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Summary

Collection Title:
Hemphill family papers, 1784-1966, 1780s-1930s

Creator:
Hemphill family

Abstract:
The Hemphill family was based in Abbeville and Charleston, South Carolina, and 
in Georgia and Texas. Collection includes correspondence, sermons, photographs, 
journals, scrapbooks, memorabilia, and other papers, of William Ramsey Hemphill, 
Presbyterian minister, and of his sons, James Calvin Hemphill and Robert Reid 
Hemphill, newspaper editors, and other family members, including John Lind 
Hemphill, also a minister, and John "Champ" Hemphill, a judge and politician in 
Texas. The papers document aspects of the Revolutionary War; national, South 
Carolina, and Texas politics and judiciary; enslavement and emancipation; abolition 
and temperance; Confederate politics and military campaigns; Reconstruction; 
postbellum race relations; and journalism. Correspondents include William 
Jennings Bryan, Andrew Carnegie, James Beauchamp "Champ" Clark, Grover 
Cleveland, Josephus Daniels, Jefferson Davis, Francis W. Dawson, Sr., Ellen 
Glasgow, Carter Glass, Henry P. Grady, Wade Hampton, George Swinton Legaré, 
William G. McAdoo, William G. McCabe, Adolph S. Ochs, George Washington 
Ochs, James L. Orr, Walter Hines Page, Joseph Pulitzer, Whitelaw Reid, William 
Howard Taft, Benjamin R. Tillman, Joseph P. Tumulty, Oscar W. Underwood, Oswald 
Garrison Villard, Booker T. Washington, and Henry Watterson.

Extent:
30 Linear Feet (50 boxes; 38 volumes)

Language:
Material in English

Collection ID:
RL.00527

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m17327

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Hemphill family papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

The Hemphill family was based in Abbeville and Charleston, South Carolina. 
Collection includes correspondence, sermons, photographs, journals, 
scrapbooks, memorabilia, and other papers, of William Ramsey Hemphill, 
Presbyterian minister, and of his sons, James Calvin Hemphill and Robert Reid 
Hemphill, newspaper editors, and other family members, including John Lind 
Hemphill, also a minister, and John "Champ" Hemphill, a judge and politician in 
Texas. The papers document aspects of the Revolutionary War; national, South 
Carolina, and Texas politics and judiciary (1830s-1920s); enslavement and 
emancipation; abolition and temperance movements; Confederate politics and 
military campaigns; Reconstruction; race relations; and Southern journalism. 
Correspondents include William Jennings Bryan, Andrew Carnegie, James 
Beauchamp "Champ" Clark, Grover Cleveland, Josephus Daniels, Jefferson 
Davis, Francis W. Dawson, Sr., Ellen Glasgow, Carter Glass, Henry P. Grady, 
Wade Hampton, George Swinton Legaré, William G. McAdoo, William G. 
McCabe, Adolph S. Ochs, George Washington Ochs, James L. Orr, Walter Hines 
Page, Joseph Pulitzer, Whitelaw Reid, William Howard Taft, Benjamin R. Tillman, 
Joseph P. Tumulty, Oscar W. Underwood, Oswald Garrison Villard, Booker T. 
Washington, and Henry Watterson.

There are over 200 photographs, mostly in the form of albumen and gelatin 
silver prints, along with several tintypes and platinum prints, chiefly Hemphill 
family portraits, snapshots of the families and their homes, scenes from rural 
locations, towns, and vacation trips, and studio portraits of related families, 
friends, and business and military acquaintances. There are many portraits and 
snapshots of brothers Robert Reid and James Calvin Hemphill taken over their 
lifespans.

Other papers include invitations, programs, calling cards and other printed 
materials such as clippings; copies of editorials and speeches by the Hemphills 
and others; and bills and receipts.

The volumes include: a journal (author unknown) describing a trip to Europe in 
1905; letterbooks (1887-1903); scrapbooks of newspaper clippings (1887-1916); 
and daybooks and other accounting records. Several scrapbooks relate to James 
Calvin Hemphill's involvement in the South Carolina Inter-State and West Indian 
Exposition, 1901-1902.
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Biographical/Historical

The papers begin with Reverend John Hemphill (1761-1832), a native of Ireland 
who migrated to Pennsylvania, and eventually moved to Hopewell, South 
Carolina, as a minister in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian (ARP) Church. 
He first married Jane Lind, daughter of his professor, the Rev. Matthew Lind of 
Greencastle, Pennsylvania. They had six children, who included John Harrison 
and William Ramsey Hemphill, who also became an ARP minister. After the 
death of his wife in 1809, John Hemphill married Mary Nixon Hemphill, the 
widow of Dr. James Andrew Hemphill, no relation to John Hemphill. They had 
four children: Jennet, David, James, and Robert Nixon Hemphill.

