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Summary

Collection Title:
Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records, 1860s-2025

Creator:
Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co.

Source:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
Specialty retail firm based in Chicago; originally a hardware store in the Bowery 
section of New York, established in 1848. Collection includes advertising and sales 
data; articles; artifacts and memorabilia; audiovisual materials (VHS tapes; CDs); 
catalogs and direct-mail solicitations; clippings; correspondence; financial reports; 
manuscripts of company histories; newsletters; photographs; print advertisements; 
testing reports and product reviews; and other printed materials that document 
Hammacher Schlemmer's history and operations from its inception as a seller of 
hardware and tools through its evolution as a retailer of specialty items. Entities 
represented in the collection include Hammacher Schlemmer Institute; Invento 
Products; Lewis & Conger; Plummer Ltd; Plummer McCutcheon; and Sky Mall. 
Acquired as part of the John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing 
History.

Extent:
38.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13147

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m11t98

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection includes advertising and sales data; articles; artifacts and 
memorabilia; audiovisual materials (VHS tapes; CDs); catalogs and direct-
mail solicitations; clippings; correspondence; financial reports; manuscripts 
of company histories; newsletters; photographs; print advertisements; testing 
reports and product reviews; and other printed materials that document 
Hammacher Schlemmer's history and operations from its inception as a seller of 
hardware and tools through its evolution as a retailer of specialty items. Entities 
represented in the collection include Hammacher Schlemmer Institute; Invento 
Products; Lewis & Conger; Plummer Ltd; Plummer McCutcheon; and Sky Mall.

Biographical/Historical

Specialty retail firm based in Chicago; originally a hardware store in the Bowery 
section of New York, established in 1848.

Hammacher Schlemmer began as a pavement stand selling tools and hardware 
supplies to furniture and musical instrument makers, begun by Charles Tollner 
in the Bowery section of New York in 1848. In 1857 businessman Albert 
Hammacher invested in the company, which was renamed Hammacher & 
Tollner. William Schlemmer, a German immigrant who started working for 
Tollner as a boy, gradually acquired Tollner's stake in the company and in 1867 
became a partner with Hammacher; the firm changed name to A. Hammacher 
& Co. The company issued its first catalog in 1881, which doubled as a sales aid 
for traveling sales agents. It is considered the first retail catalog to be issued 
by an American firm. By 1883 the company had renamed again as Hammacher, 
Schlemmer & Co.

During the 1920s the company began to transition away from hardware 
and tools to focus more on housewares, gift items, and gourmet foods. The 
hardware line was dropped completely by 1955, and the company began to offer 
increasingly varied upscale merchandise. In 1962 the firm created a subsidiary, 
Invento Products, that initially focused on product development but evolved into 
a wholesaler for eclectic products manufactured by other firms. The 1960s also 
saw Hammacher Schlemmer acquire a number of companies involved in sales of 
housewares, china, and linen products, including Lewis & Conger and Plummer-
Mccutcheon. In 1983 another subsidiary, Hammacher Schlemmer Institute, 
was founded to provide in-house product testing, comparison reviews, and end-
user survey research. Hammacher Schlemmer began online sales in 1986 and 
in 1991 joined Sky Mall, selling goods to in-flight passengers on selected air 
routes. In 1998 the company established its own website, Hammacher.com.
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Hammacher Schlemmer has been credited with introducing and helping to 
popularize a wide range of products: pop-up toasters (1931); portable radios 
(1931); electric shavers (1934); steam irons (1948); electric toothbrushes 
(1955); telephone answering machines (1968); Mr. Coffee (1973); Cuisinart 
(1977); Caller-Id answering machines (1994).

Hammacher Schlemmer opened its first store at 221 Bowery in 1853. Later it 
moved to a larger store at 209 Bowery. From 1904-1926 it was headquartered 
at 4th Avenue and 13th Street before moving to a location at 57th Street and 
Lexington Avenue. Hammacher Schlemmer survived a number of changes of 
ownership: Kayser-Roth (1961); Gulf + Western (1975); Bradford Exchange 
(1980; headquarters moved to Chicago); S5 Equity (2024).

Sources:

Wikipedia

Hammacher Schlemmer history timeline

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into the following series: Catalogs; Administrative and Financial 
Records; Company History Files and Memorabilia; Hammacher Schlemmer 
Institute Product Reports; Artifacts.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Access note. Collection contains fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Access note. Collection contains electronic records that may need to be 
reformatted. Access copies of electronic records require special equipment. 
Contact Research Services for access.

