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Summary

Collection Title:
Durham County (N.C.) papers, 1868-1996

Creator:
Durham County (N.C.)

Abstract:
Durham County is located in the northeast central North Carolina; it was 
established in 1881 from lands in Wake and Orange counties. The city of Durham 
was incorporated in 1866 and then again in 1869. Collection was assembled by 
library staff, and is arranged in rough chronological order beginning in 1868. 
Within the chronology, decades are broken down by subject. Formats include 
correspondence, deeds, leaflets, articles, events programs, booklets, maps, 
pamphlets, and some photographs. Subjects include: activism, performing arts, 
business, churches, clubs, courts, education, libraries, historic sites and landmarks, 
parades, city and county politics, public works, publications, real estate, senior 
citizens, utilities, Watts Hospital, women's clubs and women's history, preservation 
of Eno River lands, and the YMCA/YWCA. Materials relating to African Americans 
in Durham County are found throughout.

Extent:
12.5 Linear Feet (25 flat boxes)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.10026

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1pp6n

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Durham County (N.C.) papers, David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection was assembled by library staff beginning around 1937, and consists 
of a wide variety of manuscript and print materials, arranged in subject folders 
in rough chronological order by decades. The earliest date of 1868 belongs to 
a registry of all eligible male voters in Durham precinct (then part of Orange 
County). Subjects across the collection include: African Americans, activism, the 
arts, business, churches, clubs, courts, education, landmarks, parades, politics, 
public works, publications, race relations, real estate, segregation, senior 
citizens, utility companies, Watts Hospital, women's history, and YMCA/YWCA. 
Formats include correspondence, deeds and indentures, leaflets, articles, 
events programs, booklets, pamphlets, serial publications, receipts, and some 
photographs.

Early records spanning the 19th century to the 1920s illustrate the growth 
and nature of the political system; the expansion of business and real estate 
affairs, especially in the city of Durham, N.C.; the development of public 
health, utilities, and schools; and the rising participation of women in cultural 
and political affairs. Later 20th century materials reflect the same variety of 
materials: subjects of interest include the arts, environmental activism, local 
politics, race relations, education, workers' rights campaigns, and African 
American political mobility. Business materials include the African American-
owned N.C. Mutual Life Insurance Company.

The collection as a whole has been given baseline processing; a few portions are 
unprocessed.

Biographical/Historical

Durham County is located in northeast central North Carolina's Piedmont 
region. The county was formed in 1881 out of lands formerly in Wake and 
Orange counties. Its county seat, Durham, named after Dr. Bartlett Durham, 
began as a railroad depot in the 1850s and was incorporated in 1866 and then 
again in 1869.

Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

Folders represent general subjects or specific items and are arranged by decades 
in roughly chronological order.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Durham County (N.C.) records were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library in the form of numerous gifts, purchases, and 
transfers starting in 1937 to 2021.

Processing Information

Processed by: Rubenstein Library staff.

Finding aid created and updated by Molly Bragg and Carrie Mills, 2011 and 
2013.
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Accession 2021-0149 processed and described by Paula Jeannet, February 2022.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• African Americans -- North Carolina -- Durham
• Art -- North Carolina -- Durham
• Churches -- North Carolina -- Durham
• Civil rights movements -- North Carolina -- Durham
• Political campaigns -- North Carolina -- History
• Public Schools -- North Carolina -- Durham
• Women -- North Carolina -- Durham -- History
• Women -- North Carolina -- Durham -- Societies and clubs.
• Durham (N.C.) -- Commerce
• Durham (N.C.) -- History
• Durham (N.C.) -- Periodicals
• Durham (N.C.) -- Politics and government
• Durham (N.C.) -- Race relations -- 20th century
• Durham (N.C.) -- Social conditions
• Durham (N.C.) -- Social life and customs
• Durham County (N.C.) -- History
• Durham County (N.C.) -- Maps
• Durham County (N.C.) -- Politics and government
• Black-and-white photographs
• Printed ephemera
• Buttons (information artifacts)
• North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company
• Durham (N.C.) Committee on the Affairs of Black People
• Watts Hospital (Durham, N.C.)
• North Carolina College at Durham
• League of Women Voters of Durham (Durham, N.C.)
• Durham (N.C.) Chamber of Commerce

Collection Inventory

Durham County (N.C.) papers, 1868-1996
Physical Description: 25 boxes 

General, 1900s-1910s Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Item of note: photocopied article from The Southern Workman, titled  "Art 
in Negro homes," 1901 [?] by Jerome Dowd, professor of Sociology at Trinity 
College. It describes an 1898 project by three student at Trinity, and lists in 
great detail architecture, yards, and the specific kinds of furnishings, books, 
photographs, and artwork found in homes of African Americans in the Hayti 
neighborhood of Durham, N.C.

