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Summary

Collection Title:
Lucy Randolph Mason papers, 1912-1954

Creator:
Mason, Lucy Randoph, 1882-1959

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Lucy Randolph Mason (1882-1959) was a white suffragist and labor activist who 
served for over fourteen years as the Public Relations Representative for the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) in the South. Collection contains 
correspondence, writings, speeches, and notes, papers related to Mason's labor 
activism and other interests, and clippings. Collection material largely documents 
Mason's work for the CIO, especially how she worked to positively change public 
attitudes towards organized labor, her local interventions on behalf of labor 
organizers and striking workers, and the relationship between Christianity and 
labor unions.

Extent:
9.75 Linear Feet

Language:
Material in English.

Collection ID:
RL.00854

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m10p9k

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Lucy Randolph Mason Papers, David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection material largely documents Mason's work for the CIO, especially 
her efforts to improve public attitudes towards organized labor; her local 
interventions on behalf of labor organizers and striking workers; and her role 
and the relationship between Christianity and labor unions.

The Correspondence series contains correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, 
as well as related accompanying materials, dating from 1917 to 1954. The 
correspondence is largely professional and documents Mason's work as the 
CIO's Public Relations Representative, although some pieces of personal 
correspondence are scattered throughout the series.

The Writings, Speeches, and Notes series contains much of Lucy Mason's 
work output as the CIO's Public Relations Representative, It is largely 
composed of her writings and associated drafts and notes, her speeches and 
associated notes, and the field notes and memoranda that she created during 
or shortly after site visits to towns or workplaces. This series also contains 
drafts of Mason's CIO memoirs, To Win These Rights, as well as other shorter 
publications and by Mason, at times writing as Lucy Cary. Also of interest are 
Mason's field notes, which give hyper-local and detailed insight into a given 
town or company's attitudes towards organized labor and their employment 
policies and history.

The Labor and Activism Papers series contains publications, printed materials, 
administrative materials, and other items related to the organizations, people, 
events, and causes with which Lucy Mason was involved. Materials in this 
series largely document Mason's work with and interest in labor unions, union-
affiliated organizations, and Christian organizations, as well as Mason's interest 
in voting issues, pacifism, interracial cooperation, and racial equality for Black 
Americans.

The Clippings series contains newspaper and magazine clippings largely from 
Southern newspapers, as well as a few typescript copies of articles, related to 
Lucy Mason's many interests and causes.

Common topics that recur throughout the collection include: Southern textile 
mills; economic problems in the South; workers' rights to organize and strike; 
violation of workers' rights by company staff and anti-union citizens; violence 
against labor organizers and striking workers, particularly police violence; 
strikes; the relationship between Christianity and labor, especially how 
Christian principles support unionization; racial tensions between white and 
Black workers in the South; the importance of interracial unionization; civil 
rights for Black Americans; Southern newspapers and their treatment of labor 
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unions; the education of workers; voting issues, including women's suffrage, 
poll taxes, the county unit system in Georgia, and voter intimidation; labor- and 
union-related legislation and policies; Communism, especially its conflation 
with labor organization; fascism and white supremacy; and the effects of World 
War II upon labor and unions; Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency; and Georgia 
politics.

Recurring correspondents, names, and organizations represented in this 
collection include: Allan S. Haywood, John L. Lewis, Jonathan Daniels 
(Raleigh News & Observer), Eleanor Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Paul 
Christopher, Virginus Dabney (  Richmond Times-Dispatch), Ralph Jones (
 Atlanta Constitution), Philip Murray, Bernard "Buck" Borah, Robert Ramspeck, 
Ellis Arnall, Van A. Bittner, Margaret Fisher, Robert Starnes, Brownie Lee Jones, 
Myles Horton, John G. Ramsay, George Baldanzi, Gladys Dickason; Congress 
of Industrial Organizations (CIO), United Mine Workers of America (UMWA), 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America (ACWA), Textile Workers Union of 
America (TWUA), Textile Workers Organizing Committee (TWOC), American 
Federation of Labor (AFL), National Association of Manufacturers (NAM); 
the Federal Council of Churches and its Department of Church and Economic 
Life, Highlander Folk School, the National Religion and Labor Foundation, the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF), the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, the Southern Regional Council (SRC), the Southern School for 
Workers; and staff from the Civil Rights Section of the Department of Justice, 
including Victor Rotnem, Toxey Hall, Tom Clark, A. Abbot Rosen, and T. Vincent 
Quinn.

Biographical/Historical

Lucy Randolph Mason (1882-1959) was a white suffragist and labor activist who 
worked for over fourteen years with the Congress of Industrial Organizations 
(CIO) as its Public Relations Representative in the South. Born in Virginia on 
1882 July 26, Lucy Randolph Mason was the daughter of Rev. Landon Randolph 
and Lucy (Ambler) Mason and a descendant of George Mason. Her parents 
instilled in her an active interest in social problems, and she devoted her life to 
improving economic and working conditions for women, factory workers, and 
Black Americans. Mason taught herself stenography and typing, went to work 
in a law office in Richmond, Virginia, and became active in the Richmond Equal 
Suffrage League and the League of Women Voters. During this time (1906-1914) 
she published several newspaper articles and pamphlets in support of women's 
suffrage under the pseudonym of Lucy Cary.

Mason served as industrial secretary for the Richmond YWCA from 1914 to 
1918 and then as its general secretary from 1923 to 1932. During her time with 
the Richmond YWCA, Mason encouraged economic reform in the Black business 
community, interracial cooperation, and equality for Black citizens. In 1931 
she was employed for two months by the National Consumers League to work 
with the Southern Council on Women and Children in Industry in an attempt 
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to create more favorable public attitudes toward child labor legislation and 
restrictions on working hours for women and children in factories.

In 1937 Mason moved to Atlanta, Georgia, to assume a post with the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations (CIO) in the South, first on its Textile Workers 
Organizing Committee (TWOC) and then as its Public Relations Representative. 
A vaguely defined role, Mason essentially served as an ambassador for the CIO 
and as an advisor to labor organizers, striking workers, and unions. During her 
time with the CIO, Mason represented labor interests during strikes and visited 
communities where the CIO was attempting to organize workers. These visits 
often entailed Mason traveling alone to small towns; confronting anti-union law 
enforcement, companies, and citizens; helping labor organizers who had been 
threatened, beaten or otherwise harmed, or arrested; and filing complaints with 
the Department of Justice's Civil Rights Section. Through her site visits, Mason 
played an imporant role in the CIO's post-World War II "Operation Dixie," which 
aimed to organize as many labor unions in the South as possible. In addition 
to this work, Mason attended many college conferences, made speeches, 
wrote articles, and carried on an extensive correspondence with labor leaders, 
politicians, journalists, manufacturers, and church representatives. Mason 
believed strongly that Christian principles and beliefs supported laborers' right 
to organize, and much of her work in the later 1940s and early 1950s focused 
on the relationship between churches and organized labor. She also continually 
emphasized the importance of organizing both white and Black workers to 
ameliorate economic and racial problems in the South.