Acquisition Information

The Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from Ann Marie Resnick 
in 2025.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, June 2025;

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2025-0071.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Hartman Center collections:

Advertising ephemera collection;

Gary P. and Sandra G. Baden collection of print advertisements;

Ryerson special machinery and machine tools sales bulletins;

Sears catalog collection.
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Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Advertising -- United States -- History
• Advertising, Direct-mail -- United States -- History
• Advertising, Direct-mail--Catalogs
• Commercial products--Testing
• Direct marketing -- United States
• Hardware stores
• Retail trade
• Specialty stores
• Tool and die industry
• Tools
• Catalogs
• Mail order catalogs
• Sales catalogs
• Trade catalogs
• New York (N.Y.)
• Chicago (Ill.) -- Commerce
• Bowery (New York, N.Y. : Street)
• Lewis & Conger
• John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Collection Inventory

Catalogs, 1884-2025

Hammacher Schlemmer, 1885-2025

1904-1969, 1904-1969 Box 1
Physical Description: 26 folders 

1970-1983, 1970-1983 Box 2
Physical Description: 25 folders 

1984-1991, 1984-1991 Box 3
Physical Description: 22 folders 
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1991-1997, 1991-1997 Box 4
Physical Description: 22 folders 

1997-2002, 1997-2002 Box 5
Physical Description: 21 folders 

2002, 2002 Box 20

2002-2006, 2002-2006 Box 6
Physical Description: 25 folders 

2007-2014, 2007-2014 Box 7
Physical Description: 23 folders 

2015-2020, 2015-2020 Box 8
Physical Description: 23 folders 

2020-2025, 2020-2025 Box 9
Physical Description: 16 folders 

100th anniversary, 1948 Box 23

150th anniversary, 1998 Box 23

Cabinet and Upholsterer's Hardware, 1895 Box 23

Catalog 115 Tools for machinists and metal 
workers, 1900s Box 23

Catalog 142 Piano, organ and violin tools, 
1900s Box 23

Catalog 355 Tools, 1910s Box 23

Catalog 359 Colt's series quick acting clamps, 
1909 Box 23

Catalog 500 Hardware Tools and Supplies 
(fragile), 1915 Box 21

Catalog 500 Hardware Tools and Supplies 
(fragile), 1915 Box 22

Catalog 538 Piano and player hardware, felts, 
and tools, 1915 Box 23

- Page 8 -



Guide to the Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records, 1860s-2025

Catalog 555 Auto Supplies and Tools, 1919 Box 23

Catalog 595 Gnome brand tool outfits for 
home and general use, 1920s Box 23

Catalog 600 Hardware, tools, factory supplies 
and automotive equipment, 1920s Box 23

Gentle Art of Loafing (furniture bulletin), 1941 Box 23

Household tools circular, 1920s Oversize-folder 1

Illustrated catalog and price list, 1885-1886 Box 23
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Subscriber product file, 1985 Box 23

Tools for all trades, 1896 Box 23

Invento, 1968-1980
Scope and Contents

Invento Products Corporation was established in 1962 for product 
development activities, but evolved into an enterprise marketing unusual 
products produced by a range of firms.

1968-1980, 1968-1980 Box 9
Physical Description: 2 folders 

James McCutcheon & Co., 1898-1926
Scope and Contents

Linen goods business established in 1855 by James McCutcheon

1898, 1926, 1898-1926 Box 9

Lewis & Conger, 1932-2004
Scope and Contents

Housewares business established in 1868 by Richard Lews and Henry 
Conger. Acquired by Hammacher Schlemmer in the 1960s and operated as a 
subsidiary brand.

1932, 1933, 1936, 1973-1981, 2004, 
1932-2004 Box 9
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Plummer Ltd., 1931-1960
Scope and Contents

Merchants selling housewares and china, established 1895 and continued in 
operation until 1962.

1931-1960, 1931-1960 Box 9
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Plummer McCutcheon, 1960s-2001
Scope and Contents

Housewares company established in 1962 through the acquisition of 
Plummer Ltd. Assets by James McCutcheon & Co. Acquired by Hammacher 
Schlemmer in 1965.

1960s-2001, 1960s-2001 Box 10
Physical Description: 7 folders 

1993-1995, 1993-1995 Box 20

Sky Mall, 1991-2015
Scope and Contents

In-flight catalog sales business founded by Bob Worsley in 1990. Hammacher 
Schlemmer was a charter member advertising its products in the catalogs. 
The company expanded for a while with Travel Mall, focused on Amtrak 
passengers. Sky Mall went into Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 2015 and was 
subsequently purchased by C&A Marketing.

1991-1994, 1991-1994 Box 10
Physical Description: 3 folders 

1994 data report, 1994 Box 10

1994 High Street Emporium, 1994 Box 10

Scope and Contents

Catalog focused on passengers of selected international routes.

