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Summary

Collection Title:
Consumer Reports. Film and Broadcast records, 1879-2003, bulk 1973-1998

Creator:
Consumer Reports (Firm)

Source:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
Consumer Reports is a product testing and consumer advocacy nonprofit 
organization based in Yonkers, N.Y., founded in 1936. The Film Division and 
Television Department produced educational films and television programming on 
a range of topics relating to consumer advice and protection, including household 
appliances, personal finance, food, health, and safety hazards. Collection includes 
clippings, contracts, correspondence, press releases, reports, scripts and other 
printed materials. Acquired as part of the John W. Hartman Center for Sales, 
Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
7.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11926

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1db26

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Consumer Reports. Film and Broadcast records, 
David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection includes clippings, contracts, correspondence, press releases, 
reports, scripts and other printed materials relating to the production of 
Consumer Reports television programming and educational films. Broadcast 
productions cover a range of consumer topics, including household appliances, 
personal finance, food, health, product advice, and safety hazards.

Biographical/Historical

Consumer Reports is a product testing and consumer advocacy nonprofit 
organization based in Yonkers, N.Y., founded in 1936. The Film Division and 
Television Department produced educational films and television programming 
on a range of topics relating to consumer advice and protection.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into two series: Film Division; Television Department.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Consumer Reports. Film and Broadcast records were received by the David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2019.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, Sept. 2021;

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2019-0130.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Hartman Center collections:

Cause Marketing Forum. Halo Awards records;

Consumer Reports Archives records;

Consumer Reports. Colston E. Warne papers;

Consumer Reports. Editorial Department records;

Consumer Reports. Warren Braren papers;

Radio TV Reports infomercial collection

Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• Consumer education
• consumer protection
• Television broadcasting -- United States
• John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Collection Inventory

Film Division, 1948-1981

Administrative Files, 1948-1981

ABC Television News, 1974-176 Box 1

Anticipated broadcast schedules, 1975-1976 Box 1

Budget, 1973-1976 Box 1

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), 
1974-1975 Box 1

Carole Kahn (Associate Producer) 
correspondence, 1975-1976 Box 1

Comments, 1975-1980 Box 1

Consultants--Beverly Schanzer, 1972-1973 Box 1

Consultants--John Fisher, David Battle--
Consumer Reports television version proposal, 
approximately 1970 Box 1

Consultants--John Fisher, David Battle--
Consumer Reports television version set 
design proposal, approximately 1970 Box 16

"Consumers Want to Know", 1960-1969 Box 1

"Consumers Want to Know"--Distribution 
reports, 1961-1968 Box 1

Physical Description: 3 folders
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Copyright, 1974-1975 Box 1

Correspondence and memoranda, 1972-1976 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders

David Burke memos, 1974-1975 Box 2

Educational film distribution, 1974-1976 Box 2

Educational films, 1974-1976 Box 2

Ellen Levine memos, 1973-1975 Box 2

Evaluation questionnaires, 1976 Box 15

Film data sheets, 1967-1970 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes: Consumers Want to Know; A Visit to Consumers Union; Food 
Buying; Consumerism: Let the Seller Beware!

Film studio correspondence, 1974 Box 2

Filmstrip correspondence, 1948-1969 Box 2

Funding, grants, 1976 Box 2

Insurance, 1973-1976 Box 2

Ira Furman memos, 1974-1976 Box 2

Irwin Landau memos, 1974-1976 Box 2

Lists of scripts, 1974-1976 Box 2

NBC Television, 1973-1976 Box 2

Policy and procedure memos, 1972-1975 Box 3

Press kits, 1974-1975 Box 3

Radio, 1974-1975 Box 3

Rental log, 1975-1977 Box 16

Reviews, 1975-1981 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders
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Reviews, 1977 Box 16

