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Summary

Collection Title:
Alfred Cumming papers, 1792-1889

Creator:
Cumming, Alfred, 1802-1873; Cumming, Elizabeth (Elizabeth Wells Randall), 
1811-1867

Abstract:
Alfred Cumming was a Superintendent in the Office of Indian Affairs Central 
Superintendency, and later was appointed as Utah's second Territorial Governor, 
succeeding Brigham Young. This collection contains materials from the Cumming 
family dating back to the early 1800s, including the War of 1812; documentation 
from Alfred Cumming's role in negotiating a treaty on behalf of the US government 
with Indigenous tribes from the present-day Blackfeet Nation (Montana); and 
materials from Alfred and Elizabeth Cumming's harrowing experiences with 
the Utah Expedition in 1857-1858, including detailed descriptions by Elizabeth 
Cumming of their travels and encounters with wildlife, winter weather, white 
Mormon settlers, and Indigenous tribes. There are also materials documenting 
Cumming's Utah governorship, including letters from Brigham Young; reports 
about Mormon emigration and settlements; communications regarding federal 
appropriations, US Army movements, and "Indian farms;" petitions and letters to 
Cumming from families seeking information about missing people, presumed to be 
in Utah; and administrative records documenting the Western American frontier of 
the mid-1800s.

Extent:
4 Linear Feet (3 boxes, 1 oversize folder)

Language:
Material in English.

Collection ID:
RL.00273

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1832j

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Alfred Cumming papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

This collection contains materials from the Cumming family dating back to the 
early 1800s, with descriptions of Litchfield Law School and the War of 1812 by 
William Clay Cumming; materials from Alfred Cumming's mayoralty in Augusta, 
Ga., during a yellow fever epidemic; documentation from Alfred Cumming's 
role in negotiating a treaty on behalf of the United States government with 
Indigenous tribes from the present-day Blackfeet Nation (Montana); and 
materials from Alfred and Elizabeth Cumming's harrowing experiences with 
the Utah Expedition in 1857-1858, including detailed descriptions by Elizabeth 
Cumming of their travels and encounters with wildlife, winter weather, white 
Mormon settlers, and Indigenous tribes. There are also materials documenting 
Cumming's Utah governorship, including letters from Brigham Young, A. S. 
Johnston, William Medill, and Lewis Cass; reports about Mormon emigration 
and settlements; communications regarding federal appropriations, U.S. Army 
movements, and trade with Indigenous tribes; petitions and letters to Cumming 
from families seeking information about missing people, presumed to be in 
Utah; and administrative records documenting the Western American frontier 
of the mid-1800s. Also contains Cumming's presidential appointments from 
Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan.

The early 19th century materials largely contain correspondence from William 
Clay Cumming to his parents, Thomas and Ann Clay Cumming. William 
writes about his experiences at Princeton College and Litchfield Law School, 
and describes his studies, living arrangements, and teachers, as well as his 
surroundings and the political climate in New Jersey. He writes later about his 
activities in the War of 1812, where he served as an officer in Florida and New 
York; he also describes an 1815 trip from New York to New Orleans.

By the 1840s, the collection's materials shift from William Cumming to 
documenting Alfred Cumming's mayoralty of Augusta, Georgia (1845-1847); his 
appointment as Superintendent and his 1855 negotiations with representatives 
of the Blackfeet tribes and management of other agents in the Office of Indian 
Affairs' Central Superintendency; and his appointment as Governor of the Utah 
Territory, expedition there in 1857-1858, and subsequent governorship until 
1861. His correspondence, financial records, and journals reflect these official 
activities and include hints of discrepancies in his account with the federal 
government while Governor.
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Cumming's work as an agent for the Office of Indian Affairs is documented 
in his journal and two letterbooks, recording his expedition to meet with the 
Blackfeet as well as notes and instructions from the Department of the Interior. 
The volumes also contain official proceedings of a commission to hold a council 
with Blackfeet representatives and other tribes.

Cumming's copies of presidential appointments are signed by Presidents 
Pierce and Buchanan. His correspondence from the Utah period includes both 
incoming letters and letterbooks documenting his outgoing communication, 
containing copies of his letters to government officials, James Buchanan, 
William Medill, Lewis Cass, A. S. Johnston, and Brigham Young.

There are also four scrapbooks, with clippings and other published accounts: 
one documenting Cumming's Augusta mayoralty, particularly the yellow fever 
epidemic; two documenting the Utah Expedition and his governorship, including 
exaggerated and negative depictions of Mormon culture and religion; and one 
dating from the 1860s with clippings about the American Civil War and its 
aftermath in Georgia.

This collection contains two sets of letters with item-level description: first, a 
set of letters to Cumming from Brigham Young, relating to Cumming's entry 
into Salt Lake City and his work to temper the tension between Mormon 
residents and US Army and federal officials. Second, there is a series of letters 
by Elizabeth Wells Cumming to members of the Cumming family, particularly 
Alfred's sisters Anne and Sarah; these offer Elizabeth's personal account of the 
Utah Expedition, describing the arduous trip; destruction of supplies and land 
by Mormon militia; her activities and health; her dispute of media reports of the 
situation; beautiful scenery and frontier conditions; and her initial impressions 
and encounters with Mormons, including Mormon women, upon entering Salt 
Lake City.

Biographical/Historical

Alfred Cumming was a white American public official who served as Territorial 
Governor of Utah (1857-1861). He was born on September 4, 1802 in Augusta, 
Georgia, and served as Mayor (1836-1837) during the city's first yellow fever 
epidemic. After the Mexican-American War, he joined the federal government 
as an "Indian agent" in 1853, eventually rising to be Superintendent of the 
Central Superintendency responsible for managing government relations with 
Indigenous tribes. In this capacity, he travelled to what is now Montana and was 
the principal federal negotiator of the 1855 treaty with the Blackfeet nation, 
establishing the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.

