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Summary

Collection Title:
Charles Edwards Lester letter and newspaper clipping, 1845, 1887

Creator:
Lester, C. Edwards (Charles Edwards), 1815-1890

Abstract:
Charles Edwards Lester was an American author and diplomat. Collection 
comprises an invitation written by Lester to Unitarian ministers at a New York 
convention (1845 October 20), along with a newspaper clipping on Lester (1887 
December 31). The invitation asks the Unitarian ministers to see an ivory sculpture 
of Christ, and mentions sculptor Hiram Powers' opinion of the work.

Extent:
0.1 Linear Feet (2 items)

Language:
English

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11448

Permalink:
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/lestercedwards/

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Charles Edwards Lester Letter and Newspaper 
Clipping, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke 
University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection comprises an invitation written by Lester to Unitarian ministers at 
a New York convention (1845 October 20), along with a newspaper clipping on 
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Lester (1887 December 31). The invitation asks the Unitarian ministers to see 
an ivory sculpture of Christ, and mentions sculptor Hiram Powers' opinion of 
the work.

Biographical/Historical

Charles Edwards Lester was an American author and diplomat. Lester was 
born in Griswold, Connecticut, a descendant of Jonathan Edwards. He was 
of a roving disposition and traveled widely in the United States and Europe. 
He was admitted to the bar in Mississippi and later was ordained a minister 
in the Presbyterian church. In 1840, he addressed antislavery meetings in 
Massachusetts and was elected a delegate to the London antislavery conference 
of that year. He did not return to the United States after the close of the 
conference but remained in England. His The Glory and Shame of England, 
published in New York in 1841, criticized England's antislavery professions. In 
1842, President Tyler appointed Lester United States Consul at Genoa.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Researchers must register and agree to copyright and privacy laws before using 
this collection.

All or portions of this collection may be housed off-site in Duke University's 
Library Service Center. The library may require up to 48 hours to retrieve these 
materials for research use.

- Page 4 -

mailto:askRL@duke.edu
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/


Guide to the Charles Edwards Lester Letter and Newspaper Clipping, 1845, 1887

Please contact Research Services staff before visiting the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library to use this collection.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Charles Edwards Lester Letter and Newspaper Clipping were received 
by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 
2016.

Processing Information

Processed by Alice L. Poffinberger, April, 2017

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2016-0197
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Names and Subjects

• Lester, C. Edwards (Charles Edwards), 1815-1890
• Powers, Hiram, 1805-1873

Collection Inventory

Letter and newspaper clipping Folder 1
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