Stations carrying CRTV, 1974-1976 Box 3

Story development and production procedures, 
1973-1974 Box 3

Syndication, 1973-1974 Box 3

Television commercials, 1974-1976 Box 3

Warren Braren memos, 1974-1976 Box 3

WNET/13 Television, 1976 Box 3

Budget and Bills for Selected Films, 1973-1975

TV001 Subcompact Cars, 1973-1974 Box 3

TV004 Junk Mail, 1973-1974 Box 3

TV103 Child Car Seat Restraints, 1973-1974 Box 3

TV108 Eggs and Egg Substitutes (Egg 
Beaters), 1974 Box 3

TV111 Cereals, 1974 Box 4

TV116 Seat Belts, 1974 Box 4

TV122 Life Jackets, 1974 Box 4

TV125 Subcompact Cars, 1974 Box 4

TV127 Short Sheets, 1974 Box 4

TV130 Obsolete Diseases, 1974 Box 4

TV131 Disposable Diapers, 1974 Box 4

TV132 Baby Carriages, 1974 Box 4

TV136 Drained Weight (canned goods), 1974 Box 4

TV145 Breast Cancer, 1974 Box 4

TV147 Auto Buying, 1974 Box 4
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TV152 Raincoats, 1974 Box 4

TV153 Astropops, 1974 Box 4

TV154 Aspirin, 1974 Box 4

TV158 Aerosols, 1974 Box 4

TV163 Baby Foods, 1974 Box 4

TV166 Plastic Television Flammability, 1974 Box 4

TV168 Grade Labeling, 1974 Box 4

TV170 Toy Safety, 1974 Box 5

TV172 Fuel Adjustment Clauses, 1974 Box 5

TV175 Television Shock Hazard, 1974 Box 5

TV184 Red No. 2 (dye, food coloring), 1975 Box 5

TV193 Child Car Seat Restraints, 1974-1975 Box 5

TV207 Bottled Water, 1975 Box 5

Broadcast Scripts, 1962, 1973-1976

8mm Movie Cameras, 1975 Box 5

8mm Movie Projectors, 1975 Box 5

19-Inch Black-and-White Televisions, 1976 Box 5

19-Inch Color Televisions, 1975 Box 5

Aerosols, 1974 Box 5

Air Conditioners, 1975 Box 5

Air Fares, 1974 Box 5

AMC Pacer, 1975 Box 5

Antifreeze Testers, 1975 Box 5

Aspirin, 1974 Box 5
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Astropops, 1974 Box 5

Auto and Tire Recalls, 1975 Box 5

Auto Buying, 1974 Box 5

Auto Defects, 1976 Box 5

Auto Loudspeakers, 1976 Box 5

Auto Polishes, 1974 Box 5

Auto Tires, 1974 Box 5

Auto Tune-Up Equipment, 1975 Box 5

Baby Carriages, 1975 Box 5

Baby Carriages, 1975 Oversize-folder 1

Baby Carriers, 1975 Box 5

Baby Foods, 1975 Box 5

Baby Foods, 1975 Box 16

Baby Foods--Baker/Beech Nut v. Roberta 
Wieloszynski, 1976 Box 15

Backpacks, 1974 Box 6

Barbie's Townhouse, 1975 Box 6

Bathroom Tissue, 1976 Box 6

Battery Chargers, 1976 Box 6

Beans, 1975 Box 6

Beryllium in Lantern Mantles, 1974 Box 6

Bicycle Locks, 1975 Box 6

Blankets, 1975 Box 6

Blenders, 1974 Box 6

Bologna, 1976 Box 6

- Page 10 -



Guide to the Consumer Reports. Film and Broadcast records, 1879-2003, bulk 1973-1998

Bologna, 1976 Box 16

Bologna, 1976 Oversize-folder 1

Bottled Water, 1975 Box 6

Botulism in Tomatoes (home canning), 1974 Box 6

Bread, 1976 Box 6

Bread, 1976 Box 16

Bread, 1976 Oversize-folder 1

Bread Coloring, 1975 Box 6

Breast Cancer, 1974 Box 6

Breast Prostheses, 1975 Box 6

Breast Prostheses, 1975 Box 16

Bulk Beef, 1974 Box 6

Calculators, 1975 Box 6

Calorie Counting/Low-Fat Cottage Cheese/
French Twist Automatic Calorie Counter, 1974 Box 6

