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Summary

Collection Title:
Joseph Conrad papers, 1850-1972, 2023

Creator:
Conrad, Joseph, 1857-1924; Conrad, Jessie

Abstract:
Joseph Conrad was a Polish-born novelist and resident of Bishopsbourne, England. 
Collection comprises letters and scrapbooks about the life and works of novelist 
Joseph Conrad. Correspondence includes letters by Conrad to David S. Meldrum, 
an advisor to publisher Wm. Blackwood & Sons. Conrad conveys family news, 
including his son Borys's activities in France during World War I; he also comments 
on his various literary projects, including Lord Jim,   Heart of Darkness,   Youth: 
A Narrative and Other Tales, and   The Rescue. Other correspondence includes 
letters of Jessie George Conrad, and letters from Conrad to Sir Sidney Colvin and 
his wife, Frances; Henry Arthur Jones and his daughter, Jennie Doris Arthur Jones 
Thorne; and T. Fisher Unwin, Conrad's publisher. Frequently mentioned are Henry 
James and John Galsworthy. There is also an album of 43 cabinet card photographs, 
1850s-1890s, of Conrad's Polish relatives, many of whom were exiled by political 
and military conflicts. Six scrapbooks of reviews, tributes, and clippings, and a 
recipe book, all compiled by Conrad's wife, Jessie George Conrad, round out the 
collection.

Extent:
3 Linear Feet (5 boxes)

Language:
Material in English and Polish

Collection ID:
RL.00256

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m18c9z

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Joseph Conrad papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m18c9z


Guide to the Joseph Conrad papers, 1850-1972, 2023

Background

Scope and Content

Collection contains letters, scrapbooks, and a photograph album documenting 
the life and works of Polish-born novelist Joseph Conrad. The two 
correspondence series consist of letters from Joseph and Jessie to others, 
including literary contacts and personal friends. The bulk of Joseph Conrad's 
letters are written to David S. Meldrum, an advisor to Wm. Blackwood & Sons. 
Conrad conveys family news, including the activities of his son Borys in France 
during World War I; he also comments on his various literary projects. Titles 
mentioned over the course of his correspondence with Meldrum include Lord 
Jim,   Heart of Darkness,   Youth: A Narrative and Other Tales, and   The Rescue. 
Other correspondence includes letters from Conrad to Sir Sidney Colvin and his 
wife, Frances; Henry Arthur Jones and his daughter, Jennie Doris Arthur Jones 
Thorne; and T. Fisher Unwin, Conrad's publisher.

Most of Jessie George Conrad's letters date from after Joseph Conrad's death, 
and relate to the publication of her memoir of him and royalties from the 
publication of his papers.

The collection also includes a series of clippings contemporary to Conrad's life, 
criticism and reviews of his works, and articles about his legacy, assembled by 
Jessie Conrad. There is also an information folder about the provenance of the 
Conrad Papers collection at Duke, research articles and reference materials 
on the collection and on Conrad's family and life (1950s-2023), and assorted 
printed ephemera.

The photograph album in the collection contains 43 cartes-de-visite (albumen) 
photographic portraits, circa 1858-1890, of Conrad's Polish relatives, many 
of whom were exiled by political and military conflicts and who often reveal 
their political position (Polish nationalism and anti-Russian) via clothing and 
accessories; there is also an image of a Catholic church in Chernihiv (Ukraine), 
where Conrad's mother died, and one of an unidentified gravestone. Eighteen of 
the 43 photographs are of identified individuals or places. The album has been 
digitized, and the images are accessible directly through this collection guide.

In addition there are six scrapbooks compiled by Conrad's wife, Jessie George 
Conrad, containing clippings, reviews, and tributes. Portions of the scrapbooks 
relate to Jessie Conrad's cookbook, A Handbook of Cookery for a Small House, 
and her memoir of Joseph Conrad,   Joseph Conrad as I Knew Him (1926). There 
is also a scrapbook about Joseph Conrad's tour of the United States in 1923.
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Biographical/Historical

Novelist born in 1857 as Józef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski in Berdychiv, 
Ukraine, formerly part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth; exiled from 
his homeland along with his parents, who died when he was still young, he 
eventually settled in Bishopsbourne, Kent, England, where he died in 1924. 
Author of Heart of Darkness; Lord Jim; Nostromo; The Secret Agent; Youth: 
A Narrative and Two Other Stories; The Rescue, and many other novels and 
stories. He married Jessie George in 1896; the couple had two sons, Borys and 
John.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged into four series: Letters from Joseph Conrad; Letters from Jessie Conrad; 
Clippings and Ephemera; Scrapbooks; and Photograph Album.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
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the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Joseph Conrad Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from 1949-1968. The bulk of this collection 
was acquired by Duke Professor William M. Blackburn, a Conrad scholar who 
purchased the letters from David S. Meldrum's daughter in 1958.

Processing Information

Processed by Ben Saalfeld and Meghan Lyon, March 2016.