In 1857, Cumming was appointed by President James Buchanan to serve as the 
second Territorial Governor of Utah, which was then led by Brigham Young. 
Utah's Mormon population was widely disparaged in the American press, 
and as the leader of the Church of Latter-Day Saints, Brigham Young had 
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become a threat to federal authority. Along with appointing Cumming, President 
Buchanan sent a US Army detachment, commanded by Colonel Alfred Sidney 
Johnston, and newly appointed federal officials, including Judge Delana Eckels, 
to Utah. Also present on this trip was Cumming's wife, Elizabeth Wells Randall 
Cumming, whose letters serve as a thorough and insightful documentation of 
what is now called the Utah Expedition (1857-1858).

Though the group left Missouri in September 1857, their trip West took several 
months and included a long winter with little food near Fort Bridger, in what 
is now Wyoming. Fearing an invasion and persecution, Young had directed his 
local militia to disrupt the group's movements; along with bad weather, the 
Army's supply convoys and lands for grazing were destroyed.

In spring 1858, Cumming and other officials (including go-between Thomas 
Kane) negotiated with Young, who finally allowed Cumming to enter Salt Lake 
City. They found the city largely empty of residents, as Young had directed 
Mormons to evacuate. Cumming was fairly successful in quieting the situation, 
and Young received him as the new governor. The Army and the rest of the 
party arrived in Salt Lake in August 1858, and Cumming was officially elected 
by Utahns and served as Governor until May 1861. His term was largely focused 
on establishing and reinforcing official and administrative systems for the Utah 
Territory, and he tended to advocate governmental moderation concerning 
Mormon practices such as polygamy, in contradiction to many of his more 
conservative military officers and judges.

After the end of his governorship, Cumming returned to Washington, DC. His 
return to Augusta was postponed by the American Civil War, but he eventually 
arrived there in the summer of 1864. Elizabeth died in 1867; Alfred died on 
October 9, 1873.

Sources cited: Peterson, Charles S. "Alfred Cumming," entry in Utah History 
Encyclopedia, 1994. https://historytogo.utah.gov/alfred-cumming/

The Genteel Gentile: Letters of Elizabeth Cumming, 1857-1858. Edited by Ray 
R. Canning and Beverly Beeton (Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah. Library. 
Tanner Trust Fund), 1977.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The Alfred Cumming papers are arranged chronologically.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Acquisition Information

The Alfred Cumming papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as gifts in 1933 and 1940.

Processing Information

Processed by Rubenstein Library staff, 1989; re-processed and description 
revised by Meghan Lyon, 2025.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Blackfeet Tribe of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana
• Church and state -- Latter Day Saint churches
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• Frontier and pioneer life -- West (U.S.)
• Governors -- Utah
• Indian agents -- United States
• Indigenous peoples -- Utah
• Law -- Study and teaching -- United States
• Latter Day Saints -- Utah
• Latter Day Saint churches
• Missing persons -- Utah
• Mississippi River Valley -- Description and travel
• Salt Lake City (Utah)
• Scrapbooks
• Utah -- Emigration and immigration
• United States -- History -- War of 1812
• Utah Expedition (1857-1858)
• Women pioneers -- Utah
• Yellow Fever -- Augusta (Ga.)
• Buchanan, James, 1791-1868
• Cass, Lewis, 1782-1866
• Cumming, William Clay, 1788-1863
• Johnston, Albert Sidney, 1803-1862
• Medill, William, 1802-1865
• Pierce, Franklin, 1804-1869
• Young, Brigham, 1801-1877
• Blackfeet Indian Confederacy. Tribal Council
• Litchfield Law School
• United States. Office of Indian Affairs. Central Superintendency

Collection Inventory

Correspondence from Joseph Clay, 1792 and 
1805 Box 1

Correspondence from William Cumming 
(Princeton and Litchfield, NJ) to father Thomas 
Cumming (Augusta, GA), 1805-1807 Box 1

Correspondence from William Cumming (various 
locations) to parents Anne and Thomas Cumming 
(Augusta, GA), 1809-1819 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters written home by William Cumming to his parents, describing his 
activities in the War of 1812 as commander of a company in Florida, campaigns 
in New York as a colonel, criticisms of officers, a dispute with General George 
Izard, adoption of a system of discipline for the infantry; description of a trip 
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in 1815 from New York to New Orleans with accounts of Louisville, Lexington, 
and the Mammoth Cave in Kentucky; Asheville, North Carolina; Nashville, 
Tennessee; Baton Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana; a few comments on Brazil 
and Uruguay, which he visited in 1816; and mention of John McDonogh.

Correspondence and other documents, 1820s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Assorted materials, including a 1820 letter from Henry Cumming to his mother 
detailing a trip to Italy, and an 1821 deed for Samuel Landgon (of New Hanover, 
N.C.) for a tract of land in Genesee County, N.Y.

Correspondence to Alfred Cumming, 1830s Box 1

Scope and Contents

1839 Letters to Alfred Cumming regarding the yellow fever epidemic aftermath 
in Augusta. Also contains a portion of a 1835 bill of sale from the estate of 
Thomas Cumming, listing equipment.

Correspondence and resolutions about Alfred 
Cumming's mayoralty (Augusta, GA), 1845-1847 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters and manuscript copies of resolutions commemorating Alfred Cumming's 
leadership of Augusta during the city's 1839 yellow fever epidemic. Also 
contains a letter (typescript copy) by William Cumming, declining a commission 
to be a Major General in March 1847.

Correspondence, 1850-1852 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letter from William to Sarah Cumming, and an account regarding a loan from 
Alfred Cumming.

