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Collection Title:
Fanny Kemble letter to Miss Patteson, 10 May 1885

Creator:
Kemble, Fanny, 1809-1893

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Autograph manuscript letter with postmarked envelope from the actress and
writer Fanny Kemble in London to Miss Patteson in Andover, 10 May, 1889. Kemble
thanks Miss Patteson for sending photographs, mentioning that she particularly
values one of Bishop Patteson. She says she is "glad Lord Coleridge thought Lenox
(Mass.) pretty. It has always seemed to me a charming mountain village." Frances
Anne "Fanny" Kemble was a British actress, writer, and abolitionist. She was born
into a theater family; her acting career spanned the years 1829-1868. Kemble
acted to support herself, but she was most passionate about writing, and was an
accomplished playwright, poet, and diarist. She married the Pierce Mease Butler,
an American who subsequently inherited his family' plantations. After spending
time in Georgia, Kemble became an abolitionist and later divorced her husband.
In 1863, Kemble published her anti-slavery memoir, Journal of a Residence on a
Georgian Plantation in 1838-1839, which is said to have influenced the British
against supporting the Confederacy in the Civil War. Kemble's own family was
divided on that issue, as her elder daughter sided with her mother, while her
younger daughter returned to Georgia with her father. Frances Butler Leigh
published Ten Years on a Georgia Plantation Since the War (1883) as a rebuttal to
her mother's memoir. Kemble's success as a Shakespearean actress enabled her to
buy a cottage in Lenox, Massachusetts. Her correspondent, Miss Patteson, is the
daughter of Frances Duke Patteson, a niece of the poet Samuel Coleridge Taylor;
the Lord Coleridge mentioned in the letter is John Duke Coleridge (1820-1894),
the 2nd Lord Chief Justice of England. Bishop Patteson refers to Miss Patteson's
sister, John Patteson (1827-1871), who became an Anglican martyr after being
killed doing mission work in the Solomon Islands.

Extent:
0.1 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11637
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Background

Scope and Content

Autograph manuscript letter with postmarked envelope from the actress and
writer Fanny Kemble in London to Miss Patteson in Andover, 10 May, 1889.
Kemble thanks Miss Patterson for sending photographs, mentioning that she
particularly values one of Bishop Patteson. She says she is "glad Lord Coleridge
thought Lenox (Mass.) pretty. It has always seemed to me a charming mountain
village."

Biographical/Historical

Frances Anne "Fanny" Kemble was a British actress, writer, and abolitionist.
She was born into a theater family; her acting career spanned the years
1829-1868. Kemble acted to support herself, but she was most passionate about
writing, and was an accomplished playwright, poet, and diarist. She married
Pierce Mease Butler, an American who subsequently inherited his family's
plantations. After spending time in Georgia, Kemble became an abolitionist
and later divorced her husband. In 1863, Kemble published her anti-slavery
memoir, Journal of a Residence on a Georgian Plantation in 1838-1839, which
is said to have influenced the British against supporting the Confederacy in the
Civil War. Kemble's own family was divided on that issue, as her elder daughter
sided with her mother, while her younger daughter returned to Georgia with
her father. Frances Butler Leigh published Ten Years on a Georgia Plantation
Since the War (1883) as a rebuttal to her mother's memoir. Kemble's success
as a Shakespearean actress enabled her to buy a cottage in Lenox, Mass. Her
correspondent, Miss Patteson, is the daughter of Frances Duke Patteson, a
niece of the poet Samuel Coleridge Taylor; the Lord Coleridge mentioned

in the letter is John Duke Coleridge (1820-1894), the 2nd Lord Chief Justice

of England. Bishop Patteson refers to Miss Patteson's sister, John Patteson
(1827-1871), who became an Anglican martyr after being killed doing mission
work in the Solomon Islands.

- Page 4 -


https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1fk9k

Guide to the Fanny Kemble letter, 10 May, 1885

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive

Duke University

Durham 27708

askRL@duke.edu

URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book &
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information
The Fanny Kemble letter was received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book &
Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Megan Lewis, June, 2018

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0050-LUBMSS275
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Names and Subjects

* Coleridge, John Duke Coleridge, Baron, 1820-1894

* Patteson, John Coleridge, 1827-1871

» Baskin, Lisa Unger, former owner

* Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

* Lisa Unger Baskin Collection (David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript
Library)

Collection Inventory

Letter, 10 May, 1885 Folder 1
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