Due to failing health, Mason stopped traveling for the CIO in early 1951 and 
spent the next year gathering information for and writing her CIO memoirs. 
Shortly before retiring in 1952, Mason published these memoirs, entitled To Win 
These Rights. Lucy Mason died in 1959 at the age of 77 in Atlanta.

Sources consulted: John A. Salmond, Miss Lucy of the CIO: The Life and Times 
of Lucy Randolph Mason, 1882-1959 (University of Georgia Press, 1988); "Key 
People in Labor History: Lucy Randolph Mason," AFL-CIO website (accessed 
2025 June 05).

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged into the following series: Correspondence; Writings, Speeches, and 
Notes; Labor and Activism Papers; Clippings.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Lucy Randolph Mason papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gifts from Lucy Randolph Mason and 
George S. Mitchell from 1953-1954. Originally acquired as part of Duke 
University Library's Labor Archives.

Processing Information

Originally processed by Rubenstein Library staff. Encoded by Paula Jeannet, 
March 2011. Collection rehoused by Tracy M. Jackson in 2022; minor finding 
aid updates in 2024.

Reprocessed by Leah Tams, June 2025. Reprocessed to enhance collection-, 
series-, and file-level notes and to better organize and describe what was 
previously described as Miscellany and Printed Materials.
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Accessions described in this collection guide: 48-1553, 48-1559, 48-1717, 
48-1889.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Researchers may also be interested in the following Rubenstein Library 
collections:

Congress of Industrial Organizations records on Operation Dixie, 1909-1957.

Melville L. Kress papers, 1947-1981.

Joel B. Leighton papers, 1942-1943.

Boyd Ellsworth Payton papers, 1929-1946.

The Rubenstein Library also holds several collections of Textile Workers Union 
of America (TWUA) records that may be of interest to researchers.

Separated Material

The following titles were separated in 2025 June for individual cataloging:

The Divine Discontent (1912 or 1913) by Lucy Randolph Mason.   Economic 
Justice (1949-1953), published by the National Religion and Labor Foundation. 
 Facts (1948-1953), published by the Atlanta League of Women Voters.   Let 
People Know! (1945-1946), issued by the Committee for Georgia.   The Religious 
and Social Aspect of the Suffrage Movement (1912) by Lucy Randolph Mason 
(under the pseudonym Lucy Cary).   Standards for Workers in Southern Industry
(1931) by Lucy Randolph Mason.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• African Americans -- Civil rights -- Southern States
• African American labor union members -- Southern States
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• Labor -- Religious aspects -- Christianity -- Southern States
• Labor laws and legislation -- United States
• Labor leaders -- United States
• Labor unions -- Southern States -- Public Opinion
• Labor unions and communism -- Southern States
• Labor unions and education -- Southern States
• Labor union members -- Abuse of -- Southern States
• Right to strike -- Southern States
• Suffragists -- Southern States
• Textile factories -- Southern States
• Textile workers -- Southern States
• Women -- Suffrage -- Southern States
• World War, 1939-1945 -- Economic aspects -- United States
• Working class -- Southern States
• Georgia -- Politics and government
• Southern States -- Race relations -- Economic aspects
• Southern States -- Economic conditions
• Arnall, Ellis Gibbs, 1907-1992
• Baldanzi, George, 1907-1972
• Bittner, Van A. (Van Amberg), 1885-1949
• Christopher, Paul R., 1910-1974
• Daniels, Jonathan, 1902-1981
• Dickason, Gladys
• Haywood, Allan S., 1888-1953
• Hillman, Sidney, 1887-1946
• Horton, Myles (Myles Falls), 1905-1990
• Jones, Brownie Lee, 1897-1980
• Lewis, John L. (John Llewellyn), 1880-1969
• Mason, Lucy Randoph, 1882-1959
• Mitchell, George Sinclair, 1902-1962
• Murray, Philip, 1886-1952
• Ramsay, John (John Gates), 1902-1991
• Roosevelt, Eleanor, 1884-1962
• Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945
• Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America
• American Federation of Labor
• Congress of Industrial Organizations (U.S.)
• Congress of Industrial Organizations (U.S.). Textile Workers Organizing 

Committee
• Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. Department of the 

Church and Economic Life
• Highlander Folk School (Monteagle, Tenn.)
• National Religion and Labor Foundation (U.S.)
• Southern Conference Educational Fund
• Southern Conference for Human Welfare
• Southern Regional Council
• Southern School for Workers (Richmond, Va.)
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• Textile Workers Union of America
• United States. Department of Justice. Civil Rights Section
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Collection Inventory

Correspondence, 1917-1954

Arranged chronologically.

Scope and Contents

This series contains correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, as well as related 
accompanying materials, dating from 1917 to 1954. The correspondence is 
largely professional and documents Mason's work as the CIO's Public Relations 
Representative, although some pieces of personal correspondence are scattered 
throughout the series. The bulk of the correspondence dates from 1937 and 
later, and most of it is directly to or from Mason. Throughout the series, Mason 
corresponds with Southern politicians, educators, church leaders, newspaper 
editors, the Department of Justice, labor organizers, unions, and many others in 
an attempt to positively influence opinions, policies, and laws about labor and 
unions. Also present throughout the correspondence are requests from workers 
or labor organizers for Mason's help or intervention, along with Mason's 
resulting letters to the Department of Justice's Civil Rights Section. Other 
common types of correspondence sent or received include information requests, 
literature or resource recommendations, requests for Mason to speak at college 
campuses or conferences, and contact suggestions and introductions.

Also present in most of the correspondence 1937 to early 1951 are monthly 
reports submitted as long-form letters by Mason to her supervisor, typically 
Allan S. Haywood. These monthly reports provide details about Mason's 
activities and work, including workplaces visited, contacts made, work 
published, union organization progress in different towns and industries, and 
more. There are some gaps in the monthly reports, especially during the United 
States' participation in World War II.

