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Summary

Collection Title:
United States. Army. Department of Virginia and North Carolina records, 
1861-1869

Creator:
United States. Army. Department of Virginia and North Carolina

Abstract:
The U.S. Army Department of Virginia and North Carolina was a combined military 
unit (merging the Department of Virginia and the Department of North Carolina) 
of the Union Army during the American Civil War, operating in Union-occupied 
territory in Confederate States. Many of the records in this collection relate to 
specific U.S. Army regiments which were stationed in and around Union-occupied 
New Bern, North Carolina, or Southern Virginia during the latter half of the 
American Civil War.

Extent:
3 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11908

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1414c

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], United States. Army. Department of Virginia and 
North Carolina Records, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 
Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Records from the Department of Virginia and North Carolina include assorted 
dispatches and other correspondence or exchanges between officers or units 
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in the field; affidavits and other sworn testimonies by soldiers, officers, and 
their families seeking payments, bounties, or documents relating to their 
military service; and Army forms and papers documenting troops' enlistments, 
muster rolls, pay rolls, pay vouchers, discharge certificates, and muster-
out rolls for infantry, cavalry, and artillery regiments under the command of 
the Department of Virginia and North Carolina. Many of these documents 
include individual soldiers' names, travel plans, pay rates, rank, service history, 
clothing allocations, and other bureaucratic notations reflecting Union Army 
recordkeeping practices during this period. Most forms document activities or 
movements of white Army soldiers or officers, but there are also some records 
of U.S. Colored Troops regiments. Some muster and payrolls include individual 
servant names and rate of pay (with their Black complexion noted). Also present 
are some records of refugee, contraband (freedpeople), and prisoner rations, 
widows' applications for bounties, and records for hospital staff, chaplains, and 
field staff employed by the Department in the Eastern North Carolina region.

Biographical/Historical

The U.S. Army Department of Virginia and North Carolina was a combined 
military unit (merging the Department of Virginia and the Department of North 
Carolina) of the Union Army during the American Civil War, operating in Union-
occupied territory in Confederate States. The department formed in 1863 and 
split back to separate departments in 1865. Commanders included Benjamin F. 
Butler and E.O.C. Ord. Many papers in this collection are related to the work of 
Samuel C. Harbert, who served as a paymaster for the Department.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged into series by Army form number or type of material, and subsequently 
grouped by arm of service.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library
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411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The United States. Army. Department of Virginia and North Carolina Records 
were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a 
purchase (source unknown) in the 1930s.

Processing Information

Processed by RL Staff, 1930s. Reprocessed by Meghan Lyon, July 2021.

Accessions described in this collection guide: unknown. Collection was 
originally cataloged as part of the U.S. Army Archives.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

There are many other miscellaneous U.S. Army records and papers dating from 
the American Civil War era in the Rubenstein Library.

Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• Cavalry -- 19th century
• Infantry -- 19th century
• Artillery -- 19th century
• Bounties, Military -- United States
• Payrolls -- 19th century
• Freedmen -- Southern States
• Soldiers, Black -- North Carolina
• North Carolina -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
• Virginia -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
• United States-Armed Forces -- Recruiting, enlistment, etc.
• Muster rolls
• Military records

Collection Inventory

Letters, affidavits, enlistments, and rations, 1861-1869

Letters, 1861-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Assorted, unarranged examples of correspondence and notes between 
different members of the Union Army, recording soldiers' transfers, pay, and 
other administrative details for different individuals.

Affidavits and receipts, 1862-1869 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Sworn statements, receipts for pay, and other assorted records produced 
or received for Union soldiers in service during the Civil War and shortly 
afterwards. Includes applications for bounty, widows' applications for bounty 
and arrears, and other financial records.

Volunteer enlistments, 3rd Regiment New York 
Cavalry, 1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

AGO Forms 74 and 76.
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Veteran recruits, 17th Regiment Massachusetts 
Infantry, 1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

AGO Forms 60 and 61.

Rations issued and returned, and Abstracts 
of Provisions to Indigent citizens, paroled 
prisoners, and refugees, for Smithsville, N.C., 
1864-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Recorded by 16th N.Y. Heavy Artillery.

Return to Table of Contents

Discharge certificates, 1863-1865

Infantry organizations, 1863 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from: 23rd and 25th Regiment Massachusetts Infantry 
Volunteer Militia; 132 and 158th Regiment New York Infantry Volunteers; 
101st and 171st Regiment Pennsylvania Infantry Volunteers Militia.

