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Summary

Collection Title:
John Warfield Johnston papers, 1778-1890

Creator:
Johnston, John W. (John Warfield)

Abstract:
Collection includes papers of Johnston and of his wife, Nicketti Virginia (Floyd) 
Johnston, of her parents, John Floyd, governor of Virginia, and Letitia (Preston) 
Floyd, Letitia's brother, Francis Smith Preston, and other members of the Preston 
family. Includes letters, fictional and political writings, and other papers, including 
many references to plantation life, Virginia and national politics, pioneers of 
southwestern Virginia and genealogical material on the Breckinridge, Buchanan, 
Floyd, Preston, and other Virginia families.

Extent:
2.5 Linear Feet (5 boxes, 416 items.)

Physical Location:
For current information on the location of these materials, please consult the 
Library's online catalog.

Language:
English

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.10125

Permalink:
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/johnstonjohnw/

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], the John Warfield Johnston Papers, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

This collection contains papers of John Warfield Johnston, United States Senator 
from Virginia, his wife, Nicketti (Floyd) Johnston, and other members of the 
Johnston, Preston, and Floyd families. The papers of John Warfield Johnston and 
Nicketti (Floyd) Johnston contain personal correspondence and letters from 
their children, including letters, 1886, from Joseph Beverly Johnston who was 
with the Alaska Commercial Company in Ounalaska [Unalaska], Alaska. There 
are several manuscripts of John Warfield Johnston, including an autobiography, 
reminiscences of his senatorial career, short stories, and essays on the period 
of the American Revolution, the Republican Party, General Joseph Eggleston 
Johnston, and currency problems.

The collection also contains the papers of Francis Smith Preston (1765-1835) 
and his sister, Letitia (Preston) Floyd concerning pioneer life, plantation 
management, politics in Virginia and the nation, and family and personal affairs, 
the papers of the children of John Floyd and Letitia (Preston) Floyd relating to 
family matters, Roman Catholicism, the experiences of George Rogers Clark 
Floyd as a territorial official in Wisconsin in the 1840s, and the early career of 
George Frederick Holmes, the husband of Eliza Lavalette Floyd. It also has a 
letter, 1863, of Joseph Eggleston Johnston to his wife, Lydia (McLane) Johnston, 
justifying his actions in the Vicksburg campaign and letters of John Warfield 
Johnston, father of John Warfield Johnston, and his wife, Louisa (Bower) 
Johnston, including personal and family correspondence and a few letters to 
Johnston from John Peter Mettauer.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

103 Perkins Library, Duke University
Durham 27708-0185
919-660-5822
askRL@duke.edu
URL: http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Researchers must register and agree to copyright and privacy laws before using 
this collection.

All or portions of this collection may be housed off-site in Duke University's 
Library Service Center. The library may require up to 48-hours to retrieve these 
materials for research use.

Please contact Research Services staff before visiting the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library to use this collection.

Acquisition Information

The John Warfield Johnston Papers were acquired by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library through a purchase in 1966.

Processing Information

Processed by Rubenstein Library staff.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.
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Names and Subjects

• Virginia -- Genealogy
• Virginia -- History
• Virginia -- Politics and government
• Land settlement -- Virginia
• Plantation life -- Virginia
• Governors -- Virginia
• Floyd, John B. (John Buchanan), 1806-1863
• Breckinridge family
• Floyd family
• Buchanan family
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• Floyd, Letitia Preston
• Johnston, Nicketti Virginia Floyd
• Johnston, John W. (John Warfield)
• Preston, Francis
• Preston family

Collection Inventory

John Warfield Johnston papers, 1778-1890

Correspondence, 1778-1844 Box 1

Correspondence, 1845-1906 and undated Box 2

Writings: Fiction, undated Box 3

Writings: Nonfiction, biographical, political, 
undated Box 4

Printed material, misc., undated Box 5

Photographs, undated Box 5
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