John Hemphill's son John Harrison "Champ" Hemphill practiced law in 
South Carolina, then moved to Texas, where he served as a Chief Justice, 
congressman, and Confederate Senator. He died of pneumonia in Virginia, 1862, 
and is buried in Austin, Texas.

William Ramsey Hemphill (1806-1876) and his wife had two daughters, Isabelle 
Mary (later known as Mary), and Margaret Elizabeth, and three sons, John, 
Robert, and James Calvin. They owned Lindo, a forced labor plantation in 
Due West, S.C. Their first son, John Lind Hemphill (1838-1899), was pastor of 
the ARP church in Moreland, Georgia until his death, and made his home in 
Newnan, Georgia. He served in the Confederate Army and was taken prisoner; 
his time in prison affected his health for the rest of his life. He and Nancy 
Hannah McKemy married and had one son, also John Lind.

Robert Reid Hemphill, the second son, was born May 3, 1840 in the Calhoun 
Section of Abbeville County, on his father's plantation, Lindo. He attended 
Erskine College. For a short while he edited the Abbeville Medium and 
then moved into politics, serving in the state senate. He also served in the 
Confederate Army and was imprisoned in Baltimore; he represented South 
Carolina at Jefferson Davis's funeral. He and his wife Eugenia Brewton Hemphill 
had nine children. He died December 28, 1908, at his home in the section of 
Abbeville called Fort Pickens.

James Calvin (J.C.) Hemphill, was born in Due West, South Carolina, on May 
18, 1850. He attended Erskine College, where he earned a A.B. (1870), A.M. 
(1872), and LL.D. (1909). James Calvin Hemphill married Rebecca M. True 
on November 19, 1878; she was the daughter of the Reverend C. K. True of 
Flushing, Long Island. They had no children. James Calvin worked briefly as 
a teacher at Lowell, Kentucky, in 1870, but spent the majority of his career 
as a journalist. He was the editor of the South Carolina Abbeville Medium, 
1871-1880; chief of the Columbia bureau, 1881-1882; city editor and acting 
manager, 1886-1888; and manager and editor-in-chief of the   Charleston News 
and Courier, 1888-1910. He then was editor of the   Richmond Times Dispatch, 
1910-1911; editor of the   Charlotte Observer, 1911; on the editorial staff of the 
 New York Times, 1912; was Washington correspondent of the   Philadelphia 
Public Ledger; and was editor of the   Spartanburg Journal for five years. Aside 
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from his journalism career, James Calvin Hemphill was an active Democrat. 
He was an organizer and board member of the South Carolina Inter-State and 
West Indian Exposition at Charleston, 1901-1902. He died in Abbeville, South 
Carolina, on November 20, 1927.

There is additional genealogical information about the Hemphill family in 
information folders in the collection.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Collection is arranged in the following series: Correspondence, Sermons, Writings 
and Addresses, Financial Papers, Legal Papers, Photographs, Print Materials and 
Manuscript Volumes, Other Papers, Oversize Materials, and Volumes.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.
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Acquisition Information

The Hemphill family papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from Hemphill family descendants from 
1950-1981.

Processing Information

Processed and described by Rubenstein Library Staff, 1993.

Encoded by Meghan Lyon, February 2011.

Photographs rehoused and description enhanced by Paula Jeannet, April 2023.

Reparative description of collection by Paula Jeannet, April 2023.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

See the John Lind Sermons and the Robert C.S. Lind Papers, both held by 
Duke's Rubenstein Library Library. John Lind was the brother of Jane Lind 
Hemphill and the father of Hannah Smith Lind Hemphill. Robert C.S. Lind was 
the son of John Lind and the brother of Hannah Smith Lind Hemphill.

See the Francis W. Dawson Family Papers, also held by Duke's Rubenstein 
Library Library.

There is additional genealogical information about the Hemphill family in an 
Information folder in the Rubenstein Library reading room.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• African Americans -- South Carolina
• Antislavery movements -- United States
• Clergy -- Correspondence
• Freed persons -- Southern States -- 19th century
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• Journalism -- United States -- History
• Journalists -- Correspondence
• Lawyers -- South Carolina
• Presbyterian Church -- Clergy
• Presbyterian Church -- South Carolina -- History
• Reconstruction (U.S. history, 1865-1877)
• Repatriation -- Africa -- History
• Temperance
• Slavery -- South Carolina -- History -- 19th century
• Abbeville (S.C.) -- History
• Charleston (S.C.) -- History -- 19th century
• Charleston (S.C.) -- Photographs
• Confederate States of America -- History, Military
• Confederate States of America -- Politics and government
• Due West (S.C.) -- History -- 19th century
• South Carolina -- History -- 1775-1865
• South Carolina -- History -- 1865-
• South Carolina -- Photographs
• South Carolina -- Politics and government
• South Carolina -- Race relations
• Southern States -- Politics and government -- 1775-1865
• Southern States -- Politics and government -- 1865-1950
• United States -- Politics and government -- 19th century
• Account books
• Albumen prints
• Black-and-white photographs
• Gelatin silver prints
• Journals (accounts)
• Letter books
• Scrapbooks
• Tintypes (prints)
• Page, Walter Hines, 1855-1918
• Davis, Jefferson, 1808-1809
• Elder, Matthew, Jr., 1813-1892
• Hemphill, Robert Reid, 1840-1908
• Hemphill, J. C. (James Calvin), 1850-1927
• American Colonization Society

