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Summary

Collection Title:
William P. Littell papers, 1901-2020

Creator:
Littell, William P.

Source:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Abstract:
William P. Littell was an advertising executive at the Chicago office of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan (a subsidiary of the Interpublic Group) from 1922-1964. The William Littell 
papers include photographs, biographical information, correspondence, writings 
and other printed materials. The bulk of the collection consists of materials 
compiled for an advertising instructional course and proposed public relations 
campaigns for Barry Goldwater and Richard Nixon. Acquired as part of the John W. 
Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
0.2 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11874

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1sx5m

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], William P. Littell papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

The William Littell papers include photographs, biographical information, 
correspondence, writings and other printed materials. The bulk of the collection 
consists of materials compiled for an advertising instructional course and 
proposed public relations campaigns for Barry Goldwater and Richard Nixon.

Biographical/Historical

William P. Littell was an advertising executive at the Chicago office of Ruthrauff 
& Ryan from 1922-1964.

William Paul Littell was born in 1901 in Illinois. He began working at Ruthrauff 
& Ryan in Chicago in 1922. Littell was named Vice president in 1933 and 
elected a Director in 1943. Littell served as Manager of the Chicago Office until 
his retirement in 1964. He died in 1990 in Illinois.

Ruthrauff & Ryan agency was founded in 1912 by Wilbur Ruthrauff and Fritz 
Ryan. The agency merged with Erwin Wasey in 1957 and became Erwin Wasey 
Ruthrauff & Ryan (EWR&R). The agency was acquired by the Interpublic Group 
in 1963 and Ruthrauff & Ryan dropped from the name in 1964.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
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Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The William P. Littell papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2020.

Processing Information

Processed by Richard Collier, Feb. 2021;

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2020-0106.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Advertising
• Advertising agencies -- United States
• Advertising executives -- United States
• Political campaigns -- United States.
• John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History
• Goldwater, Barry M. (Barry Morris), 1909-1998
• Nixon, Richard M. (Richard Milhous), 1913-1994
• Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc.
• Interpublic Group of Companies
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Collection Inventory

Barry Goldwater files, 1964 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Biographical material, 1901-2020 Box 1

Course materials--How to succeed in the 
advertising business, 1930s Box 1

Letter from Leonard Reiss (Schwab/Beatty), 1978 Box 1

Photographs, 1920s-1980s Box 1

Poem--I am an Antique, 1950s Box 1

Richard Nixon files, 1973-1974 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 
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