Photograph album images research and description by Kimmi Kresica, Duke 
University Libraries, 2022-2023; image data edited and encoded by Paula 
Jeannet, July-September 2023.

Translations from Polish to English facilitated by Agnieszka Majewska, currently 
Lecturer in Polish at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2022.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Authors -- Correspondence
• Authors and publishers
• Authors, English
• Polish people -- Portraits -- 19th century
• World War, 1914-1918 -- France
• Poland -- History -- 1864-1918
• United States -- Description and travel
• Albumen prints
• Cartes-de-visite photographs (card photographs)
• Photograph albums
• Scrapbooks
• Conrad, Joseph, 1857-1924 -- Criticism and interpretation
• Conrad, Joseph, 1857-1924 -- Exile -- England
• Conrad, Joseph, 1857-1924 -- Family
• Conrad, Joseph, 1857-1924 -- Monuments
• Conrad, Jessie
• Colvin, Frances, 1839-1924
• Colvin, Sidney, Sir, 1845-1927
• Conrad, Borys, 1898-1979
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• Thorne, Jennie Doris Arthur Jones
• Unwin, T. Fisher, (Thomas Fisher), 1848-1935
• Blackwood, William, 1836-1912
• Jellicoe, John Rushworth Jellicoe, Earl, 1859-1935
• Jean-Aubry, G., (Georges), 1882-1950 -- Joseph Conrad
• Jones, Henry Arthur, 1851-1929
• James, Henry, 1843-1916
• Galsworthy, John, 1867-1933
• Meldrum, David Storrar, 1865-

Collection Inventory

Letters from Joseph Conrad, 1897-1922

Blackwood, William (Blackwood and Sons), 
1899-1900 Box 1

Colvin, Lady Frances Jane, 1920 Box 1

Colvin, Sidney, 1904-1919 Box 1

Meldrum, David S., 1897-1908 Box 1
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Unknown recipients, 1908, 1922 Box 1

Unwin, T. Fisher, 1897 Box 1

Thorne, Jennie Doris Arthur Jones, 1919-1920 Box 1

Return to Table of Contents

Letters from Jessie Conrad, 1909-1936

Hodgson and Co., 1924, 1936 Box 1

Meldrum, David S., 1909-1910 Box 1

Unknown recipients, 1935 Box 1

Return to Table of Contents

Collection information folder, clippings, and ephemera, 1898-1971
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Information folder about the collection, 
1958-1971, 2023 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Folder includes copies of articles written about this collection, which include 
research on the individuals whose portraits are in the Conrad photograph 
album.

A hard copy of notes from recent research conducted by Kimmi Kresica, 
historian and metadata contributor to the digitization project for the album, 
is included in this folder; her findings correct some erroneous identifications 
and add contextual details.

Newspaper clippings and reviews of Conrad's 
writings, 1898-1903 Box 1

Miscellaneous clippings about Conrad's life and 
writings, 1923-1965 Box 1

Photocopies of clippings about Conrad's life, 
from other sources, 1923-1969 Box 1

Printed ephemera, 1903 and undated Box 1

Empty envelopes, 1922 and undated Box 1

Return to Table of Contents

Scrapbooks, 1923-1927, 1970s
Physical Description: 1.5 Linear Feet
6 volumes; 1 folder. 

Captions and duplicates of Joseph Conrad's 
photograph album of his Polish relatives, 1970s Box 1

Scrapbook I: Joseph Teodor Korzeniowski 
Conrad (reviews during his American tour, 227 
pgs.), 1923 Box 5

Scrapbook II: Reviews of Literary Career of 
Joseph Conrad (71 pgs.), 1924 Box 4

Scrapbook III: A Handbook of Cookery for a 
Small House, by Jessie Conrad (67 pgs.), 1923 Box 1
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Scrapbook IV: Reviews of Joseph Conrad as I 
Knew Him, by Jessie Conrad, 1926 Box 3

Scrapbook V: Criticisms of Joseph Conrad: 
His Life and Letters (by G. Jean-Aubry), and 
Memorial Cullings (77 pgs.), 1927 Box 1

Scrapbook VI: Reviews of Joseph Conrad and 
His Circle, by Jessie Conrad (67 pgs.), 1926 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Jessie Conrad's book was published as Joseph Conrad As I Knew Him.

Return to Table of Contents

Joseph Conrad photograph album of his Polish relatives, circa 1857-circa 
1892 (online item available)
Physical Description: The album measures approximately 8 1/2 x 5 3/4 inches 
and is covered with black Moroccan leather with ivory bands, and once had a 
side clasp, of which only the hinges remain. It was designed to hold cartes-de-
visite photographs: each album page hosts two slots which are open at the top to 
allow for items to be inserted or removed. There some slots where there are no 
photographs. At some unknown time, numbers were written on the back of each 
photo. Empty slots result in numbering gaps. The current photograph identifiers 
are based on these numbers. Some of the bracket notations and names in pencil 
added later on the backs have been found to be incorrect; current descriptions in 
this collection guide reflect new information and identifications.

