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Summary

Collection Title:
Kanto Earthquake materials, 1923 and undated

Abstract:
Materials from the aftermath of the earthquake that struck the Japanese region 
of KantoÌ„ on September 1, 1923. Includes a map of Tokyo and the disaster area; 
another map of the fire in Tokyo, with text in English and Japanese; a copy of the 
special issue International Graphic Magazine from September/October 1923; 
a photo-illustrated pamphlet; 18 postcards with color-tinted photographs; and 
a scrapbook of photographs and newsprint about the event. An additional 120 
postcards, largely black-and-white photographs (some with captions), were added 
in 2016.

Extent:
2.5 Linear Feet (2 boxes)
146 Items

Language:
Material in Japanese

Collection ID:
RL.00767

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1r338

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Kanto Earthquake Materials, Rare Book, Manuscript, 
and Special Collections Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Materials in this collection include a mixture of formats documenting the 
aftermath of the Kanto earthquake. A set of 18 postcards, tinted with color 
in some cases, contain photographs of wrangled railroad systems, destroyed 
buildings, evacuees, and mass casualties from the earthquake. And additional 
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120 postcards with similar content, some with Japanese captions, were added 
in 2016. There is a photo-illustrated pamphlet, which includes black and white 
images of the devestated areas. Also included is a copy of International Graphic 
Magazine, which includes reporting in Japanese as well as images from the 
disaster. This magazine appears to be missing its back cover. Two special issues 
of   Daishinsai Shashin Gaho, from September and October 1923, include 
photo illustrations of destruction along with early attempts at rescue and 
recovery. Finally, the collection includes two folded color maps of Tokyo and the 
affected area, and a scrapbook of newsprint and printed images from after the 
earthquake. The scrapbook has been bound as a folio, and its news articles are 
also in Japanese.

Biographical/Historical

The Great Kanto earthquake struck the Japanese island of Honshu at 11:58 
a.m. on September 1, 1923. With a magnitude of 8.3 on the Richter scale, the 
earthquake leveled Tokyo and the surrounding areas of Yokohama, Chiba, 
Kanagawa, and Shizouka. Along with the destruction of buildings and land, the 
earthquake resulted in widespread fires, as many people had been cooking their 
lunch around the time that the earthquake struck. A simultaneous typhoon in 
Northern Japan led to high winds that caused firestorms in cities across the 
region.

Estimated casualties from the earthquake and the resulting fires range from 
100,000 to 150,000 people. About 2 million people were left homeless. Over 
the next several years, Tokyo was rebuilt with stricter safety standards, and 
more parks were added to offer open spaces as refuges. In 1960, the Japanese 
government declared September 1 to be Disaster Prevention Day.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special 
Collections Library.

Acquisition Information

The Kanto Earthquake Materials were received by the Rare Book, Manuscript, 
and Special Collections Library as a purchase from the Boston Book Company in 
2007. Its collector is unknown. Additions were purchased in 2016 and 2017.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, February 2010; updated 2016

Encoded by Meghan Lyon, February 2010

Updated to include addition by Alice Poffinberger, November 2017

Accession(s) described in this finding aid: 2010-0037, 2016-0046, 2017-0163

Materials may not have been ordered and described beyond their original 
condition.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

This material was acquired along with a book on the event, Taisho^ Daishin 
kasaishi, which is a circulating item at Duke's Lilly Library.

Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• Postcards
• Scrapbooks
• Japan -- Earthquakes
• Earthquakes -- Japan -- Kanto Region
• Kanto Earthquake, Japan, 1923
• Maps

