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Summary

Collection Title:
C. C. Clay papers, 1811-1925

Creator:
Clay, C. C. (Clement Claiborne), 1816-1882

Abstract:
Clement Claiborne Clay (1816-1882) was a lawyer, U. S. Senator, Confederate 
diplomat, planter, and enslaver from Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama. He 
was married to Virginia Carolina (Tunstall) Clay (1825-1915). His father, Clement 
Comer Clay (1789-1866) was a U.S. Congressman and Governor of Alabama. 
Collection includes personal, business, and political correspondence, bills of sale 
for enslaved people, accounts, diaries, memoranda, college notes, scrapbooks, 
and clippings of Clement Claiborne Clay, and of his father, Clement Comer Clay; 
his mother, Susanna Claiborne Withers Clay; his wife, Virginia Caroline Tunstall 
Clay; and brothers, Hugh Lawson Clay and John Withers Clay. Letters deal with 
family matters, including Alabama and Washington, D.C., social life, education, the 
management of cotton plantations, bills of sale for and correspondence regarding 
enslaved people, civic affairs in Huntsville; state and national politics and elections; 
Clay Sr.'s governorship; Clay Jr.'s service in both the U.S. and Confederate 
senates; ante-bellum politics; the organization of the Confederacy; Reconstruction 
politics, including Clay Jr.'s arrest, imprisonment, and his wife's efforts to obtain 
his release; Clay Jr.'s efforts to retrieve his property and re-establish farming 
operations, and to settle his father's estate; Virginia Clay's dissatisfaction with 
Reconstruction period social life, her tour of Europe, 1884-1885, and her efforts to 
operate the plantation after her husband's death.

Extent:
20 Linear Feet

Language:
Material in English

Collection ID:
RL.00230

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1102b

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], C. C. Clay Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library, Duke University
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Background

Scope and Content

Personal, business, and political correspondence, bills of sale for enslaved 
people, accounts, diaries, memoranda, college notes, scrapbooks, and clippings 
of Clement Claiborne Clay (1816-1882), lawyer, U.S. senator, Confederate 
diplomat, and planter; of his father, Clement Comer Clay (1789-1866), lawyer, 
planter, slaveholder, U.S. congressman and senator, and governor of Alabama; of 
his mother, Susanna Claiborne (Withers) Clay (1798-1866); of his wife, Virginia 
Caroline (Tunstall) Clay (1825-1915), who wrote A Bell of the Fifties: Memoirs 
of Mrs. Clay, of Alabama, covering Social and Political Life in Washington and 
the South, 1853-1866: Put into Narrative Form by Ada Sterling (New York: 
Doubleday, 1904); and of his brothers, Hugh Lawson Clay (1822-1890) and John 
Withers Clay (1820-1896), and of their wives.

Letters deal with family matters, including education of the elder Clay's 
three sons at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, and the University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville; management of two or more cotton plantations and 
approximately fifty enslaved people, including a number of bills of sale; civic 
affairs in Huntsville; state politics, 1819-1860; Democratic and Whig party 
alignments, rivalries, and disputes; presidential elections, especially in 1844, 
1852, and 1856; Clement Comer Clay's governorship, 1835-1837. the Creek 
War, 1836; the panic of 1837, Clement Claiborne Clay's election as a Democrat 
to the U.S. Senate in 1853 and his re-election in 1857. Other political matters 
referred to include the Compromise of 1850; Kansas-Nebraska difficulty; break 
with Stephen A. Douglas; Democratic Convention of 1860; secession; and 
organization of the Confederate government. Personal letters refer to social life 
in Alabama and in Washington, D.C.; visits to springs and health resorts; the 
movement and welfare of enslaved people, including discussions of hiring out 
to other plantations or households; and Clement Claiborne Clay's travels for his 
health through Florida, 1851, and later to Arkansas and Minnesota.

Subjects of the Civil War years include Clement Claiborne Clay's political 
activities in the Confederate States Senate; his relations with Jefferson Davis; 
Federal raids on and occupation of Huntsville, consequent disruption of civilian 
life, and demoralization of enslaved people; J. W. Clay's publication of the 
Huntsville Democrat in various towns; Clay's defeat in the election of 1863 
for the Confederate Senate; his and other agents' work in Canada, assisting 
in the return of escaped Confederate prisoners to Confederate territory; plots 
of a general revolt in the Northwestern states designed to join these states 
to the Confederacy; the Democratic Convention of 1864; Horace Greeley's 
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efforts for peace, 1864; plans and execution of the Confederate raid on St. 
Albans, Vermont, 1864; Clay's return from Canada, and the final days of the 
Confederacy.

