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Summary

Collection Title:
Consumer Reports. Artifacts and test equipment collection, 1960s-1990s

Creator:
Consumer Reports (Firm)

Source:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
Consumer Reports is a product testing and consumer advocacy nonprofit 
organization based in Yonkers, N.Y., founded in 1936 as Consumers Union. 
Collection includes 45 pieces of test equipment used by Consumer Reports 
engineers to evaluate the materials, construction, safety, and marketing claims of 
a range of consumer products including pens, household appliances, consumer 
electronics, apparel and toiletries. Items provide a representative sampling of the 
types of equipment designed for the Consumer Reports test laboratories as well as 
some products that were tested. Acquired as part of the John W. Hartman Center 
for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
30.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11877

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1775r

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Consumer Reports. Artifacts and test equipment 
collection, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke 
University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection includes 45 pieces of test equipment used by Consumer Reports 
engineers to evaluate the materials, construction, safety, and marketing 
claims of a range of consumer products including pens, household appliances, 
consumer electronics, apparel and toiletries. Items provide a representative 
sampling of the types of equipment designed for the Consumer Reports test 
laboratories as well as some products that were tested.

Biographical/Historical

Consumer Reports is a product testing and consumer advocacy nonprofit 
organization based in Yonkers, N.Y., founded in 1936 as Consumers Union.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access restricted. Viewing the test equipment may require extra assistance 
from staff. Contact Research Services for access.

Restrictions on access: Materials are closed to research until inspected and 
rehoused by Conservation.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
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the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Consumer Reports. Artifacts and test equipment collection was received 
by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from 
Consumer Reports in 2019.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, Nov. 2023;

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2019-0130.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Hartman Center collections:

Consumer Reports. Iconographic materials;

Consumer Reports. Monte Florman papers;

Consumer Reports. Morris Kaplan papers;

Consumer Reports. Technical Department records.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Consumer education
• consumer protection
• Materials testing laboratories
• Testing--Equipment and supplies
• Testing laboratories--United States
• Testing industry
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• John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Collection Inventory

Accelerometer Box 19 > Item RL11877-A-0001

Alnor Thermocon (temperature gauge) Box 24 > Item RL11877-A-0002

Automatic iron Box 6 > Item RL11877-A-0003

Background noise measure Box 20 > Item RL11877-A-0004

Bose 901 speaker Box 7 > Item RL11877-A-0005

Cassette tape pressure pad tester Box 17 > Item RL11877-A-0006

Compact disk center hole measure Box 16 > Item RL11877-A-0007

Compact disk error counter Box 22 > Item RL11877-A-0008

Condom tester, part 1, approximately 1980s Box A3 > Item RL11877-A-0009p1

Condom tester, part 2, approximately 1980s Box A4 > Item RL11877-A-0009p2

Dental floss tester Box 1 > Item RL11877-A-0010

Device with saw blade Box 21 > Item RL11877-A-0037

Elapsed minute meter Box 31 > Item RL11877-A-0011

Emeril saucepan Box A7 > Item RL11877-A-0012

Fabric samples Box 30 > Item RL11877-A-0013

Facial tissue tester Box A8 > Item RL11877-A-0014

First car battery tester Box 42 > Item RL11877-A-0015

Flash unit tester Box 36 > Item RL11877-A-0016

Hair Box 23 > Item RL11877-A-0017

Scope and Contents

Plastic bag of samples of hair, synthetic or human, individually numbered, part 
of undetermined testing procedures.
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Head form Box 13 > Item RL11877-A-0018

Hotpoint toaster Box 12 > Item RL11877-A-0019

Incontinence product tester Box A9 > Item RL11877-A-0020

Incontinence product tester case Box A10 > Item RL11877-A-0020a

Iron tester, part 1 Box A11 > Item RL11877-A-0021

Iron tester, part 2 Box A12 > Item RL11877-A-0021a

Lipstick tester, approximately 1980s Box A2 > Item RL11877-A-0022

Manometer (measures pressure) Box 32 > Item RL11877-A-0023

Monsanto wash and wear standards Box 26 > Item RL11877-A-0024

Pedometer durability tester Box 3 > Item RL11877-A-0025

Pen tester Box A5 > Item RL11877-A-0026

Phonograph cartridge compliance tester 
(measures the flexibility of cartridge stylus/
suspension) Box 18 > Item RL11877-A-0027

Radiometer (measures radiant energy) Box 39 > Item RL11877-A-0028

Razor blade tester Box A6 > Item RL11877-A-0029

Running time meter Box 25 > Item RL11877-A-0030

Sharper Image ionic air purifier Box 29 > Item RL11877-A-0031

Shoe tester Box 34 > Item RL11877-A-0032

Sound meter Box 38 > Item RL11877-A-0033

Spinning plate Box 11 > Item RL11877-A-0034

Telephone tester Box 27 > Item RL11877-A-0035

Testing box for Bose speaker Box 9 > Item RL11877-A-0036

Tonearm mass tester Box 15 > Item RL11877-A-0038

Toothbrush tester, approximately 1980s Box A1 > Item RL11877-A-0039
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Turntable tonearm measure Box 14 > Item RL11877-A-0040

Voltmeter Box 35 > Item RL11877-A-0041

Wattmeter Box 28 > Item RL11877-A-0043

Wind power monitor (wind power is measured as 
approximately the cube of wind speed) Box 37 > Item RL11877-A-0044

Wind speed meter Box 33 > Item RL11877-A-0045
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