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Summary

Collection Title:
Evangelical British Woman's European travel diary, 1877 May 12-July 23

Abstract:
Cataloged from item. Collection comprises a diary (124 pgs.) maintained by an 
unidentified woman who was educated, knowledgeable about sailing, and quite 
religious, during her voyages and travels around the northern coast of Scotland to 
cities in Norway, Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, England, France, and Spain.

Extent:
0.1 Linear Feet

Physical Location:
For current information on the location of these materials, please consult the 
Library's online catalog.

Language:
English

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.00368

Permalink:
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/evangelicalwomansdiary/

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], in the Evangelical British Woman's European travel 
diary, 1877 May 12-July 23, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 
Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection comprises a diary (124 pgs.) maintained by an unidentified woman 
who was educated, knowledgeable about sailing, and quite religious, during her 
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voyages and travels around the northern coast of Scotland to cities in Norway, 
Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, England, France, and Spain. The diary 
began with a business trip, when she accompanied her husband (who was likely 
captain of the unnamed ship), from Workington, Eng., to Horten, Norway, in 
order to deliver a cargo of rails to the Norwegian government. The rest of the 
travel was apparently for pleasure. The author described ocean and weather 
conditions, with emphasis on dangers for ships; lighthouses; shipwrecks; 
landscapes; architecture; historic sites and ruins; castles; cathedrals and 
churches; palaces; paintings, sculptures, and artists; bridges and engineers; 
and gardens. She also commented on the inhabitants of and various practices 
in individual European countries, often in comparison to England, and with 
a particular focus on the women in each country. She made occasional 
literary references. More often she interwove her Evangelical beliefs into 
her descriptions, with references to the resurrection of the dead, comments 
on Protestant denominations, and strongly worded anti-Catholic sentiments. 
Includes visits to William Thorburn, who was then British Consul to Sweden; 
Antwerp's Cathedral of Our Lady; Waterloo battlefield; the Norman Cathedral at 
Durham; and the Castle site at Newcastle.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

103 Perkins Library, Duke University
Durham 27708-0185
919-660-5822
askRL@duke.edu
URL: http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Researchers must register and agree to copyright and privacy laws before using 
this collection.

All or portions of this collection may be housed off-site in Duke University's 
Library Service Center. The library may require up to 48 hours to retrieve these 
materials for research use.
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Please contact Research Services staff before visiting the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library to use this collection.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

Purchase, 1999

Processing Information

Processed by: Alice Poffinberger, November 2010

Encoded by: Alice Poffinberger, July 2011

Accession(s) described in this finding aid: 1999-0351
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Names and Subjects

• Europe -- Description and travel
• France -- Description and travel
• Belgium -- Description and travel
• England -- Description and travel
• Norway -- Description and travel
• Scotland -- Description and travel
• Netherlands -- Description and travel
• Newcastle upon Tyne (England) -- Description and travel
• Sweden -- Description and travel
• Spain -- Description and travel
• Diaries
• Waterloo (Belgium) -- History -- 19th century
• Travelers' writings, British
• Women travelers -- Europe -- History -- 19th century
• Anti-Catholicism
• Diaries -- Women authors
• Thorburn, William Franklin, 1820-1903
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• William B. Hamilton Collection of British Manuscripts
• Durham Cathedral
• Onze Lieve Vrouwkerk te Antwerpen

Collection Inventory

Evangelical British Woman's European travel diary, 1877 May 12-July 23
Physical Description: 1 Volume 

Diary, 1877 Volume 1
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