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Collection Title:
Consumer Reports buying guides and consumer advice publications, 1937-2024

Creator:
Consumer Reports (Firm)

Source:
John W, Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
Consumer Reports is a product testing and consumer advocacy nonprofit
organization based in Yonkers, N.Y., founded in 1936 as Consumers Union.
Collection consists of Consumer Reports' various buying and shopping guides;
consumer advice and education publications; how-to booklets, and other
printed materials. Topics addressed include automobile purchasing, repairs and
maintenance; baby products; painting and other do-it-yourself home projects;
health and wellness; home appliances and electronics; household economic and
financial management; and retirement planning. Acquired as part of the John W.
Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
12.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English, Spanish.

Collection ID:
RL.13151

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m11n04

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Consumer Reports buying guides and consumer
advice publications, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library,
Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of Consumer Reports various buying guides; consumer
advice and education publications; how-to booklets, and other printed materials.
Topics addressed include automobile purchasing, repairs and maintenance;
baby products; do-it-yourself home projects; health and wellness; home
appliances and electronics; household financial management and retirement.
Specific issues are listed in a note whenever there are holdings gaps in the
folder-level date ranges.

Biographical/Historical

Consumer Reports is a product testing and consumer advocacy nonprofit
organization based in Yonkers, N.Y., founded in 1936 as Consumers Union.
Consumers Union published its first magazine issue in May 1936 and published
its first buying guide, originally for subscribers only, in 1937. The annual
buying guide began to appear in bookstores in 1943, the year after the flagship
publication, Consumers Union Reports, changed its name to Consumer Reports
to reflect the organization's reorientation shift from union members to a
broader consumer audience.

The automobile buying guides began as a set of frequency-of-repair tables
that appeared in issues of Consumer Reports in 1952. The first April car
issue was published in 1953, and developed into a series of annual, seasonal,
and vehicle-type specific guides. Over time other buying guides appeared,
focusing on appliances, home electronics, lawn and garden equipment, and
other product areas. The main buying guide was originally produced by the
Editorial Department, but as the organization grew in scope and complexity
other entities produced consumer advisory and educational guides, including
Consumer Reports Books (which began in 1965 as the Special Publications
Committee in 1965) and the Southwest Regional Office.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized alphabetically into the following series: Buying Guides; Consumer
Advice and Education Publications.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive

Duke University

Durham 27708

askRL@duke.edu

URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations,
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Consumer Reports buying guides and consumer advice publications were
received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as gifts
from Consumer Reports in 2019-2025.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, December 2025;

Materials described in this collection guide were compiled from accessions
2019-0130; 2019-0173; 2020-0017; 2021-0003 and ongoing arrivals.

Return to Table of Contents
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Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Hartman Center collections:
Advertising clubs collection;

Consumer Reports. Educational Services Division records;

Consumer Reports. International consumer periodicals;

Consumer Reports. Marketing and Circulation records;

Consumer Reports. Warren Braren papers;

Consumer Reports Archives records;

Consumer Reports Books records;

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

e Consumer education

* Do-it-yourself work

* Health

* Home economics -- Handbooks, manuals, etc.
* Home economics -- United States

* Household appliances

 Shopping

* Self-care, Health

* Automobiles--Purchasing

* Automobiles--Maintenance and repair

* Household electronics

* Interior decoration--Amateurs' manuals

* House painting--Amateurs' manuals

* Retirement--Planning

* Consumer Reports (Firm)

* Consumers Union of United States

* John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History
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Collection Inventory
Buying Guides, 1937-2024
Processing Information:

Specific issues are listed in a note whenever there are holdings gaps in the
folder-level date ranges.

Cars and Trucks, 1978-2024

Auto pricing and ratings guide, 2005-2006 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2005 summer, fall; 2006 winter

Best and worst new cars, 2005-2015 Box 1
Physical Description: 4 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009-2012, 2014, 2015

Best and worst SUVSs, trucks, minivans,

wagons, 2006-2009 Box 1
Best cars, SUVs, and trucks, 2010-2012 Box 2
Best cars, top values, 2014 June Box 2
Best SUVs and trucks, 2014-2015 Box 2
Cars the essential guide, 1996 Box 2
Complete auto pricing and ratings guide, 2004 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Have: summer, fall