Joseph Conrad photograph album of his Polish relatives, 1850s-1860s
Language: Polish.
Scope and Contents

This cartes-de-visite album contains 43 albumen photographs dated from about 
1857 to 1889, 41 of which are studio portraits of Korzeniowski and Bobrowski 
friends and family, all taken before Joseph (Korzeniowsky) Conrad left his 
homeland and settled in England.

Biographical / Historical

The origination date and provenance of this photo album is uncertain. Joseph 
Conrad's relative Tadeusz Bobrowski reported that Joseph's mother and father 
carried an album with them into exile, and this may be the album that ended 
up among Conrad's most treasured possessions. Jessie Conrad stated that 
Conrad's album traveled the world with him, and one of his letters from the 
Congo directly references placing a photo "in my album" to view often (see 
Maryla Bobrowsksa Tyszkowa, photos 26 and 45.) Jessie Conrad wrote in 1926 
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that Joseph Conrad called his photograph album "the graveyard" and did not 
want any new photos to be placed within it.

Processing Information:

For easier identification, the album pages have been numbered by library staff 
and the page numbers added to each photograph's description in this collection 
guide.

Alternative Form Available:

The Joseph Conrad photograph album and its contents have been digitized by 
library staff; the digital images are available through this collection guide or on 
the Duke Libraries Digital Collections website.

Adolf Pilchowski, seated, and unidentified 
woman, standing, full-length portrait, circa 
1861 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 1 > Image 1

Digital Object: Adolf Pilchowski, seated, and unidentified woman, standing, full-
length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Photo inscribed to Joseph Conrad's parents, Apollo and Ewa Korzeniowski 
on Christmas Eve 1861, Ewa's name day. Wacław Lasocki's memoir (1933) 
includes a very similar single portrait identified as Adolf Pilchowski. Ewa's 
uncle Adolf Pilchowski had helped secure the couple's engagement. This 
photo would have been gifted while Conrad's father Apollo was in prison 
on charges of political conspiracy, following his arrest in October 1861. In 
April 1862, both Apollo and Ewa Korzeniowski were sentenced to exile by the 
Russian government.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Unknown. Inscription: "Apollonowi i Ewelinie Korzeniowskim 
z Ojcowskim błogosławieństwem na pamiątkę d. 24 Grud. 1861." Translation: 
"For Apollo and Ewa Korzeniowski with fatherly blessings, in remembrance 
24 Dec. 1861."

Stefan Buszczyński in profile, bust portrait, 
between 1867 and 1871 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 1 > Image 2

Digital Object: Stefan Buszczyński in profile, bust portrait
Biographical / Historical

Stefan Buszczyński was a friend of Apollo Korzeniowski and Joseph Conrad's 
first guardian after his father's death in May 1869. Buszczyński's son 
Konstanty and daughter Ofelia also became Conrad's friends in Kraków. This 
photo was given around a year after guardianship had been transferred to 
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his grandmother Teofila Bobrowski, perhaps around the end of the summer 
holidays.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Walery Rzewuski. Location: Kraków (Poland). Inscription: 
"Konradowi Korzeniowskiemu jego i Rodzicow jego i całej rodziny 
przyjaciel / Stefan Buszczyński / Kraków / 15 Wrzes: 1871." Translation: "For 
Konrad Korzeniowski from his, his parents', and his family's friend Stefan 
Buszczyński / Krakow / 15 Sept 1871."

Unidentified woman in national mourning dress 
with cross, three-quarter portrait, circa 1861 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 2 > Image 3

Digital Object: Unidentified woman in national mourning dress with cross, three-
quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

At the time of inscription, Joseph Conrad's father Apollo Korzeniowski was 
in prison on charges of political conspiracy. Both his mother Ewa or Apollo's 
sister Emilia could be an EK, and both participated in political protest 
activities such as wearing żałoba narowoda (national mourning) dress. The 
fashion was worn by Poles in the partitions as a form of protest in the 1860s.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Karol Beyer. Location: Warsaw (Poland). Inscription: 
"Zabieram sobie na pamiątkę / d. 23 Listopada 1861. / EK" Translation: "I am 
taking as a memento / 23 November 1861. / EK"

Marguerite (Gachet) Poradowska, bust portrait, 
circa 1890 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 2 > Image 4

Digital Object: Marguerite (Gachet) Poradowska, bust portrait
Biographical / Historical

"Aunt" Marguerite Poradowska was the Belgian wife, later widow, of "Uncle" 
Aleksander Poradowski. He was a distant cousin to Joseph Conrad. She was 
a well-connected writer and translator, helped secure Conrad's work in the 
Congo, and was a romantic interest in the early 1890s.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Alphonse Louis Désiré Barrès. Location: Paris (France).

Unidentified woman in three-quarter profile, 
between 1858 and 1865 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 3 > Image 5

Digital Object: Unidentified woman in three-quarter profile
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Biographical / Historical

This photo has pin holes in all four corners, suggesting it was displayed 
outside the album at one time.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Aleksander Witkowski. Location: Warsaw (Poland).