1995, 1995 Box 10
Physical Description: 2 folders 

1995 Alaska Airlines Collection, 1995 Box 10
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1995 Delta's World of Gifts, 1995 Box 10

1995 High Street Emporium, 1995 Box 10

1995 USAir GiftFolio, 1996 Box 10

1996, 1996 Box 10
Physical Description: 4 folders 

1996 High Street Emporium, 1996 Box 10

1997, 1997 Box 10
Physical Description: 2 folders 

1997 High Street Emporium, 1997 Box 10

1998, 1998 Box 10
Physical Description: 3 folders 

1998 American Voyager Collection, 1998 Box 11

1998 Crown Room Collection, 1998 Box 11

1998 High Street Emporium, 1998 Box 11

1998 US Airways Selections, 1998 Box 11

1999, 1999 Box 11
Physical Description: 3 folders 

1999 High Street Emporium, 1999 Box 11

1999 US Airways Selections, 1999 Box 11

2000, 2000 Box 11
Physical Description: 3 folders 

2000 US Airways Selections, 2000 Box 11

2001, 2001 Box 11
Physical Description: 2 folders 

2001 data report, 2001 Box 11

2001 Travel Mall (Amtrak), 2001 Box 11
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2002, 2002 Box 11
Physical Description: 2 folders 

2002 Travel Mall, 2002 Box 11

2003-2005, 2003-2005 Box 11
Physical Description: 7 folders 

2005, 2005 Box 12
Physical Description: 2 folders 

2005 Travel Mall, 2005 Box 12

2006-2007, 2006-2007 Box 12
Physical Description: 6 folders 

2007 Travel Mall, 2007 Box 12

2008, 2008 Box 12
Physical Description: 7 folders 

2008 Air Tran Inflight Shopping, 2008 Box 12

2009-2010, 2009-2010 Box 12
Physical Description: 5 folders 

2010-2015, 2010-2015 Box 13
Physical Description: 12 folders 

Various Catalogs, 1884-1999

A. Hammacher & Co. illustrated catalogue and 
price list, 1884 Box 23

American Felt Co., 1900s Box 23

American Piano Supply Co. price lists and 
catalogue 700, 1921-1940 Box 23

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Bazar FranÃ§ais, 1961 Box 23

David T. Abercrombie, 1934 Box 23
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Scope and Contents

David Thomas Abercrombie was co-founder of Abercrombie & Fitch 
outdoor equipment sales business.

J. Peterman, 1996-1999 Box 23

J. Peterman, 1998 Box 20

Nason Manufacturing Co. price list, 1904 Box 23

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative and Financial Records, 1901-2020

150th anniversary planning, 1998 Box 13

Actuality Productions (History Channel 
segment), 1999 Box 13

Advertising data, 2002-2003 Box 18

Advertising data, 2006-2007 Box 19

Advertising invoices, 1988-1989, 2007-2008 Box 13
Physical Description: 7 folders 

Advertising layouts, 1980s Box 13

Agenda for Advisory Board meeting Aug. 3, 
1984 Box 13

Article from SonntagsZeitung (Switzerland, in 
German), 2007 Oversize-folder 1

Articles, clippings, press notices, etc., 
1939-2018 Box 13

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Articles, clippings, press notices, etc., 
1953-2020 Box 19

Scope and Contents

Mention of Hammacher Schlemmer: Windows on the Bowery 400 Years on 
NYC's Oldest Street
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Articles, clippings, press notices, etc., 
1956-2003 Box 18

Scope and Contents

Includes mentions of Hammacher Schlemmer: Emil and Martyl Pollak, The 
Fascinating World of Early Tools and Trades; Kathryn and Ross Petras, 
Unusually Stupid Americans; Mary Edith Wilroy and Lucie Prinz, Inside Blair 
House.

Articles, clippings, press notices, etc., 
1973-1999 Box 17

Scope and Contents

Mentions of Hammacher Schlemmer: Earl Lifshey, The Housewares Story; 
Mary Evans Seeley, Season's Greetings from the White House; Nancy Groce, 
New York Songs of the City.

Articles on advertising, creativity, etc., 
1984-1993 Box 13

Balance sheets, 1901-1906 Box 18
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Balance sheets, 1907-1931 Box 13
Physical Description: 7 folders 

Balance sheets, 1932-1952 Box 14
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Beverly Hills store, 1986 Box 14

Board of Advisors meeting, 1984 Box 14

Board of Advisors presentations, 1984 Box 14
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Book of account, 1928 Box 18

Bradford Exchange: Acquisition of Hammacher 
Schlemmer--Plummer McCutcheon Division 
assets and stock of Hammacher Schlemmer 
& Co., Inc., Invento Products Corp., Lewis & 
Conger, Inc. from Gulf & Western Industries, 
Inc., 1980 Box 24
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Cash receipts and disbursements, 1970-1973 Box 25