Material relating to the aftermath of the Civil War concerns accusations against 
Clay for complicity in Lincoln's assassination, Clay's surrender to Federal 
authorities, his imprisonment at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and the efforts 
of Virginia (Tunstall) Clay to obtain her husband's release. Papers for the 
period 1866-1915 generally pertain to personal matters, principally Clay's 
poverty, his attempts to retrieve his confiscated property, the settlement of his 
father's estate, efforts to re-establish farming operations, and his years in the 
insurance business, 1871-1873, with Jefferson Davis; and Virginia (Tunstall) 
Clay's dissatisfaction with a restricted social life, her tour of Europe, 1884-1885, 
and her efforts in later years to operate the plantation. There are occasional 
references to political affairs.

The volumes consist of an executor's book of the estate of C. C. Clay, Sr., 
1866-1869; letter books, 1864-1865; letterpress copy covering insurance 
business; memorandum books, 1853-1864, containing a mailing list of 
constituents and other notations; notebook, 1835-1841, containing college 
lecture notes; receipt books; legal fee book, 1814-1815; scrapbooks, ca. 
1848-1903, one of which contains plantation accounts, 1870-1873, and 
minutes of the Madison County Bible Society, 1820-1830; and the diaries and 
scrapbooks, 1859-1905, of Virginia (Tunstall) Clay.

Correspondents include Jeremiah S. Black, E. C. Bullock, C. C. Clay, Sr., C. 
C. Clay, Jr., David Clopton [Virginia (Tunstall) Clay's second husband], W. W. 
Corcoran, J. L. M. Curry, Jefferson Davis, Varina Davis, Benjamin Fitzpatrick, 
U. S. Grant, Andrew Johnson, L. Q. C. Lamar, Clifford Anderson Lanier, Sidney 
Lanier, Stephen R. Mallory, Nelson A. Miles, James K. Polk, John H. Reagan, R. 
B. Rhett, E. S. Shorter, Leroy P. Walker, Louis T. Wigfall, and William L. Yancey.

Description above taken from Guide to Cataloged Collections in the Manuscripts 
Department of the William R. Perkins Library, Duke University (1980) and added 
to in 2023 to indicate documentation of enslaved people.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
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Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The C. C. Clay Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library as a gift from 1933 to 1958.

Processing Information

Processed by Rubenstein Library Staff

Encoded by Noah Huffman, November 2010

Accessions from 1933 to 1958 were merged into one collection, described in 
this finding aid.

Additional description to highlight enslaved people and evidence of slavery, in 
Correspondence folders dated before and during the Civil War, added by Tracy 
M. Jackson, November 2022 and May 2023.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Clement C. Clay papers, 1846-1972David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library, Duke University
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Names and Subjects

• Plantations -- Alabama
• Slaveholders -- Alabama
• Slavery -- Alabama
• Slave trade -- Alabama
• Enslaved children -- Alabama
• Governors -- Alabama
• Alabama -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
• Alabama -- Politics and government
• Alabama -- Social life and customs
• Hunstville (Ala.) -- Politics and government
• Huntsville (Ala.) -- Social life and customs
• Confederate States of America -- Politics and government
• Cotton growing -- Alabama
• Education -- Southern States
• Reconstruction (U.S. history, 1865-1877) -- Alabama
• Saint Albans (Vt.) -- History -- Raid, 1864
• United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
• United States -- Politics and government -- 19th century
• Washington (D.C.) -- Social life and customs
• Bills of sale for enslaved persons
• Bills of sale
• Escaped prisoners of war -- Canada
• Escaped prisoners of war -- United States
• Diplomatic and consular service, Confederate
• Secret service -- Confederate States of America
• Clay, Clement Comer, 1789-1866
• Clay, Hugh Lawson, 1822-1890
• Clay, John Withers, 1820-1896
• Clay, Susanna Claiborne, 1798-1866
• Clay-Clopton, Virginia, 1825-1915
• Davis, Jefferson, 1808-1809
• Greeley, Horace, 1811-1872
• Lincoln, Abraham, 1809-1865 -- Assassination
• Confederate States of America. Congress -- Elections
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Collection Inventory