Correspondence between Mason and Eleanor Roosevelt spans the years 1937 
to 1952 and primarily consists of Mason sending information or clippings 
to Roosevelt, as well as discussions of Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidential 
campaigns and policies, especially as they related to contemporary labor issues. 
Also present in the latter years of correspondence (1951-1952) is a request 
for Eleanor Roosevelt to write the forward for Mason's memoirs. Roosevelt 
accepted this request, and subsequent correspondence includes a draft and 
copies of her piece.
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Correspondence with and related to Southern newspaper editors, including 
but not limited to Jonathan Daniels (Raleigh News & Observer), Virginus 
Dabney (  Richmond Times-Dispatch), Ralph Jones (  Atlanta Constitution), 
largely pertains to the portrayal and treatment of labor unions and the CIO 
in newspapers. Editors whom Mason felt had a pro-union attitude, such as 
Daniels and Jones, received letters from Mason expressing her gratitude for 
their favorable portrayals of organized labor. Editors whom Mason felt were 
anti-union received letters from Mason containing rebukes of their publications, 
along with facts, statistics, or testimonials about the positive impacts of unions 
upon labor and the economy. Letters between Virginus Dabney and Mason 
represent a middle ground between pro- and anti-union coverage; Dabney 
supported labor-friendly legislation but did not support workers' right to strike, 
which caused tension in their friendship and correspondence.

Correspondence with and related to Myles Horton, particularly in the early 
1950s, pertains primarily to the Highlander Folk School and its efforts to 
educate emerging labor leaders. Similarly, correspondence with and related 
to Brownie Lee Jones in the late 1940s pertains to the Southern School for 
Workers' education of emerging labor leaders. This correspondence also 
documents the Southern School for Workers' financial troubles and Jones' plans 
after the school's dissolution.

Correspondence with and related to John G. Ramsay after World War II 
documents his and Mason's work together on the CIO's Operation Dixie, 
particularly their efforts to survey and bring together church leaders who felt 
favorably towards organized labor. Much of this correspondence deals with 
the attitudes of church leaders and the arrangement of religion and labor 
fellowships and luncheons. Similarly, Mason's correspondence with Van Bittner 
and George Baldanzi dates largely from the same period (1946-1950) and 
documents Mason's work to establish labor unions as part of Operation Dixie.

Common topics that recur throughout the correspondence include: Southern 
textile mills; economic problems in the South; workers' right to organize and 
strike, violation of workers' rights by company staff and anti-union citizens, 
and violence against labor organizers and striking workers, particularly police 
violence; requests for Mason's help where workers' rights are being violated; 
the relationship between Christianity and labor, especially how Christian 
principles support unionization; racial tensions between white and Black 
workers in the South; the importance of interracial unionization; civil rights for 
Black Americans; Southern newspapers and their treatment of labor unions; 
the education of workers; voting issues, including women's suffrage, poll taxes, 
the county unit system in Georgia, and voter intimidation; labor- and union-
related legislation and policies; Communism, especially its conflation with labor 
organization; fascism and white supremacy; and the effects of World War II 
upon labor and unions. While these topics occur throughout the series, other 
specific topics are noted in the scope and contents note for each folder.
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Recurring correspondents, names, and organizations represented in this series 
include: Allan S. Haywood, John L. Lewis, Jonathan Daniels (Raleigh News & 
Observer), Eleanor Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Paul Christopher, Virginus 
Dabney (  Richmond Times-Dispatch), Ralph Jones (  Atlanta Constitution), 
Philip Murray, Bernard "Buck" Borah, Robert Ramspeck, Ellis Arnall, Van A. 
Bittner, Margaret Fisher, Robert Starnes, Myles Horton, Brownie Lee Jones, 
John G. Ramsay, George Baldanzi, Gladys Dickason; Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (CIO), United Mine Workers of America (UMWA), Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America (ACWA), Textile Workers Union of America 
(TWUA), Textile Workers Organizing Committee (TWOC), American Federation 
of Labor (AFL), National Association of Manufacturers (NAM); Highland Folk 
School, the Southern School for Workers; and staff from the Civil Rights Section 
of the Department of Justice, including Victor Rotnem, Toxey Hall, Tom Clark, A. 
Abbot Rosen, and T. Vincent Quinn.

Correspondence, 1917 September-1929 
November Box 1

Scope and Contents

Scattered correspondence, mostly related to Mason's work with the League 
of Women Voters and labor advocacy.

Correspondence, 1930 October-1931 April Box 1

Scope and Contents

Largely correspondence from Lucy Mason to Southern textile manufacturers 
in Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, related to the Southern 
Council on Women and Children and Industry and the reduction or 
elimination of night work for women and children. There is also some 
correspondence for Lillian Wade at the National Consumers' League.

Correspondence, 1931 October-1937 December Box 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1931 
October to 1937 December. Includes correspondence for Lillian Wade in 
1931. Early topics include Lucy Mason's election as general secretary of the 
National Consumers' League and her departure from the Richmond YWCA. 
Correspondence is scattered from mid-1932 through 1936 but picks back 
up in 1937. Much of the 1937 correspondence is from Mason to Southern 
newspaper editors, church leaders, educators, and public figures. Select 
topics include Mason's departure from the National Consumers' League, the 
beginning of Mason's work for the CIO and its Textile Workers Organizing 
Committee, public opinions of the labor movement, fascism in America, and 
the conflation of the labor movement with communism. A 1937 October 02 
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letter to Sidney Hillman discusses the connection between company unions 
and the Ku Klux Klan (KKK).

Correspondence, 1938 January-November Box 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1938 January to November. Much of the outgoing correspondence is to 
Southern newspaper editors. Select topics include the effects of poll taxes 
upon workers; the kidnapping of Charles Cox in 1938 April; updates on 
textile mills; the South's dependence on textile mills; and pending labor 
legislation. Includes a 1938 May 08 letter from Otis Hill, a Georgia native, to 
Representative E.E. Cox addressing the "economic slavery" of the South and 
textile mills.

Correspondence, 1938 December-1939 August Box 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1938 
December to 1939 August. Select topics include Merrimack Mill (Huntsville, 
AL) evictions and its signing with TWOC; potential changes to the National 
Labor Relations Act; the American Federation of Labor (AFL) and Francis 
Gorman's efforts to take the United Textile Workers of America from the CIO-
TWOC; Alcoa (Alcoa, TN); labor organization at the Tampa Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Company (Tampa, FL); and Lucy Mason's visits to Southern 
colleges to speak about labor unions. A 1939 March 31 letter from Mason 
gives an in-depth review of her college visits, including her assessment of 
student and faculty interest, as well as interest along gender and racial lines. 
Mason mentions Black students' distrust and questioning of labor unions. In 
a 1939 May 11 letter to Eleanor Roosevelt, Mason recommends a woman, 
Josephine Roche, to head the Federal Security Agency.