Correspondence from Brigham Young to Alfred 
Cumming, 1857-1858 Box 1
Physical Description: 12 items 
Scope and Contents

Original letters and typed transcription from Brigham Young to Alfred 
Cumming regarding his arrival in Utah; his distrust of the US Army and other 
accompanying federal officials; his eventually allowing federal troops to enter 
Salt Lake City; the transfer of power and government administration between 
them; and Young's offer to return seized goods to the Army. There are two non-
Young letters which accompanied the Young letters also filed here, for context. 
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Transcription created by Randolyn J. Emerson for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints for the Brigham Young Bicentennial, June 1, 2001.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 April 
16 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-001

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Salt Lake City offering suppies and provisions to Cumming 
and Col. Johnston's camp.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 May 8 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-002

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Salt Lake City, praising Cumming for his restraint and 
warns him that "I cannot be responsible for the safety of certain Government 
appointees, such as Dr. Garland Hurt, H.F. Morrell, C.L. Craig, and perhaps 
others...should they venture to come into our settlements...." He also offers to 
dismiss the militia he had placed "as a guard against Indian depredations."

Alfred Cumming to Brigham Young (manuscript 
copy), 1858 May 12 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-003

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Salt Lake City that he will seek to prevent troops advancing 
from Ft. Bridger until he receives word from the Secretary of State in 
Washington.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 June 7 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-004

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Provo that he has instructed Brigadier General C.W. West to 
greet Cumming's arrival at Salt Lake City.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 June 
16 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-005

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Provo, where he thanks Cumming for delivering mail, and 
looks forward to a meeting.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 June 
19 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-006
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Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Provo, urging Cumming to "exercise not only your extensive 
personal influence but your unquestioned Gubernatorial Authority to prevent 
the encampment of any large body of troops even temporarily in any place to 
infringe upon the grazing lands, fields, or gardens of the citizens.... It cannot 
reasonably be expected that the people will return to their deserted homes 
while large bodies of troops are camped in their immediate suburbs."

Heben C. Kimball to Alfred Cumming, 1858 June 
21 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-007

Scope and Contents

Kimball forwards to Cumming an enclosed letter (1858 June 18/19) from B.Y.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 June 
23 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-008

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Provo and acknowledges receipt of Cumming's proclamation.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 July 1 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-009

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Salt Lake City offering to return "as far as possible the 
property so taken" from the U.S. Army detachment during their march 
towards Utah.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 
August 13 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-010

Scope and Contents

B.Y. offers some "Books belonging to the Government of the United States" 
that he would like to transfer to Cumming's possession.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 
September 10 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-011

Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Salt Lake City and sends a copied table of prices for labor 
and materials in Utah Territory for Cumming's reference.

Brigham Young to Alfred Cumming, 1858 
November 24 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-012
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Scope and Contents

B.Y. writes from Salt Lake City requesting that any arrest warrant for Young 
be issued via Cumming: "should my presence be legally required in the U.S. 
court, I would esteem it a personal favor if yourself and Gen'l Wilson would 
call upon me at the required time and be my companion to and from the 
court room." He writes that he looks forward to calling on Cumming more 
regularly when the "unhappy state of feeling" has passed.

Correspondence from Elizabeth Cumming, 1857 
August 25-1858 September 24 Box 1
Physical Description: 17 items 
Scope and Contents

A series of letters by Elizabeth Wells Cumming, who accompanied her 
husband Alfred Cumming throughout the Utah Expedition and served as his 
secretary. She describes their trip, their overwintering outside of Salt Lake City, 
Cumming's negotiations with Brigham Young, and her arrival in Salt Lake City 
and interactions with Mormons living there.

These letters are transcribed in the published volume The Genteel Gentile: 
Letters of Elizabeth Cumming, 1857-1858, edited by Ray R. Canning and 
Beverly Beeton (Salt Lake City, UT: University of Utah. Library. Tanner Trust 
Fund, 1977).

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1857 August 25, 1857 September 1 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-013

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from St. Louis and Leavenworth of their preparations for 
the journey to Utah and her hope that they will leave soon. "As for me, the 
journey to Utah, if not undertaken too late in the season, is an idea, perfectly 
to my taste, very attractive - but, if we are delayed long, very much the 
contrary.... I have longed & wished to go, but to go soon."

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1857 September 4 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-014

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes that "six companies of dragoons ordered to be prepared for 
Utah. It will take at least ten days, so they tell me. No mules here - wagons 
to be made for transportation. Our pleasant journey will lose much of its 
pleasantness." She also notes that newspaper coverage of the expedition 
"have made very few correct statements" which she finds "amusing & 
sometimes irritating".
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The letter includes a stitched paper tag with the manuscript note: No. 1.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1857 October 25 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-015

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Fort Laramie, where the party has endured snow and 
cold. "You will have seen, by the time you receive this, Brigham Young's 
proclamation, it arrived at this post the evening before we arrived, & was 
expressed on to Washington immediately. Alfred sent word to the President 
that he would enter Salt Lake this winter if in the bounds of possibility.

"How far we can get on is as yet unknown.... our mules must die in numbers. 
They have no protection, not even blankets, from the weather. The mormons 
have burned 72 U.S. waggons (contents unknown) ahead of us & have burned 
off the grass in many places.... So it is generally believed that we must lose 
most of our animals, & if so, we cannot get on to Salt Lake, but must encamp 
somewhere in the mountains."

The letter includes a stitched paper tag with the manuscript note: No. 2.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1857 November 28-29 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-016

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Camp Scott, in Utah Territory, with a report on poor 
conditions for the company. "Our animals are all dead or dying, & we must 
stop here all winter, where there is wood & water. Alfred has made this the 
seat of govt."

She writes about the widespread starvation and freezing of the army's 
animals during severe cold and winter storms on their way through the Rocky 
Mountains. "There was no wood to burn - & the weather intensely cold - only 
Sage brushes for fuel - which burns like paper - so we cut up the deserted 
U.S. waggons for fuel...." She writes that "the morale was worse than the 
physique. In the very cold weather, the teamsters seemed more like madmen 
than human beings. Much Sin abounded. The cold & privations seemed to 
make them crazy." Cumming also describes losing her pony ("my six years 
old friend") who got lost in the snow and presumably starved; and reports 
that she has suffered from a frostbitten foot for the past month, which had 
swollen and burst. She says "I cannot describe this place, for I have not yet 
seen it - am a prisoner with my foot."