Business, 1900s-1910s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Items of interest include: Durham Chamber of Commerce 30th anniversary 
publication about Durham, 1906; original receipts and letterheads from 
Durham businesses; and photograph (reproduction) belonging to Mrs. Luther 
C. Oldham of one of the first class of trained nurses in the state, seated and 
standing on the steps of the Wilson Sanatorium where they trained, circa 
1906 (names of nurses are included).

Churches, 1895-1910s Box 1

Durham Country Club constitution and bylaws, 
with male and female member roster, 1915 Box 1

Parades, 1910s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Folder contains a few programs and typed instructions for World War I-era 
Red Cross and veterans' parades in Durham, N.C. Also includes nine black-
and-white original photographs (2 3/4 x 5 inches), originally belonging to the 
family of George Washington Flowers, of a Durham parade on Main Street, 
circa 1919, with World War I-era soldiers in uniform, Confederate veterans, 
Liggett and Meyers float, and a scene from outdoor picnic.

Performing Arts, 1900s-1910s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Programs. Items of interest include: Southern Conservatory of Music 
calendar, 1903-1904; Elk's Minstrels, Durham Lodge No. 568, Academy 
of Music show, 1917 [graphic cover with caricature of African American 
servant]; Durham Shakespeare Tercentenary celebration, 1916; Rigoletto 
opera, 1919.

Schools: Annual Report of Public Schools in 
Durham County, 1911-1912 Box 1
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Up-To-Date Club program, 1916-1917 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Women's Club of Durham, N.C., organized 1896; topics for October-May 
meetings focused on Latin American countries. Names of women officers and 
members include Venable, Duke, Erwin, Few, Parrish, Michie, Morehead.

Women, 1910s Box 1

Scope and Contents

Item of interest: Everywoman's Magazine, 1919, "an illustrated monthly 
publication for patriotic American women," Volume III, Durham Number 
[special issue on Durham, N.C.], Numbers 6-7; profusely illustrated, with 
biographies, histories, advertising; most of the articles are written by women, 
and some of the businesses reflect entrepreneurial activity by women 
(photographers and a business school).

Historic Sites and Buildings, 1921-1980s Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Clippings, typed essays and reminiscences, leaflets, brochures, and 
publications relating to historic sites and buildings in Durham County. Sites 
include Leigh House, Orange Factory, Watts Hospital, among many others. 
Included is a 1922 publication, Milestones along the color line: A souvenir of 
Durham N.C. showing the progress of a race, which "presents views showing 
property owned and controlled exclusively by Negroes in the city of Durham, 
N.C." Photos in this 32-page booklet include businesses as well as many 
middle- and upper-class homes.

19th Century Papers (General), 1868-1897 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Items of interest include: Duplicate Registry of Voters, Durham Election 
Precinct, Orange County [notebook], 1868; school census, Durham Township, 
Orange County, 1870, including white and "colored" children; deed recording 
sale of land in Orange County on the New Hope, from Henry Carlton [?] 
to Asa Pickett, 1870; deed between Durham Cty. officials (Latta, Jenkins, 
Barbee, Green) and James Blackwell for land near McCown's Mill, 1883; 
and numberous photocopies from 19th century newspapers and other 
publications about Durham history, including photographs of its leadership 
and the town, 1890s.

Proceedings of Central Prohibition Club of 
Durham, 1886-1892 Box 3

- Page 8 -



Guide to the Durham County (N.C.) papers, 1868-1996

First Annual Report of Trustees, Watts Hospital, 
1895 Box 3

General, 1920s Box 4

Scope and Contents

Items include: two documents outlining a censorship bill passed by the 
NC legislature in 1921; two substantial souvenir programs about Durham, 
N.C., published by the Durham Chamber of Commerce, 1926; folded trade 
radius map; and two 1925-1926 full reports on the system of managerial 
government adopted by Durham in 1921, with reports on education, city 
expenses, government structure, and other facts and figures.