Collection Inventory

Correspondence, 1784-1958, (1784-1930)
Physical Description: 25 boxes
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Scope and Contents

The incoming and outgoing correspondence in this large series was created 
or collected chiefly by male members of the Hemphill family over many 
generations; there are also letters from and to women in the family. Topics 
discussed by correspondents cover almost all aspects of social, economic, 
religious, educational, and political conditions in South Carolina and other 
Southern states during the last half of the 19th century and into the early 20th. 
Many of the letters, especially in the earlier decades, discuss the Presbyterian 
church, for which several Hemphills were ministers. There are also many 
comments on national-level politics and presidencies, as well as events during 
those particular periods. Additional correspondence covering many of these 
same topics is found in the letterbooks found in the Volumes series.

Enslavement and states' rights, abolition, secession, and the movements of 
free people of color or formerly enslaved people are discussed in many letters 
before, during, and after the Civil War. There are repeated letters throughout 
the correspondence commenting on the repatriation of Africans and African 
Americans to Africa, and refer to the activities of the American Colonization 
Society and the American Commission on Liberia (1909). There are also 
references in early 20th century papers to race relations in the South and 
related politics; a speech by Oswald Garrison Villard, newspaper editor, co-
founder of the NAACP, and early civil rights activist, sometime in the early 
1910s, talks about segregation in Baltimore and Washington.

There are Associate Reformed Presbyterian sermons in the Sermons series that 
also speak to enslavement and the Southern States.

There are many letters that speak to specific significant political events and 
presidencies, including Jefferson Davis's Confederate administration, and 
discuss life for men and women of some wealth in cities and rural locations 
in the Confederate states. The letters in this series also cover military events 
and related issues in South Carolina as well as in Texas, where John Harrison 
Hemphill was located, such as the conflict with Mexico, and violent offensives 
against Native Americans in western states.

Correspondence (and other papers in the collection) following the 1870s chiefly 
document James Calvin (J.C.) Hemphill's career as a newspaper editor, but 
also speak to politics, "yellow journalism," Southern race relations, economic 
conditions, and society in the Southern States in the early 20th century. Some 
letters refer to events in World War I.

The latter portion of the collection includes a number of letters from William 
Howard Taft and Daniel H. Chamberlain, both of whom were friends of J.C. 
Hemphill; from Mrs. Francis W. Dawson I; and from various members of the 
Hemphill family. Correspondents who write on press affairs in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries include C. A. Boynton, W. R. Cathcart, and S. J. Barrows. 
Other writers are Sarah (Morgan) Dawson, J. H. Averell, and J. S. Cothran.
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In the last half of the series there is also a considerable quantity of 
correspondence of Robert Reid Hemphill until his death in 1908.

Correspondence, 1784-1838 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Genealogical documents provided by Hemphill family descendants appear at 
the beginning of this folder.

The first few letters are by John Hemphill (1761-1832), pastor of an Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARP) in Moreland, Georgia. Many of the 
earlier letters relate to affairs of the Presbyterian church in South Carolina, 
including many letters from other ministers of that faith to William Ramsey 
Hemphill, son of John Hemphill and also an ARP minister.

Three sermons and a pastoral letter of William Ramsey, as well as letters 
from N. M. Gordon, William W. Patton, Matthew Linn, Samuel Taggart, James 
Hemphill, and Robert C. Grier to him, concern enslavement.

Along with religious correspondence, there are early letters discussing 
the following topics: naturalization laws in force in 1807; Aaron Burr's 
expedition; and anti-Masonic meetings in Alabama in 1820.

Correspondence during the 1830s discusses such topics as: nullification 
sentiment in South Carolina in 1832, and anti-nullification sentiment in North 
Carolina as expressed in a letter from 1833; views favorable or approving of 
enslavement; movement of enslaved persons through Augusta, Georgia, in 
1834-1835; expedition of 1836 against the Seminoles of Florida; in education, 
the resignation of Thomas Cooper as president of South Carolina College, 
and affairs at South Carolina College; and comments on abolition petitions in 
Congress in 1836.