Complete auto pricing and ratings guide, 2005 Box 3
Scope and Contents

Have: winter, spring
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Guide to new cars, 1988 Box 22
Guide to used cars, 1986-1988 Box 22
Guide to used cars 1972-1977, 1978 Box 3
Guide to used cars 1977-1982, 1983 Box 3
New car buying guide, 1989 Box 22
New car buying guide, 1990-1995 Box 3

Physical Description: 3 folders

Scope and Contents

Have: 1990, 1991-1992, 1992-1993, 1993, 1994, 1995

New car buying guide, 1996-2004 Box 4
Physical Description: 4 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 1996 through 2002, 2003-2004 edition

New car buying guide, 2004-2012 Box 5
Physical Description: 4 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 2007-2008, 2008 through 2012

New car buying guide, 2014-2018 Box 6
Physical Description: 2 folders

Scope and Contents

Have: 2014, 2015, 2017 spring and fall, 2018 spring

New car preview, 2000-2011 Box 6
Physical Description: 3 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2000 through 2011

New car preview, 2012-2015 Box 7
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Scope and Contents

Have: 2012, 2014, 2015

New car ratings and reviews, 2005-2015 Box 7
Physical Description: 4 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2005 though 2011, 2013, 2014, 2015 July

New car yearbook, 1994-1998 Box 7
Physical Description: 2 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 1994 through 1998

New cars, 2015-2020 Box 8
Physical Description: 6 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2015 November; 2016 November; 2016 January, April, July; 2017
January, April, July, November; 2018 January, April, July, November; 2019
January, April, July, November; 2020 March

New cars, 2023-2024 Box 9
Physical Description: 2 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2023 March, July; 2024 September, December

Preview, 1999 Box 9
Rating the 1987 autos, 1987 Box 22
Ratings and pricing guide, 2006-2007 Box 9

Physical Description: 3 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2006 spring, summer, summer/fall, fall; 2007 winter, spring

Ratings and pricing guide, 2007-2009 Box 10

Physical Description: 4 folders
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Scope and Contents

Have: 2007 summer, fall; 2008 winter, spring, fall; 2009 winter, spring,
summer

Ratings and pricing guide, 2009-2013 Box 11
Physical Description: 4 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2009 fall; 2010 winter, spring, summer; 2011 winter, spring; 2012
June; 2013 June, September

Ratings and pricing guide, 2014-2016 Box 12
Physical Description: 2 folders
Scope and Contents
Have: 2014 September; 2015 June, September, December; 2016 December

Reliability guide for car owners and buyers,
2014 December Box 12

Road tests, 2002-2003 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Have: 2002 spring; 2003 spring, fall

Sport utility special, 1999-2003 Box 12
Scope and Contents

Have: 1999 through 2001; 2002 winter; 2003 winter

SUVs, wagons, minivans, trucks, 2004-2005 Box 12
Used car buying guide, 1989 Box 22
Used car buying guide, 1990-1993 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Have: 1990, 1992-1993

Used car buying guide, 1993-2000 Box 13
Physical Description: 4 folders
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Scope and Contents

Have: 1993 through 2000

Used car buying guide, 2001-2010
Physical Description: 5 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2001 through 2010

Used car buying guide, 2011-2020
Physical Description: 6 folders

Scope and Contents

Have: 2011; 2013; 2014; 2015 August; 2016 March, June, September;
2017 winter, summer; 2018 July; 2019 March, August; 2020 April

Used car reviews, 2005 spring

Used car yearbook, 2000-2001

Scope and Contents

Have: 2000; 2001 fall; 1994-2001 models

Used car yearbook, 2003-2004

Scope and Contents

Have: 2003 fall; 2004 spring, fall

Used cars, 2024

Scope and Contents

Have: 2024 April, September

Other Buying Guides, 1937, 1975-2020

Appliance buying guide, 2013 October

Audio/video buying guide, 1992-1996
Physical Description: 2 folders

Scope and Contents

Have: 1992-1993; 2nd edition; 1994; 1996 5th edition
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Best baby products, 2004, 2009 Box 22

Best buys for your home, 2001-2002 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Have: 2001, 2002

Best buys for your home, 2004 Box 17

Brides guide wedding gift registries, 2002 Box 17
Scope and Contents

Have: 2002 spring, fall

CU buying guide, 1937 Box 24

Scope and Contents

First buying guide issued by Consumers Union. The Introduction to the
buying guide states: "The 1937 Buying Guide, Consumers Union's first
annual publication, is offered to CU members specifically for use in
shopping." The buying guides were initially marked "confidential" and
offered only to CU membership; the introduction explains this was done
"not because CU wishes to restrict the use of the material, but for legal
reasons arising from the fact that the Buying Guide is limited largely to
listings of products. There is no space--as in the Reports--for explanations
of the methods of test employed, nor for discussion of the numerous
factors on which ratings are based."