Correspondence, 1811-1925
Physical Description: 22 boxes 

Correspondence, 1811-1826 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes eleven bills of sale for enslaved people: • George, 22 or 23, and 
Sam, about 7: From Harrison and Francis Hicks of Giles County, TN, to 
Clement Comer Clay of Huntsville, AL, for "one negro man, slave, of black 
complexion, twenty two or three years old, named George, and also one 
negro boy, slave, of dark complexion, about seven years old named Sam." 
For $1250. 1818 March 12. • Isaac, about 12: From Edmund Hardy and 
Fortundaus (?) S. Cook to Comer Clay, for one enslaved boy, "of black 
complexion, about twelve years old, named Isaac." For $700. 1818 June 
08 • Dick, about 26: From Arthur F. Hopkins to Clement Comer Clay, for 
"a certain negro man, named Dick, about twenty six years old". For $900. 
1819 June 01 • Hampton, about 13: From J. Willis Pope (?) of Hunstville, AL, 
to Clement C. Clay, for "a certain negro boy, about thirteen years old, of a 
yellowish complexion, named Hampton" for $500. 1820 March 03 • Dedun, 
about 15: From Colin Bishop of Madison County, AL, to Clement C. Clay for 
"a negro boy, named Dedun, of dark complexion, about fifteen years old." For 
$500. 1821 November 25 • Davy: Letter from C. Bishop in Huntsville, AL, 
to his father Wyatt Bishop, agreeing to sell "his man Davy" to "Judge Clay" 
for $500; says to tell Davy he won't be far from his wife. 1822 January 01. 
Wyatt Bishop added note on reverse affirming receipt of payment from a 
C.C. Clay • Treasy/Crecy, 30 or 31, and her children Jacob, 13, Aimy, 7, and 
Joe, 7 or 8 months: From William F. Withers to Clement C. Clay for "Treasy 
alias Crecy" "a negro woman of black complexion" age 30-31; Jacob "yellow" 
13; Aimy, 7; Joe, 7-8 months old. For $1200. 1822 August 07. • Jacob, about 
22: From William Clay, Jr to Clement C. Clay, for one enslaved man "Jacob, 
about twenty two years of age, and of a dark complexion." 1823 July 15 • 
Minerva, 30, and her son Stephen, about 1 year, and Celia, 32, and her son 
Abraham, 1 year: From John Grayson, Madison County, AL, to Clement C. 
Clay. For $794. 1825 January 24. • Garland, 19: From John Taylor and Jesse 
Mundy of Amherst County, VA, to Clement C. Clay, for a 19 year old man 
Garland, "black complexion." For $600. 1825 October 08. • Nanny, 38, and 
her children Nancy, 7, Jackson, 4, and Sampson, 2: From William F. Withers 
of Lauderdale County, AL, to Clement C. Clay, for Nanny about 38; and her 
three children, Nancy age 7, Jackson age 4 and Sampson age 2. For $1000. 
1826 September 02.
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Letters between family members also reference individual enslaved persons, 
particularly multiple letters from William Clay to his son Clement Comer Clay 
in 1823-1824 regarding someone named Cynthia requesting C.C. Clay send 
Crecy to her, and how this travel might take place. Also includes a letter to 
C.C. Clay from a George Mas(son?), 1818 July 05, regarding the likelihood of 
purchasing enslaved people and where it can best be accomplished.

Also includes other letters from and to C.C. Clay, Sr., regarding court 
business; letters from William Clay regarding court business, running of 
plantations, and hiring of and other matters related to enslaved people; and 
other family and professional letters.

