liabilities, and assets.

On the Declaration of Independence, undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

Fragments of the essay "The Signers of the Declaration of Independence" 
along with notes and data tables.

- Page 12 -



Guide to the Jesse Chickering papers, 1758-1918, bulk 1818-1855

Population, 1830 and undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

A draft of "The Relative Proportions of the White and Colored Population of 
the United States, from 1790 to 1840, according to the Six Censuses" along 
with data tables on the population patterns of US states, which can list the 
number of white people, enslaved people, and free black people. These tables 
can use Census records or compare slave states to free states.

Data tables on the population of ancient Greece, which list the number of 
"citizens," "free inhabitants," and "slaves."

An excerpt of a letter on the population of Nova Scotia.

Population, undated Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

A data table listing the population of US states, including the number of free 
people and enslaved people in each.

Reports on the Census of Boston, 1851 and 
undated Box 4

Slavery and the Missouri Question, 1819? Box 4

Scope and Contents

Three pages of a larger work published in The North American Review in 
January 1820 (vol. 10, no. 26, pp. 137-168).

Statistical View of the Population of 
Massachusetts from 1765-1840, circa 1846 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Data tables and a few pages of notes.

Statistical View of the Population of 
Massachusetts from 1765-1840, circa 1846 Box 8

Physical Description: 3 items ; Three rolls.
Scope and Contents

Data tables listing the population of Boston and many others towns from 
1830-1850 according to the Census, plus the difference and percent increase 
between each decade.
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Statistical View of the Population of 
Massachusetts from 1765-1840, circa 1846 Oversize-folder 3

Physical Description: 2 items 
Scope and Contents

Data tables.

Wealth in Massachusetts, undated Box 4

Scope and Contents

Data tables and notes.

Wealth in Massachusetts, undated Oversize-folder 1
Physical Description: Bound.
Scope and Contents

Data tables.

Other bound writings, undated Box 4
Physical Description: 5 items 
Scope and Contents

Five paper-bound notebooks:

32-page essay "Pathological Sympathy," which does not have a cover.

43 pages on religion, US history, and the relationship between the US and 
Europe.

"List of the Class of 1818 at Cambridge" with a name on each page, but the 
pages are full of notes (sometimes upside down) unrelated to each person, 
with some notes clearly spanning multiple pages.

16 pages on population.

Large notebook on Paul Henri Mallet's Northern Antiquities (1770), Thomas 
Babington Macaulay's   The History of England from the Accession of James 
the Second (1848), Arnold Guyot's   The Earth and Man, and Lectures on 
Comparative Physical Geography in its Relation to the History of Mankind
(1849), and   The Documentary History of the State of New-York (1849).

Other loose writings, 1821-1851 and undated Box 4
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Scope and Contents

Includes a fragment and scattered notes on Isaac Newton and his scientific 
contributions, two separate lists of stockholders of "The United States Hotel" 
and "South Cove Cooperation," and "Receipts on Doyle's Estate."

There are notes on bank directors, manufacturing companies in New 
Hampshire and possibly other states, "the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of Massachusetts," and "Colleges in the United States."

Other loose writings, undated Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Data table with a list of professions.

Return to Table of Contents

Other, 1805-1918
Scope and Contents

Files and items that do not fit into any other series. Includes bills of mortality, 
clippings, diplomas, legal documents, a file on railroads, an oversize plat, and 
three astronomical objects: a wooden sphere and two very large diagrams on 
linen.

Astronomical diagrams, undated Box 6
Physical Description: 2 items ; On linen. Includes two small circular wooden 
containers with nails and wooden spheres, probably meant to be inserted and 
represent celestial bodies.; 30 x 110 and 44 x 148 inches.

Astronomical model, undated Box 7
Physical Description: Very dark in color (painted black?). Solid wood but fairly 
lightweight. There appears to be a dowel rod inserted through the axis with 
a small hole in the middle allowing the object to be placed onto a point and 
rotated. Many strips of white tape decorate the surface forming solid lines: 
five latitude, six longitude, and one the cuts across diagonally. Taken together 
and with Chickering's interest in astronomy, this must be a model of a celestial 
body.; Circumference: 13 inches.

Bills of mortality for Boston, 1838-1843 Oversize-folder 4
Physical Description: 6 items 
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Scope and Contents

"Agreeably to the records kept at the Health Office" and approved by the 
Superintendent of Burial Grounds. Includes causes of death and stillbirths.

Clippings, 1830s-1850s Box 5

Scope and Contents

Some items report on meetings of the Young Men's Bible Society or are from 
the Episcopal Recorder (the publication of the Reformed Episcopal Church) 
and contain religious and moralistic content.

Other items are on topics related to population, immigration, and banking. 
One reports on Chickering's astronomical lectures at Harvard University.

Several items contain literary content exploring themes of poverty, slavery, 
and religion.

One item is a handwritten reflection on Thanksgiving. Another is a sketch of 
a young, barefoot child with angel wings, holding a begging bowl in one hand 
and wearing a signboard that reads: "I'm not blind!"

Diplomas and certificate, 1818 and 1833 Oversize-folder 2
Physical Description: 3 items 
Scope and Contents

Chickering's Harvard University diplomas and Massachusetts Medical 
Society membership certificate.

General, 1821-1864 and undated Box 5

Scope and Contents

Includes correspondence and notes. Specific items include a small bound 
volume containing notes on Harvard University alumni and a pamphlet 
related to Harvard's 1864 Commencement; an acknowledgement sent to 
Caroline E. Chickering after she donated a bed to Massachusetts General 
Hospital in memory of her parents; and drawings by a child.

Legal, 1805-1860 and undated Box 5

Scope and Contents

Most items are related to a fire insurance company, but there are other legal 
documents, including a mortgage agreement.
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Plat, undated Oversize-folder 1
Physical Description: Incomplete--missing key descriptive text along the bottom.
Scope and Contents

Likely land in New Hampshire. It features a color-coded grid of parcels 
labeled with people's names and acreages.

Printed material, 1848-1918 and undated Box 5

Scope and Contents

Includes The Weekly Mirror for 22 April 1848 on "The Phrenological and 
Physiological Character of Freeman Hunt," an 1850 circular on the New 
Haven meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS), a 1918 document from Forest Hills Cemetary concerning the 
disposition of a lot owned by Sarah R. Adams, an undated proposal for the 
publication by subscription of Samuel Hazard's   Annals of Pennsylvania, an 
undated document "to the medical profession" on "improved surgeon trusses 
for the immediate relief and radical cure of hernia or rupture" invented by 
Heber Chase, four copies of an undated six-page document on the planets 
and comets printed by T. H. Miller and C. W. Brewster in Portsmouth, and six 
pages of blank cause of death forms meant to be filled out by a physician and 
given to the Superintendent of Burials of Boston.

Railroads, 1830s-1840s Box 5
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Mostly financial and statistical calculations on railroad lines in 
Massachusetts, possibly prepared to justify their construction and expansion. 
Also includes notes, a small amount of printed material, and one piece of 
correspondence. The lines include Boston and Lowell, Boston and Worcester, 
Western (later Boston and Albany), and Boston and Portland (originally 
Andover and Wilmington and later Boston and Maine).

Railroads, undated Oversize-folder 1
Physical Description: 2 items 
Scope and Contents

A map of a proposed railroad line from St. Louis to the Bay of San Francisco 
and a profile of a line from San Francisco to the Kansas River.

Return to Table of Contents
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