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Summary

Collection Title:
Jim Ellis papers, 1933-1972

Creator:
Ellis, Jim, 1893-

Source:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
James H.S. "Jim" Ellis was an advertising executive who served as President of 
the Chicago-based Kudner Agency 1944-1958. Collection includes manuscript 
typescripts; presentations; reports; research materials; audiovisual materials 
(16mm films, phonograph discs) and other materials that document Ellis's career 
in advertising, including Buick's transition to peacetime production after World 
War II. Companies and individuals represented in the collection include Buick, 
Curtis Publishing, General Motors, and Ivan Wiles. Acquired as part of the John W. 
Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
2.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13066

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1dn1x

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Jim Ellis papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection includes manuscript typescripts; presentations; reports; research 
materials; audiovisual materials (16mm films, phonograph discs) and other 
materials that document Ellis's career in advertising, including Buick's 
transition to peacetime production after World War II. Companies and 
individuals represented in the collection include Buick, Curtis Publishing, 
General Motors, and Ivan Wiles.

Biographical/Historical

James H.S. "Jim" Ellis was an advertising executive who served as President of 
the Chicago-based Kudner Agency 1944-1958.

James Hervey Stewart Ellis, Jr. was born in 1893 in Rensselaer, Indiana. He 
worked at his father's businesses, including Ellis Poster Advertising Company 
(1915-1917) while attending college, graduating 1917 from the University of 
Chicago. In 1919 he joined the Rankin agency and worked there until moving to 
Erwin Wasey in 1928. In 1935 Ellis left Erwin Wasey along with Arthur Kudner 
to form the Kudner Agency, where Ellis worked until retiring in 1958. He died in 
1978.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into the following series: General and Personal Files; Erwin Wasey; 
Kudner Agency.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library
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Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is restricted. Access note: Collection contains fragile audiovisual 
formats that may need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services 
for access.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Jim Ellis papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library as a gift from Joanie Morgan in 2024.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, March 2024;

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2024-0008.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Hartman Center collections:

Gary P. and Sandra G. Baden collection of print advertisements;

J. Walter Thompson Company. 16mm mmicrofilm investigations;

Roy Lightner collection of antique advertisements
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Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Advertising executives -- United States
• Advertising -- United States -- History
• Advertising -- Automobiles -- United States
• World War, 1939-1945 -- Economic aspects -- United States
• General Motors Corporation. Buick Motor Division
• John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History
• Curtis Publishing

Collection Inventory

General and Personal Files, 1938-1972
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Advertising News, 1956 Item 1 > Audio-phonodisc 
RL13066-PD-0001

Buick announcement plan, 1957 Box 1

Buick "Futurama" book presentation copy, 1939 Box 3

General Motors--30th anniversary "Life Motors 
On" book presented by Paul Garrett, 1938 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Paul Garrett served as Director of Public Relations for General Motors 
1931-1956

General Motors--Current study of automotive 
air pollution, 1972 Box 1

Physical Description: 3 folders 

The Education of an Ad Man, approximately 
1965 Box 1
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The Jumping Frog from Jasper County, 1970 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

Erwin Wasey, 1933

Advertising recommendation to the Curtis 
Publishing Company, 1933 Box 2

Fisher Body, 1933 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

Kudner Agency, 1944-1957
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Buick appropriation request for post war 
period, approximately 1945 Box 2

Buick film--Announcement show, 1954 Box 4 > Film-reel RL13066-
F16-0001

Buick film--Dynarama, 1955 Box 4 > Film-reel RL13066-
F16-0002

Buick film--Landslide, 1957 Box 4 > Film-reel RL13066-
F16-0003

Buick film--Spacerama, 1956 Box 4 > Film-reel RL13066-
F16-0004

Buick film--Ivan Wiles "switch the pitch", 1950s Box 4 > Film-reel RL13066-
F16-0005

Scope and Contents

Ivan Wiles served as General Manager of Buick Division 1948-1956

Buick film--Ivan Wiles "switch the pitch", 1950s Box 4 > Film-reel RL13066-
F16-0006

Buick operating reports, 1945-1948 Box 2
Physical Description: 4 folders 
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W.F. Hufstader--Introduction to post war 
planning program, 1944 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents
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