Collection Inventory

Postcards (18 items), 1923, undated (online item 
available) Box 1
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 001
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 002
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 003
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 004
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 005
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 006
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 007
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 008
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 009
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 010
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 011
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 012
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 013
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 014
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 015
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 016
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 017
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 018
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https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4dn41p9k
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4qb9x032
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4pn9084r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4cj89d42
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4959f23q
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r40p0zj73
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4vh5fb8m
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4902188g
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4n29r132
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4qb9x02k
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r43j3bv2z
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r49z9257c
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4gb2098h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4xw49q02
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4668bc41
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r45719g3v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r49k47m44
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4qn6153h
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Postcards (120 items), 1923, undated (online 
item available) Box 2
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 019
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 020
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 021
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 022
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 023
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 024
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 025
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 026
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 027
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 028
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 029
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 030
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 031
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 032
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 033
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 034
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 035
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 036
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 037
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 038
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 039
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 040
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 041
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 042
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 043
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 044
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 045
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 046
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 047
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 048
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 049
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https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r44748k24
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4k64cm6f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4v11xd5h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4b56fz41
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4zc7tn8h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r44f1pb98
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4j96239x
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4wh2g78v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r48050c7r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4sb3zs15
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4cc0wm9f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4rn3221s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4pk08v71
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4m32q42w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4jq0vp12
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4ww78t38
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4057fk9s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4416vs7z
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4f18v799
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r41835w4x
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r40001t5n
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4sx66402
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4z89481n
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4sq8sb5w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r41c1w859
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4hd7qm46
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4251hd1v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r48p5x409
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4t14wh39
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4n874s86
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4t43kw73
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Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 050
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 051
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 052
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 053
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 054
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 055
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 056
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 057
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 058
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 059
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 060
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 061
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 062
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 063
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 064
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 065
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 066
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 067
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 068
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 069
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 070
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 071
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 072
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 073
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 074
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 075
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 076
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 077
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 078
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 079
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 080
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 081
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 082
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https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r48g8hb22
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4c82676h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r47s7km0x
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4bk18h4c
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4k93311r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4w08z937
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4c53gv3s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4qr4qj4g
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4fx75r8v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4348j91j
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r41835w6w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4zw1bk96
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4rn32209
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4td9q271
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r45b00v7n
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4h12x20w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4wm15n1s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4qn61521
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4cr5q629
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4th8df7w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4sn02z04
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4m040r1h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4fb4zd8w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4dr2r312
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r41v5d71g
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4fj2c651
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r41z43m58
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4513wp76
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r47p8w68g
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4nk37z7s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4513wp8p
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4pc2w34v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4zg6j179
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Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 083
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 084
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 085
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 086
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 087
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 088
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 089
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 090
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 091
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 092
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 093
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 094
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 095
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 096
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 097
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 098
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 099
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 100
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 101
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 102
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 103
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 104
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 105
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 106
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 107
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 108
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 109
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 110
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 111
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 112
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 113
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 114
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 115
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https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4mw2b790
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r45h7dn1d
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r49884f61
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4639mz9q
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4kw59b9r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r42n51b5f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4dz04v85
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4qf8mc4d
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4251hd0c
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4kp7wk08
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r45719g4b
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4dj5b95s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4542m29f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4fq9s01r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4w66c298
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4b56fz3j
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4rv0ft8h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4bz6327m
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r44m9346v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r47942n63
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4j09xz1n
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r46d5r496
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4tq5t754
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r49g5j729
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4ms3mv5s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4gx46n64
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r45d8q79z
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4833ps1s
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4xd0sr4w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4p845p8f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4g44kj4f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4xg9h491
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4s17vm2k
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Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 116
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 117
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 118
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 119
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 120
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 121
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 122
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 123
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 124
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 125
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 126
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 127
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 128
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 129
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 130
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 131
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 132
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 133
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 134
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 135
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 136
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 137
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 138
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 139
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 140
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 141
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 142
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 143
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 144
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 145
Digital Object: Kanto Earthquake Materials, postcard 146
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https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4v981k5d
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r48w39w3g
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4rj4bn9x
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r45t3hs9w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4xk86j00
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4nz82h9j
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4ng4jk6f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4pr7pn3r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4319tw7q
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4p26rx4c
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r44b2zz8h
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4x34pk59
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r41j9924v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4ws8kd7w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r40r9nx8w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r43f4ng23
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4h991686
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r47h1gf2c
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4v69b58j
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4jh3fw49
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4sf2p56v
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r42b8x550
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r48s4mh1n
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4js9k23r
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4q23st34
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4dn41p83
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4z31qg80
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4tt4hm6g
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r47d2s19f
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r48s4mh05
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4902189z


Guide to the Kanto Earthquake Materials, 1923 and undated

Daishinsai Shashin Gaho (Osaka Asahi 
Shinbunsha), Vols. 1-3, September and October, 
1923 Box 1

International Graphic Magazine, September/
October Taisho^ 12, 1923 Box 1

"Daishinsai Shashincho" illustrated pamphlet, 
1923 Box 1

"Taisho^ Daishinkasai Tokyo Panorama 
Chizu" (folded color map) Box 1

Map of the fire of Tokyo (folded color map), 
undated Box 1

Scrapbook, 1923 Box 1

- Page 11 -


	Title Page
	Summary
	Biographical/Historical
	Scope and Content
	Administrative Information
	Related Materials
	Names and Subjects
	Collection Inventory