Correspondence, 1839-1853 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Letters during the last years of the 1830s and into the 1840s mention the 
following subjects: attempts to link Charleston with Cincinnati by rail; 
the presidential campaign of 1840; Catholic support of Temperance in 
Philadelphia in 1840, and other aspects of the Temperance movement; 
movement of John Hemphill to Texas in 1838 and his appointment to the 
Supreme Court of that state in 1840; John Hemphill's role in an expedition 
against Mexico in 1843; encounter with Sam Houston and his wife in 1845; 
sending of missionaries to Liberia; African Colonization Society; American 
Colonization Society; and the establishment of a mail steamship line from 
Charleston to Havana; Calhoun and Clay in 1849.
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There is correspondence from 1851 describing Erskine College and Erskine 
Theological Seminary; the city of Stockton, California, and vicinity, as 
described by Robert King Reid (he and John Y. Lind had gone to California 
from South Carolina; Reid was elected resident physician at the California 
State Hospital, and Lind was elected to the California Senate).

Correspondence, 1854-1862 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Closer to the Civil War, topics include: the presidential election of 1856; 
slavery controversy in Kansas and land prices there; abolition movement; 
secession; reception in the South of the speeches of Stephen Douglas and 
reception in the North of William L. Yancey's speeches; life during the Civil 
War, particularly in South Carolina, and comments on major battles and troop 
movements and rumors; war activities of women in Chester, South Carolina 
in 1862; Henry S. Foote's opinion in 1862 of Bragg's campaign; battle of 
Chancellorsville; and the Copperheads, Democrats in the Union who were 
against the Civil War and wanted a peace settlement with the Confederates.

Correspondence, 1863-1873 Box 4

Scope and Contents

These are some of the topics discussed during this period: the election of 
James H. Hemphill in 1865 to the South Carolina constitutional convention 
and the work of that body; the movement of James Hemphill's fomerly 
enslaved people; bankruptcy of South Carolina in 1865 (James Hemphill was 
chairman of the Finance Committee of the Senate of that state in 1865); 
difficulties of Robert Nixon Hemphill in getting freedmen to sign work 
contracts; declining economic conditions and Reconstruction; Ku Klux Klan 
activities around Blackstock, South Carolina, in 1871; armed fight between 
Democrats and Republicans during an election in Kentucky in 1871; the 
Panic of 1873; Wade Hampton's administration as governor; organization of 
a militia company in South Carolina; South Carolina politics, 1870s; and the 
state debt following the war.

Correspondence, 1874-1886 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Topics during this period include: South Carolina politics and Reconstruction; 
the presidential election of 1884; Benjamin R. Tillman and the attitude of 
Francis W. Dawson I, editor of the Charleston News and Courier before 
his murder in 1888, as well as the attitude of others toward Tillman; the 
Charleston earthquake of 1886; and the presidency of Theodore Roosevelt.

Correspondence, 1887-1893 Box 6
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Scope and Contents

Of interest in this group is a typescript copy of a letter in the Narciso Gener 
Gonzales Papers in the South Caroliniana Library, written by N. G. Gonzales 
to James Calvin Hemphill I on March 23, 1889. It has to do with the recent 
murder of Francis Warrington Dawson I, editor of Charleston's News and 
Courier newspaper, and the reply of Gonzales to a request by Hemphill for 
his opinion of the Courier at that time. There are also letters in th is period of 
Sallie Chapin regarding the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) 
in South Carolina, as well as letters on women's suffrage as part of a bill 
introduced in the South Carolina senate by Robert Reid Hemphill in 1892.

South Carolina political relations around 1890-1892 are discussed by William 
A. Courtenay, M. C. Butler, W. E. Cothrait, J. F. J. Caldwell, H. Brook, W. T. 
C. Bates, Daniel Chamberlain, Marshall Cushing, and Theodore G. Barker. 
From Augusta, Georgia, letters of J. C. C. Black discuss the Georgia Farmers' 
Alliance.

Wm. H. Brawley, S.C. Representative to Congress, writes of his speech 
supporting Cleveland's drive to repeal the Sherman Act (repealed in 1893) 
and of the silver question in relation to the South and the country at large.

Correspondence, 1894-1896 Box 7

Scope and Contents

Letters of the later 1890s speak of South Carolina politics; colonization of 
African Americans in Africa; presidential elections of 1894 and 1896; race of 
John Gary Evans in 1894; the Dispensary Law; and John L. McLaurin's race 
for the Senate in 1897; and other topics.

Correspondence, 1897-1899 May Box 8

Correspondence, 1900-1901 Oct. Box 9

Scope and Contents

Correspondence from the early 1900s discusses such topics as: the 
presidential election of 1900; McKinley's "imperialistic policy"; Walter 
H. Page's opinion of Ellen Glasgow's novel; William McNeill Whistler; 
Edward W. Blyden's opposition to the miscegenation of black people; and 
the establishment of a naval station at Charleston. There is a series of 
letters about James Calvin Hemphill's involvement as Trustee and Manager 
of Promotion and Publicity for the South Carolina Inter-State and West 
Indian Exposition, especially 1901-1902, but with scattered (see also the J.C. 
Hemphill scrapbooks from these years).