Unidentified woman in white bonnet and dress, 
seated, full-length portrait, circa 1860 (online 
item available) Box 2 > Page 3 > Image 6

Digital Object: Unidentified woman in white bonnet and dress, seated, full-length 
portrait
Biographical / Historical

The studio furnishings match photos from the Felix Czerkawski studio in 
Zhytomyr, but the photo is unstamped. See also No. 35 and No. 41.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski? Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine)?

Stefan Bobrowski, seated, full-length portrait, 
before 1863 April (online item available) Box 2 > Page 4 > Image 7

Digital Object: Stefan Bobrowski, seated, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Joseph Conrad's uncle Stefan Bobrowski, one leader of the January Uprising, 
was killed by a political rival in a duel near Rawicz on April 12, 1863. 
Multiple copies of this photo can be found in albums and reprinted in 
histories focused on the Powstanie Stychniowe.

Scope and Contents

Photographer and location unknown.

Stefan Bobrowski standing beside unidentified 
seated man, three-quarter portrait, before 1860 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 4 > Image 8

Digital Object: Stefan Bobrowski standing beside unidentified seated man, three-
quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

Joseph Conrad's uncle Stefan Bobrowski, in student's uniform before he left 
his studies. A leader in the January Uprising, he was killed by a political rival 
in a duel near Rawicz on April 12, 1863.
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Scope and Contents

Photographer and location unknown.

Aniela (Unrug) Zagórska with daughters Aniela 
and Karola, seated, circa 1888 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 5 > Image 9

Digital Object: Aniela (Unrug) Zagórska with daughters Aniela and Karola, 
seated
Biographical / Historical

The Zagórskis were distant cousins to Joseph Conrad; he wrote letters to 
multiple generations of this family during his travels. The mother Aniela 
(Unrug) later ran a pension in Zakopane where Joseph Conrad and his family 
sheltered following the outbreak of WWI. The daughter Aniela Zagórski 
(1881-1943) would translate Conrad's works into Polish in the 1920s.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Aleksander Stepanow [Stepanoff]. Location: Lublin (Poland).

Karol Zagórski holding young daughter Aniela, 
bust portrait, circa 1882 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 5 > Image 10

Digital Object: Karol Zagórski holding young daughter Aniela, bust portrait
Biographical / Historical

The Zagórskis were distant cousins to Joseph Conrad but he wrote letters to 
multiple generations of this family during his travels. The daughter Aniela 
Zagórski (1881-1943) would translate Conrad's works into Polish in the 
1920s.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Aleksander Stepanow [Stepanoff]. Location: Lublin (Poland).

Unidentified man with mustache and short 
beard, seated three-quarter portrait, circa 1860 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 6 > Image 11

Digital Object: Unidentified man with mustache and short beard, seated three-
quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

An unconfirmed comment by biographer Najder (1977): "Almost certainly 
Kazimierz Kaszewski, close friend of Conrad's father."
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Scope and Contents

Photographer: Karol Beyer. Location: Warsaw (Poland).

Unidentified young woman with lace collar and 
folded hands, bust portrait, between 1865 and 
1888 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 6 > Image 12

Digital Object: Unidentified young woman with lace collar and folded hands, bust 
portrait
Biographical / Historical

Possibly Tekla Syroczyńska. Her father Antoni had a school in L'viv that 
Joseph Conrad attended briefly before leaving for Marseilles and a career at 
sea. Conrad's father Apollo Korzeniowski was related to the Syroczyńskis and 
his uncle Stefan Bobrowski attended university with some of that family.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Józef Eder. Location: L'viv (Ukraine).

Józef Koprowski, half-length portrait, 1867, 
1871 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 7 > Image 13

Digital Object: Józef Koprowski, half-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Józef Koprowski was brother-in-law to Joseph Conrad's grandmother Teofila 
Bobrowska. He was a Lithuanian landowner who managed an estate near 
Rivne, Ukraine. Photo No. 30 was taken by the same photographer in Rivne, 
and may be his wife or another relative.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Adolf Adler. Location: Rivne (Rivnensʹka oblastʹ, Ukraine). 
Inscription: "Kochanemu Konradkowi na pamiątką [---?] 1 dnia 1871 roku / 
Józef Koprowski w Styczniu 1867 roku." Translation: "To beloved Conrad in 
remembrance [---?] 1st day of 1871 / Józef Koprowski in January 1867."

Unidentified woman with lace collar, resting 
chin on hand, bust portrait, circa 1875 (online 
item available) Box 2 > Page 7 > Image 14

Digital Object: Unidentified woman with lace collar, resting chin on hand, bust 
portrait
Scope and Contents

Photographer: Jan Mieczkowski. Location: Warsaw (Poland).
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Teofila (Biberstejn-Pilchowska) Bobrowska in 
national mourning dress with veil, holding a 
small volume, standing, full-length portrait, 
circa 1861 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 8 > Image 15

Digital Object: Teofila (Biberstejn-Pilchowska) Bobrowska in national mourning 
dress with veil, holding a small volume, standing, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

In this portrait, Joseph Conrad's maternal grandmother Teofila Bobrowska 
is dressed in żałoba narodowa (national mourning) fashion, worn by Poles 
as form of a political protest in the 1860s. The tall chair with carved eagle, 
a symbol of Poland, appears in many photos of dissidents taken at the Karol 
Beyer studio in Warsaw. Like the Korzeniowskis, Beyer was arrested and 
exiled by the Russian government.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Karol Beyer. Location: Warsaw (Poland).