Correspondence, 1939 September-1940 May Box 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1939 September to 1940 May. Select topics include prison labor and 
reform; the death of Lucy Mason's sister, Ida; progress made by the Textile 
Workers Union of America (TWUA) at Southern mills and related victories; 
the Hamrick Mill (Gaffney, NC) and attacks there on Don McKee and a 
National Labor Relations Board employee; reflections upon World War I in 
anticipation of World War II and how the war will affect labor and democracy; 
spiritualism and visions; rising fascism in the South; and the importance 
of organizing Black as well as white workers. A 1940 May 26 letter from 
Mason to a medium in Baltimore, Mrs. Chamberlaine, discusses the medium's 
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visions of Mason's family, and Mason expresses her appreciation that Mrs. 
Chamberlaine is still "in touch with the unseen."

Correspondence, 1940 June-September Box 1

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1940 
June to September. Select topics include Smith amendments to the Wagner 
Act; the connection between company unions and the Ku Klux Klan (KKK); 
textile mills in Durham, NC, including Erwin Mills; the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 
in South Carolina and the political ambitions of Ben Adams (Grand Dragon); 
labor and conditions at the Federal Penitentiary in Atlanta, GA, including 
the Warden's anti-union attitude; and labor organizing at the Firestone 
rubber plant in Memphis, TN. A 1940 September 10 letter from George Bass, 
another labor organizer, to the United Rubber Workers of America describes 
the attacks and abuse he received from anti-union Firestone supervisors and 
employees during his visit to Memphis.

Correspondence, 1940 October-1941 May Box 2

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1940 
October to 1941 May. Select topics include George Bass, the Firestone plant 
in Memphis, TN, and ensuing investigations; the "disappearance" of Black 
workers who assert their rights; federal employees' right to bargain; John 
Lewis's endorsement of Wendell Willkie for president; the 1940 presidential 
election and Franklin D. Roosevelt's victory; Philip Murray assuming the 
CIO presidency; a Black worker named Robert "Willie" Cotton missing from 
Memphis, TN; labor unions in the aviation and defense industries; poll taxes 
and efforts against them; Lucy Mason's speaking engagements at colleges 
and divinity schools; union meetings of Black workers; and labor and the war 
effort. A copy of a 1941 April 19th letter from UNC Chapel Hill President 
Frank Graham denies any ties to the Communist Party and details his stance 
related to labor, the rights of Black Americans to freedom and democracy, 
and other issues.

Correspondence, 1941 June-1942 January Box 2

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1941 June to 1942 January. Select topics include concerns about organized 
labor during wartime, especially concerns about strikes during war work; 
labor organizing issues at Milan (sometimes Mylan) Manufacturing Company 
(Sparta, TN); Bernard "Buck" Borah starting work with the CIO; company 
police killing labor organizers affiliated with the United Mine Workers of 
America; labor organizing issues and potential race riots in Helena, AR, 
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especially the Chicago Mill and Lumber Company; the cases of Black workers 
Mary Gray and Willie Joe Hart in Dadeville, AL; U.S. entry into World War 
II and Lucy Mason's renunciation of pacifism; opponents of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt; labor and conditions at the Federal Penitentiary in Atlanta, GA; 
accusations of Highlander Folk School being Communist; and potential peace 
between the AFL and CIO.

Correspondence, 1942 February-December Box 2

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1942 February to December. Select topics include the civil rights of Black 
Americans; Mason's speaking engagements at colleges, including Black 
colleges; the trial of Michael Essin, a union organizer for the United Shoe 
Workers of America; the protection of Black shipyard workers and union 
members in Wilmington, NC; potential changes to the Wage and Hour Law; 
tensions between white and Black shipbuilding workers in Savannah, GA; 
and Dr. Ralph Mark Gilbert, a Black Baptist minister and pro-union leader in 
Savannah.

Correspondence, 1943 January-September Box 2

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1943 January to September. Select topics include improving education about 
unions, union building, and union leadership; Mason's visit to Vanderbilt 
University, including the students' perspectives on unions and the racial 
division of labor, as well as criticisms from students that Mason's talk 
was off-topic for religious emphasis week; laundry workers in Miami, FL; 
Christian churches and organized labor; anti-union violence in Toccoa, 
GA, including police violence; labor and racial tensions in the South; labor 
organizing issues in Ellijay, GA; interracial cooperation in Durham, NC; John 
Lewis's return to the American Federal of Labor (AFL); and the U.S. Army 
discriminating against Bernard "Buck" Borah due to his involvement with the 
CIO.

Correspondence, 1943 October-1944 April Box 2

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1943 
October to 1944 April. Select topics include the U.S. Army discriminating 
against Bernard "Buck" Borah due to his involvement with the CIO, the 
resolution of Borah's case, and Borah's admittance to officer candidate 
school; the Fair Employment Practice Commission (FEPC); police arrests and 
abuse of labor organizers, especially in Jackson, Vicksburg, and Natchez, MS, 
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and Albany, GA; and anger felt by some white workers towards the CIO as a 
result of the CIO organizing Black workers.

Correspondence, 1944 May-June Box 2

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1944 
May to June. Select topics include the CIO Political Action Committee (PAC); 
barriers preventing Black Americans from voting, including the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK); other voting issues; police abuse of labor organizers; and Macon, GA, 
newspapers and stories related to Virgil Pierson.

Correspondence, 1944 July-1945 February Box 3

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1944 
July to 1945 February. Select topics include the CIO's growth in the South; 
labor organizing issues at the Naval Ordnance plant in Milledgeville, GA; 
the murder of Isaac Simmons, a Black preacher, in 1945 January; and the 
passage of right-to-work legislation.

Correspondence, 1945 March-October Box 3

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1945 March to October. Select topics include union meetings of Black 
workers and their meeting practices, which Mason compares to Black 
worship in church; trouble between unions and police in Vicksburg, MS; the 
experience of Black workers and union members in Richmond, VA; Black 
union members and Mason's work on an article for the Journal of Negro 
Education; opposition to the Equal Rights Amendment; the Committee 
for Georgia and the Southern Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW); 
the National Association of Manufacturers; and police treatment of Black 
workers in Columbus, GA.

Correspondence, 1945 November-1946 August Box 3

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1945 
November to 1946 August. Select topics include police treatment of Black 
workers in Columbus, GA; Mason's speaking engagements and work on 
articles; the relationship between Christianity, labor, and race; the Committee 
for Georgia and the Southern Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW); and 
police threats made to striking workers in Port Gibson, MS.
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Correspondence, 1946 September-1947 
February Box 3

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1946 September to 1947 February. Select topics include protecting Black 
Americans' voting rights; the "county unit" voting system and white 
supremacy in Georgia; the 1946 gubernatorial race in Georgia; concerns 
about the lives of activists who helped mobilize Black voters; and the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW).