Of interest are letters discussing the controversy over Theodore Roosevelt's 
appointment of Dr. William Crum, an African American, as collector at the 
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port of Charleston, 1902 (J.C. Hemphill was against the appointment); Joseph 
Pulitzer's plan to establish a school of journalism at Columbia University 
(first proposed around 1902, established in 1912); and experiences of Robert 
G. Hemphill as a teacher in Monroe, Georgia.

Later letters comment on Grover Cleveland; the presidential election of 1904; 
M. Storey's opposition to Harvard's giving Henry Cabot Lodge an honorary 
LL.D.; Oswald Garrison Villard; the visit in 1904 by R.W. Gilder with Varina 
(Howell) Davis; Southern educational reform known as the Ogden Movement; 
Ludwig Lewishon, a Jewish novelist living in Charleston at the time; and 
comments on the publication of "Men of Mark in South Carolina," editor, 
James Calvin Hemphill, in 1907.

Correspondence, 1902 Nov.-1903 May Box 10

Correspondence, 1903 June-1904 Box 11

Correspondence, 1905 Jan.-1906 Mar. Box 12

Scope and Contents

Letters written in the mid-1900s discuss Booker T. Washington; F. W. Dawson, 
Jr.'s first novel; race relations in the Mississippi Delta; and W. L. Hemphill's 
experiences as an engineer in tin mines in Bolivia.

Correspondence, 1906 June-1907 Apr. Box 13

Correspondence, 1907 May-1908 Mar. Box 14

Correspondence, 1908 Apr.-1909 June Box 15

Scope and Contents

From Sierra Leone, West Africa, there is a series of letters, 1909-1910, 
from Edward W. Blyden, African author, to James Calvin Hemphill. Contact 
Research Services for assistance in consulting the Autograph File for dates of 
these letters and of an article by Blyden on Liberia.

There are also letters relating to the American Commission to Liberia in the 
first half of 1909.

Correspondence, 1909 July-1910 Apr. Box 16

Correspondence, 1910 May-1911 July (online 
item available) Box 17

Digital Object: Correspondence, 1910 May-1911 July

Correspondence, 1911 Aug.-1912 Feb. Box 18
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Correspondence, 1912 Mar.-1913 July Box 19

Correspondence, 1913 Aug.-1916 Box 20

Correspondence, 1917-1922 Box 21

Correspondence, 1923-1926 Box 22

Correspondence, 1927-1958 and undated Box 23

Correspondence, undated Box 24

Miscellaneous correspondence, 1859-1952 Box 45

Return to Table of Contents

Sermons, 1792-1876 and undated
Physical Description: 6 boxes 

Sermons, 1792-1840 Box 24

Sermons, 1841-1846 Box 25

Sermons, 1847-1873 Box 26

Sermons, 1874-1876 and undated Box 27

Sermons, undated Box 28

Sermons, undated Box 29

Return to Table of Contents

Writings and Addresses, circa 1800s-1930s
Physical Description: 3 boxes 

Writings and addresses Box 30-32

Return to Table of Contents

Financial Papers, 1830s-1920s
Physical Description: 5 boxes 

Financial papers, 1830s-1880s Box 33
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Financial papers, 1890s-1909 Box 34

Financial papers, 1910-1919 Box 35

Financial papers, 1910-1920s Box 36

Financial papers, 1920s and undated Box 37

Return to Table of Contents

Legal Papers, 1861-1922
Physical Description: 1 box 
Scope and Contents

In addition to these legal papers, there is an 87-page legal casebook belonging 
to Robert Reid Hemphill dated 1866-1880, representing cases in Cleburne, 
Johnson County, Texas, and Abbeville County, South Carolina.

Legal papers, 1861-1922 Box 37

Copy of Rebekah Woodin's will, 1784 November 
20 Box 45

Return to Table of Contents

Photographs, 1860s-1920s and undated
Physical Description: .5 Linear Feet
1 box 231 photographs; 1 photo booklet
Scope and Contents

This series of 231 black-and-white photographs and one photograph booklet 
relate to the Hemphill family of Abbeville, Charleston, and Due West, South 
Carolina, and their kin, the Coleman, Greene, Lind, Moffatt, Neuffer, Rogers, 
Sign, and Tandy families (chiefly children of Hemphill women). Several dozen 
portraits date from the 1860s; most are unidentified.

The majority of the images relate to Robert Reid Hemphill and James Calvin 
Hemphill and their families, and date from the 1870s to the 1910s. Two 
photographs of John Lind Hemphill were taken in Newnan, Georgia, where 
he was minister; in one, he is standing by his church. There are two portraits 
of William Ramsey Hemphill (1806-1876), father of John Lind, Robert Reid, 
Mary, Margaret, and James Calvin Hemphill, as well as a portrait of his brother, 
Confederate senator John Harrison Hemphill. About half the photographs are 
studio portraits.