Company improvements, 1981 Box 14

Correspondence regarding Plummer 
McCutcheon, 1966 Box 14

Customer service policy manual (with price-
matching policy), 1970s Box 14

Dominic Tampone speech, Hammacher 
Schlemmer 125th anniversary, 1973 Box 18

Employee handbook (photocopy), 1917 Box 14

Father's Day gift guide press kit, 2012 Box 14

Financial statements, 1981-1995 Box 14
Physical Description: 9 folders 

Gift ideas 22:50 TRT, 2000 Box 28 > Video-cassette 
RL13147-VHS-0001

Hammacher Schlemmer Institute articles of 
incorporation, 1983 Box 14

Hammacher Schlemmer newsletter, 2007-2009 Box 14

Hammacher Schlemmer Press newsletter, 
1993-1994 Box 14

Holiday gift ideas TRT 22:50, 2000 Box 28 > Video-cassette 
RL13147-VHS-0002

Insights newsletter, 1987-189 Box 14

Internet business, 1995-2000 Box 14

Inventor's competition notice, 1996 Box 14

John Gerald, Business Week profile, 1956 Box 14

"Last Laugh" parody of a Hammacher 
Schlemmer advertisement, 2012 Box 14
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Media training in store-in office, TRT 42:51, 
1997 Box 28 > Video-cassette 

RL13147-VHS-0002

Merchandise Department business plan review, 
1984 Box 14

Merry Little Christmas CD, 2004 Box 28 > Audio-cd RL13147-
OP-0002

Minutes of special meeting of shareholders, 
1984 Box 14

Mission statement, 1996 Box 14

Mitchell Trio Slightly Irreverent, Mercury 
SR-60944, 1964 Box 1 > Audio-phonodisc 

RL13147-PD-0001

New York office grand opening installation, 
2013 Box 28 > Digital-materials 

RL13147-EHD-0001

New Yorker cartoons and articles, 1939-2011 Box 14

Press releases, position announcements, 
1990-1996 Box 14

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Print advertising, 1942, 1986-1989, 1996 Box 18
Physical Description: 5 folders 

Print advertising, 1942-2016 Box 19
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Print advertising, 1961, 1980s Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

Includes: fallout/safety shelters; poster "the making of an institution"

Print advertising, 1986-2020 Box 14
Physical Description: 5 folders 

Review of back orders and cancels, 1980s Box 14

Statement of general investments, 1930 Box 14

- Page 16 -



Guide to the Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records, 1860s-2025

Stationery, forms, etc., 1980s-1990s Box 14

Stock books--Capital, 1928-1933 Box 26

Stock books--Common, 1933-1945 Box 26

Stock books--Debenture, 1928-1933 Box 26

Stock books--Preferred, 1930-1945 Box 27

Stock books--Prior, 1933-1945 Box 27

Top-line promotion/offer, 1998 Box 18

Trading account, 1929 Box 14

Walt Disney Innoventions, 1994-1995 Box 14

Walt Disney--Epcot Innoventions, 1995 Box 28 > Audio-cd RL13147-
OP-0001

Return to Table of Contents

Company History Files and Memorabilia, 1860s-2016

Addis Carving Tools letter and price list, 1915 Box 14

Advertisement from Ibusz Travel Office, 1970s Box 14

Alfred (Albert?) Hammacher photograph, 1900s Box 14

Auto Sav-a-Life emergency kit, 1950s Box 30

Scope and Contents

Box containing materials for use in case of automobile breakdowns or 
accidents, including road flares (discarded) and flags; first aid kit.

Celebrity orders (file of Marilyn Rumpler), 
1959-2010 Box 14

City of New York warrant refund, 1919 Box 14

Complete history 1848-2008 (Trish Gorecki), 
2008 Box 14
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Connoisseur's Food Department advertisement, 
1942 Box 14

Correspondence from Woden Woods regarding 
bench and tool cabinet, 1990 Box 14

Coupons, 1960-1961 Box 14

Dent Hardware, 1897-1938 Box 14

Disston saw filing instructions, approximately 
1910 Box 18

Door lock, 1900s Box 29

Drawing of Hammacher Schlemmer gnomes, 
1950s Box 14

Emails regarding Elsa Schlemmer, 2002 Box 14

Entry from New York Shopping Guide, 1950s Box 14

Estimate for Manasquan Board of Education, 
1914 Box 14

Facsimile, New York City telephone directory/
subscriber list, 1878 Oversize-folder 1

George Milliken advertisement, 1869 Box 14

Gift certificates, 1953, 1982 Box 14

"Gnomes" art, 1920s Box 14

Hammacher genealogy (in German), 1996 Box 14

Historical timelines, 1988-1998 Box 14

History of Hammacher Schlemmer (Bob 
Gardner), 1984 Box 14

Humorous returns and comments (file of 
Marilyn Rumpler), 1995-2010 Box 14

Images of store tokens, 1860s Box 14

- Page 18 -



Guide to the Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records, 1860s-2025

Interview with Mary Geisler and Eric Horland, 
1990s Box 14

Invento Products, "Slim-a-Slice", 1960s Box 31

Scope and Contents

Device for compressing regular slices of bread, for making melba toast or 
fancy sandwiches.