Digital buying guide, 2003-2005 Box 17
Scope and Contents

Have: 2003 through 2005

Electronics buying guide, 2006-2007 Box 17
Physical Description: 2 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 2006; 2006 spring; 2007 spring, summer

Electronics buying guide, 2007-2014 Box 18
Physical Description: 6 folders
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Scope and Contents

Have: 2007; 2008; 2008 spring, fall; 2009 winter, spring; 2010 winter,
spring; 2011 spring, fall; 2013 December; 2014 June, December

GuiA; de compras (in Spanish), 2010
Guide to appliances, 1986
Guide to buying for babies, 1975

Guide to electronics in the home, 1984

Scope and Contents

Have: Two versions

Guide to electronics in the home, 1986, 1988
Guide to online shopping, 2000

Home appliance buying guide, 1995-1996

Scope and Contents

Have: 1995, 1996

Home electronics buying guide, 1990

Hot list, 2014

Kitchen planning and buying guide, 2008-2014

Physical Description: 4 folders

Scope and Contents

Have: 2008 through 2010; 2012 January, July, December; 2013 July,

December; 2014 May, July, October

Kitchen planning and buying guide, 2015-2020

Physical Description: 5 folders

Scope and Contents

Box 22

Box 22

Box 22

Box 19

Box 22

Box 19

Box 19

Box 22

Box 19

Box 19

Box 20

Have: 2015 April, July, October, December; 2016 June, September; 2017

January, September; 2018 April, September; 2019 January, July; 2020

January

Shop smart home and yard, 2002 Spring
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Shop smart home solutions, 2002 Fall Box 20

Tech electronics buying guide, 2015-2016 Box 20

Scope and Contents

Have: 2015 June; 2016 January

The best for you kitchen and home, 2014
December Box 20

Return to Table of Contents

Consumer Advice and Education Publications, 1939-2020

50 steps to a richer retirement, 2014, 2016 Box 20
All-year-long home care guide, 2019 November Box 20
Best drugs for less, 2009 Box 20
Best drugs for less, 2015 Box 22
Car care basics, 1999 Box 22
Cars of the 50s and 60s calendar, 2005 Box 20
DTV made easy, 2009 Box 21
Family finance workbook, 1989 Box 21
Get your Buick fixed right, 1989 Box 21
Get your Cadillac fixed right, 1990 Box 21
Get your car fixed free, 1994 Box 22
Get your Chevrolet/GMC fixed right, 1989 Box 21
Get your Oldsmobile fixed right, 1989 Box 21
Get your Pontiac fixed right, 1989 Box 21
Guide to a healthy heart, 2005 Box 21
Guide to California Medicare HMOs, 2001-2002 Box 21
Guide to diet, health and fitness, 2005 Box 21
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Guide to good eating, 1999
Guide to wellness, 2019 July

Health guide for travelers, 1956-1991
Physical Description: 2 folders
Scope and Contents

Have: 1956, 1970, 1973, 1977, 1991

Health reform: Seven things you need to know,
2013

Healthy eating for life, 2020 April
Helpful hints wall calendars, 2003-2005
How to buy a new car, 1989

How to paint practically anything, 2016-2017

Scope and Contents

Have: 2016 July; 2017 April

Imaging tests for lower-back pain, 2012
Money smarts, 1999

Movies for TV, 1964-1978
Scope and Contents

Have: 1964, 1969, 1970, 1972, 1974, 1978

Rebuild your finances, 2009 Spring

Room by room makeovers, 2012-2016

Scope and Contents

Have: 2012 November; 2016 November

Smart consumer calendar, 2006
The answers to good health, 2018

The best of health, 1998
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Box 23

Box 21

Box 21

Box 23

Box 23

Box 21

Box 23
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The medicine chart, 1988-1989

The stress-free guide to family finance,
2014-2018

Scope and Contents

Have: 2014; 2016; 2018
Wellness guide, 2015
What's wrong with my car?, 1990
When to say "Whoa!" to doctors, 2011

Wines and liquors, 1939-1940

Scope and Contents

Have: 1939; 1940

Your Ford, 1988

Your ultimate guide to health, 2015

Return to Table of Contents
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