Teofila (Biberstejn-Pilchowska) Bobrowska in 
national mourning dress with bonnet, holding 
small volume, standing, three-quarter portrait, 
circa 1862 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 8 > Image 16

Digital Object: Teofila (Biberstejn-Pilchowska) Bobrowska in national mourning 
dress with bonnet, holding small volume, standing, three-quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

This photo was inscribed as Apollo, Ewa and Conrad Korzeniowski were 
being sent into exile by the Russian government in May 1862, likely as a 
parting gift. Here, Conrad's maternal grandmother Teofila Bobrowska is 
dressed in żałoba narodowa (national mourning) fashion, worn by Poles as 
form of a political protest in the 1860s.

Scope and Contents

Photographer and location unknown. Inscription: "Pamiątka naszego 
rozstania d: 1 Maia 1862 r Warszawa." Translation: "A token of our parting 
1st of May 1862 Warsaw."

Unidentified balding man with mustache, 
dressed in szlachta jacket with fur collar, 
seated, half-length portrait, between 1858 and 
1865 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 9 > Image 17

Digital Object: Unidentified balding man with mustache, dressed in szlachta 
jacket with fur collar, seated, half-length portrait
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Biographical / Historical

The clothing suggests the szlachta, or Polish landowning class, which would 
include both Joseph Conrad's Korzeniowski and Bobrowski lines or a number 
of friends. Worn in Warsaw, it could also have hinted at political dissidence. 
The photographer's dates place this around the time of the January Uprising.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Aleksander Witkowski. Location: Warsaw (Poland). Inscription: 
"Mói" or "Mój." Unfinished inscription. Translation: "My" and unfinished 
inscription.

Tadeusz Bobrowski holding top hat, standing, 
full-length portrait, 1865 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 9 > Image 18

Digital Object: Tadeusz Bobrowski holding top hat, standing, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

This photo inscribed to Apollo Korzeniowski in July 1865 was likely a token 
sent to him following the death of Ewa, Joseph Conrad's mother. She died in 
April 1865, while the family was exiled in Chernihiv.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine). Inscription: 
"Drogiemu Apolkowi / Lipiec 1865" Translation: "For my dear Apollo, July 
1865"

Unidentified young girl wearing cameo on black 
ribbon, oval bust portrait, between 1871 and 
1878 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 10 > Image 19

Digital Object: Unidentified young girl wearing cameo on black ribbon, oval bust 
portrait
Biographical / Historical

Photographer Rosa Jenik ran a summer studio in [Bad] Ischl between 
1871-1878, where the waters drew travelers. This may be Józefa Bobrowska, 
Joseph Conrad's first cousin, who died in August 1871. Her father Tadeusz 
Bobrowski, Conrad's benefactor, travelled with her for cures before her 
death.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Rosa Jenik. Location: Austria.
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Cousin Zunia or Marta Bobrowski in dark dress, 
standing, half-length portrait, circa 1890 (online 
item available) Box 2 > Page 10 > Image 20

Digital Object: Cousin Zunia or Marta Bobrowski in dark dress, standing, half-
length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Joseph Conrad began to correspond with his younger first cousins in the late 
1880s, while still at sea. Zunia, Marta, Maria (see Nos. 26, 45), their brothers 
and "Aunt K." Bobrowski all lived in Radom after 1886. Conrad's own photo 
was brought out at their family Christmas table, per an 1884 letter from his 
uncle Kazimierz Bobrowski.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Józef Grodzicki. Location: Radom (Województwo Mazowieckie, 
Poland).

Unidentified young man with glasses and 
mustache, seated, full-length portrait, between 
1860 and 1869 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 11 > Image 21

Digital Object: Unidentified young man with glasses and mustache, seated, full-
length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Zhytomyr was an educational and cultural center, as well as a place for 
publishing and medical care. Joseph Conrad and many relatives all spent 
some time in Zhytomyr in the first half of the 19th century.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine).

Unidentified man in clothing of an insurgent, 
with sword and pistol, standing, full-length 
portrait, circa 1863 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 11 > Image 22

Digital Object: Unidentified man in clothing of an insurgent, with sword and 
pistol, standing, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Biographer Zdisław Najder examined the album photos in 1977 and noted 
that the subject is "wearing typical uniform of an insurgent." Inscribed to 
Joseph Conrad in the diminutive, the photo likely came from a close relation 
who supported the January Uprising of 1863. Najder's guess was Robert 
Korzeniowski, brother of Apollo and uncle to Joseph Conrad. Another uncle, 
Hilary Korzeniowski had been arrested before the uprising began. Uncle 
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Stefan Bobrowski, from his mother's side, is already identified in Nos. 7 and 
8.