Infantry organizations, 1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from: 40th Regiment Kentucky Infantry, 12th Regiment 
Missouri Infantry, and 28th Regiment U.S. Colored Infantry Troops

Artillery organizations, 1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 1st Regiment Kentucky Light Artillery and 13th 
Regiment of U.S. Colored Artillery (Hy), along with an attached application by 
Black soldier Samuel Newland for his bounty.

Return to Table of Contents

Muster and pay rolls, 1862-1865

Infantry: Field and Staff muster rolls, 1864 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Includes examples from: 15th Regiment Connecticut Infantry (stationed in 
New Bern, N.C.); 27th Regiment Massachusetts Infantry (stationed near 
Point of Rocks, V.A.); 81st Regiment Massachusetts Infantry (stationed 
Morehead, N.C.); 98th Regiment New York Infantry; 99th Regiment New York 
Infantry (stationed Beech Grove and New Bern, N.C.); 132d Regiment New 
York Infantry (stationed Bachelor's Creek, N.C.); 158th Regiment New York 
Infantry (stationed in Morehead City, N.C.); 103rd Regiment Pennsylvania 
Infantry (stationed Plymouth's Creek, N.C.). Documents officers, surgeons, 
chaplains, and servant names. Servants' physical descripton also recorded, 
including complexion.

Infantry: Discharged men muster rolls, 
1862-1865 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of pay rolls and pay voucher lists for 17th Regiment 
Massachusetts; 92nd and 99th Regiment New York; 19th Regiment 
Wisconsin. Documents names and payment amounts (along with clothing 
and other expense allotments) for individual soldiers and officers in these 
regiments, with their signatures acknowledging receipt.

Muster rolls for 15th Connecticut Infantry, 
1863-1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

For companies A-K (excluding I). Served at New Bern, North Carolina.

Muster rolls for 23rd Massachusetts Infantry, 
1863-1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

For companies A-K (excluding I). Served at Point of Rocks and Burmuda 
Hundred, Virginia.

Muster rolls for 81st New York Infantry, 
1863-1864 Box 1

Scope and Contents

For companies A-K (excluding I). Served at Morehead, Beaufort, and Ft. 
Macon, North Carolina.

Muster rolls for 98th New York Infantry, 
1862-1863 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

For companies C-I, W. Served at Helena Island, South Carolina.

Muster rolls for 99th New York Infantry, 
1863-1865 Box 2

Scope and Contents

For companies A-K. Served at New Bern, North Carolina.

Muster rolls for 132nd New York Infantry, 1864 Box 2

Scope and Contents

For companies A-K. Served at Bachelors Creek, North Carolina.

Muster rolls for 158th New York Infantry, 
1863-1864 Box 2

Scope and Contents

For companies B, C, D, H, K. Served at Morehead City, North Carolina.

Muster rolls for 103rd Pennsylvania Infantry, 
1863 Box 2

Scope and Contents

For companies A-I. Served at Plymouth, North Carolina.

Muster rolls for detachments and special duty 
assignments, 1863-1864 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes: Connecticut Brigade Band; Ordnance Detachment; "in the employ 
of Chaplain Horace James, Sup't of Blacks"; and other detachments assigned 
to various commanding officers and field offices.

Muster rolls for Hospital Department and the 
"Contraband Hospital" detachment, 1863-1864 Box 2

Scope and Contents

For service in New Bern, North Carolina.

Muster rolls, various infantry organizations, 
1863-1865 Box 2

- Page 9 -



Guide to the United States. Army. Department of Virginia and North Carolina records, 1861-1869

Scope and Contents

Examples of muster rolls, including: 27th Regiment Massachusetts Infantry 
company G; 2nd Regiment North Carolina Infantry company A; 1st Battery, 
Maine Mounted Artillery.

Return to Table of Contents

Pay vouchers, 1863-1865

Pay and subsistence vouchers: Artillery and 
Cavalry organizations, 1864 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of vouchers for: 3rd Regiment New York Light Artillery; 
5th Regiment Rhode Island Hy. Artillery; 12th Regiment N.Y. Cavalry. 
Documents soldier's name, dates of pay, rate of pay, and names, complexion, 
height, and wages for any servant. (All servants recorded are Black or 
"yellow" complexion.)

Pay and subsistence vouchers: Personnel with 
no organizational designation, 1863-1865 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of vouchers for: Asst. Adj. General; Chaplain; Commissary 
of Subsistence; Paymaster's clerks; Assistant Quartermasters; Carpenter; 
Signal Corps; Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons. Documents soldier's name, 
dates of pay, rate of pay, and names, complexion, height, and wages for any 
servant. (All servants recorded are Black or "yellow" complexion.)