Correspondence, 1827-1833 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes three bills of sale for enslaved people: • Peter, 17: From Samuel 
Calhoun of Jackson County, AL, to Clement C. Clay, for $500. 1827 October 
24 • Cely, 19, and her son Ellick, 12-15 months: From James Duncan to 
Clement C. Clay, "negro woman Cely age 19 of black complexion and her 
son Ellick, 12-15 months old". For $400. 1828 August 03. • Daniel, about 28: 
From administrators of the estate of William M. Stamps to Clement C. Clay. 
First bequeathed to Elijah Stamps. 1831 May 28

Letters between family members also include mentions of enslaved people, 
both individuals by name and as groups, in contexts both on plantations and 
in certain areas. A letter from son Clement C. Clay to his father C.C. Clay, 
1828 December 06, refers to a self-emancipated man named Solomon: "I 
think it is probably that Solomon is caught as we have received two letters 
from Louisville Kentucky from two different gentlemen namely Mr. Cooke 
(or Cocke?) and Mr. Martin the jailor. He is described in such a manner as 
to make a person suppose that it was Solomon. He is said to have changed 
his name for Jim but there were two negroes in jail with him to whom he 
confessed that he had runaway from Alabama from Mr. Clay Attorney at Law 
and that he absconded while he was at Mobile."; Susanna Clay also refers 
to this in a letter about the same time. A letter from Maria Withers to C.C. 
Clay, Sr, 1833 December 24, refers to an enslaved man in jail "accused of 
burning his master's gin-house" and discusses rumors of a revolt; a postscript 
on the same letter by J.W. Clay refers to "Uncle Augustine"'s mistreatment of 
enslaved servants Harriet and Toney.

Correspondence, 1834-1840 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes a letter from C.C. Clay, Sr, to a "Capt George" regarding the 
disposition of the estate of someone named Beauchamp to their heirs 
specifically discusses enslaved people and how they, as "property" would 
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be divided when considered of unequal value, and how they would not be 
emancipated.

Letters primarily of C.C. Clay, Sr., Susannah Clay, C.C. Clay, Jr., William Clay, 
between family members, including some from the Withers family (Susannah 
Clay's family). Also includes a diploma for Virginia Tunstall from the Female 
Academy of Nashville Tennessee, dated 1840.

Correspondence, 1841-1842 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters between and among the Clay family and others, primarily letters from 
C.C. Clay, Jr., to Virginia Tunstall.

Correspondence, 1843-1845 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes four bills of sale/indentures for enslaved people: • Daniel, 30, Eliza, 
26, and Salina, 6: From William M. Griffin as administrator of estate of 
Thomas Beauchamp to Clement C. Clay, for Daniel mulatto about 30 years 
old, Eliza a mulatto about 26, Salina a mulatto the child of Eliza about 6 years 
old. For $1000. 1843 February 13. • Cyrus, 50, Sally, 38, Tempe, 20, Milo, 
18, Gilford, 16, Eliza, 14, Nathan, 12, Maria 10, Jonas, 3, and Sarah Ann, 
1: Indenture between Virginia Tunstall, John Withers Clay, and Clement C. 
Clay, Jr.,: enslaved people owned by Virginia Tunstall before her marriage 
to C.C. Clay, Jr.,: Cyrus a man about fifty years old, Sally his wife about 38 
years old, Tempe a girl about twenty years old, Milo a boy about eighteen 
years old, Gilford a boy about 16 years old, Eliza a girl about 14 years old, 
Nathan a boy about 12 years old, Maria a girl about 10 years old, Jonas a boy 
about three years old, and Sarah Ann a girl about one year old. All children 
of Cyrus and Sally. All in the possession of Alfred Battle, former guardian 
of Virginia Tunstall, living in Tuscaloosa. C.C. Clay, Jr., sells for $1 all title 
to these people to John Withers Clay, to hold for the use of Virginia, "free 
from the control of her husband." To be hired out annually for proceeds to 
Virginia, or "to be used by her for her separate benefit as servants." 1843 
February 13. • Archy, 35-40: From Burton Pride to James F. Bailey for "negro 
man Archy aged between thirty-five and forty". For $450. 1844 January 11. • 
Archy: From James Bailey to C.C. Clay for purchase of "mulatto" man Archy. 
For $500. 1844 May 29.

Also includes three letters from James K. Polk to C.C. Clay, Sr. Two from 
October 1844 regarding Clay campaigning for Polk during his run for 
President, and one from December 1844 sending regrets they cannot visit 
with the Clays before going to Washington, D.C.