- Page 15 -



Guide to the Hemphill family papers, 1784-1966, bulk 1780s-1930s

Other portraits and snapshots include business and military associates and 
friends, both male and female, some identified, some with inscriptions. 
There are two photographs of African Americans, one of a woman labeled 
"Aunt Patsy," and one of two elderly men in front of a family home. There is 
a photograph of what appear to be enslaved person's dwellings. There is a 
sequence of photographs showing an early 20th century street paving project in 
Richmond, Va. that shows Black workers; each bears a typed verse on the back, 
signed "Webster Damyankee."

Settings for more informal photographs include many images of children, home 
gardens, vacation trips, family homes, rural locations, some city street views, 
and family dogs.

Arranged for the most part in the order in which they were either received or 
arranged by library staff when the collection first arrived.

A list of photographers whose names appear on studio photographs is in the 
series information folder.

The first half of the series was organized by the donors or library staff in three 
divisions bearing the names of brothers John Lind Hemphill, Sr., Robert Reid 
Hemphill, and James Calvin Hemphill. Within these divisions are images of 
each man and his immediate family, as well as friends, relatives, business and 
military associates, and associated places and houses. Other members of the 
families also appear in each other's folders.

The rest of the photographs are arranged in two mixed groups of often 
unidentified images; in here are found the earliest images in the collection, 
dating to the 1860s. These two mixed groups also house additional images 
related to the three brothers John Lind, Robert Reid, and James Calvin.

Information folder, 1956 Box 44

John Lind Hemphill, Sr., circa 1895 Box 44
Physical Description: 2 photographs 
Biographical Note

John Lind Hemphill, Sr., was born in 1838 and died in 1899. He was the 
brother of Robert Reid Hemphill.

Scope and Contents

Two large card-mounted albumen prints of John Lind Hemphill, Sr. taken 
not long before his death: in the first, he stands in front of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church (now White Oak Associate Reformed) in 
Moreland, Georgia, where he was pastor; in the second he is with his family, 
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including his wife Nancy McKemy Hemphill, and his only son, John Lind 
Hemphill, Jr., in front of their home in Newnan, Georgia.

Robert Reid Hemphill, circa 1874-1908 Box 44
Physical Description: 18 items 17 photographs; one photo booklet
Biographical Note

Robert Reid Hemphill was born in Abbeville, S.C. in 1840 and died in 1908. 
He was the brother of John Lind Hemphill, Sr., and James Calvin Hemphill.

Scope and Contents

The earliest item is a tintype, circa 1874, of Robert and his wife Eugenia 
with their daughter Annie, and the latest item is a large gelatin silver print 
taken in 1908 of Robert Reid Hemphill surrounded by his large family and 
others in front of their home place, probably in Abbeville, S.C., where he 
died that same year. The large family group photograph is accompanied by 
a key to each person's name, and there is also a black-and-white glossy copy 
photograph of the tintype.

James Calvin Hemphill, circa 1868-1920s and 
undated Box 44

Physical Description: 81 photographs
2 folders 
Biographical Note

James Calvin Hemphill, who often went by J.C. Hemphill, was a noted 
journalist and editor. He was born in Due West, S.C. in 1850, and died in 
Abbeville in 1927. He was the sibling of Robert Reid and John Lind Hemphill. 
He married Rebecca True; they appear not to have had any children.

Robert Reid Hemphill also had a son named James Calvin (1889-1970), and 
there are a few photos of this James Calvin in the second folder.

Scope and Contents

The earliest photograph in the folders is a portrait, circa 1868, of James 
Calvin Hemphill as a youth. The latest items are undated black-and-white 
glossy photographs, possibly taken in the 1950s, of his home in Charleston, 
S.C., and his and his wife Rebecca True Hemphill's gravesites in Charleston. 
The rest of the photographs are chiefly studio portraits of J. C. Hemphill 
taken through his life, with other snapshots of J.C. and his family on 
vacations and at home. There are a few large group photographs of editorial 
association members and others. There are several portraits of James Calvin 
with many duplicates.
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There are several photographs and a photo booklet in this group belonging to 
Robert Reid Hemphill's son, also called James Calvin, who in turn had a son, 
James Calvin, Jr.

William Ramsey Hemphill, James Calvin 
Hemphill, Robert Reid Hemphill, and other 
family and friends, circa 1861-1910s Box 44

Physical Description: 77 photographs
3 folders 
Scope and Contents

These three folders are a mixed group taken from one original folder. There 
are a few portraits of William Ramsey Hemphill (father of John Lind, James 
Calvin, Robert Reid, Isabelle Mary, and Margaret Elizabeth), as well as a 
small portrait of his brother, John Harrison "Champ" Hemphill (d. 1862), 
a Confederate congressman and Texas Chief Justice. There are many 
portraits and snapshots of the extended Hemphill family and their homes 
in South Carolina, as well as many unidentified portraits of acquaintances, 
businessmen, and friends. There are two late 19th century tintypes, possibly 
Mary Greene as a child, and possibly Robert Reid Hemphill with three 
children. Included are some World War I-era photographs related to Robert 
Reid's son William Lind Hemphill, and portraits of his son Robert Grier 
Hemphill and daughter Mary Isabella (or Isabelle Mary, known as "Belle") 
Hemphill Greene, and her daughter Mary Greene.