Scope and Contents

Photographer and location unknown. Inscription: "Konradkowi" Translation: 
"For young Conrad"

Unidentified female child with curls, standing, 
full-length portrait, between 1860 and 1869 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 12 > Image 23

Digital Object: Unidentified female child with curls, standing, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Zhytomyr was an educational and cultural center, as well as a place for 
publishing and medical care. Joseph Conrad and many relatives all spent 
some time in Zhytomyr in the first half of the 19th century.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine).

Unidentified balding man with full beard, bust 
portrait in printed floral frame, 1871 (online 
item available) Box 2 > Page 12 > Image 24

Digital Object: Unidentified balding man with full beard, bust portrait in printed 
floral frame
Biographical / Historical

Inscription to Joseph Conrad in the diminutive, dated Christmas Eve, 1871.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Walerian Twardzicki. Location: Warsaw (Poland). Inscription: 
"d. 12/24 [gru] 1871 r. / Konradekowi" Translation: "d. 12/24 [Dec] 1871 / For 
young Conrad"

Madzia (Madeleine) Ołdakowska as a young 
girl, standing and leaning on cushion, three-
quarter portrait, circa 1889 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 13 > Image 25

Digital Object: Madzia (Madeleine) Ołdakowska as a young girl, standing and 
leaning on cushion, three-quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

Madzia Ołdakowska was not a first cousin, but a distant relative to Joseph 
Conrad through "Uncle" Aleksander Poradowski. "Day of departure" 
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probably refers to Conrad, as he traveled through Lublin and Radom in April 
1890 to see relatives following a visit with Tadeusz Bobrowski in Ukraine. 
Immediately following this trip, he found he had been offered work in the 
Congo and departed for Africa.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: A. R. Kłossowskiego. Location: Lublin (Poland). Inscription, 
Front: "Dwunastoletnia Kuzynka." Back: "Kochanemu Kuzynkowi w upominku 
ofiaruje Madzia Ołdakowska. / d. 22 Kwietnia 1890 r. Lublin. Dzień odjazdu" 
Translation, Front: "Twelve-year-old Cousin" Back: "To my beloved cousin I 
offer a gift / Madzia Ołdakowska. / 22 April 1890 Lublin / Day of departure"

Maryla Bobrowska as a young woman, standing, 
three-quarter portrait, 1889 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 13 > Image 26

Digital Object: Maryla Bobrowska as a young woman, standing, three-quarter 
portrait
Biographical / Historical

Joseph Conrad's cousin Maryla Bobrowska sent this photo to him in the 
Congo, which he received four months later, in September 1890. He wrote 
back to her, "The photograph will be in my album so that I can glance each 
day at my dear little sister." Following his reply, she sent another photo, also 
in this album (see No 45).

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Józef Grodzicki. Location: Radom (Województwo Mazowieckie, 
Poland). Inscription: "Kochanemu Braciszkowi od Maryli Maj 1890r" 
Translation: "For my beloved brother from Maryli May 1890"

Unidentified young woman in pearls and 
white dress with fitted sleeves, standing, 
three-quarter portrait, circa 1892 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 15 > Image 29

Digital Object: Unidentified young woman in pearls and white dress with fitted 
sleeves, standing, three-quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

Possibly Emilie Briquel, whom Joseph Conrad met while resting at Champel 
le Bains, Geneva in May 1895.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Jean Lacroix. Location: Geneva (Switzerland).
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Unidentified older woman in lacy bonnet and 
white bow, bust portrait, circa 1867 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 15 > Image 30

Digital Object: Unidentified older woman in lacy bonnet and white bow, bust 
portrait
Biographical / Historical

Possibly Konstancja Koprowski, wife of Józef Koprowski (see No. 13) and 
sister of Teofila Bobrowska (see Nos. 15, 16). Her husband was a Lithuanian 
landowner who managed an estate near Rivne, Ukraine.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Adolf Adler. Location: Rivne (Rivnensʹka oblastʹ, Ukraine).

Apollo Nałęcz Korzeniowski as painted by 
Kazimierz Mirecki, 1869, bust portrait, 1869 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 16 > Image 31

Digital Object: Apollo Nałęcz Korzeniowski as painted by Kazimierz Mirecki, 
1869, bust portrait
Biographical / Historical

According to a letter by Teofila Bobrowska, Kazimierz Mirecki finished 
a painting of Conrad's father a few weeks before his death in 1869. 
Photographic copies were then made by Kraków photographer Rzewuski 
for family and friends. Conrad later sent a copy of this image to his friend 
Francis Warrington Dawson II, whose papers are also in the Rubenstein 
Library.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Walery Rzewuski. Location: Krakow (Poland). Inscription: 
"Apollo Nałęcz Korzeniowski / Jozeph Conrad's father / Malował z natury 
K. Mirecki / Kopia fotograficzna Rzewuskiego" Translation: "Apollo Nałęcz 
Korzeniowski / Jozeph Conrad's father / Painted from life by K Mirecki / 
Photograph copy by Rzewuski"

Unidentified young girl sitting with photograph 
album on lap, full-length portrait, between 1860 
and 1869 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 16 > Image 32

Digital Object: Unidentified young girl sitting with photograph album on lap, full-
length portrait
Biographical / Historical

This young girl is holding an album similar to the Conrad album, which 
allows photo cards to be added or removed at any time. Zhytomyr was an 
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educational and cultural center, as well as a place for publishing and medical 
care. Joseph Conrad and many relatives all spent some time in Zhytomyr in 
the first half of the 19th century.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine).