Assessments in Durham [reports], 1920s Box 4

Blackwell Literary Society Roll Book, 1923-1926 Box 4

Business, 1920s Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes program and menu for the opening of the Washington Duke Hotel, 
1925; and a "Who's Who" in Durham city, members of Chamber of Commerce, 
1923.

Churches, 1920s Box 4

Durham Morning Herald clippings, 1920s Box 4

Real Estate (City of Durham) Box 4

Scope and Contents

Two groups of papers: 1) Warranty deeds with conveyances ranging from 
1908-1933, summarized circa 1935, for land previously owned by Brodie L. 
Duke. Includes transactions that relate to Paul M. Gross, Liggett & Myers, 
Durham Land Development Co. Durham Reality and Insurance Co. Duke 
Land and Improvement Company, The Fidelity Capital Company, and Hope 
Valley Inc.; and 2) Papers listing lots and holdings of the West Durham 
Land Company around and in Trinity Park and Erwin Mills, Durham, N.C., 
summarized circa 1920s, filing dates from 1890s-1906. Names include H.A. 
Edmundson, M. Carrington, E.J. Parrish, W.O. Blacknall, M.L. Markham, and 
the Durham Consolidated Land & Improvement Company.

Miscellaneous, 1920s Box 5

Maplewood Cemetery, Durham City, 1920s Box 5
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Scope and Contents

Two items: bound booklet from 1924, with rules and regulations for the 
cemetery and its maintenance, and a brief history of the purchase of Annex B 
in 1922; also booklet with Annex B prices, ca. 1925.

Performing Arts, 1920s Box 5

Schools, 1920s Box 5

Scope and Contents

Chiefly paper ephemera such as commencement programs, and Durham 
Public Schools blank grade reports.

Southern Conservatory of Music Yearbook, 1926 Box 5

Telephone Directories (City), 1920, 1924 Box 5

Watts Hospital, Annual Report, 1923 Box 5

YMCA, 1920s Box 5

Watts High Lights, Vol. 8, 1936-1937 Box 6

Schools, 1930s Box 6

Churches, 1930s Box 6

North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
1930s Box 6

Government, 1930s Box 6

Library, 1930s Box 6

Juvenille Court, 1930s Box 6

General, 1930s Box 6

United Daughters of the Confederacy, 1930s Box 6

Women's Club, 1930s Box 6

YMCA, 1930s Box 6

Miscellaneous, 1930s Box 6
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Deeds, 1930s Box 6

American Legion, 1930s Box 6

Chamber of Commerce, 1930s Box 6

Business, 1940s Box 7

U.S.S. Durham, 1940s Box 7

Tourist Club, 1940s Box 7

Politics, 1940s Box 7

World War II Homefront Effort, 1940s Box 7

Miscellaneous, 1940s Box 7

Schools, 1940s Box 7

Kiwanis Club, 1940s Box 7

General, 1940s Box 7

Churches, 1940s Box 7

Centennial, 1950s Box 8

General, 1950s Box 8

Railroads, 1950s Box 8

Allied Arts, 1950s Box 8

Kiwanis, 1950s Box 8

Community Chest, 1950s Box 8

Business, 1950s Box 8

Performing Arts, 1950s Box 8

Churches, 1950s Box 8

Research Triangle, 1950s Box 8

Rotary Club, 1950s Box 8
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Schools, 1950s Box 8

Allied Arts, 1960s Box 9

American Association of University Women, 
1960s Box 9

Business, 1960s Box 9

Charities, 1960s Box 9

Churches, 1960s Box 9

Department of Public Welfare, 1960s Box 9

Minorities, 1960s Box 10

Libraries, 1960s Box 10

League of Women Voters, 1960s Box 10

Hospitals, 1960s Box 10

Durham Liberal Alliance, 1960s Box 10

General, 1960s Box 10

Durham Alliance, 1960s Box 10

Council on Human Relations, 1960s Box 10

Durham County Citizens' Council, 1960s Box 10

Miscellaneous, 1960s Box 10

Miscellaneous, 1960s Box 11

Inauguration of Dr. Samuel Proctor Massey, Jr., 
1964 Box 11

North Carolina College at Durham, 1960s Box 11

Operation Breakthrough, 1960s Box 11

North Carolina "Anvil", 1960s Box 11

North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
1960s Box 11
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Performing Arts, 1960s Box 12