There are two photographs, taken circa 1880s, of people of color, one of an 
elderly woman with the caption "Aunt Patsy," and one of two elderly Black 
men in front of a house; and one photograph of what seems to be houses for 
enslaved people. Of interest also is an unusual sequence of snapshots of a 
street-paving project showing African American workers, taken around the 
late 19th century in Richmond, Virginia next to the Blanton House (visible in 
the picture and still standing in 2023); they bear unusual typed verses on the 
backs, several signed "Webster Damyankee." One reads, "The first lesson of 
life is how to behave, on Shafer Street they begin to pave."

Hemphill family, kin, friends, and various 
scenes, 1860s-1910s Box 44

Physical Description: 46 photographs
2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Folders contain a mixed group of portraits and informal photographs of 
identified and unidentified Hemphill family members, including Gertrude 
Hemphill Sign's infant son, Harry Sign; Mary Isabelle Hemphill Greene's 
daughter Mary, and Coleman, Lind, Moffatt, Nueffer, and Tandy kin (mostly 
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children of Hemphill women). Also included are friends and business 
associates, some captioned. There are images of houses, a pet dog, streets in 
Charleston, and unidentified and identified outdoor places. One photograph 
is of a street with two-story white frame buildings, captioned, "Flannigan's 
[or possibly a misspelling of Flenniken's, a business name in Columbia] 
Boarding House, Columbia, S.C. / Gen. Robert Reid ate here," taken around 
1890.

These photographs were originally in an envelope marked "Mixed 
photographs." A few portraits of Robert Reid and James Calvin Hemphill 
were removed to the folders for those individuals.

Oversize photographs Box 48
Physical Description: 14 items 
Scope and Contents

These eight oversize photographs are housed separately from the other 
images in the series. They are numbered and identified by either the donors 
or library staff: 1) Unidentified 2) James Calvin Hemphill 3) Home of Cathrin 
M. Chapin 4) James C. Hemphill with other paper editors 5) Probably a 
Hemphill family member 6) Home of Rev. John Hemphill 7) James C. Hemphill 
8) Gridiron Club, January 1900 (journalistic association founded in 1885 and 
based in Washington, DC)

Return to Table of Contents

Print Materials and Manuscript Volumes, 1784-1952
Physical Description: 10 boxes 
Scope and Contents

Printed materials in this series comes in many format and genres, and 
include short publications, broadsides, pamphlets, and piece of memorabilia 
and ephemera such as calling cards, programs, and cards. Some items 
were removed by library staff at acquisition, and transferred to the general 
collections holdings in Perkins Library.

Items related to the South Carolina West Indian Exposition of 1902 include 
stamps, tickets, invitations, souvenir cards and programs, an honorary 
certificate, and a 1902 U.S. House of Representatives bill promoted to pay the 
debts of the exposition.

Clippings, 1836-1925 Box 37

Printed material Box 38
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Broadsides Box 38

Volume (1) Box 40

Volumes (2) Box 41

Volumes (3) Box 42

Volumes (4) Box 43

Journal Box 43

Matthew Elder, Jr., autobiography, 1813-1892 Box 45

Biographical / Historical

Matthew Elder, Jr., was born in Cornwell, Chester County, South Carolina, 
January 3, 1813 to Matthew Elder and Janet B "Jennie" McKay. Rev. Matthew 
Elder married Jane Elizabeth Stinson and had 6 children. He passed away on 
1892 December 15 in Guthries, York County, South Carolina.

Volumes (5), including quote books and a letter 
book Box 45

Return to Table of Contents

Other Papers, 1845-1966

Various papers and notes Box 38

Invitations, calling cards, and other ephemera Box 39

Christmas and New Year cards Box 39

Menus Box 40

Miscellaneous cards, programs, and other 
memorabilia Box 40

Family history Box 45

Papers of James Calvin Hemphill II, 1954-1966 Box 46

Scope and Contents note

Includes letters, printed materials, photographs, and clippings. Letters 
largely regard his architecture firm.
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Return to Table of Contents

Oversize Material
Physical Description: 3 boxes; 1 folder 

Printed Material: Correspondence and 
certificates Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents note

Of note is a letter (dated 1882) including a printed skyline of San Francisco 
in 1851; also diplomas and certificates for various Hemphill family members, 
from the mid-1800s to the early 1900s; and original artwork with a caricature 
of Hemphill.