Correspondence, 1947 March-July Box 3

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1947 
March to July. Select topics include an article about Mason in Business Week; 
labor organizing issues in South Boston and Pulaski, VA; anti-labor bills in 
Congress; Lucy Mason's connection to George Mason and the Bill of Rights; 
labor organizing issues in Thomasville and Cairo, GA, and Tullahoma, TN; 
Black workers' right to organize, strike, and picket, especially in Cuthbert, 
GA; and Horace White, a jailed labor organizer. In a 1947 June 21 letter 
Mason writes about law enforcement and white citizens depriving Black 
workers of their right to strike and picket, and she speculates they are doing 
this purely because the workers are Black.

Correspondence, 1947 August-October Box 3

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1947 
August to October. Select topics include Black workers' being prevented 
from unionizing in Cuthbert, GA; the attack on Wilbur Gupton and his wife in 
Hogansville, GA; the arrest of striking workers in Buena Vista, GA; and the 
transportation rights of Black Americans.

Correspondence, 1947 November-1948 April Box 4

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1947 
November to 1948 April. Select topics include Black workers and churches 
in Nacogdoches, TX; the kidnapping of Edna Martin in Tallapoosa, GA; an 
article by Lawrence Lader in the New Republic about Lucy Mason; and labor 
organizing issues in Clarksville, VA.

Correspondence, 1948 May-October Box 4
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Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1948 
May to October. Select topics include labor organizing issues in Clarksville, 
VA; police abuse against Black workers in Tifton, GA; labor organizing in 
Pell City, AL, and Morristown, TN; labor organizing in Scottsville, Narrows, 
and Pearisburg, VA; and Black union workers in the South. Includes a two-
page statement dated 1948 May 05 from Andrew Ridley, and Black fireman 
and union member, about abuse received from the Deputy Sheriff and plant 
watchman in Tifton, GA.

Correspondence, 1948 November-1949 March Box 4

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1948 
November to 1949 March. Select topics include labor organizing issues in 
Narrows, VA; accusations of Brownie Lee Jones and the Southern School for 
Workers being Communist; labor organizing issues in Greenville, SC, and 
Royston, GA; and John G. Ramsay.

Correspondence, 1949 April-July Box 4

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1949 April to July. Select topics include John G. Ramsay; the federal 
judiciary system and an allegedly anti-Semitic scheme for the American Bar 
Association to take it over; labor organizing issues in Morristown, TN; the 
relationship between Christianity and labor; and the coordination of Religion 
and Labor Fellowship and luncheon meetings.

Correspondence, 1949 August-December Box 4

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1949 
August to December. Select topics include the 1947 kidnapping of Edna 
Martin in Tallapoosa, GA; labor organizing issues in Morristown, TN, and 
Tarboro, NC; the CIO convention in Georgia and its interracial attendance; 
and steelworkers and the steel strike.

Correspondence, 1950 January-February Box 4

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1950 
January to February. Select topics include the coordination of Religion and 
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Labor Fellowship and luncheon groups; and labor organizing issues and anti-
Semitism in Anderson, SC.

Correspondence, 1950 March-July Box 5

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1950 
March to July. Select topics include labor organizing issues in Anderson 
and Rock Hill, SC; Bruce Hunt's case against the Civil Service Commission; 
Highlander Folk School; labor organizing issues at American Silk Mill 
(Orange, VA); charges of Communism against unions and union members; 
labor organizing issues at Peerless Woolen Mills (Roswell, GA); and the 
solicitation of quotes from church leaders about Christianity and labor for use 
in a leaflet Mason was working on. A 1950 June 05 letter from Brownie Lee 
Jones discusses the importance of Black Americans voting.

Correspondence, 1950 August-1951 January Box 5

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1950 
August to 1951 January. Select topics include the relationship between the 
Communist party and Black Americans in Charleston, SC; Lucy Mason's 
trips to towns in Tennessee and Virginia, as well as to Toccoa, GA; the
Militant Truth and its anti-union, anti-CIO sentiment; the closure of the 
Southern School for Workers; labor organizing issues in Toccoa, GA; and the 
solicitation of Lucy Mason's papers from Duke Libraries.

Correspondence, 1951 February-June Box 5

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1951 February to June. Select topics include labor organizing at the 
Worsted Mill (Halifax, VA); the relationship between Christianity and 
labor; labor organizing issues in Dublin, GA, including witness statements 
attesting to the beating of a child, and to the Sheriff making derogatory 
comments about unionized Black workers; and Lucy Mason finishing her 
CIO career and writing a summary or autobiography of her work. Much of 
the correspondence from 1951 March and onward is correspondence from 
Mason to her various contacts gathering information and updates for her 
forthcoming book. This correspondence is largely related to mills, other 
companies, and unions that she helped to organize.

Correspondence, 1951 July-October Box 5
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Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1951 July to October. Select topics include information gathering, writing, 
and drafting Mason's forthcoming book; and the relationship between 
Christianity, labor, and race.

Correspondence, 1951 November-1952 July Box 5

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1951 November to 1952 July. Select topics include the relationship between 
Christianity, labor, and race; the revision and publication of Mason's 
forthcoming book; a strike in Thomasville, NC; and the Textile Workers Union 
of America convention in 1952 June.

Correspondence, 1952 August-1953 February Box 5

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 1952 
August to 1953 February. Select topics include the publication and reception 
of Mason's book, To Win These Rights; the relationship between Christianity 
and labor; and a potential meeting with the NAACP.

Correspondence, 1953 March-1954 March Box 6

Scope and Contents

Correspondence to and from Lucy Mason, with related materials, dated 
1953 March to 1954 March, although correspondence is sparse after 1953 
April. Select topics include Lucy Mason's declining health and lack of travel, 
and Mason's service on the Franklin D. Roosevelt Warm Springs Memorial 
Commission.

Undated correspondence and letter fragments, 
circa 1940s-1952 Box 6

Scope and Contents

Small amount of undated correspondence and letter fragments.

Return to Table of Contents

Writings, Speeches, and Notes, 1912-1950s
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Scope and Contents

This series contains much of Lucy Mason's work output as the CIO's Public 
Relations Representative and is largely composed of her writings and associated 
drafts and notes, her speeches and associated notes, and the field notes and 
memoranda that she created during or shortly after site visits to towns or 
workplaces. Of note are drafts of Mason's CIO memoirs, To Win These Rights, 
as well as other shorter publications by Mason. Also of interest are Mason's 
field notes, which give hyper-local and detailed insight into a given town or 
company's attitudes towards organized labor and their employment policies and 
history. Due to the nature of Mason's work, her field notes also contain copious 
amounts of contact information for community members in each place that she 
visited. While labor unions are the largest focus of this material, other topics 
in this series include the relationship between Christianity and labor, economic 
problems in the South, racial tensions caused by these economic issues, and the 
importance of interracial cooperation.