She also reports on Alfred's activities: "he is busy with gentlemen (officers 
&c) nearly all day" since "all the civilians are camped about us. We are less 
than half a mile from the main camp." She lists who all is with them: Eckels, 
Hockaday, Forney, other officers, teamsters, and "Gentile merchants, with 
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goods for Salt Lake, (who cannot go on either, under penalty of death if they 
enter the city) are of our camp."

She asks for news and updates, and reports that Alfred Cumming Jr. (Alfred 
Cumming's nephew) has reached the camp.

The letter includes a stitched paper tag with the manuscript note: No. 3.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1857 December 13 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-017

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Camp Scott a summary of their living situation for the 
winter of 1857. She reports that the cloth tents were very comfortable, they 
had plenty of fueld, and clear air, but that their provisions "are limited in both 
quantity & variety. A most rigid economy in their distribution is necessarily 
observed, to give us some assurance of being fed till Spring but the food 
is wholesome enough, and that is the grand point. We have no milk, eggs, 
butter, lard nor the thousand & one articles in daily use in a household. We 
have no salt - that is a deprivation to many."

The letter contains a list of the stored provisions remaining, including their 
personal reserves. Cumming describes the price gouging soldiers faced for 
any supplies from traders, including "Utah Indians" and "Gentiles" who were 
forbidden by Young to enter Salt Lake.

Cumming mentions acquiring leather for shoes for "a little servant I have 
with me," which is likely referring to an unnamed enslaved girl. Cumming 
describes their "five tents," which included a dining room, store room, 
kitchen, "a sleeping tent for the young girl," and a large tent with parlor and 
bed chamber. "You can hardly imagine how cozy & comfortable it looks. I 
quite enjoy it."

The letter contains cross-hatched writing in pink ink.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 January 3 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-018

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes that "we are having a very pleasant time here in our tents. I 
never was more comfortable in my life than I now am." She reports that since 
receiving a shipment of salt, "everybody has as much to eat as they wish, 
though perhaps they would like a little more variety." She includes a copy 
of "some extracts from orders found on a Mormon arrested here (together 
with others) several weeks since," dated 1857 October 4, wherein General 
D.H. Wells of the Nauvoo Legion urged Mormons' burning and destruction 
ahead of the "invading troops." "On ascertaining the locality or route of the 
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troops, proceed at once to annoy them in every possible way... Take no life, 
but destroy their trains & stampede or drive away their animals at every 
opportunity."

Cumming adds that they had no mail for several months, and includes some 
family updates from Alfred Cumming Jr. and mutual friends.

The letter contains cross-hatched writing in pink ink.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 April 5 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-019

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Fort Bridger, Utah Territory, that "I have just bid (to-
day) good bye to Alfred. He has gone to Salt Lake City, where so many have 
sworn he never shall enter alive. Col. Kane, our guest, is his only companion, 
& two of our men servants [possibly enslaved] go as driver and cook." She 
elaborates that Alfred plans to assume control of the government of Utah, 
and that he had appointed a Secretary of State to govern in case he were 
arrested or captured in Utah. She writes that "Mr. Buchanan has given him 
carteblanke as to nearly all Utah matters."

She closes with the note that "our tents are about quarter of a mile from 
camp. Col. Johnston politely offered a company for my protection - but it was 
declined. I have a sentinel, day & night at my tent, & two of our men servants 
sleep in a tent near me - so I am quite safe here - but guns & pistols are as 
much a part of our tent furniture as tables or seats."

This letter includes cross-hatch writing.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 April 18 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-020

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes "I have no news for you - but I expect none of Alfred, until I see 
him.... The army here is feverishly anxious to know if we are to have peace 
or war - of course." Cumming writes she is heavily guarded, including "my 
good servant, Dundee, sleeps close at hand in another tent." She adds in 
a postscript that Alfred Cumming Jr. (Alfred's nephew) "watches over my 
comfort most attentively and kindly," even having "had an encampment of Ute 
Indians removed. They had pitched their lodges within a stone's throw of my 
tents...."

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Alfred Cumming, 
1858 April 21 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-021
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Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Camp Scott of her great relief at receiving Alfred's letter. 
She shares details of her list of visitors; the general rumors and anxiety 
which many felt following Alfred's departure for Salt Lake City; and the 
wish that "God grant you health & wisdom to steer your course aright 
among these quicksands - & enable you especially to keep clear of false 
friends - Mormons and Gentiles." She sends the letter in a package of official 
correspondence and dispatches from Washington, including the Treasury, 
Secretary of State, and the Adjuctant General Office.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Alfred Cumming, 
1858 April 21 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-022

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes a second letter on April 21 at 5pm to her husband with more 
details about rumors circulating that Alfred Cumming and Brigham Young 
had a pre-arranged agreement ahead of his entering Salt Lake City. She 
relays a warning from an unnamed "gentleman" who had visited her to say 
"I see reason to think a large party has arrayed itself against him [Alfred] 
& this procedure of his, & that he must be armed with defences against 
the misrepresentations, which take their rise chiefly, I believe in wounded 
pride...."

Elizabeth concludes with the note that "you will know better than I how much 
weight to attach to all this. I thought it best to tell you what I have heard, 
imperfect as my information is - for the advice the 'gentleman' gives about 
'records' & 'papers' is excellent in any case - It can do no harm to do it, & 
under certain circumstances, I see it may do much good."

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 April 22 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-023

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Fort Bridger that she has at last heard from Alfred, who 
"arrived safely at Salt Lake City & been received as Governor & was very 
busy." She adds he was in excellent spirits "but the backbiting and defaming 
him that is going on here is astounding.... A large party persist in believing 
that all his reception was prearranged, that an amicable understanding 
had existed between him & Brigham Young - & some have written thus to 
Washington. But I will copy for you an act of the first part of his journey, from 
a journal he sent me."