Correspondence, 1846-1847 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Includes a letter from H.L. Clay to his mother (Susanna Clay) regarding the 
death of Jim, an enslaved man, and how emotionally affected Clay is. 1846 
February 20.

Correspondence, 1848-1850 (online item 
available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1848-1850
Scope and Contents

Includes two bills of sale for enslaved people:

Bill of sale for Sally and her unnamed infant son: From Meredith Calhoun, 
Huntsville, AL, to Clement C. Clay, for $800, 1848 September 15;

Bill of sale for Jim, age 10, and George, age 9: From William R. Hunt of 
Madison County, AL, to Henry A. Skeggs, for $725.50 "in discharge of an 
execution against me in favor of Samuel Ragland." In turn, Henry Skeggs to 
Clement C. Clay as security for three bonds in the amount of $192.87 each 
(a total of $578.61), payable to Samuel Ragland, 1849 November 05. If the 
bonds are repaid within a period of time the bill of sale is void.

Also includes letters between family members that refer to the health of "the 
servants".

Correspondence, 1851-1852 (online item 
available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1851-1852
Scope and Contents

Includes two bills of sale for enslaved children: Bill of sale for Jim, age 12, 
and George, age 11: From Henry A. Skeggs to J.W. Clay, W.H. Thompson, and 
H.L. Clay as security for a bond in the amount of $500, payable to Archibald 
McDonnell, 1851 March 22. If the bond is repaid within one year the bill 
of sale is void; Bill of sale for Jim, age about 13, and George, age about 11: 
From Henry A. Skeggs of Madison County, AL, to Clement C. Clay, for $1300, 
1852 June 09.

Correspondence, 1853-1854 June (online item 
available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1853 - 1854 June
Scope and Contents

Includes a letter from H. L. Clay to "my dear brother" describing Clay's 
"wishes in regard to the sale of your negroes". Mentions possibility of selling 
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Bird, Harriett and family, and George and Jimmy with reference to their 
still being close to their mother. Requests a reply quickly so he can sell 
"before the many other negroes advertised for sale are offered on the block", 
1853 December 11. Also includes letters between Clay and his father about 
political matters, and a copy of at least one speech Clay gave in 1853.

Correspondence, 1854 July - 1856 April (online 
item available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1854 July - 1856 April
Scope and Contents

Includes correspondence between Clay and his father about politics and a 
number of letters sent to Clay regarding speeches he made in the U.S. Senate 
and elsewhere.

Correspondence, 1856 May-June (online item 
available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1856 May-June
Scope and Contents

Primarily letters to Clay from admirers of his April speech on Kansas-
Nebraska; also includes some correspondence between Clay and his father 
about the U.S. presidential race.

Correspondence, 1856 July-December (online 
item available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1856 July-December
Scope and Contents

Includes a letter to Clay regarding his Kansas-Nebraska speech, as well as 
campaign documents and discussion of the presidential election.

Correspondence, 1857 January-April (online 
item available) Box 2

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1857 January-April
Scope and Contents

Includes bill of sale for Campbell, an enslaved man, age 32 or 33: From 
G. M. Steele to Clement C. Clay, for $1100, "a negro man slave, of yellow 
complexion", 1857 January 27. Also includes correspondence regarding 
political appointments, particularly requests to Clay for assistance in 
obtaining appointments, as well as a number of letters requesting or 
acknowledging receipt of Perry's expeditions to Japan and a letter including a 
lock of hair.
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Correspondence, 1857 May-December Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes: • Prospectus for "African Advocate and Southern Expositor 
of American Slavery" from J.V. Williams; magazine was later 
published as Southern Dial and African Monitor, according to https://
www.pbagalleries.com/view-auctions/catalog/id/440/lot/141581/ • Letters 
regarding elections to Alabama legislature, Governor Winston's campaign 
for the legislature to elect him to U.S. Senate in place of Clay, and the 
Democratic Convention in Montgomery • Item "J Withers Clay in account 
with C.C. Clay, Jr." includes details of transactions including the hiring out 
of named enslaved people, 1857-1859, with additional notes added in 1860, 
1861, and 1867

Also includes other family correspondence.