Lucy Mason biographical sketches and vitae, 
circa 1920s-1950s Box 6

Scope and Contents

Includes a photograph featuring Lucy Mason with a group of men, likely 
other labor leaders.

To Win These Rights, incomplete draft, circa 
1951-1952 Box 6

To Win These Rights, duplicate incomplete 
drafts, circa 1951-1952 Box 6

Physical Description: 4 folders 

To Win These Rights, reviews, 1952-1953 Box 7

Publications by Lucy Mason, 1912-1953, circa 
1940s-1950s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Titles include "The Divine Discontent" (1912), "Changing Industrial 
Conditions" in The Messenger 3, no. 2 (1917), "Better Time for Women 
Workers" in   The Church Woman 4, no. 3 (1937), "Southerners Look at the 
South" in   North Georgia Review (1938-1939), "Labor and the Church in the 
South" (1939), "To the Honorable Members of the 73rd General Assembly 
of the State of Tennessee: Labor's Position" (1943), "The CIO in the South" 
in   The South and World Affairs 6, no. 4 (1944), "The Churches and Labor 
Unions" (1945), "I Turned to Social Action Right at Home" (reprinted from 
 Spiritual Autobiographies of Labor Leaders, 1947), "Labor Movement 
Attracts Young People" in   The Intercollegian 67, no. 8 (1950), "Work and 

- Page 21 -



Guide to the Lucy Randolph Mason Papers, 1912-1954 and circa 1910s-1950s

Color" in   The Nation 175, no. 13 (1952), "Labor" in   Toward Lasting 
Peace (1952), "By Three CIO Leaders" in   The Witness 40, no. 34 (1953), 
"The Churches and Labor Unions" (circa 1940s-1950s), "Religion Speaks 
to Labor" (circa 1940s-1950s), "The Churches and Brotherhood" (circa 
1940s-1950s), and "Is the Secretary a Dweller or a Sojourner in her 
Community?" (circa 1920s).

Writings by Lucy Mason, 1930s-1950s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Not yet published versions of writings written by, or likely written by, Lucy 
Mason, some of which may also be portions of To Win These Rights drafts. 
Select topics include labor unions, particularly the CIO and the Textile 
Workers Union of America (TWUA); police behavior towards organized labor; 
the relationship between Christianity and labor; textile workers and mills; 
and appreciations for individuals such as Sidney Hillman and Florence Kelley.

Writing drafts and notes, circa 1930s-1950s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Drafts of writings by Lucy Mason, many with handwritten edits. Also includes 
some notes associated with the writings.

Book reviews by Lucy Mason, 1941-1949 Box 7

Speeches by Lucy Mason and notes, 1933-1940 Box 7

Speeches by Lucy Mason and notes, 1941-1945 Box 7

Speeches by Lucy Mason and notes, 1946-1950, 
1953 Box 7

Speeches by Lucy Mason, notes and fragments, 
circa 1930s-1950s Box 7

Field notes, memoranda, and contact lists, 
1930s-1950s Box 7

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Personal notes, circa 1920s-1950s Box 7

Return to Table of Contents

Labor and Activism Papers, 1920s-1950s
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Arranged alphabetically.

Processing Information:

The vast majority of this series was previously described by library staff as 
"Miscellany" and "Printed Materials." Upon reprocessing in 2025, the processor 
grouped these materials into more descriptive categories; they do not represent 
original groupings created by Lucy Mason.

Scope and Contents

This series contains publications, printed materials, administrative materials, 
and other items related to the organizations, people, events, and causes with 
which Lucy Mason was involved. Materials in this series largely document 
Mason's work with and interest in labor unions, union-affiliated organizations, 
and Christian organizations, including the CIO, the Federal Council of Churches 
and its Department of Church and Economic Life, Highlander Folk School, the 
National Religion and Labor Foundation, the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund (SCEF), the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, the Southern 
Regional Council (SRC), the Southern School for Workers, and the Textile 
Workers Union of America (TWUA). Materials in this series also highlight 
Mason's interest in voting issues, pacifism, interracial cooperation, and racial 
equality and civil rights for Black Americans. Also included in this series are 
writings and speeches by others, as well as works in appreciation of Lucy 
Mason. Of note are appreciations from Black citizens in Richmond, VA, praising 
Mason's social work towards interracial cooperation and equality in that city, 
which can be found in the "Works about Lucy Mason" file.

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America 
(ACWA), 1930s-1950s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Includes publications, press releases, and other items related to the ACWA 
and its president, Sidney Hillman.

Biographical sketches, circa 1930s-1950s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Biographical and historical sketches of select individuals, mostly politicians 
and labor leaders, and a few organizations.

Case files and statements, 1937-1951 Box 7
Physical Description: 2 folders 
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Scope and Contents

Case files, statements, and affidavits for legal cases resulting from strikes, at 
mostly textile mills in the South (especially Georgia).

Church League for Industrial Democracy 
publications and printed materials, 1940s Box 7

Scope and Contents

Several items outlining and discussing the Malvern Manifesto, one "Social 
Facts for Church People" newsletter, and one leaflet entitled "Six Battles for 
Peace."

CIO minutes, reports, and resolutions, 
1942-1951 Box 7

CIO press releases, 1942-1952, circa 
1940s-1950s Box 7

CIO publications, 1940s-1953 Box 7
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Publications, pamphlets, and newsletters published by the CIO. Also includes 
a few CIO and CIO-affiliated constitutions. Select titles include "'52 Facts on 
Foreign Policy," "The CIO: What it is and What it Does," "'I Belong Here' by 
Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing, D.D.," "A Message to the Churches," and "One 
out of Every Six: The Story of Gadsden, Alabama and the CIO." Also includes 
three Tennessee CIO "Staff Notes" newsletters.

Citizens' Fact-Finding Movement of Georgia, 
1949-1950 Box 7

Scope and Contents

Small group of administrative materials documenting the movement, 
including statements and reports.

Congressional Record, 1938-1950 Box 7

Scope and Contents

Scattered issues.

Consumer organization bulletins, 1946-1953 Box 7
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Scope and Contents

Contains two bulletins from the Consumers League of Michigan (1953), one 
from Consumers Union (1946), and one from the National Association of 
Consumers (1948).

Event and travel files, 1930s-1950s Box 8
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Includes event programs, travel itineraries, and other related materials.