Canned Chili, 1974 Box 6

Car Bike Carriers, 1975 Box 6

Car Dealer Service, 1976 Box 6

Car Stereos, 1975 Box 6

Caulking Compounds, 1976 Box 6

Cereals, 1975 Box 6

Charities, 1975 Box 6

Checking Accounts, 1975 Box 6

Chevrolet Chevette, 1976 Box 6

Child Bike Seats, 1975 Box 6
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Child Car Seat Restraints, 1975 Box 7

Child Car Seat Restraints, 1975 Box 15

Chiropractic X-Rays, 1975 Box 7

Cigarette Ads, 1974-1975 Box 7

Cigarettes, 1976 Box 7

Cigarettes, 1976 Box 16

Cigarettes, 1976 Oversize-folder 1

Clothes Dryers, 1975 Box 7

Coffee Creamers, 1975 Box 7

Coffee Makers, 1974 Box 7

Cold Remedies, 1974 Box 7

Color Television, 1976 Box 7

Color Television Repairs, 1976 Box 7

Compact Cars, 1974-1976 Box 7

Compact Stereos, 1975 Box 7

Computer Checkout, 1974 Box 7

Consumer Co-op Bank, 1976 Box 7

Cooler Chests, 1974 Box 7

Cribs, 1975 Box 7

Daypacks, 1975 Box 7

Dimmer Controls, 1976 Box 7

Dipyrone, 1975 Box 7

Dishwashers, 1976 Box 7

Disposable Diapers, 1975 Box 7
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Disposable Diapers, 1975 Box 16

Drained Weight (canned goods), 1974 Box 7

Drained Weight (canned goods), 1974 Box 15

Drugs and Pregnancy, 1975 Box 7

Economy Subcompact Cars, 1976 Box 7

Effects of Atomic Fallout on the Milk We Drink, 
1962 Box 7

Egg Beaters (egg substitute), 1974 Box 7

Eggs, 1975-1976 Box 7

Eggs and Egg Substitutes, 1974 Box 16

Eggs and Egg Substitutes--Clippings, 
1973-1974 Box 16

Elderly and Food, 1974 Box 7

Elderly Health Insurance, 1975 Box 7

Electric Cars, 1975 Box 7

Electric Drills, 1975 Box 7

Electric Food Mixers, 1975 Box 7

Electric Heaters, 1975 Box 7

Electronic Banking, 1975 Box 8

Fabric Softeners, 1974 Box 8

Fair Trade Laws, 1974 Box 8

Fans, 1975 Box 8

Fast Food, 1975 Box 8

Fast Food, 1975 Box 16

Fast Food, 1975 Oversize-folder 1
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Fire Extinguishers, 1975 Box 8

Flammable Fingernail Coatings, 1975 Box 8

Flammable Plastics in Televisions, 1974 Box 8

Flammable Plastics in Televisions, 1974 Box 15

Floor Polishes, 1975 Box 8

FM/AM Portable Radios, 1975 Box 8

Foam Mattresses, 1975-1976 Box 8

Food, 1976 Box 8

Food Recalls, 1975 Box 8

Freezers, 1974 Box 8

Frozen Food Indicators, 1974 Box 8

Frozen Turkeys, 1974 Box 8

Fuel Adjustment Clauses, 1974 Box 8

Fuel Adjustment Clauses, 1974 Box 16

Full-Size Cars, 1975 Box 8

Furniture Polishes, 1974 Box 8

Gas Gadgets, 1974 Box 8

Gas Mileage, 1975 Box 8

Gift Ideas, 1975 Box 8

Grade Labeling (food), 1975 Box 8

Grade Labeling (food), 1975 Box 15

Hard Surface Cleaners, 1974 Box 8

Hearing Protectors, 1975 Box 8

High Chairs, 1975 Box 8

- Page 14 -



Guide to the Consumer Reports. Film and Broadcast records, 1879-2003, bulk 1973-1998