Correspondence, 1858 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes: • Letter from H. L. Clay to C.C. Clay Jr. of 1858 January 05 
discusses hiring Lucinda to T.C. Hawkins for $70, as well as general hiring of 
enslaved people owned by C.C. Clay. • "List of notes and bonds due to C. C. 
Clay, Jr., placed in the hands of J. Withers Clay by H. L. Clay, January 1858" 
– includes bonds for the price of hiring named enslaved people, including 
Guilford, Sally, Frank, Sarah Anne, Cyrus, Nathan, Lucinda, Dan, George, 
and others. A portion of the middle of this document is missing. • Letter 
from James H. Williams to Mrs. C. C. Clay, Jr. (Virginia Tunstall Clay) of 
1858 February 05, mentions "Mrs. Lyon has two of your father's negroes, 
sold years ago" named Nancy and Arch, and they were sold in Eutaw, AL. • 
Incomplete letter from Rose Kiernulff in St. Thomas to "Dear Friend" (likely 
Virginia Clay), 1858 May 01 complains about "the trouble one has in these 
emancipated islands to get the blacks to work" and how the lands they have 
are worth nothing without cultivation. • Transcript of letter from Henry 
Myers, a Naval officer, 1858 June 19, from the ship Marion, regarding his 
experiences sailing off the coast of Africa and visiting Monrovia. He writes 
about his disgust at seeing the "insolent assumption [sic] equality" of Black 
men at a dinner, the hypocrisy of "Boston and Salem" abolitionists who trade 
in rum and "perpetuate all kinds of Crimes", the movements of ships from 
America, France, and England, and comments "The floating rum shop of 
Massachusetts, and the Pet humberg (Monrovia) of all Yankeedom have 
convinced me, that we at the SOUTH are the only true philant [sic] in regards 
to the condition of the negro." Original letter does not appear to be in this 
folder and its whereabouts are unknown; transcript was likely created during 
writing of Virginia Clay's autobiography. • Letter from William F. Sanford to 
C.C. Clay, Jr., dated 1858 October 20, regarding politics. Marked by a later 
hand "Important Politics" • Letters from C. C. Clay, Jr. to his father, December 
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1858, regarding Douglass's removal from a committee and generally about 
the Democratic and Republican parties

Also includes some letters about legislation related to fishing bounties and 
cod fishing, to C. C. Clay, Jr., but most letters in this folder are to Virginia 
Clay.

Correspondence, 1859 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes: • Letter from Jefferson Davis, 1859 May 17, to C. C. Clay, Jr., about 
his (Davis's) wife's illness, the effect of flooding on his crops, suggesting 
houses for Clay to rent, and announcing the birth of a son. • Letters 
commenting on political situation in KY, VA, etc., and the South in general, 
especially from George Pugh, June 1859, Ben Fitzpatrick August 1859, 
[?] Williams December 1859, F. W. Byrdsall December 1859, E. C. Bullock 
December 1859. • Letter from H. L. Clay to C. C. Clay, Jr., 1859 December 
23, discusses a possible business partnership and names which enslaved 
people could work there, and notes "the two boys in Mississippi are hired 
to Kennedy". • Letter from H.L. Clay to C.C. 1859 December 31, discusses 
several individual enslaved people and who they have or have not been 
hired out to: "Sarah Ann is not in condition to hire. She has an obstruction 
of menstruation that requires careful attention. Hence, she will stay on the 
mountain. Tempy I'll try and hire on Monday. Gilford brings $200. Nathan has 
not yet got a home. Dan I can't hire to a carpenter. They do not seem to fancy 
him." A postscript notes "Since writing I've hired Tempy and children at the 
Seminary for $80 – a good place and a good price."

Also includes other family correspondence.

Correspondence, circa 1850s Box 3

Scope and Contents

Mostly letters to Virginia Clay, many from Rose Kierulf (including one 
incomplete letter written from Jersey Wilds on May 23 expressing her fears 
for her friends and others in the event of war and commenting negatively on 
"the Negro race" while also stating her belief "that the age for any kind of 
Slavery is past."). Other correspondents are Jennie Glentworth, T. T. Tunstall, 
and several others. Some letters may be from later than the 1850s.