Red Cross, 1960s Box 12

Politics, 1960s Box 12

Research Triangle, 1960s Box 12

Rotary Club, 1960s Box 12

Schools, 1960s Box 12

Senior Citizens, 1960s Box 12

Taxes, 1960s Box 12

Unions, 1960s Box 12

United Organization for Community 
Improvements, 1960s Box 12

YMCA/YWCA, 1960s Box 12

"The Action", 1970s Box 13

Allied Arts/Durham Arts Council, 1970s Box 13

Durham Allied Arts Calendar of Events, 1970s Box 13

Animal Protection Society, 1970s Box 13

"Arterie", 1970s Box 14

Bicentennial (United States), 1970s Box 14

Business, 1970s Box 14

Durham Hotel-Motel, 1970s Box 15

Charities, 1970s Box 15

Churches, 1970s Box 15

Consolidated Government, 1970s Box 15

Courts, 1970s Box 15

General, 1970s Box 15
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Durham Arts Council, 1970s Box 15

Durham Voters Alliance, 1970s Box 16

Durham Women's Club, 1970s Box 16

Edgemont Community Center, 1970s Box 16

Eno River Association, 1970s Box 16

Hospitals, 1970s Box 17

Minorities, 1970s Box 17

Museums, 1970s Box 17

Miscellaneous, 1970s Box 17

Masons, 1970s Box 17

Libraries, 1970s Box 17

"Joe's Bozart", 1970s Box 17

Housing, 1970s Box 17

North Carolina Public Interest Research Group 
(NC PIRG), 1970s Box 18

Neighborhoods, 1970s Box 18

North Carolina Anvil, 1970s Box 18

North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
1970s Box 18

Operation Breakthrough, 1970s Box 18

Orange Preservation Society, 1970s Box 18

Performing Arts, 1970s Box 18

Politics, 1970s Box 18

Political Action in Christ (PAX), 1970s Box 18

Real Estate, 1970s Box 18
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Research Triangle, 1970s Box 19

Roads and Highways, 1970s Box 19

Schools, 1970s Box 19

Senior Citizens, 1970s Box 19

Stagville Preservation Center, 1970s Box 19

Taxes and Budgets, 1970s Box 19

Trinity Park, 1970s Box 19

Unions, 1970s Box 19

United Way, 1970s Box 19

Vietnam War, 1970s Box 19

YMCA/YWCA, 1970s Box 19

Business, 1980s Box 20

Carolina Action/ACORN, 1980s Box 20

Carolina Theater, 1980s Box 20

County Centennial, 1980s Box 20

Papers, unidentified and/or undated, 
1920-1990s Box 21

Scope and Contents

This group of approximately 100 items is predominantly made up of printed 
publications and ephemera, with formats including maps, brochures, glossy 
publications, booklets, and some correspondence. There is a good amount 
of mid-20th century election and campaign materials, including flyers and 
broadsides on progressive issues; there are also numerous items related to 
the arts. There is an envelope of buttons and a few other artifacts. There are 
two maps of Durham which appear to be from the early 1920s and 1940s.

"Durham Report", 1985 Box 22

Durham Public Relations Book, 1981 Box 22
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"Inventory of Edgemont and East Durham Early 
Textile Mill Villages", 1980 Box 22

Eno River Calendar, 1984 Box 22

"Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black 
People: 50th Anniversary" Program, 1985 Box 22

Durham Arts Council, 1980s Box 22

General, 1980s Box 22

Voters' Alliance, 1980s Box 22

Women's Club, 1980s Box 22

Eno River Association, 1980s Box 22

Hospitals, 1980s Box 22

Libraries, 1980s Box 22

Museums, 1980s Box 22

Brightleaf District Advertisements, 1996 Box 23

Neighborhoods, 1980s Box 23

People's Alliance Fund, Inc., 1980s Box 23

Performing Arts, 1980s Box 23

United Way, 1980s Box 23

Tourists' Club, 1980s Box 23

Senior Citizens, 1980s Box 23

Schools, 1980s Box 23

Politics, 1980s Box 23

Woman's Club, 1980s Box 23

YMCA/YWCA, 1980s Box 23

Eno River Calendars, 1972-1980 Box 24
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Historical Preservation Society, undated Box 24

Durham Morning Herald, Centennial Edition, 
April 26, 1953 Box 25

Return to Table of Contents
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