High-Rise Bikes, 1974 Box 8

Homemakers' Disability Insurance, 1975 Box 8

Honda Civic, 1975 Box 8

Household Cleaners, 1976 Box 8

Humidifiers, 1976 Box 8

Hypertension, 1974 Box 9

Hypertension, 1974 Box 16

Imported Subcompact Cars, 1975-1976 Box 9

Imported Subcompact Cars, 1976 Box 16

Inflate-A-Bed, 1976 Box 9

Junk Mail, 1974 Box 9

Kitchen Knives, 1975 Box 9

Kitchen Knives, 1975 Box 16

Koogle, 1975 Box 9

Laundry Detergents, 1974 Box 9

Laxatives, 1975 Box 9

Life Jackets, 1974 Box 9

Life Jackets, 1974 Box 16

Light Bulbs, 1975 Box 9

Loans, 1975 Box 9

Low-Cost Stereo Receivers, 1975 Box 9

Low-Cost Stereos, 1974 Box 9

Low-Fat Cottage Cheese, 1974 Box 9

Luxury Compact Cars, 1976 Box 9
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Luxury Subcompact Cars, 1975 Box 9

Mail-Order Regulations, 1976 Box 9

Mammography, 1976 Box 9

Manual Lawn Mowers, 1976 Box 9

Medical Directories, 1975 Box 9

Medical Lab Reports, 1975 Box 9

Medical Lab Tests, 1974-1975 Box 9

Medical Lab Tests, 1975 Box 15

Metal Primers, 1975 Box 9

Mid-Sized Cars, 1975-1976 Box 9

Mobile Home Parks, 1973 Box 9

Mobile Homes, 1974 Box 9

Money-Saving Tips, 1976 Box 9

Moving, 1975 Box 9

Newspaper Logs, 1974 Box 9

Nitrates in Water, 1975 Box 9

Obsolete Diseases, 1974 Box 9

Obsolete Diseases, 1974 Box 16

Octane Posting, 1975 Box 9

Outboard Motors, 1975 Box 9

Paper Towels, 1976 Box 10

Peanuts, 1974 Box 10

Pet Air Travel, 1974-1975 Box 10

Pilot Lights, 1974 Box 10
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Plush Carpeting, 1974 Box 10

Pocket Cameras, 1976 Box 10

Pools, Above-Ground, 1975 Box 10

Pools, Above-Ground--Clippings, 1975 Box 16

Pot Pies, 1975 Box 10

Prepaid Legal Services, 1976 Box 10

Pressure Canners, 1976 Box 10

Process Cheese, 1974 Box 10

Raincoats, 1975 Box 10

Raincoats, 1975 Box 16

Red No. 2 Dye, 1975 Box 10

Refrigerators, 1975 Box 10

Rice, 1976 Box 10

Rotary Power Mowers, 1974 Box 10

Salmonella and Pet Turtles, 1974 Box 10

Sardines, 1975 Box 10

Savings Accounts, 1975 Box 10

Screwdrivers, 1975 Box 10

Seat Belts, 1974 Box 10

Sewing Machines, 1975 Box 10

Short Sheets, 1974 Box 10

Sleep Aids, 1975 Box 10

Slide Projectors, 1975 Box 10

Slow Cookers, 1975 Box 10
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Small Black-and-White Television, 1975 Box 10

Small Car Safety, 1976 Box 10

Small Sailboats, 1975 Box 11

Soda Water Identity, 1974 Box 11

Soft-Sided Luggage, 1976 Box 11

Station Wagons and Bus Wagons, 1975 Box 11

Stereo Headphones, 1975 Box 11

Subaru Wagon, 1976 Box 11

Subcompact Cars, 1974-1975 Box 11

Subcompact Wagons, 1975 Box 11

Supermarkets/Price Survey, 1975 Box 11

Taxes, 1976 Box 11

Telephone Answering Machines, 1976 Box 11

Television Shock Hazard, 1974 Box 11

Ten-Speed Bicycles, 1974-1976 Box 11

Textured Paints, 1976 Box 11

Textured Paints, 1976 Box 16

Toilet Bowl Cleaners, 1975 Box 11

Toy Safety, 1974 Box 11

Toy Safety, 1974 Box 15

Turntables, 1975 Box 11

Used Car Buying, 1975 Box 11

Used Cars, 1976 Box 11

Vitamin C, 1975-1976 Box 11
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VW Rabbit, 1975 Box 11

