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Summary

Collection Title:
Massie family papers, 1766-1920s

Creator:
Massie family

Abstract:
The William Massie family owned several plantations in Virginia in the 18th and 
19th centuries, and owned several hundred enslaved people during this time. This 
collection contains the papers and records of several members and generations 
of the Massie family, based at the Pharsalia plantation in Nelson County, Virginia. 
Family members represented include Thomas Massie; his children, including 
Thomas Massie Jr. and William Massie; William Massie's widow, Maria Massie, 
who inherited Pharsalia; as well as several grandchildren, including Martha, 
Hope, Florence, and Bland Massie. The bulk of the material in the collection 
dates from William Massie's ownership and management of Pharsalia, including 
the purchases and labor of dozens of enslaved men, women, and children in 
the mid-1800s. The collection also includes detailed agricultural and financial 
accounts, weather logs, land surveys and plots, a plantation ledger, and family and 
business correspondence.

Extent:
3.0 Linear Feet (3 boxes and 1 oversize folder.)

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11939

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1fb2h

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Massie Family Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

This collection contains correspondence, plantation records, deeds, inventory, 
surveyor's plats, architectural drawings, weather memoranda, crop memoranda, 
and other papers, received or created by the Massie family. The bulk of the 
material dates from William Massie's ownership of Pharsalia plantation, and 
his plantation volumes document the production and agricultural trade of 
crops and products such as wheat, hemp, flour, bacon, oats, corn, tobacco, 
rye, apples, whiskey, and wool. These volumes are thorough, with near-daily 
entries about the weather, different stages of planting and reaping, and the 
production or yields of different crops, including his orchards, pigs, and horses. 
Many papers in the collection consist of business letters and financial logs 
about prices, crop yields, and local commerce. There are also occasional 
family and personal correspondence, with ongoing conversations about estate 
planning and divisions (particularly between William and Thomas Massie) as 
well as health news and reports on different childrens' education. Scattered 
throughout the collection are records documenting the Massie's reliance 
on slave labor, including many bills of sale for enslaved men, women, and 
children, as well as transactional correspondence about the hiring and use of 
enslaved laborers for field work, harvesting, couriering, quarry work, canal 
work, wagon driving, weaving, and other skilled trades. Also included in the 
collection is a commonplace book belonging to Thomas Massie, Sr., with notes 
about his crops as well as different copies of contracts and agreements he 
made for management of his plantation. There is an inventory and appraisal 
of the household and estate held by William Massie at his death in 1862. 
There are some drawings and maps of different lands, including plans for 
farming, as well as some architectural drawings of additions to Pharsalia 
from the mid-1800s. The collection contains some Civil War era materials, 
including documents relating to Maria Massie's management of the plantation 
following William's death, and the impressment of different horses, goods, 
and enslaved people into laboring on Confederate fortifications during the 
war. There is a deposition by Thomas Massie detailing his Continental Army 
service (1833); letters surrounding the Massie's hiring of a female teacher 
for their children in the 1840s; business correspondence between Massie and 
agents or contacts in Richmond, Staunton, and Lynchburg over different prices 
and quality of products; postwar correspondence about servant wages; and a 
detailed description of the Chicago fire (1871).

Biographical/Historical

Thomas Massie (1747-1834) was a Revolutionary War veteran who established 
his family in Nelson County, Virginia, in the early nineteenth century, and owned 
a plantation called Level Green. Thomas Massie and his wife, Sarah, had three 
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surviving children - Thomas Jr. (1782-1864), Henry (1784-1841), and William 
Massie (1795-1862). Thomas Massie, Jr., was a surgeon during the War of 1812 
and eventually built another house, Blue Rock, on the Level Green property, 
where he lived with his first wife Lucy Waller (1791-1822) and second wife 
Sarah Cabell (1795-1831). Thomas had seven children.

