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Summary

Collection Title:
Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo papers, 1993-1997, 2007

Creator:
Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette

Abstract:
Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo is Professor Emerita of Sociology at the University of 
Southern California. The Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo papers comprises interviews 
with female domestic worker residents of Los Angeles between 1993 and 1996. 
Most of the interviewees come from Latin America. The interviews address a 
wide variety of topics: job searching and recruiters, relationships with employers, 
employment history, work-related injuries, job content, food habits, childcare, 
motherhood, wages, and transportation.

Extent:
2.75 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English and Spanish.

Collection ID:
RL.13040

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m19172

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo papers, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

The Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo papers comprises interviews with female 
domestic worker residents of Los Angeles between 1993 and 1996. Most of the 
interviewees come from Latin America. The interviews address a wide variety of 
topics: job searching and recruiters, relationships with employers, employment 
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history, work-related injuries, job content, food habits, childcare, motherhood, 
wages, and transportation. In general terms, the interviews describe in depth 
and detail the day-to-day lives of the domestic workers from their own voice 
and perspective. The interviews also address the lives of the interviewees 
before migration, their emotions and feelings about migration, and their future 
plans. To a lesser extent, the collection includes interviews with employers. 
These interviews address the content of the job, the characteristics required 
of employees, and the relationship between employer and employee. Most of 
the interviews were conducted in Spanish. The interviews were used to write 
Hondagneu-Sotelo's book Domestica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring 
in the Shadows of Affluence. The collection also includes a short story about 
labor exploitation published by the Domestic Workers Association, and a copy of 
the book Domestica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of 
Affluence.

Biographical/Historical

Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo is Professor Emerita of Sociology at the University 
of Southern California. She grew up in the San Francisco Bay area, California, 
and graduated from the University of California, Berkeley in 1990. She has 
written more than ten books addressing the relationships among gender, work, 
race, social justice, and religion in Latina/o immigrant's communities based 
in the U.S., mainly in California. Her research interests include international 
migration, gender and migration, Latino/a sociology, informal sector work and 
occupations, and religion and social movements.

Bio sources: http://www.hondagneu-sotelo.org/ https://dornsife.usc.edu/profile/
pierrette-hondagneu-sotelo/

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo papers were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2023.

Processing Information

Processed by Ofelia Lopez, December, 2023.

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2023-0061.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Immigrants -- California -- Los Angeles -- Social conditions
• Industrial relations
• Job hunting
• Women household employees
• Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette
• Domestic Workers Association Limited

Collection Inventory

E.R., M.A.,, 1995 August-October Box 1

K.H., 1995 March 16 Box 1

C.A., C.R., G.H., 1993, 1995 Box 1
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Sara Cohen, Nancy Cervantes, Michelle Yu, 1994, 
1997 Box 1

E.L., T.C., E.C., 1995-1996 Box 1

P.P., L.V., 1995 June-October Box 1

M.C., G.V., 1996 May 13-17 Box 1

B.G., Mari, M de la C., 1993, 1995 Box 1

L.J., J.T.A., M.G., 1994, 1995, 1997 Box 1

B.F., K.S., J.P., 1995 July Box 1

B.M., B.V., M.G., Ladies' Lunch, 1995, 1996, 1997 Box 1

K.K., V.L., M.D.,D.W., 1993 Box 1

T.M., E.T.W., E.P., 1993 Box 1

Employers Interviews: L.J., N.C., L.L.,J.W., M.E., 
1993 Box 1

Childhood Memo, approximately 1990s Box 1

Employers Interviews: R.H., N.F., E.,Z., F.C., A.E., 
1993 Box 2

Non-Interview Materials, approximately 1990s Box 2

Scope and Contents

This folder contains a comic book about labor exploitation published by the 
Domestic Workers Association.

Domestica Immigrant Workers Cleaning and 
Caring in the Shadows of Affluence, 2007 Box 2

Scope and Contents

Book
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