Federal Council of Churches publications and 
printed materials, 1930s-1950s Box 8

Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Publications and printed materials from the Federal Council of Churches 
related to Christianity, labor, civil and human rights, and world peace. 
Several items relate to the Council's National Study Conference on a 
Just and Durable Peace. Titles include "Social Ideals of the Churches," 
"The Churches and Human Rights," "The Truth about the Federal Council 
of Churches," "Equality of Sacrifice: A Christian Approach to Mounting 
Economic Pressures," "Third National Conference on the Churches and World 
Order," "A Positive Program for Peace," "Cross-Roads of American Foreign 
Policy," "Soviet-American Relations," "A Message to the Churches from the 
National Study Conference," "What Did the Cleveland Conference Say?," "A 
Just and Durable Peace: Statement of Guiding Principles," "Organized Labor 
and the Churches," "How Labor can Work with the Church," and "What Next 
in Korea?" Also includes a 1950 biennial meeting program, several issues 
of the Council's "Information Service" newsletter, and three items from the 
Federal Council's successor organization: the National Council of Churches. 
National Council titles include: "Act of Constituting The National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America," "A Letter to the 
Christian People of America," and a newsletter about the National Council.

Federal Council of Churches: Church and 
Economic Life publications and printed 
materials, 1940s-1950s Box 8

Physical Description: 3 folders 
Scope and Contents

Materials from the Federal Council of Churches' Department of Church 
and Economic Life, especially its National Study Conferences. There are 
conference calls, programs, information, and reports. Publication titles 
from the Department of Church and Economic Life include "Economic 
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Life: A Christian Responsibility" (1947), "The Churches Deal with 
Economic Issues" (1947), "Excerpts from Statements on Religion and 
Economic Life" (1947), "The Church and Economic Life: Basic Christian 
Principles and Assumptions" (1948), "The Church Looks at Industrial 
Relations" (1949), "Social Action" (1947), "The Responsibility of Christians 
in an Interdependent Economic World" (1950), "National Leaders Speak 
on Economic Issues" (1950), "Just one Layman's Opinion in Attempting 
to Answer 'The Call'" (1950), and "The Church and the Disorder of 
Society" (1948). Other materials include newsletters from the department, 
literature lists, and literature order blanks.

Financial materials, circa 1940s-1950s Box 8

Franklin D. Roosevelt Warm Springs Memorial 
Commission, 1946-1954 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Small group of administrative materials, programs, ephemera, and legal acts 
related to the establishment and operation of the commission, including Lucy 
Mason's appointment to the commission.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Warm Springs Memorial 
Commission, 1946 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Certificate from Georgia Governor Ellis Arnall appointing Lucy Mason to the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Warm Springs Memorial Commission.

Highlander Folk School, 1939-1953, circa 
1940s-1950s Box 8

Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Largely administrative materials documenting the operation, history, and 
philosophy of Highlander Folk School. Also includes some materials about 
local opposition to the school.

John G. Ramsay pamphlets, 1945-1950 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Pamphlets by John G. Ramsay that address the intersection of labor and 
religion. Titles consist of "My Formula for Victorious Living" (1945), "Labor 
and Religion Together" (1946), "Bridging the Gap" (circa 1946), and "Rx for 
Misunderstanding" (1950).
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Ku Klux Klan, 1935-1950 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Includes two pamphlets, one report of a Klan meeting in Jacksonville, Florida, 
and one leaflet advertising a Klan meeting to fight Communism. Pamphlet 
titles are "Tampa: Tar and Terror" (1935) and "Why You Should Become a 
Klansman" (circa 1940s).

Labor and unions information and statistics, 
1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Contains materials with general information and statistics about labor and 
unions, as well as many lists of union locals.

Labor Day Messages, 1937-1951 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Largely "Labor Sunday Messages" from the Federal Council of Churches, 
with a few Labor Day messages from other organizations.

Labor organization bulletins, 1939-1940s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Contains select bulletins from labor organizations, including People's Lobby 
(two bulletins), Workers Defense League (one bulletin), the Associated 
Industries of Georgia (two bulletins), and a few others.

Labor, war, and foreign policy publications and 
printed materials, 1940-1952 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Small group of materials related to labor, economics, and war, including a 
few items from or related to the War Labor Board. Also of note is a pamphlet 
from the United Steelworkers of America entitled "Steel Profits: I'm Getting 
Fatter and Fatter on the War" (1943).

League of Women Voters, 1944, 1952-1953 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Includes two issues of "Georgia Voter" (1953), a few 1944 clipping reprints 
related to the league, and proposed by-law changes and programming.

Legislation and policies, 1930s-1950s Box 8
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Scope and Contents

Small group of materials related to proposed or enacted laws and policies at 
the federal, state, and local levels. Includes summaries of acts and policies, 
as well as a petition from Georgia citizens advocating for the establishment of 
a Fair Employment Practice Commission.

National American Woman Suffrage Association 
(NAWSA) certificate, 1920 Box 12

National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) 
publications, 1944-1947 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Publication titles include "Guide to Church and Industry Cooperation" (1944), 
"Program Notes for Women's Clubs" (newsletters, 1946-1947), and "Trends in 
Education-Industry Cooperation (circa 1944).

National Consumers League, 1949-1953 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Small group of bulletins and reports from the National Consumers League.

National Religion and Labor Foundation, 
1947-1953 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Largely materials related to the National Religion and Labor Foundation's 
conferences, including programs and summaries. Also includes pamphlets 
entitled "If you've ever read the Bible, remember--they had unions in those 
days too" and "Christianity and the British Labor Party."

Peace and prevention of war, 1940s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Pamphlets, leaflets, and other printed materials from various pacifist and 
religious organizations. Also includes "Findings and Decisions" published 
from the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches (1948).

Press releases, other, 1937-1950, circa 
1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Largely press releases from federal and state government offices related to 
labor.
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Publication lists and information, 1930s-1950s Box 8

Publications, other, 1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Publications with no clear connection to other groupings. Titles include 
"Industrial Disputes in Great Britain" (1944), "Rules and Regulations 
for the Government and Discipline of the United States Penal and 
Correctional Institutions" (1936), "An International Curatorship for the Holy 
Places" (1949), and "The Financial Affairs of McCarthy" (1953). Also includes 
three leaflets advertising YWCA jobs.

Quotes, poetry, and other writings, circa 
1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Some items are related to labor, while others are related to Christianity or 
grief.

Racism and anti-Semitism, circa 1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Small group of publications and printed materials generally related to racism 
and anti-Semitism. Titles include "A Statement on the Race Problem in South 
Carolina," "A Measure of Freedom" by Arnold Foster, "America's Explosive 
Idea," "The American Gentile Army: An Organization for Independent 
Political Action," and "Joe Kamp: Peddler of Propaganda and Hero of the Pro-
Fascists."