The land for the Pharsalia plantation was initially a wedding gift of 1400 acres 
from Thomas Massie to his youngest son, William Massie, and William's bride 
Sarah Steptoe (1796-1828). The couple married in 1814 and the house was 
expanded several times in the decades following. William Massie owned and 
managed the plantation for the remainder of his life, and records indicate 
Pharsalia, combined with Massie's other lands (including Massies Mills, Tyro, 
and Level Green), produced wheat, oats, hemp, tobacco, bacon, whiskey, wool, 
apples, and many other crops. Following Sarah Steptoe's death, William married 
an additional three times - his wives were Martha Wiatt (1812-1832), Sarah 
Clark (1802-1833), and Maria Catherine Effinger (1814-1889). William had at 
least seven children, including Thomas James, Ellen, Martha, Chiswell, Camilla, 
Hope William, and Bland.

Maria C. Massie inherited the Pharsalia plantation following William's death in 
1862, and managed it until her death. At that point, the property was divided 
and sold outside the family. Massie descendants purchased it back in 1952.

Over the course of the 18th and 19th centuries, the Massie family owned 
hundreds of enslaved people, and the records relating to Pharsalia indicate that 
enslaved laborers constructed the buildings and houses on the property. The 
Massie family frequently bought and sold enslaved men, women, and children; 
some of that activity is documented in this collection. An inventory completed 
at William Massie's death indicates that he owned 154 enslaved people in 
1862. (Source: Jobie Hill, "Pharsalia Plantation", [Massies Mill, Virginia], SAH 
Archipedia, eds. Gabrielle Esperdy and Karen Kingsley, Charlottesville: UVaP, 
2012-, http://sah-archipedia.org/buildings/VA-02-051-0001. Last accessed: 
September 9, 2021.)

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection's papers are arranged chronologically. Volumes are described by 
title.

Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Massie Family Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library in 1933, with additions in 1950s. Originally cataloged as 
William Massie Papers.

Processing Information

Processed by Manuscript Department Staff, 1933. Additions processed 1953 
and 1957; original description recorded in the RL main entry card catalog. 
Collection reprocessed and description enhanced by M. Lyon, September 2021.

Accessions described in this collection guide: unknown numbers.

Return to Table of Contents
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Related Materials

Related Material

Additional papers and volumes from the Massie Family, particularly William 
Massie, are held in special collections libraries at the University of Virginia; 
University of Texas at Austin; College of William and Mary.

Within Rubenstein Library, there are mentions and connections with the Massie 
family in the Samuel B. Clark Papers, William Winston Fontaine Papers, and the 
Chiswell Dabney Jr. Papers.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Enslaved persons -- Prices
• Plantations -- Virginia -- Nelson County
• Slavery -- Virginia
• Slave bills of sale
• Slaveholders -- Virginia -- Correspondence
• Slave traders -- Virginia
• Agricultural prices -- Virginia
• Apples -- Virginia
• Hemp -- Virginia
• Swine -- Virginia
• Tobacco -- Virginia
• Wheat -- Virginia
• Great Fire, Chicago, Ill., 1871
• Lynchburg (Va.) -- History
• Nelson County (Va.) -- History
• Pharsalia Plantation (Va.) -- History
• Staunton (Va.) -- History
• United States -- Economic conditions
• United States -- Politics and government -- 1783-1865
• Virginia -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865
• Bills of sale
• Cadastral maps
• Massie, William, 1795-1862
• Massie, Thomas, 1782-1864
• Massie, Thomas, Major, 1747-1834
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• Massie, Maria Catherine Effinger, 1814-1889
• Hampden-Sydney College

Collection Inventory

Papers, 1766-1920s

Papers, 1766-1825 (online item available) Box 1
Digital Object: Papers, 1766-1825
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. Items include land surveys and hand drawn plot maps; 
correspondence from acquaintances and business contacts regarding crops 
and prices for tobacco, corn, wheat, rye, hemp, and other agriculture; 
planning and maps for planting fields, raising pigs, or other farming 
activities; some family correspondence about travel plans and different 
health of various family members. Includes some exchanges between Thomas 
Massie and his sons, William and Thomas Massie, as well as between the two 
brothers themselves; also includes small amount of correspondence to Sarah 
Massie. Includes a deed with a seal granting land to Thomas Massie from 
Governor Wilson Cary Nicholas in 1814. There are at least two references 
to sales of enslaved people. One is a note from William Garland to Massie, 
offering to send a courier with a "boy with him - if you think proper to take 
him at the six hundred dollars, Mr. Ware will deliver to you a Bill of Sale." A 
later bill of sale, issued in Lynchburg on 1815 August 5, notes that William 
Massie purchased "negro woman by the name of Lady and her son Bob" for 
six hundred seventy five dollars, from Davidson Bradford.