Kiel Mfg. Co., 1903 Box 14

Letter from Pat Edward Onanta (?) regarding 
Hammond Electric Bridge Table, 1993 Box 14

Letter from Stanley Pineau regarding 1880s 
piano maker's bow drill, 2013 Box 14

Letter from Susan Brustmann regarding 
Hammacher house in College Point, 2000 Box 14

Letter from William Davies regarding wooden 
work bench c. 1920s, 1995 Box 14

Letter of thanks from Marie Shear, 2005 Box 14

Letter to Dominic Tempore from Mrs. George 
Horne, 1960s Box 14

Memo of building area, 1920s Box 14

Microwave advertisement, 1969 Box 14

Myrna Loy photograph and sales receipts, 
1963-1969 Box 14

New store opening, 57th & Lexington, 1926 Box 18

New York store floor plans (9th and 12th floors 
only), 1935 Box 19

New York store opening, 4th Ave. and 13th St., 
1904 Box 14

Nixon Apollo Theatre playbill (Production 
of Howard Dietz play "The Little Show" that 
featured the song "Hammacher Schlemmer I 
Love You"), 1929 Box 14
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Note pad with calendar, 1898, 1903 Box 14
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Office organization day, 1983 Box 14

Orders, bills of sale, invoices, etc., 1891-1981 Box 14

Padlock with keys, 1900s Box 29

Photographs, 1967, 1900s Box 19
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Includes: Bowery street scene 1867; William Schlemmer portrait

Photographs, slides, 1867-1992 Box 14
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Includes photograph of Elizabeth Queen Mother visit; staff of original Bowery 
store

Photographs of New York store, 1980s Box 14

Plummer & McCutcheon clippings and notes, 
1940-1962 Box 18

Pop-up toaster, 1930s Box 30

Postcards, etc., 1886-1940s Box 14

Presentation on Hammacher Schlemmer, 1996 Box 14

Press-Or Midget juice presser, 1930s Box 31

Proclamations from New York mayor, 1992-1998 Box 14

Robert L. Marx, 1980 Box 14

Roll of music wire, 1900s Box 29

Roll of silver ribbon in container, 1900s Box 29

Royal and aristocratic customers, 1990s Box 14

Sales data, 1984-1990 Box 14
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Sandwich and cookie cutter kit, 1940s Box 30

Scope and Contents

"Wonder holiday cutters" manufactured by Dixon Specialties.

Selden Specialty Co. order and memo, 1902 Box 18

Set of three small cups with "Hammacher 
Schlemmer I love you" and elves, 1950s Box 31

Sign charts (hobo, astrology, seasons, etc.), 
1940s? Box 19

Song--Hammacher Schlemmer I Love You 
(Howard Dietz, 1929) reprint for centennial 
celebration, 1948 Box 14

Store credit tokens, 1860s, 1921-1922 Box 15
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Testimonial about Hammacher Schlemmer from 
a whisky maker, 1970s Box 15

The Hammacher Schlemmer Story (Thomas 
Gradel), 1980 Box 15

Thermometer with humidity gauge, 1950s Box 31

Scope and Contents

Wall-mounted thermometer with Hammacher Schlemmer logo and elves. 
Cocktail names arranged every ten degrees.

Tool holder, 1900s Box 31

Tool stand, 1900s Box 31

Tuning forks (3), 1900 Box 29

Scope and Contents

Three tuning forks with Hammacher Schlemmer stamped on the forks; one is 
in a cardboard box.

Venetian Iron Works circular, 1904 Box 15

Vintage tool advertisements, 1885-1910s Box 15
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Wallet, 1950s Box 29

Walter McKibbon, 1998 Box 15

William Schlemmer, 1860 census, 1860 Box 15

Windows on the Bowery exhibit, 2016 Box 15

Wooden puzzle "Don't count on it", 2000s Box 29

Scope and Contents

Wooden puzzle box with instructions; Hammacher Schlemmer stamped on 
the face. Endplate stamped familygamesamerica.com.

Wooden stamps, 1930s Box 29

Scope and Contents

Two wooden Hammacher Schlemmer stamps; one features the East 57th 
Street address, where Hammacher Schlemmer moved in 1926.

Wrapping paper, ribbon samples, 1959 Box 15

Return to Table of Contents

Hammacher Schlemmer Institute Product Reports, 1983-2013
Scope and Contents

Hammacher Schlemmer Institute was established in 1983 as a division 
responsible for product testing, evaluation and comparison, part of the selection 
process for inclusion in the company's catalogs and store offerings. Where 
available, catalog SKU numbers for individual products are supplied.

5MP video screen microscope to 360 degree 
floor fan, 2012 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: 5MP video screen microscope 83225; 9 nliter hot air fryer 82703; 
12 hr. heated sock 71850; 14 MP slide and negative converter 82847; 30 
language translator 81900; 360 degree floor fan 82519.