Izydor Kopernicki, oval bust portrait, 1881 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 17 > Image 33

Digital Object: Izydor Kopernicki, oval bust portrait
Biographical / Historical

Izydor Kopernicki was a doctor, lecturer and family friend who worked 
abroad after nursing insurgents in the January Uprising of 1863. Later 
resettling in Kraków, he studied and wrote on ethnography. According to 
Conrad biographer Zdisław Najder, he also provided educational assistance 
for Joseph Conrad in the 1870s. This copy of an 1881 photo was likely given 
to Conrad after they met again in Marienbad in 1883.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Awit Szubert. Location: Kraków (Poland). Inscription: "na 
pamiątką spotkania się w Mari[enbad] / I Kopernicki" Translation: "In 
remembrance of meeting in Mari[enbad] / I Kopernicki"

Unidentified woman wearing small hat with 
flowers, seated, three-quarter portrait, between 
1860 and 1869 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 17 > Image 34

Digital Object: Unidentified woman wearing small hat with flowers, seated, 
three-quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

Zhytomyr was an educational and cultural center, as well as a place for 
publishing and medical care. Joseph Conrad and many relatives all spent 
some time in Zhytomyr in the first half of the 19th century.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine).

Unidentified woman with braided hair and 
trimmed jacket, seated, full-length portrait, 
circa 1860 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 18 > Image 35

Digital Object: Unidentified woman with braided hair and trimmed jacket, 
seated, full-length portrait
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Biographical / Historical

The studio furnishings match photos by Felix Czerkawski in Zhytomyr. See 
also No. 6 and No. 41.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski? Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine)?

Unidentified young woman with long dark 
hair, in profile, holding open book, seated 
three-quarter portrait, after 1867 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 18 > Image 36

Digital Object: Unidentified young woman with long dark hair, in profile, holding 
open book, seated three-quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

Possibly Ofelia Buszyczyńska, daughter of Stefan Buszczyński (see No. 2), 
Joseph Conrad's first guardian. Both photos are from the same Kraków studio 
and time period. Another possibility is Karolina Taube, or a member of her 
family, who were neighbors and friends during Conrad's time in Kraków as an 
early adolescent.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Walery Rzewuski. Location: Kraków (Poland).

Unidentified older woman seated between two 
female children, full-length portrait, between 
1860 and 1869 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 19 > Image 37

Digital Object: Unidentified older woman seated between two female children, 
full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Zhytomyr was an educational and cultural center, as well as a place for 
publishing and medical care. Joseph Conrad and many relatives all spent 
some time in Zhytomyr in the first half of the 19th century.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine).

Unidentified grave adjacent to birch tree made 
to look like a cross, circa 1865 (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 19 > Image 38

Digital Object: Unidentified grave adjacent to birch tree made to look like a cross
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Biographical / Historical

Joseph Conrad lost his parents Apollo and Ewa Korzeniowski by the age of 
12 and spent his youth on the move across Ukraine and Poland under the 
Russian and Austrian empires. This grave is unidentified but must have 
been familiar, as one of only two photos in the album which are not portraits 
(see No. 40). Zdisław Najder suggested Stefan Bobrowski's grave when 
viewing the album photos in 1977. A 1914 photo of that grave does not 
match; however, its condition 50 years earlier is unclear. Apollo Korzeniowski 
possessed a photo of Ewa's grave in Chernihiv, but inscribed his copy and 
sent it to Kazimierz Kaszeswki in 1865. Neither that copy nor any others have 
been found for comparison.

Scope and Contents

Photographer and location unknown. There are no other gravestones visible 
in the photograph, which appears to have been taken in a rural location.

Unidentified older woman in bonnet and mantle 
over dress, seated, full-length portrait, between 
1860 and 1869 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 20 > Image 39

Digital Object: Unidentified older woman in bonnet and mantle over dress, 
seated, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Zhytomyr was an educational and cultural center, as well as a place for 
publishing and medical care. Joseph Conrad and many relatives all spent 
some time in Zhytomyr in the first half of the 19th century.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski. Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine).