Pay and subsistence vouchers: Infantry 
organizations, 1863-1865 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of vouchers for: 10th, 15th and 16th Regiment 
Connecticut; 64th Regiment Illinois; 5th, 7th, 17th, 24th, 25th, 27th, 46th 
Regiment Massachusetts; 9th, 62nd, 81st, 85th, 96th, 98th, 99th, 132nd, 
158th Regiment New York; 3rd Regiment North Carolina Union Colored 
Infantry Volunteer Troops; 1st Regiment North Carolina Union; 58th, 101st, 
103rd, 158th, 168th Regiment Pennsylvania; 2nd Regiment Rhode Island; 1st 
Regiment U.S. Colored Infantry Troops; 8th Regiment Vermont. Documents 
soldier's name, dates of pay, rate of pay, and names, complexion, height, 
and wages for any servant. (All servants recorded are Black or "yellow" 
complexion.)
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Pay vouchers: Cavalry (Form 5), 1863-1865 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of pay vouchers for 1st Regiment Massachusetts; 3rd 
and 5th Regiment New York. Documents individual soldiers' names and 
travel plans (typically to and from New Bern, North Carolina) to collect 
reimbursement.

Pay vouchers: Artillery (Form 5), 1863-1865 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes examples of pay vouchers for: 24th Independent Battery, New York 
Artillery; 1st Regiment Maine Light Artillery; 2nd Regiment Massachusetts 
Hy. Artillery; 1st Regiment New York Marine Light Artillery; 1st Regiment 
Rhode Island Light Artillery; 5th Regiment Rhode Island Hy. Artillery. 
Documents individual soldiers' names and travel plans (typically to and from 
New Bern, North Carolina) to collect reimbursement.

Pay vouchers: Infantry and other (Form 5), 
1863-1865 Box 3

Physical Description: 6 folders
Scope and Contents

Includes examples of Form 5 pay vouchers for various Union infantry 
regiments from all Union states, including North Carolina. Documents 
individual soldiers' names and travel plans (typically to and from New Bern, 
North Carolina) to collect reimbursement.

Return to Table of Contents

Certificates stating that soldiers were entitled to discharge, 1863

Artillery organizations, 1863 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 3rd Regiment New York Light Artillery (New Bern, 
N.C.) and 1st Regiment New York Marine Light Artillery (New Bern, N.C.). 
Reasons include disability and authority from War Dept.

Cavalry organizations, 1863 Box 3
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Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 3rd Regiment New York Light Cavalry and 12 
Regiment New York Cavalry (New Bern, N.C.) for reasons of "imbecility" and 
"insanity."

Infantry organizations, 1863 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 10th Regiment Connecticut; 3rd, 5th, 17th, 
21st, 24th, 25th, 44th, 46th Regiment Massachusetts; 6th Regiment New 
Hampshire; 56th, 81st, 85th, 92nd, 132nd, 158th Regiment New York; 101st, 
103rd Regiment Pennsylvania Infantry. Reasons include disability (physical 
and mental), transfer, or promotion.

Return to Table of Contents

Muster-out rolls, 1864-1865

Artillery organizations, 1864-1865 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 1st Regiment New Jersey Artillery; 1st Regiment 
New York Light Artillery; 3rd Regiment New York Light Artillery. Records 
soldiers' name, rank, dates of service, pay, and discharge.

Cavalry organizations, 1865 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 1st Regiment New Hampshire Cavalry; 12th 
Regiment New York Cavalry. Records soldiers' name, rank, dates of service, 
pay, and discharge.

Infantry organizations, 1865 Box 4
Physical Description: 5 folders
Scope and Contents

Includes examples from 12th Battalion Connecticut; 75th Battalion New York; 
14th, 56th, 64th Regiment Illionois; 57th, 120th, 123rd Regiment Indiana; 
13th Regiment Iowa; 15th, 17th Regiment Maine; 23rd, 25th, 29th Regiment 
Massachusetts; 10th Regiment Michigan; 23rd Regiment Missouri; 9th 
Regiment New Jersey; 92nd, 99th, 112th, 139th Regiment New York; 66th 
Regiment Ohio; 47th, 55th, 100th Regiment Pennsylvania; 8th Regiment 
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Vermont; 19th, 37th Regiment Wisconsin. Records soldiers' name, rank, dates 
of service, pay, and discharge.

Return to Table of Contents
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