Papers, 1827-1839 (online item available) Box 1
Digital Object: Papers, 1827-1839
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. Items include correspondence from acquaintances and 
business contacts regarding crops and prices for tobacco, corn, wheat, rye, 
hemp, and other agriculture; planning and maps for planting fields, raising 
pigs, or other farming activities; letters between Thomas and William Massie 
negotiating estates, land, and boundaries following the death of their father 
and mother; letters from Thomas James Massie to his father William Massie 
while away at school, including one about a missing umbrella; a deposition 
signed by Thomas Massie in 1833 about his 1775 Continental Army service; a 
fragment of a 1838 land assessment for Nelson County, including mention of 
Pharsalia. Several pieces of local correspondence indicate they were carried 
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by enslaved people, including Robin, Ned, and Roger, with a slave pass note 
of their name near the letter's addressee. The folder includes a note from 
1831 January 11 from E. Pendleton asking Massie to send an update on 
Bob, an enslaved person who had been sent to work on Massie's plantation. 
Includes an affidavit of sale for "a young Negro Woman named Judy, and her 
Female Child Esther," sold by Thomas Massie to William Massie for three 
hundred dollars on 1831 April 18. Includes a manuscript copy of an affidavit, 
dated 1832 May 4, for William Massie from Landon R. Cabell for the sale 
of "a man slave named Jack, of which slave is now in the possession of said 
Massie as a hireling" for four hundred fifty dollars. Includes an affidavit for 
the sale of "three Negroes, vis. Patty, Lizzy, and Dorcus, for the sum of seven 
hundred dollars" from Reubin G. Coffey to William Massie, 1834 August 
29. Includes a note from John Junkins that "Mr. John Hill will deliver my 
negro woman Betty to William Massie, I having this day sold her to the said 
Massie" (1835 December 12). In one letter, 1834 October 1, from Thomas 
Massie advises William on a remedy for an unnamed enslaved boy's eye. 
Includes an 1837 copy of a note by William Massie agreeing to pay Thomas J. 
Baird seventy five dollars for the "hire of his Negro man named Henry for one 
year." Includes a November 1836 receipt by Charles A. Jacobs "the following 
slaves, which were bequeathed to me" by the estate of David Jacobs: "Jim 
Clarkson a mulatto man, Phil a boy, Edmunton boy, and Lewis a young 
man." Includes a letter dated 1836 Dec. 10 from Henry Massie in Louisville, 
Kentucky, to his uncle William, updating him on the as-yet unsuccessful 
search for Gil, an escaped enslaved person. Includes a letter dated 1837 
March 30 from Thomas Baird to Massie discussing a property dispute 
between Baird and Mr. Acker over "my boy Henry," whereby Baird agrees to 
"accept your offer of six hundred and fifty dollars for Henry." Includes a 1837 
October 10 bill of sale for "two negro men Milford and Jack" for 1100 dollars, 
sold by Henry Rose to William Massie and subsequently hired to M. Cabell 
for labor on the James River Canal. Includes a bill of sale for "a negro girl 
named Mary Ann," sold by Henry Rose to William Massie on 1837 October 
21. Includes a 1827 bill of sale for "a negro girl named Matilda," attached to 
a 1837 October 27 note by William Massie as evidence of his ownership of 
Matilda in a dispute between him and John Stevens. Includes a 1837 October 
23 bill of sale for "a negro woman Betsy" for six hundred dollars, sold by 
Henry Rose to William Massie. Includes several bills of sale for enslaved men 
and women; some are accompanied by correspondence indicating different 
disputes between the Massies and others about the legal or ownership status 
of some enslaved people. Includes a 1838 August 27 receipt from Peter 
Coffey for payment of four hundred twenty dollars by William Massie "in full 
consideration of a Negro Boy named Joshua." Includes a note from William 
Massie to Frances Barnett regarding "the hire of Negro man Martin" for the 
year 1839.