19th century Roman Catholic church in 
Chernihiv, circa 1865 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 20 > Image 40

Digital Object: 19th century Roman Catholic church in Chernihiv
Biographical / Historical

One of two photos in the album which are not portraits (see also No. 38). The 
location was identified by matching this photo with the renovated building 
visible on street-level maps in 2022 (Вулиця П'ятницька 31, Google, June 
2015). Chernihiv was the second place of exile for the Korzeniowskis and 
where Joseph Conrad's mother Ewa died in April 1865. The church was 
shuttered and its cemetery destroyed in the early 20th century following the 
Revolution. The building was renovated for other uses in the Soviet period, 
altering the roofline. Local Catholics petitioned for its return in the 2000s but 
were denied. Its fate after February 2022 is unknown.
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Scope and Contents

Photographer unknown. Location: Chernihiv (Ukraine).

Unidentified man with mustache in papakha hat 
and long jacket, standing, full-length portrait, 
circa 1860s (online item available) Box 2 > Page 21 > Image 41

Digital Object: Unidentified man with mustache in papakha hat and long jacket, 
standing, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

The studio furnishings match photos by Felix Czerkawski in Zhytomyr, but the 
photo is unstamped. See also No. 6 and No. 35.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Felix Czerkawski? Location: Z︠Hytomyr (Ukraine)?

Unidentified man with white beard, seated 
beside crucifix on a table, full-length portrait, 
circa 1861 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 21 > Image 42

Digital Object: Unidentified man with white beard, seated beside crucifix on a 
table, full-length portrait
Biographical / Historical

Sitter unknown but inscription invokes "Modlitwa podczas długiego oddalenia 
od domu i w przygodach nieszczęśliwych" or "Prayer while a long distance 
from home in unhappy circumstances." The text can be found going back 
to least 1836 in prayer books and fits the times of exile and emigration 
following the 1830 and 1863 uprisings in the Polish Partitions. The name 
Lucjan Godlewski appears on some of these books, fitting the inscription, 
but is not the man seated here. This photo may have been sent to the 
Korzeniowski family in exile or given to Joseph Conrad as a boy in 1866, 
when he was sent to Kyiv for medical treatment.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Jos. F. Kletzer. Location: Kyïv (Ukraine). Inscription, Front: 
"odłączyłeś mnie Panie! .. od domu i od moich od osob drogich sercu 
moiemu ..... Xdz Godle[wski?]" Translation: "You separated me Lord! .. 
from home and from those dear to my heart ..... Father Godle[wski?]" 
Photographer's stamp reads: Atélier photographique Jos. F. Kletzer, 
Kreschatik, maison Brinken à Kiew.
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Maryla (Bobrowska) Tyszkowa, holding book, 
standing, three-quarter portrait, circa 1889 
(online item available) Box 2 > Page 23 > Image 45

Digital Object: Maryla (Bobrowska) Tyszkowa, holding book, standing, three-
quarter portrait
Biographical / Historical

Joseph Conrad sent photos to his cousins en route to the Congo. Maryla 
Bobrowska's first photo of May 1890 (see No. 26) finally reached Conrad 
in September that year, when he wrote back, "the photograph will be in 
my album so that I can glance each day at my dear little sister." This photo 
signed October 1890 appears to be another gift in reply, with "Album 1890" 
written on the book in her hand to acknowledge their exchanges. The change 
in familial terms between the first and second photo inscriptions may reflect 
her marriage in the interim.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Antoni Robert Kłossowskiego. Location: Lublin (Poland). 
Inscription, Front: "Album 1890r." Back: "Kochanemu Siostrzeńcowi 
Konradowi Korzeniowskiemu ofiaruje w upominku nowa, a tak poważna 
Ciotka Marysieńka / Lublin d: 15 października 1890r." Translation: Front: 
"Album 1890." Back: "To my beloved nephew Conrad Korzeniowski I offer a 
new gift, [your] very serious Aunt Marysia / Lublin 15th October 1890."

Unidentified man with mustache in striped suit 
and vest, bust portrait, circa 1870s (online item 
available) Box 2 > Page 24 > Image 47

Digital Object: Unidentified man with mustache in striped suit and vest, bust 
portrait
Biographical / Historical

Gray (1972) suggests Antoni Syroczyński, who had a school in L'viv which 
Joseph Conrad attended briefly before leaving for Marseilles and a career at 
sea. Conrad's father Apollo Korzeniowski was related to the Syroczyńskis and 
his uncle Stefan Bobrowski attended university with some of that family.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Ignacy Stahl. Location: Lʹviv (Ukraine).

Photographic reproduction of drawing of man 
with mustache in szlachta coat with fur collar 
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and braid, bust portrait, between 1857 and 
1875 (online item available) Box 2 > Page 25 > Image 49

Digital Object: Photographic reproduction of drawing of man with mustache in 
szlachta coat with fur collar and braid, bust portrait
Biographical / Historical

Identity of the sitter and inscriber are unknown. The clothing suggests
szlachta, or Polish landowning class, which would include both Joseph 
Conrad's Korzeniowski and Bobrowski lines, and their branches by marriage.

Scope and Contents

Photographer: Unknown. Location: Unknown. Inscription: "Konradkowi 
Wnukowi" Translation: "For young grandson Conrad"

Return to Table of Contents
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