Correspondence, 1860 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes: • Letter to "Mama Jennie" from Comer, 1860 January 15, on same 
letter as from H. L. Clay. Comer is a child and may have been H.L.'s son (see 
folder 1862 June-December) or may have been a servant or enslaved boy, as 
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he says "I went to the white folks church to see Mr. Cobbs preach" and H. 
L. Clay indicates he helped Comer write his portion of the letter: "I put the 
pencil in his hand and wrote, without dictation, what he said." • Letter from 
H. L. Clay to C. C. Clay Jr. 1860 January 19 discussed individual enslaved 
people including Cyrus, Sarah Ann, and Nathan. • Letter from David Clopton 
to C. C. Clay Jr on 1860 December 13 detailing the stances on secession of 
various members of the House of Representatives from the south.

Also includes other correspondence.

Correspondence, 1861 January-June Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes discussions of C. C. Clay, Jr.'s illness, secession, amd some letters 
from acquaintances in army preparing for fighting; also includes other letters 
from family and acquaintances.

Correspondence, 1861 July-December Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes some letters regarding C. C. Clay, Jr.'s election to Confederacy 
Senate, some from H. L. Clay regarding "camp life", and other letters from 
family and acquaintances

Correspondence, 1862 January-May Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes correspondence from brothers H. L. Clay and J. W. Clay regarding 
battles, etc.; also includes other letters from family and acquaintances.

Correspondence, 1862 June-December Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes: • Letter from unidentified correspondent to "Dear Sister" Mrs. 
C. C. Clay describes a visit from H. L. and Celeste Clay and their grief over 
the death of their son [C?]omer • Several pages, undated, labeled Mrs. 
Philip Phillips' Journal, written in pencil and appearing to describe events 
during the Civil War • Letter from H. L. Clay to "my dear bro," likely C. 
C. Clay Jr., 1862 September 25, describes H. L. Clay's recovery from an 
injury and refers to "losses from the enemy" for both men, and says "As to 
your negroes leaving and other spoliations..."; another from and to same on 
1862 December 04 discusses H. L. Clay's directions on where and how his 
enslaved people should be moved from Huntsville to avoid being "taken, by 
force or persuasion, whenever the enemy returns." Another 1862 December 
14 from and to same further discusses possible relocation plans as well 
as where enslaved people are currently working and for whom, some by 
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name. Letter from C. C. Clay to his father about finding somewhere to send 
enslaved people of his and H. L.'s and advising his father to send his enslaved 
people there as well. • A few letters from or to Clay regarding Confederate 
politics; most letters refer to events of the war with topics including battles, 
sentiments, prices, individual commanders or troops, etc.

Correspondence, 1863 January-May Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes several pages of penciled drafts of notes on legal and governmental 
structure of Confederacy, as well as other correspondence.

Correspondence, 1863 May-August Box 4

Scope and Contents

Mostly correspondence between family members and some friends; most 
letters refer to events of the war; many letters between H. L. Clay, J. W. Clay, 
and Susannah Clay give updates on enslaved people, by name, and where 
they are.

Correspondence, 1863 September-December Box 4

Scope and Contents

Mostly correspondence between family members and some friends; most 
letters refer to events of the war; many letters between H. L. Clay, J. W. Clay, 
and Susannah Clay give updates on enslaved people, by name, and where 
they are; letters and drafts in Nov 1863 refer to Clay's position on increasing 
soldier's pay and his loss of re-election to the Confederate Senate.

Correspondence, 1864 January-June Box 4

Scope and Contents

Correspondence between family and friends; some materials relate to Clay's 
expedition to Canada.

Correspondence, 1864 July-September Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes correspondence from Canada, as well as transcripts of some 
documents and letters that do not appear to be in this folder but are 
Confederate documents. Correspondence from Canada discusses possibilities 
for peace. Some materials are from T.E. Lacy, a name C. C. Clay, J.r, 
apparently used while in Canada for correspondence.

Correspondence, 1864 October - 1865 January Box 4
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Scope and Contents

Includes correspondence from Canada, including personal ads placed in 
newspapers, apparently in New York, to communicate between Clay (Lacy) 
in Canada and family/friends in the Confederacy. Letters from H. L. Clay to 
Virginia Clay commenting on state of war and advising on travel and use of 
money.

Correspondence, 1865 February-June Box 5

Scope and Contents

Includes documents related to C. C. Clay, Jr., turning himself in to U.S. 
authorities and going to prison, as well as Virginia's ability to visit him, 
among other materials.