Air cleaning humidifier to automatic sliding 
door, 2012 Box 15
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Scope and Contents

Includes: Air cleaning humidifier 82900; Always dry fogless shower mirror 
82045; Angora socks 81465; Automatic sliding door 12115.

Analog scale, 1990-2004 Box 15
Physical Description: 2 folders 

AM/FM clock radio, 1985-2002 Box 15
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Back support brace to bladeless personal fan, 
2011-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: Back support brace 83922; Bellagio choreographed fountain 12044; 
best auto jump starter; best beard and moustache trimmer; best hose reel 
cart; best megazoom digital camera; bitterness eliminating coffee maker 
81330, 83660; bladeless personal fan 82424

Balance beam scale, 2007 Box 15

Bluetooth products, 2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: clock radio 83168; ear warmer 84203; iPad keyboard 83156; 
speakers 84096, 84293, 84380; talking glove 84231; telephone pen 84291; 
turntable 83735; umbrella 84778; waterproof radio 84263

Boiling water charger to brightness zooming 
lamp, 2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: boiling water charger 84208; brighter titanium divers watch 12227; 
brightness zooming lamp 82514

Callus eliminator to chair converting body 
pedaler, 2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: callus eliminator 83499, 82261; camera tie 83283; car heat stick 
84070; cassette to mp3 player 84023; cat fountain; cellphone amplifying 
phone 79476; chair converting body pedaler 84418

Car interior defroster 81460, 2012 Box 15
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Cassette clock radio, 1990-1994 Box 15

Cast iron skillet, 2012 Box 15

Cell phone headset, 2000-2001 Box 15

Child piloted tumbler to CSN talking watch, 
2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: child piloted tumbler 82330; circulation enhancing vibrator 
84508; color changing speaker 84350; color pattern watch 83811, 83311; 
commercial pasta machine 12161; compact elliptical trainer 83231; computer 
alarm lock 82784; concentric circles watch 83613; cordless bath polisher 
82541; cordless page to TV magnifier 83634; crashed computer file saver 
83815; crystal weather station 84325; CSN talking watch

Compression socks, 2012 Box 15

Cordless headphones, 1995 Box 15

Cordless telephone, 1983-2005 Box 15
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Custom temperature cold water dispenser 
83303, 2012 Box 15

Dancing light speaker to dog dung vacuum, 
2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: dancing light speaker 83902; desktop photo converter 84460; 
desktop photo to digital picture converter 81903; digital camera monocular 
84741; digital video surveillance clock 83224, 83269; discrete wall adapter 
camera 84739; disposable battery recharger 83697; dog dung vacuum 83372, 
83373

Digital floor-standing scale, 1999-2000 Box 15

Digital scale, 1985-2005 Box 15
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Draft inhibiting automatic pet door 83370, 
83371, 2012 Box 15
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Dry hands relieving spa to DVD & USB 
duplicator, 2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: dry hands relieving spa 83047; dual density window chamberstick 
84115; dual PC and iPhone keyboard 83728; dual tech seat cushion 84495; 
DVD & USB duplicator 83914

I-ink digital display watch to esthetical skin 
rejuvenator, 2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: E-ink digital display watch 84184; Earasures snore sound reducing 
ear buds 83746; easy-on or off dust ruffle 82769; electromuscular foot pain 
stimulator 84532; esthetician's skin rejuvenator 84676

Electronic telescope, 2007 Box 15

Faceless watch to full seated massager pad, 
2012-2013 Box 15

Scope and Contents

Includes: faceless watch 79893; fiber optic table top tree 82289; fisherman's 
tide and moon phase watch 12233; floating tablet shooting game 84047; foot 
pedal gas can 84619; full calf and foot massager 82498; full foot massager 
84381; full seated massage pad 84702

Foil shavers, 2005-2008 Box 15
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Foil shavers, 2008-2009 Box 16
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Galaxy clock to gyro stunt motorcycle, 
2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: galaxy clock 82877; garment steamer; gentle wake-up iPhone alarm 
82566; genuine Turkish bathrobe 82220; glow in the dark alien orb 84045; 
glow in the dark clock 84191; golf ball locating glasses 84014; GPS homing 
device 83799; GPS video camera 81583; gyro stunt motorcycle 83994

H2C heated jacket to HDTV-to-smart TV 
converter, 2013-2013 Box 16
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Scope and Contents

Includes: H2C heated jackete 84043; hair care mirrored valet 84374; 
handheld cordless vacuum; handheld video microscope 83288; hands-
free magnifying glasses 84412; hands free page flipper 82479; hard floor 
scrubber 83707; HD video pen 84479; HD video sunglasses 82368; HDTV-to-
smart TV converter 83320