The remainder is Cumming's copy of Alfred Cumming's journal pages. He 
wrote of traveling with Col. Kane and "two drivers Jim & Petty" with mules 
"just alive after the cold and starvation of the winter." The drivers appear to 
have been enslaved men. After travel difficulties, including a rough overnight 
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with no food, Alfred describes finally meeting "a band of most splendid 
looking horsemen who received me as Governor of Utah - and treated me 
with marked consideration - changed my mules - assigned me a body guard.... 
I have every where been recognized as the Govr of the Terry, have entered 
upon the performance of my duties, and live in the hope of doing some good 
in my generation but do not forget my troubles are now only beginning."

The letter contains cross-hatch writing and includes a stitched paper tag with 
the manuscript note: "No. 8. Contains letter of A.C. also."

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 April 31 [sic] Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-024

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Camp Scott having heard nothing more yet from Alfred 
in Salt Lake City. She insists she is not worried about his safety. She reports 
that Camp Scott is much higher and therefore colder than their previous 
camp. "We left the valley partly because, if the Mormons should commence 
active hostilities in the spring, as we anticipated, the bluffs so near us, would 
be too good a position for our enemy, who could fire down upon us with 
ease."

Cumming concludes that "I have a great deal to say, but little to write - which 
you can well understand."

The letter includes a stitched paper tag with the manuscript note: No. 9.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 May 21 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-025

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from Camp Scott, reporting that Alfred has returned and "has 
been successful in establishing present peaceful relations. The road is now 
open for emigrants from the States through Utah to California - & he has 
given notice to that effect. He has disbanded all the Mormon war parties - 
except one small force, to be kept, subject to his orders, as a guard at or near 
Echo Canon."

She answers Anne's question about the profession of "letter writers," 
essentially gentlemen reporters for newspapers. Cumming says "we do not 
court them," but "like most other men, they soon become partisans...." "If 
there is no news, it must be manufactured - & the governor and his family are 
generally considered pretty good subjects for news."

The letter contains cross-hatch writing and includes a stitched paper tag with 
the manuscript note: No. 10.

- Page 17 -



Guide to the Alfred Cumming papers, 1792-1889

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 May 28 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-026

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes from near Camp Scott as they prepare to enter Salt Lake City. 
She describes Alfred's anger following Judge Eckels' actions seeking to 
arrest Brigham Young and outlaw polygamy. She quotes Alfred's directive to 
Eckels, "Sir, the government does not meddle with their 'peculiar institutions' 
- Congress cannot do it - I have, you have no business with it. To enforce the 
U.S. laws is all we have to do."

Cumming describes some of Alfred Cumming's activities throughout Utah 
Territory and in Salt Lake, where he opened his office to "receive complaints 
from the timid & disaffected," visited various settlements, and examined 
buildings and abandoned dwellings.

She reports that she has worked as his secretary exclusively since the 
journey began, so she knew all of the news. "I was to tell no one what was in 
them & oh, so much was in them."

The letter includes a stitched paper tag with the manuscript note: No. 11.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Sarah Wallace, 
1858 June 17 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-027

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. describes the journey into Salt Lake City, through Echo Canyon. She 
writes about their companions, including an imprisoned Mormon (Stowell), 
their servants (including "my good servant Dundee" and "the little girl," 
unnamed), and Dr. Forney. The journey took many days. Cumming describes 
encounters with various Native Americans, and describes their appearance 
and activities.

She writes that she was especially moved by the view from the "Big 
Mountain": "Sarah, I would willingly, gladly, journey from the states to this 
place & back again, winter weather & all, to see what I have seen on this 
blessed 7th of June.... Do not think me affected when I say my heart ached. It 
was physical pain produced in my by what I saw."

Cumming describes entered Salt Lake City and finding it beautiful but 
empty of people: "A large, beautiful city, the houses all separate - each 
with its garden - wide streets ... capable of containing twenty thousand 
inhabitants...." They arrived at Staines's house, which was furnished, and 
were to stay there. She describes meeting the Mormon magnates, many 
who had been missionaries in Europe, so "their manners are polished & 
the conversation of these gentlemen is very varied & interesting." She 
reports that she found Heber Kimball "plain, sensible, straight forward & 
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gentlemanly - full of humor and sometimes witty - but nothing coarse or 
disagreeable as I saw him."

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 June 27-July 9 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-028

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes about the peaceful and orderly arrival of the army in Salt Lake 
City, which was largely still empty of residents, and also describes the tension 
between the soldiers and Mormons as being very high: "It is well to have 
some distance put between the fire & the gunpowder."

This letter has a stitched paper tag with the manuscript note: No. 12.

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming 
Smith, 1858 August 12 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-029

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes about feeling annoyed about housekeeping and general 
frustrations with finding help: "all the girls here are married, almost as soon 
as they get here, if they are at all capable." She also writes that "I see an 
infinity of people and hope soon to write you some few things about general 
matters here, of their peculiar modes of thought and habits of life - not now - 
I am 'bothered' this week and feel very unlike writing."

Elizabeth Wells Cumming to Anne Cumming, 
1858 September 24 Box 1 > Item RL00273-L-030

Scope and Contents

E.W.C. writes that she and Alfred are well, and that aside from her current 
housekeeping challenges, "I have passed the happiest & pleasantest months 
of my life, after I left Leavenworth till we came to housekeeping here...."

She reports that "Alfred is very well, and is very busy, of course. He has 
some annoyances, now & then, from 'Gentiles' who (certain ones of them) 
endeavour to bring on quarrels with Mormons - desiring to bring on a war 
here.... Alfred has had no trouble from Mormons. The community, en masse, 
seem to be thankful, that if they cannot have their adored Brigham Young, for 
governor, they have in his stead, one who they all seem to regard as a just & 
honorable man, who will not betray their interests."

She writes, "The Mormons, as a community, seem peaceable and well 
disposed. I have been here several months, and have never yet heard noise 
or oaths in the street, by night or by day.... This is the side that touches us. As 
for themselves personally they are, so far as my observation goes, generally 
ignorant, fanatical, superstitious, & possessing a profound disdain for the 
religious belief of the rest of the world - but all these last qualities are their 
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own business, not mine.... Such devotedness to their religions as they evince 
is instructive in more ways than one. The spirit of martyrdom here lives 
and has its being. Here one sees the power of faith - and how faith may be 
abused.

