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Summary

Collection Title:
Sarah J. Ewing diary, 1868 December 17-1869 July 17

Creator:
Ewing, Sarah J.; Baskin, Lisa Unger

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Collection comprises a diary (49 pages) Sarah Ewing maintained in ink, focusing on 
the domestic abuse she suffered from her husband, including verbal and physical 
abuse. One entry also records her husband's arrest for an assault that took place 
outside the home. By the end of the diary, Sarah has left her husband in fear for 
her safety, taking with her the baby. After visiting the house in order to retrieve 
more clothing, she ends the diary with a note that she is not a thief, "I had never 
in my life before removed or taken away from H.H. [Haydon House] any articles of 
clothing or jewelry of any sort." Marginal notes made by an unidentified writer in 
pencil indicate that the diary may have been used in legal or other proceedings on 
her behalf.

Extent:
0.1 Linear Feet (1 item)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11153

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1mk8r

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Sarah J. Ewing Diary, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection comprises a diary (49 pages) Sarah Ewing maintained in ink, 
focusing on the domestic abuse she suffered from her husband, including verbal 
and physical abuse. One entry also records her husband's arrest for an assault 
that took place outside the home. By the end of the diary, Sarah has left her 
husband in fear for her safety, taking with her the baby. After visiting the house 
in order to retrieve more clothing, she ends the diary with a note that she is not 
a thief, "I had never in my life before removed or taken away from H.H. [Haydon 
House] any articles of clothing or jewelry of any sort." Marginal notes made by 
an unidentified writer in pencil indicate that the diary may have been used in 
legal or other proceedings on her behalf.

Biographical/Historical

Sarah Ewing was married to James Ewing. The couple had at least four children 
and resided at Haydon House, which may have been in London.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
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the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Sarah J. Ewing Diary was received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Alice Poffinberger, March 2016
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Names and Subjects

• Family Violence -- Great Britain
• Abusive men -- Great Britain
• Abused women -- Great Britain
• Marital violence -- Great Britain
• Victims of family violence -- Great Britain
• Violence in men -- Great Britain
• Ewing, Sarah J.
• Lisa Unger Baskin Collection (David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 

Library)
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Collection Inventory

Diary Folder 1
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