Heated jacket to hypnotic jellyfish aquarium, 
2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: heated jackets 83582; heated mittens 84792; heated shiatsu lumbar 
massage 84643; heated socks 81151; heated spa robe 82781; hideaway desk 
83355; high speed auto scanning system 84449; home phone/iPhone unifier; 
hypnotic jellyfish aquarium 83255

Heated socks, 2009-2011 Box 16

Illuminating electric heater to iPhone speaker 
windshield mount, 2011-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: illuminated electric heater 84730; impervious luggage 84642; 
inflatable R2D2 83692; iPhone and iPad charging station 83640; iPhone 
binoculars 84001; iPhone charging lamp 84312; iPhone polaroid camera 
84229; iPhone speaker windshield mount 82290

iPad accessories, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: keyboard call station 83191; keyboard case bank 91961; live 
broadcast TV tuner 83510; pen 82832; piano instructor 82377; scanner 
83641; shower curtain 83858; TV 83636; TV video player 83181

Jelly clock 84799, 2013 Box 16

Keep your distance bug vacuum to knee soaked 
hockey rink, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: Keep your distance bug vacuum 81444; keychain HD camera 
81554; kneading foot massager 84491; knee pain reducing shoes 84344; 
knee soaked hockey rink 79826

Kitchen scale, 1984-1989, 1998 Box 16
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Language teaching translator to luggage, 2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: language teaching translator 83726; laser illuminating binoculars 
84589; learn to play banjo 82821; learn to play violin 82822; light bulb 
security camera 84288; lighted pedestal 84424, 83860; lightest luggage 
82476, 83712; live function infrared skeet shooter 84324; longwave and 
shortwave radio 84099; low profile robotic vacuum 84348; low profile 
window fan; luggage 84404, 83653

Men's shaver, 1984-2004 Box 16
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Micro/compact stereo, 1990-2002 Box 16
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Microcut shredder to music playing shower 
head, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: microcut shredder; mind controlled orbiter 84249; Mint Plus floor 
cleaner 83625; modular iPad keyboard case 81596; most compact portable 
air conditioner 82910; most realistic tree candles 84309; motion activated 
music box 83868; motion robotic pugilists 77374; mouse scanner 83900; 
music playing shower head 83527

Mini fridge, 2009 Box 16

Multi-feature telephone, 1985-1988, 2011 Box 16

Nature watcher's camera to Nonni's secret 
ravioli maker, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: nature watcher's camera 84316; neck and back heating pad 84437; 
neck massager; night vision camera scope 84347; night vision watch 83738; 
noise cancelling headphones 73135; Nonni's secret maker 81950; Nonni's 
secret ravioli maker 82535

Oil-free microwave chip maker to outlet 
Bluetooth speaker, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: oil-free microwave chip maker 82891; one touch dictionary 81920; 
only remote controlled Millennium Falcon 78895; open floor plan remote 

- Page 27 -



Guide to the Hammacher, Schlemmer & Co. records, 1860s-2025

double fan 82518; outdoor patio heater 10100; outlet Bluetooth speaker 
83751

Pain relieving neck massager to personal 
assistant alarm clock, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: pain relieving neck massager 82237; palm size DVD 81561, 82951; 
paper to PC note taker 83638; party confetti blaster 84702; patio umbrella 
floor heater 83351; pedometer dress watch 82252; personal assistant alarm 
clock 83897

Personal in-ear sound amplifier to 
programmable car heater, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: personal in-ear sound amplifier 83972; personal focus behind ear 
83971; personal training scale 83541; personalized slide projector 84069; 
pocket emergency radio 84313; pocket photo printer 84358; pocket scanner 
81796; pop-up solar lights 83290; portable man cave chair 84526; portable 
wet/dry steam vacuum 81228; professional digital ultrasonic cleaner 82542; 
programmable car heater 83856

Portable scanner, 2011 Box 16

Pressure cooker, 2012 Box 16

Quiet germ and virus destroyer 82666, 2012 Box 16

Radio controlled items, 2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: adjustable mattress pad 83288; battling tanks 83748; missile 
launcher 83990; music playing Mercedes 83698; rapid fire missile launcher 
83845; tarantula

Read and write iPad flash to Rooma, 2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: read and write iPad flash 83633; reader's bookstand 76536; 
reader's end table 81644; rechargeable heated slippers 83287; rechargeable 
indoor/outdoor speakers 82762; rechargeable LED readers 83422; 
rechargeable power scrubber 82476; rechargeable wireless speaker 83639; 
recharging station 83674; redeye remover 83827; remote controlled bird 
83989; remote controlled home video monitor 83008; road recorder 81555; 
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robotic floor cleaner 83754; robotic vacuum 82836; robotic window washer 
83975; roll-up massage mat 84452; Roombe 790 82540