"The Mormon ladies talk a great deal about their religion. They live it. They 
feel it. Every act almost of their lives is mormonized." Cumming writes that 
there is much poverty, and very little money. She explains that Mormon 
women must be married in order to achieve salvation. She also describes 
hearing "an infinity of arguments in favor of polygamy," and quotes some of 
her conversations with Mormon women in an effort to define Mormonism. 
She believes she is granted access to Mormon homes that Alfred is not: "I am 
invited the oftener I believe because he does not go with me. These walled 
establishments here, contain women, not men & and they are best visited by 
women."

Correspondence to and collected by Alfred 
Cumming, Utah Territory, 1857 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence received and collected by Alfred Cumming regarding assuming 
the Utah Territory governorship. Includes some anonymous letters to Brigham 
Young which offer support defending Utah against "the gentiles." Includes 
a copy of a letter sent by Brigham Young to James W. Denver, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, with estimated costs of expenses and salaries for Indian 
agents in Utah for 1859. Includes some letters and circulars from the Treasury 
Department advising Cumming on salary policies for territorial appointments. 
Also includes some letters by and on behalf of families separated due to the 
"Mormon War;" many petitioners wrote to Cumming in his role as governor, 
hoping to reunite or learn more information about missing children or relatives 
who had migrated to Utah or who may have been attacked by Mormons or 
Indigenous bands while travelling in wagon trains.

Correspondence and other documents, Utah 
Territory, 1858 January-1858 February Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains copies of general orders as well as letters received by Alfred Cumming 
regarding his salary. Contains Cumming's manuscript copy of General Orders 
No. 1, issued from Army Headquarters in New York 1858 Jan. 8, moving 
regiments to Utah; an appointment of Cumming to be Governor of the Territory 
of Utah, dated 1858 January 30; his affidavit and oath of office administered 
1858 Feburary 2.

Correspondence and other documents, Utah 
Territory, 1858 March Box 1

- Page 20 -



Guide to the Alfred Cumming papers, 1792-1889

Scope and Contents

Correspondence, general orders, and reports accumulated by Alfred Cumming 
regarding conditions and governorship of Utah Territory. Includes updates on 
the movements of Thomas L. Kane; a copy of Special Orders No. 12, moving to 
Bridger's Fort; and a letter from A.S. Johnston explaining the arrest of Owen H. 
Oneil, 1858 March 29.

Correspondence and other documents, Utah 
Territory, 1858 April Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes letters to and acquired by Alfred Cumming regarding army movements 
in Utah Territory and "hostility" by Mormons and local "Indians" against 
arriving soldiers.

Correspondence, Utah Territory, 1858 May Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and collected by Alfred Cumming relating to re-establishing mail 
services between Utah and other states, as well as de-escalating troops (on both 
Mormon and federal sides of the dispute). Includes a letter from U.S. Marshall 
P.K. Dotson reporting that he had received writs commanding the arrest of 
Brigham Young, and his request that Cumming place "such a posse under my 
command as shall enable me to discharge my duty" (1858 May 25).

"Names of some of the persons who left this City 
in May 58," by Alfred Cumming, 1858 May Box 1

Scope and Contents

Pencil manuscript, with typed transcription included.

Correspondence, Utah Territory, 1858 June Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and collected by Alfred Cumming regarding the army's movement 
through Utah and "uneasiness" of the Utah people (1858 June 12); assurances 
by A.S. Johnston that the army's movements would not be destructive to 
settlers; and acknowledgment of Cumming's reports and reply by Lewis Cass 
that "it gives me pleasure to inform you that your entire course of proceedings, 
in relation to the Mormons, meets with the approbation of the President" (1858 
June 29).

Correspondence, Utah Territory, 1858 July-1858 
September Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Letters received by Alfred Cumming in his capacity as governor, including 
reports and updates on U.S. Army movements of troops and supplies; petitions 
from parents and families seeking help from Cumming reuniting with children 
or relatives they claim are detained or held by Mormons in Utah Territory; 
reports about "hostile Indians" (J. Forney to Alfred Cumming, 1858 Sept. 2) 
stealing herds, supplies, or attacking emigrants.

Correspondence, Utah Territory, 1858 
October-1858 November Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters received and send by Alfred Cumming regarding his governorship 
of Utah; includes updates on herds and cattle movements; orders regarding 
dispensation of troops; and petitions from families seeking assistance finding 
relatives or children who emigrated to Salt Lake City and had gone missing.

Correspondence, affidavits, and other 
documents, Utah Territory, 1858 December Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to Alfred Cumming regarding Utah Territory governorship; includes 
correspondence from Lewis Cass refusing to raise Cumming's salary, and orders 
and an affidavit from U.S. Marshall P.K. Dotson regarding the arrest of someone 
accused of murder.

Correspondence, affidavits, and other 
documents, Utah Territory, 1859 January-1859 
April Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and received by Alfred Cumming regarding his governoship of Utah 
Territory, including reports of "the hostile disposition of the Indians on the 
southern route, in the neighborhood of Santa Clara" (A.S. Johnson to Alfredy 
Cumming, 1859 Feb. 6); disputes between Mormon settlers and the U.S. Army; 
an affidavit about a dispute over territory in Rush Valley; correspondence about 
a massacre at Mountain Meadows; and a petition from a mother seeking the 
return of her children from Bishop Miller in Utah (1859 April 1).

Correspondence, affidavits, and other 
documents, Utah Territory, 1859 May-1859 July Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and written by Alfred Cumming regarding his governoship of Utah 
Territory, including correspondence from Lewis Cass, John B. Floyd, and J.S. 
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Black, regarding tension between the administration of laws, particularly 
Military versus Civil jurisdiction of civilian judges; movement of troops 
to furnish "protection of persons and property, on the northern Route to 
California" (Cumming to A.S. Johnson, 1859 May 9); a petition signed by over 
50 residents requesting the removal of troops from quartering in Goshen, Cedar 
County (1859 May 28); a manuscript copy of trial proceedings of Cub Johnson, 
who pleaded guilty to killing Edward Beaty in self defense (1859 July 12); an 
affidavit by James Lynch about the recovery of children who survived an 1857 
massacre at Mountain Meadows, and Lynch's accusation that Mormons had 
committed the massacre as a "Blood Offering" (1859 July 27).

