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Summary

Collection Title:
David Gatten film and ephemera, 2010-2012

Creator:
Gatten, David

Source:
Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)

Abstract:
David Edward Gatten is an American experimental filmmaker and moving image 
artist. Collection consists of one film reel: "Film for Invisible Ink case no. 323: 
ONCE UPON A TIME IN THE WEST" (dated 2010; 20 minutes, black-and-white, 
sound, 16mm). Also includes two copies of the catalog from Gatten's 2012 
travelling retrospective of his career:  "Ex Libris: Texts of Light," as well as an 
announcement for the 2012 premiere of his first digital film  "The Extravagant 
Shadows" . Acquired as part of the Archive of Documentary Arts at Duke 
University.

Extent:
0.2 Linear Feet (1 film; 1 pam binder)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11100

Permalink:
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/gattendavid/

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], David Gatten Film and Ephemera, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 3 -

https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/gattendavid/


Guide to the David Gatten Film and Ephemera, 2010-2012

Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of one film reel: "Film for Invisible Ink case no. 323: ONCE 
UPON A TIME IN THE WEST" (dated 2010; 20 minutes, black-and-white, sound, 
16mm), created specifically for his wedding to fellow filmmaker Erin Espelie.

Also includes two copies of the catalog from Gatten's 2012 travelling 
retrospective of his career: "Ex Libris: Texts of Light," as well as an 
announcement for the 2012 premiere of his first digital film   The Extravagant 
Shadows.

Acquired as part of the Archive of Documentary Arts at Duke University.

Biographical/Historical

David Edward Gatten is an American experimental filmmaker and moving image 
artist who has won numerous awards and accolades for his avant-garde works. 
He is currently Professor of Film Studies in the Film Studies Program at the 
University of Colorado in Boulder.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access is restricted: Film should not be digitized, but can be projected for 
researchers.
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Researchers must register and agree to copyright and privacy laws before using 
this collection.

All or portions of this collection may be housed off-site in Duke University's 
Library Service Center. The library may require up to 48 hours to retrieve these 
materials for research use.

Please contact Research Services staff before visiting the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library to use this collection.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The David Gatten Film and Ephemera were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, December 2015

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0091

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Experimental films
• Experimental films -- History and criticism
• Independent filmmakers -- United States
• 16mm
• Film
• Moving images
• Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)
• Gatten, David
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Collection Inventory

Film for Invisible Ink, case no. 323: ONCE UPON 
A TIME IN THE WEST, 2010 Box 1 > Film-reel RL11100-

F16-0001
Physical Description: 1 audiovisual items ; 00:20:00, black and white, sound

Access Restrictions:

Film may only be projected in a motion picture film projector. Contact Research 
Services for further information. Special instructions for projection from David 
Gatten: "PROJECTIONIST: Optical Soundtrack is the Film Base; increase 
volume 35% beyond 'normal' level."

Catalog for Ex Libris: "Texts of Light: A Mid-
Career Retrospective of Fourteen Films by David 
Gatten" , 2011 Folder 1
Physical Description: 2 copies 

Announcement for the premiere of "The 
Extravagant Shadows" , 2012 Folder 1
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