Rice cooker, 1986-1987, 2007 Box 16

Rotary shaver, 2003-2009 Box 16
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Rowing machine, 1985-1987 Box 16

Safe driver cell phone blocker to snore pillow, 
2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: safe driver cell phone blocker 82658; seated backyard zipline 
84065; self-adjisting snore pillow 83483; self-starting gyroscope 84381; 
self-winding divers watch 12226; shower speaker phone 83718; simple to-
do list recorder 83329; simultaneous spray shower head 83065; sinkside 
wireless speaker 83169; skeet shooter 78806; sleep assisting tinnitus reliever 
84617; sleep inducing mask 81467; sleep sound generating pillow 84652; 
smartphone light bulb 84194; smartphone recovery stick 83823; snore pillow 
83483

Salad spinner, 1998 Box 16

Sandwich maker, 1996 Box 16

Shoe buffer/polisher, 1985-2004 Box 16

Shoe/boot dryer, 2002 Box 16

Shower filter, 2000 Box 16

Shower massager, 1989-1997 Box 16

Shower radio, 1990-2008 Box 16
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Shredder, 2010-2011 Box 16

Silver cleaner, 2000 Box 16

Slow cooker, 2008 Box 16

Small refrigerator, 1990 Box 16
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Snorkel, 2002 Box 16

Soda siphon, 1986 Box 16

Solar atomic watch to surveillance clock, 
2012-2013 Box 16

Scope and Contents

Includes: solar atomic watch 81368; solar charging speaker case 84097; 
solar LED security cam 84514; solar powered cat toy 83876; sprinkler 84440; 
steam inhaler; steering wheel speakerphone 83984, 93246, 83371; sun 
tracking shelter 82815; Super 8 converter 81473; superior comfort bed 
lounger 62798; surveillance clock 84603

Solar powered address lights, 2012 Box 16

Solar powered outdoor products, 2009 Box 16

Solar walkway lights, 1991-2012 Box 17
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Speed and distance device, 2008 Box 17

Spell checker, 1988-1989 Box 17

Spot light, 1990 Box 17

Steam cleaner, 1997-2011 Box 17
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Step ladder, 1999-2000 Box 17

Step stool, 2000 Box 17

Straightening iron, 2009 Box 17

String trimmer, 1986-2006 Box 17

Sun protection hat, 2007-2008 Box 17

Sun protection shirt, 2007-2009 Box 17

Swim fins, 2002, 2008 Box 17

Swim goggles, 1998-2012 Box 17
Physical Description: 3 folders 
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Tailor's press, 1987, 1990 Box 17

Target practice alarm clock to TV/DVD boom 
box, 2012-2013 Box 17

Scope and Contents

Includes: target practice alarm clock 83190; teak and stainless steel seat 
82450; teak bathtub seat 83669; teak shower seat 84038; thermal scope 
84322; thigh trainer 83677; Tighter Grip money clip 81443; titanium nuclear 
watch 12232; top to bottom coat stand 83185; touchscreen phone 83824; 
touchscreen smart watch 84346; truck driver lumbar cushion 83857; TV/DVD 
boom box 83192

Tea kettle, 1985-1987, 2007 Box 17

Travel steamer, 1985-2001, 2008 Box 17
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Typewriters SKU 84295, 82670, 83586, 83587, 
2012-2013 Box 17

Ultrasonic tape measure, 1989 Box 17

Under cabinet spotlights to UV toothbrush, 
2012-2013 Box 17

Scope and Contents

Includes: under cabinet spotlights 82309; underwater MP3 player 84286; 
uploadable blood pressure monitor 81307; USB password bank 82347; UB 
bacteria killing toothbrush 82785

Vibration alarm watch to voice controlled music 
center, 2012-2013 Box 17

Scope and Contents

Includes: vibration alarm watch 83855; video doorbell 84287; video 
microscope 84604; video peephole 84453; video surveillance clock 83144; 
Vital/Wrap 831445; voice controlled helicopter 84007; voice controlled music 
center 84234

Wahoo fitness bike park to wrinkle reducing 
facial toner, 2012-2013 Box 17

Scope and Contents

Includes: Wahoo fitness bike park 82323; wallet size backup battery 82560; 
wall climbing quad copter 84825; warm mist humidifier; waterproof iPhone 
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case; WiFi adding machine 83193; WiFi camera projection clock 84293; 
WiFi home controller 84229; WiFi security clock 84292; WiFi signal booster 
84835; WiFi surveillance camera; windshield defroster 84118; wireless sleep 
headband 84260; wireless sound enhancing telephone 84679; women's 
watch; wrinkle reducing facial toner 84678

Waterproof socks, 2011 Box 17

Wireless speakers, 1995-2011 Box 17

Women's shavers, 1984-1997, 2007-2011 Box 17
Physical Description: 2 folders 

World band radio, 1984-1996 Box 17

Return to Table of Contents
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