Correspondence and other documents, Utah 
Territory, 1859 August-1859 December Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and copies of letters from Alfred Cumming regarding the 
governorship of Utah Territory. A selection of copied letters appears to have 
been originally part of Cumming's letterbook, also in this collection. Topics 
include disagreements of judicial authority; disagreements about the use of 
troops, including a letter from Lewis Cass (1859 Sept. 15); an agreement 
regarding Treasury funds for Utah; letters regarding crimes and punishments, 
including Cumming's refusal to commute an execution (1859 October 26); a 
letter from Alexander Stephens (1859 Nov. 12); and a letter from Lewis Cass 
requesting "an official report upon the present condition of the territory" (1859 
Dec. 2). Cumming's report is copied in his letterbook in this collection. There 
are several additional documents regarding the investigation of the murder of 
Edward Beaty by Cub Johnson.

Correspondence, affidavits, and other 
documents, Utah Territory, 1860 January-1860 
May Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and collected by Alfred Cumming regarding the governorship of 
Utah Territory. Topics include borders with local tribes; disputes over judicial 
administration; communication from the Treasury Department regarding 
Cumming's appropriations and expenses; correspondence regarding printing of 
legislative sessions; and other financial notes and receipts.

Includes a letter discussing E.W. Cumming, who drew salary from the 
Governor's office during Cumming's governorship, with the claim that "no 
person was employed in or about the office by the name of E.W. Cumming - 
had there been I should have known it. There is no person in or about Great 
Salt Lake City by the name of E.W. Cumming, to my knowledge, unless it is 
the wife of His Excellency, who may be called by that name" (Cradlebough to 
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Merill, 1860 Jan. 23). E.W. Cumming is regularly listed on Cumming's Treasury 
financial reports in this collection.

Correspondence and other documents, Utah 
Territory, 1860 June-1860 December Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains letters to and from Alfred Cumming regarding Utah Territory 
governorship; includes approval of Cumming's leave of absence; a letter 
clarifying that E.W. Cumming is Mrs. Cumming, employed as a private secretary 
by Alfred Cumming, and Merill's note that the Attorney General "gave it as his 
opinion, that the expense should be allowed" (Merill to Cumming, 1860 Nov. 2); 
and other updates by Utah agents about the territory.

Correspondence, 1861-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Letters to and collected by Alfred Cumming, largely regarding his financial 
accounts with the Treasury Department, and his personal accounts and 
movements of funds.

Correspondence, 1880s and undated Box 1

Financial receipts, notes, records, Utah Territory, 
1857-1860 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Materials documenting official expenses and appropriations, including salaries 
for E.W. Cumming (Elizabeth Cumming), as well as other costs and ledgers 
regarding the Utah governorship.

Scrapbook: Augusta (GA) mayoralty, 1839-1841 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Paper scrapbook with clippings glued and adhered, documenting news from 
Augusta, Georgia, during Alfred Cumming's term as mayor. The early 1839 
materials largely relate to negotiations and contracts with a railroad company; 
by summer of 1839, the clippings document the arrival and devestation of a 
yellow fever epidemic, which severely impacted Augusta and led to hundreds 
of deaths. A clipping with names of the deceased is included in the scrapbook. 
The 1841 clippings relate to Augusta's commemorations of Alfred Cumming's 
leadership during the crisis.

Scrapbook: "Utah Papers No. 1", 1857 May-1859 
December Box 2
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Scope and Contents

Bound scrapbook with newspaper clippings and other printed ephemera sewn 
onto the pages, documenting Alfred and Elizabeth Cumming's expedition to 
Utah, accompanied by soldiers commanded by Col. Albert Sydney Johnston, 
and Alfred Cumming's arrival in Salt Lake City to serve as territorial governor. 
Contents of the scrapbook are largely printed newspaper clippings, trimmed 
and adhered with thread; there are a few manuscript annotations and a few 
printed reports. The title is transcribed from the item. The scrapbook covers are 
paper, and have detached. Some materials laid in loosely. Pages are brittle but 
overall condition is fair.

Scrapbook: "Utah Papers No. 2", 1860 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Bound scrapbook with newspaper clippings and other printed ephemera sewn 
onto the pages, documenting conditions/coverage of Utah Territory in 1860 and 
Alfred Cumming's activities as governor. Contents of the scrapbook are largely 
printed newspaper clippings, trimmed and adhered with thread; there are a 
few manuscript annotations and a few printed reports. The title is transcribed 
from the item. The scrapbook covers are paper. Some clipping materials laid 
in loosely. The majority of the volume's pages are blank. Pages are brittle but 
overall condition is fair.

Scrapbook: Civil War and post-war, 1864-1865 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Bound scrapbook with newspaper clippings sewn or pinned onto the pages. 
The volume's covers are missing and there are many missing pages from the 
end of the volume. Contents of the scrapbook are largely printed newspaper 
clippings, trimmed and adhered with thread; there are many clippings laid in. 
Clippings contains coverage of Southern U.S. news, including the Civil War and 
its end. There are several piles or stacks of clippings laid in between pages. The 
scrapbook pages are brittle and its overall condition is poor.

Commission (certificate): Franklin Pierce 
appointment of Alfred Cumming as 
"Superintendent of Indian Affairs in the Central 
Superintendency", 1853 April 23 Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Signed certificate with presidential seal, appointing Cumming for a term "for 
the time being, and until the end of the next session of the Senate of the United 
States, and no longer."
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Commission (certificate): Franklin Pierce 
appointment of Alfred Cumming as 
"Superintendent of Indian Affairs in the Central 
Superintendency", 1854 February 4 Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Commission signed with seal by Franklin Pierce, for appointment "for the term 
of four years from the day of the date hereof".