Warranties, 1975 Box 11

Washing Machines, 1975 Box 11

Washing Machines, 1975 Box 16

Windshield Washer Fluid, 1975 Box 11

Return to Table of Contents

Television Department, 1879-2003

General Files, 1879-2003

Background of the Television Department, 
1996 Box 12

Car Show--Disk for edit (3.5 floppy disk), 1982 Box 15 > Disk RL11926-
FL3-001

Car Show--Review, 1982 Box 12

CRTV News--Sample scripts, 2003 Box 12

Documentary project--Articles and clippings, 
1939-1984 Box 12

Documentary project--Articles and clippings, 
1984-1985 Box 15

Physical Description: 2 folders

Documentary project--Articles and clippings, 
1907-1939 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Old advertisements: Bon Ami (1938); Camel (1938); Coca-Cola (1939); 
Hiawatha Spring Water (1907); Mennen's Toilet Powder (1907); Swift's 
Premium Frankfurters (1939)

Documentary project--Articles and clippings, 
1879 Oversize-folder 3

Scope and Contents

Norwalk Gazette, May 13, 1879
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Documentary project--Treatment draft, 1984 Box 12

Guidelines for the Television Department, 
1986 Box 12

Health in America--State and Local Hearing 
Guidelines (National Citizens' Board of 
Inquiry), 1982 Box 12

History of Consumerism--Budget, 1984 Box 12

Joyce Newman--Biographical, 1996 Box 12

Scope and Contents

[Director, Consumer Reports Television)

Joyce Newman--Strategic Uses of Television 
for Consumers Union, 1986 Box 12

Staying Alive: Car Safety, 1998 Box 12

Staying Alive: Car Safety, 1998 Box 16

Staying Alive: Car Safety--Zip disk, 1998 Box 15 > Disk RL11926-
ZIP-001

Scope and Contents

Includes: Ad image; Postcard

Su Clinica Familia/Your Family Clinic (Texas), 
1984 Box 12

Task Force on Indigent Health Care (Texas), 
1984 Box 12

Zillions TV, 1993 Box 12

Best Travel Deals Program, 1992-1997

Air Dates and Ratings, 1996 Box 12

Budget, 1995-1996 Box 12

Car Rental Source File, 1994-1996 Box 12

Car Rental Source File, 1996 Box 16
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Cases/Research, 1996 Box 12

Clearance scripts, 1996 Box 12
Physical Description: 2 folders

Clippings, 1996 Box 12

Clippings, 1996 Box 15
Physical Description: 2 folders

Clippings, 1996 Oversize-folder 2

Concept/Development, 1996 Box 12

Consolidators service file, 1996 Box 12

Contracts, 1996 Box 13

Correspondence and memoranda, 1995-1996 Box 13

Domestic airfare source file, 1996 Box 13

Domestic airfare source file, 1996 Box 16

Footage logs and requests, 1996 Box 13

Handouts, 1995-1996 Box 13

Hotel savings source file, 1995-1996 Box 13

Hotel savings source file, 1996 Box 16

Passport/ATM source file, 1996 Box 13

Paul Ryden (program host), 1996 Box 13

Press release, 1996 Box 13

Promotion, 1996 Box 13

Release forms, 1996 Box 13

Script drafts, 1996 Box 13
Physical Description: 2 folders

Shoots, 1996 Box 14
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Transcript, 1996 Box 14

Transcript binder, 1996 Box 14

Travel Channel, 1995-1997 Box 14

Travel Channel website, 1997 Box 14

Trip protection source file, 1992-1996 Box 14

Value Jet press package, 1996 Box 14

Travel Tips Program, 1996

Review of scripts, 1996 Box 14

Script, 1996 Box 14

Script clearance, 1996 Box 14

Scripts and clearance copies binder, 1996 Box 14
Physical Description: 2 folders

Return to Table of Contents
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