Correspondence, 1865 July-September Box 5

Correspondence, 1865 October Box 5

Correspondence, 1865 November Box 5

Correspindence, 1865 December Box 5

Letter fragments written in prison, 1865-1866 Box 5

Correspondence, 1866 Box 6

Scope and Contents note

"Manufactured testimony" against Mr. Clay.

Correspondence, 1867-1871 June Box 7

Correspondence, 1871 July-1877 August Box 8

Correspondence, 1877 September-1881 Box 9

Correspondence, 1882-1884 Box 10

Correspondence, 1885 January-1888 October Box 11

Correspondence, 1888 November-1890 June Box 12

Correspondence, 1890 July-1892 June Box 13

Correspondence, 1892 July-1897 Box 14

Correspondence, 1898-1900 Box 15
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Correspondence, 1901-1903 Box 16

Correspondence, 1904-1905 Box 17

Correspondence, 1906-1908 September Box 18

Correspondence, 1908 October-1911 May Box 19

Correspondence, 1911 June-1913 Box 20

Correspondence, 1914-1920s Box 21

Correspondence, 1900s and undated Box 22

Return to Table of Contents

Bound volumes, 1835-1903
Physical Description: 17 volumes 

Executor's Book (Estate of Clement Comer 
Clay), 1866-1869 Volume S:692

Letterbook, 1864 June 14-September 29 (online 
item available) Volume M:693

Digital Object: Letterbook, 1864 June 14-September 29
Scope and Contents note

Correspondence from Canada. Copies of letters from C.C. Clay to: Judah 
Benjamin, Jefferson Davis, Horace Greeley, Slidell and Mason, George H. 
Pendleton, and S. R. Mallory.

Letterbook, 1865 June 30-November 23 (online 
item available) Volume M:694

Digital Object: Letterbook, 1865 June 30-November 23
Scope and Contents note

Correspondence fom Fortress Monroe. Copies of letters sent to E. M. Stanton 
and Andrew Johnson from C. C. Clay and copies of letters sent to Jefferson 
Davis, Jeremiah Black, and Robert Toombs by Virginia C. Clay.

Letterpress copy book, 1871-1873 Volume M:695

Memorandum Book, 1853-1861 Volume M:696

- Page 18 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4ht2sj6b
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4d222r5b


Guide to the C. C. Clay Papers, 1811-1925

Scope and Contents note

Mailing list for congressional documents

Memorandum Book, 1853-1864 Volume M:697

Notebook, 1835-1841 Volume M:698

Scope and Contents note

College, personal, and legal notes.

Receipt Book, 1860-1882 Volume S:699

Receipts, 1871-1873 Volume S:700

Scrapbook, circa 1866-1878 Volume S:701

Scrapbook, circa 1865-1890 Volume L:702

Scrapbook, circa 1866-1903 Volume M:703

Madison County (Ala.) Bible Society minutes, 
1820-1830; and C. C. Clay Plantation accounts, 
1870-1873 Volume F:705

Scrapbook, 1848-1853 Volume L:706

Fee book, 1814-1815 Volume S:707

Virginia Clay scrapbook, 1862-1896 Volume L:718

Virginia Clay scrapbook, 1886-1893 Volume L:719

Return to Table of Contents

Other papers
Physical Description: 6 boxes 

Genealogy Box 23

Miscellany Box 23

Addresses and writings of Mrs. Virginia Clay-
Clopton Box 23
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Addresses and writings of Mrs. Virginia Clay 
Clopton Box 24

Calling and gift cards Box 25

Photographs of members of Clay and related 
families Box 26

Printed material Box 26

Virginia Clay diary, 1859-1866 (online item 
available) Box 26

Digital Object: Virginia Clay diary, 1859-1866

Addresses of C. C. Clay Box 26

Newspaper clippings Box 27

Newspaper clippings Box 28

Virginia Clay diaries, 1865-1909 (online item 
available) Box 29

Physical Description: 6 volumes 
Digital Object: Virginia Clay diary, 1865-1869
Scope and Contents

Includes Virginia Clay diary, 1865-1869.

C. C. Clay's diaries: excerpts and partial 
transcripts, 1865 Box 5

Virginia Clay's diaries excerpt transcripts, 1865 Box 5

Return to Table of Contents
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