Appointment (certificate): James Buchanan 
appointment of Alfred Cumming to be "Governor 
of the Territory of Utah", 1857 July 11 Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Signed by Buchanan with presidential seal, appointment to office "for the time 
being, and until the end of the next session of the Senate of the United States 
and no longer."

Appointment (certificate): James Buchanan 
appointment of Alfred Cumming to be "Governor 
of the Territory of Utah", 1858 January 18 Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Signed by Buchanan with presidential seal, "for the term of four years from the 
date hereof and until his successor shall be appointed and qualified..."

Appointment (blank certificate): "Alfred 
Cumming, Governor of Utah" blank certificate 
intended for appointing commissioners or 
officers in Utah, approximately 1858-1860 Oversize-folder 1

Alfred Cumming journal on negotiations with 
Blackfeet tribal council, 1855 April-1855 
September Box 3 > Volume 3

Scope and Contents

Volume consists of Alfred Cumming's journal documenting his trip from St. 
Louis to Fort Benson (in present-day Montana) to negotiate a treaty between 
the U.S. government and the Blackfeet tribal council. Entries are recorded daily, 
with varying levels of detail, and include his movements, the scenery, hunting 
and tracking herds of buffalo and other wildlife. Cumming describes different 
tribes and individuals he encountered or travelled with, and their mode of 
travel.

The volume also contains copies of the original directive from the Department 
of the Interior, "Instructions for the guidance of Supt. Cumming, and his 
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co-commissioners, in making the contemplated treaty with the Blackfeet 
Indians" (1855 April 23), and other copied letters with details (1855 May); a 
copy of "Brief of foregoing instructions," which lists guidelines such as "Prohibit 
trade with Indians engaged in Massacre, discretion in certain cases, etc."; 
and lists of goods and supplies used during the journey and distributed during 
negotiations and council meetings.

Alfred Cumming letterbook on negotiations with 
Blackfeet tribal council, 1855 June 18-1855 
September 30, 1857 September-October Box 3 > Volume 1

Scope and Contents

Bound volume with copied letters and notes from Alfred Cumming's term as 
superintendent and commissioner for "Indian Affairs" during the mid-1850s. 
The volume includes manuscript copies of Cumming's outgoing correspondence 
from Fort Benton (in what is now Montana), to other federal agents and 
officials in the Central Superintendency of Indian Affairs. The volume's writings 
document agents' activities during the U.S. government's negotiations with 
the Blackfoot Confederacy, including summaries and notes about the council's 
progress. It includes information about council meetings, including who was 
present; gifts and goods offered by the agents to the tribes; trade policies and 
copies of directives between the various agents; and notes about "the numbers 
of Indians invited to the Council," which lists factions of Blackfoot Nation 
("Proper," "Bloods," "Piegans," "Gros Ventres") as well as "visiting tribes of 
Washington" (dated 1855 Sept. 3 in the volume).

The volume was repurposed later by Elizabeth Cumming during the Cummings' 
expedition to Utah in 1857. Throughout the volume are botanical impressions 
and acid-transfers from examples of flowers or leaves she collected and 
apparently pressed within its pages. The original dried flower samples are 
not in the volume. She often noted in pencil when and where the sample was 
collected. Most are from Nebraska.

Alfred Cumming letterbook on Utah 
governorship, approximately 1857 
November-1860 December Box 3 > Volume 2

Scope and Contents

Bound volume with copied manuscript letters, proclamations, and other notes 
or memoranda issued by Cumming while he was governor of Utah in the late 
1850s-early 1860. There is an index at the front of the volume. Topics include 
Cumming's proclamations about peace and movement of troops; copies of 
his letters to officials, both Army and territorial government agents, as well 
as President Buchanan and Secretary of State Lewis Cass; interactions with 
Brigham Young and other Mormon leaders; and reports of his attempts to de-
escalate and demilitarize Utah.
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Alfred Cumming copying letterbook on Utah 
governorship, approximately 1857-1861 Box 3 > Volume 4

Scope and Contents

Cumming's copybook with manuscript transfer pages of outgoing 
correspondence and other writings (proclamations, reports) relating to 
his assuming the governorship of Utah Territory in 1857-1858 and his 
administration of the region through early 1861. Includes routine logistical 
missives about packages and office expenses, as well as copies of more formal 
or official documents about conditions in Utah and the tension among its 
people. One item, "Governor's Report upon the present State of Utah" (dated 
1860 Feb. 2, page 127-141) is directed to Secretary of State Lewis Cass and 
includes Cumming's detailed recounting of his arrival in Utah; his negative 
assessment of local judges, local legislators, and local law enforcement; 
his fairly complimentary opinions of the Mormon settlers ("a community is 
seldom seen more marked by quiet and peaceable diligence, than that of the 
Mormons"); his belief that the majority of the violence has been committed by 
recent arrivals, not Mormon settlers; a summary of disputes between him and 
Judge Eckels; and a summary of the terrain. He concludes with: "the Indians of 
this territory are numerous, well armed, and somewhat warlike," and requests 
that about 500 soldiers remain in the territory.

Alfred Cumming copying letterbook on Utah 
governorship and "Acting Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs", approximately 1859-1860 Box 3 > Volume 5

Scope and Contents

Letterbook with transfer pages containing manuscript copies of Cumming's 
outgoing correspondence, dated throughout 1859-1860. Letters related to 
Cumming's administration of Utah Territory from Great Salt Lake City, including 
coordination on expenses, updates from council and regional officers, and 
logistical and legislative matters. There are also letters relating to Cumming's 
role as Superintendent for different Indian agents in Utah, and in distributing 
provisions and managing farms with both white and Indigenous laborers. 
Among the volume's letters are several indicating the failure of "Indian farms," 
and one letter from Cumming (dated 1860 Feb. 15, page 227) notes "I am 
utterly opposed to the farming as an economical system, and would under 
other circumstances recommend their immediate abolishments. For the present 
however I will endeavor to conduct the business to the best of my judgment...."
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