Religion and Labor Fellowship and luncheons, 
circa 1946-1951 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Materials, excluding correspondence, related to the history and organization 
of Religion and Labor Fellowship and luncheons. Largely lists of locations and 
individuals.

Religion and labor statements, 1920s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Statements made by religious organizations, largely Christian, about their 
attitudes towards labor, many of which Lucy Mason used in her publications 
about religion and labor.
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Religious organizations: other publications and 
printed materials, 1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Publications, pamphlets, newsletters, and other printed materials from 
various religious (largely Christian) organizations related to labor and 
business. Select items include The Church Woman 11, no. 8 (1945), 
"Christian Social Relations at General Convention" (1946), "The Message and 
Decisions of Oxford on Church, Community, and State" (circa 1937), and two 
1947 "You All" newsletters from the Catholic Committee of the South.

Religious organizations: social action 
publications and printed materials, 1930s-1950s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Small group of publications and printed materials from Social Action 
departments of various Christian organizations. Select items include "The 
American Labor Movement" (1937) by Rev. Francis J. Haas, two issues 
of "LIGHT" (1951 and 1952, bulletin of the Social Service Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention), and two issues of "Social Questions 
Bulletin" (1943 and 1950, bulletin of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Service).

Reports and resolutions, other, circa 
1930s-1940s Box 8

Scope and Contents

Small group of miscellaneous reports and resolutions, including resolutions 
celebrating the work of Margaret Fisher.

Social work organization newsletters, 1940, 
circa 1947-1948 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Two newsletters from the Georgia Chapter of the American Association 
of Social Workers (1940), and two issues of "Occasional Papers" from the 
Atlanta Urban League (circa 1947-1948).

Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF), 
circa 1948-1949 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Contains a partial list of SCEF sponsors, the SCEF's "Declaration of Civil 
Rights," and Lucy Mason's subscription to SCEF's The Southern Patriot.
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Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF):
The Southern Patriot, 1948-1953 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Issues from 1948-1953 with some gaps. Also includes two acetate negatives 
for photos used in the April 1950 and May 1951 issues.

Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
1938-1947 Box 8

Scope and Contents

Reports, programs, and other materials related to the conference.

Southern Conference for Human Welfare: 
Committee for Georgia, 1945-1947 Box 9

Scope and Contents

Administrative and printed materials from the Committee for Georgia. 
Includes two copies of "Your Part in Georgia's Politics" (1945).

Southern Regional Council (SRC), 1944-1953 Box 9

Scope and Contents

Largely administrative materials related to the operation and activities of 
the SRC. Also includes a case study by Margaret Fisher entitled "The White 
Primary: 1944, with Special Reference to Georgia."

Southern Regional Council (SRC): New South, 
1949-1953 Box 9

Scope and Contents

Issues from 1949-1953 with some gaps.

Southern Regional Council (SRC) publications 
and printed materials, 1944-1950s Box 9

Scope and Contents

Other publications and printed materials from the SRC. Select titles include 
"Race in News: Usage in Southern Newspapers" and "Race and Law 
Enforcement: A Guide to Modern Police Practices."

Southern School for Workers, 1944-1949 Box 9
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Scope and Contents

Largely administrative materials documenting the operation and activities of 
the Southern School for Workers.

Speeches and writings by others, 1930s-1950s Box 9
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Typescript copies of addresses, radio talks, and writings by others related 
to labor, unions, religion, and current events. Also of note are typescript 
extracts from various Christian denominations endorsing racial equality for 
Black Americans.

Textile Workers Union of America (TWUA) press 
releases, 1942-1950 Box 9

Textile Workers Union of America (TWUA) 
publications and leaflets, 1940s-1950s Box 9

Scope and Contents

Includes audited financial reports and constitutions for the TWUA, as well 
as many items from TWUA's Research Department that contain statistic and 
information about labor and unions. Also includes the pamphlet "This is the 
kind of 'Americanism' the Ku Klux Klan stands for."

Textile Workers Union of America (TWUA) 
reports and resolution, 1940s Box 9

Tuskegee Institute, 1942, 1953 Box 9

Scope and Contents

Programs and other related materials for events that Lucy Mason attended at 
the Tuskegee Institute: the 52nd Annual Tuskegee Negro Conference (1942) 
and A Symposium on "The New South and Higher Education" (1953).

Twentieth Century Fund "Newsbriefs" and press 
releases, 1940s-1950s Box 9

Union (other) publications, printed materials, 
and press releases, 1940s-1950s Box 10
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Scope and Contents

Small group of publications and other printed materials from various unions. 
Also includes a group of three items related to the George A. Hormel & Co.'s 
employees and agreement with the United Packinghouse Workers of America.

U.S. Civil Service Commission, 1938-1949 Box 10

Scope and Contents

Small group of blank Civil Service Commission forms and information about 
the commission.

Voting issues and legislative advocacy, circa 
1930s-1950s Box 10

Scope and Contents

Information, statistics, and pamphlets related to various voting issues, 
including poll taxes, right-to-work laws, minimum wage, working hours, 
wearing of masks (in relation to the Ku Klux Klan), the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and the county unit voting plan in Georgia. Also includes 
information about how particular representatives voted for or against certain 
legislation.

Works about Lucy Mason, 1932, 1946-1949 Box 10

Scope and Contents

Several items honor Lucy Mason's work towards interracial cooperation and 
equality in Richmond, Virginia, including an appreciation from Black citizens 
in Richmond.

Return to Table of Contents

Clippings, 1910s-1950s

Arranged chronologically by decade.

Scope and Contents

This series contains newspaper and magazine clippings, as well as a few 
typescript copies of articles, related to Lucy Mason's many interests and 
causes. Materials in this series are largely from Southern (particularly Georgia) 
newspapers and are about Lucy Mason, the CIO, labor and unions, women's 
suffrage and other voting issues, Christianity, religion and labor, Georgia 
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politics, Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency, and other contemporary issues and 
events.

Clippings, 1910s-1920s Box 11

Clippings, 1910s-1920s Box 12

Clippings, 1930s Box 11
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Clippings, 1930s Box 12
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Includes a 1932 clipping from The Richmond Planet, a Black newspaper, 
featuring a tribute to Lucy Mason and her interracial work in Richmond, 
Virginia.

Clippings, 1940s Box 11
Physical Description: 6 folders 

Clippings, 1940s Box 12
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Clipping with negative, 1945 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Includes acetate negative used for article.

Clippings, 1950s Box 11
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Clippings, 1950s Box 12

Clippings, circa 1930s-1950s Box 11
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Clippings, circa 1930s-1950s Box 12

Clippings (typescript copies), 1930s-1950s Box 11

Return to Table of Contents
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