Correspondence and Sermons, 1861-1924 and 
undated Box 47

Physical Description: 28 items 

Editorials, articles, and speeches, 1841-1920 
and undated Box 47

Physical Description: 27 items 

Bills and receipts, 1822-1926 Box 47
Physical Description: 45 items 

Miscellany, 1907 and undated Box 47
Physical Description: 19 items 

Legal papers, clippings, printed materials, 
menus, and invitations, 1882-1926 and undated Box 47

Physical Description: 20 items 

Legal papers, clippings, printed materials, 
menus, and invitations (continued from Box 47) Box 48

Blueprints and House Resolutions, 1900s Box 48

Letterpress book, 1887-1894 Box 48

Scope and Contents

The first part of the correspondence in this letterbook dated June, 1887-
June, 1894 is that of F.W. Dawson, Sr., whose papers are also part of the 
Rubenstein Library's holdings.
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Volumes, 1866-1916
Physical Description: 38 volumes 
Scope and Contents note

There are additional volumes located in the Printed Materials and Manuscript 
Volumes series.

Hemphill, James Calvin: Letterbook, 1894 
June-1896 Jan. Charleston, S.C., 990 pp. Volume L:4258

Hemphill, James Calvin: Letterbook, 1896 
Jan.-1897 May. Charleston, S.C., 497 pp. Volume L:4259

Hemphill, James Calvin: Letterbook, 1897 
June-1898 Oct. Charleston, S.C., 498 pp. Volume L:4260

Hemphill, James Calvin: Letterbook, 1900 Aug.-
May 1903. Charleston, S.C., 507 pp. Volume L:4261

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1887-1888. 
Charleston, S.C., 200 pp. Volume F:4262

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1889-1890. 
179 pp. Volume F:4263

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1891-1892. 
178 pp. Volume F:4264

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1892-1895. 
Charleston, S.C., 200 pp. Volume F:4265

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1895-1897. 
Charleston, S.C., 201 pp. Volume F:4266

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1897-1899. 
Charleston, S.C., 179 pp. Volume F:4267

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1899-1901. 
196 pp. Volume F:4268

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1900 
Apr.-1901 Apr. Charleston, S.C., 186 pp. Volume F:4269
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Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1901 
Apr.-1901 Dec. Charleston, S.C., 198 pp. Volume F:4270

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1901-1902. 
Charleston, S.C., 109 pp. Volume F:4271

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1901 
Dec.-1902 Feb. Charleston, S.C., 199 pp. Volume F:4272

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1901-1903. 
Charleston, S.C., 296 pp. Volume F:4273

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1902 
Feb.-1902 June. Charleston, S.C., 230 pp. Volume F:4274

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1903-1904. 
196 pp. Volume F:4275

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1904-1906. 
199 pp. Volume F:4276

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1906-1907. 
200 pp. Volume F:4277

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1907-1908. 
Charleston, S.C., 200 pp. Volume F:4278

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1908-1910. 
220 pp. Volume F:4279

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1910. 194 
pp. Volume F:4280

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1910 
Nov.-1911 June. 189 pp. Volume F:4281

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1911 
July-1912 May. 218 pp. Volume F:4282

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1912-1916. 
Charleston, S.C., 200 pp. Volume F:4283

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1868-1895. 
Charleston, S.C., 84 pp. Volume L:5342

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1893-1894. 
Charleston, S.C., 28 pp. Volume F:5343
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Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1895. 
Charleston, S.C., 26 pp. Volume F:5344

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1892-1898. 
Charleston, S.C., 24 pp. Volume L:5345

Hemphill, James Calvin: Scrapbook, 1875-1907. 
Charleston, S.C., 223 pp. Volume F:5346

Hemphill, Robert Reid: Legal Case Book, 
1866-1880. Cleburne, Johnson Co., Texas; and 
Abbeville, S.C., 87 pp. Volume M:5347

Hemphill, Robert Reid: Scrapbook, 1873-1892. 
Abbeville, S.C., 13 pp. Volume M:5348

Hemphill, James Calvin: Daybook, 1880-1886. 
Charleston, S.C., 19 pp. Volume M:5940

Hemphill, James Calvin: Daybook, 1894-1897. 
Charleston, S.C., 157 pp. Volume M:5941

Hemphill, Robert Reid: Commonplace Book, 
undated. Abbeville, S.C., 25 pp. Volume M:5942

Hemphill, Robert Reid: Daybook, 1876-1882. 
Abbeville, S.C., 27 pp. Volume M:5943

Hemphill, Robert Reid (probably): Teacher's 
Record, undated. Abbeville, S.C., 28 pp. Volume M:5944

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 24 -


	Title Page
	Summary
	Biographical/Historical
	Scope and Content
	Arrangement
	Administrative Information
	Related Materials
	Names and Subjects
	Collection Inventory
	Correspondence
	Sermons
	Writings and Addresses
	Financial Papers
	Legal Papers
	Photographs
	Print Materials and Manuscript Volumes
	Other Papers
	Oversize Material
	Volumes, 1866-1916