Papers, 1840-1849 (online item available) Box 1
Digital Object: Papers, 1840-1849
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Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the William Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. Includes business correspondence and news; agricultural 
dispatches regarding weather, crops, and prices; correspondence to Massie 
about buying and selling crops and seeds, including rye; financial accounts 
for equipment, supplies, and crops; a 1841 report by Joseph Cabell on 
the a turnpike company; an invoice to Massie for postage fees due in 
1842; an 1841 report card for Helen Massie and a 1845 October 10 letter 
about her schooling from Ellen Massie; a letter dated 1847 March 18 
denouncing President Polk from James Heath; and some family and personal 
correspondence from William Effinger. Includes a note to William Massie 
from Alexander Brown conveying disappointment that Massie was not 
running for state legislature in 1840. Includes receipt for the 1840 December 
29 purchase of "a Negro Man Warner" (also referred to as "Boy Warner") 
by William Massie for eight hundred three dollars. Includes a letter dated 
1841 January 3 from an agent, Bowling Clark, to Massie, containing details of 
typical hiring prices he witnessed for different enslaved laborers, including 
"middle aged men with their wives and from one to three small children 
with them hired from one hundred and twenty to $140 and with an express 
understanding that they were neither to ditch nor work on any public work." 
Includes a letter from John Jenkins to William Massie offering the sale of an 
unnamed enslaved girl, writing: "I would like to sell them to you as you have 
her mother," and "as she wishes to come to you I would like to accommodate 
her" (1847 June 8).

Papers, 1850-1853 (online item available) Box 1
Digital Object: Papers, 1850-1853
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the William Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. Includes business correspondence and news; agricultural 
dispatches regarding weather, crops, and prices; correspondence to Massie 
about buying and selling crops, livestock, clothing, bacon, and equipment; 
some foreign news dispatches on Napoleon and French government; printed 
issues of H.P. Jewett's Merchants' Prices-Current and Shipping-List, 1853; 
correspondence regarding a lawsuit against William O. Slade, a land property 
dispute between Alex Rives and Jeffrey Massey, and a potential 1853 sale of 
land to Massie by Paulina Pollard; letters responding to an advertisement 
Massie placed seeking a female teacher in 1851; notes about the poor 
health of "Hope," William Massie's son; Includes a 1852 July 13 letter from 
Alexander Brooks offering "a servant girl," unnamed, aged "about 12 years 
old" for sale to Massie as a seamstress. Includes some 1853 January letters 
from John Jones to Massie with business news, shipping updates, Richmond 
news, and recent slave hire prices for different sorts of enslaved people, with 
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one letter noting that "with exception of selling and hiring slaves, very little 
business doing here."

Papers, 1854-1859 (online item available) Box 1
Digital Object: Papers, 1854-1859
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the William Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. Includes business correspondence regarding crops, trade 
news, and prices for different commodities like wheat, flour, bacon, apples, 
tobacco, and rye; some correspondence and news about the Orange and 
Alexandria Rail Road Company; a Virginia land deed for Massie dated 1854 
April 3; land tax lists for Massie from 1855; copies of land assessments for 
Massie from 1856 and 1857; business and personal correspondence from 
son Thomas to William Massie, including discussions of the family's land 
and potential estates; business and personal correspondence from John 
Jones, often written on printed issues of H.P. Jewett's Merchants' Prices-
Current and Shipping-List, 1854. Includes a letter 1854 February 10 from 
slave trader Charles Jones to Massie about the prices he could expect for 
an unnamed enslaved girl Massie was looking to sell in Richmond. Includes 
a list of seven enslaved children - Fanny, Charles, Peter, Edmund, Matilda, 
Hannah, and Martha, ages ten through one - and their valuation, prepared 
on 1859 January 24 by H.C. Boyd and R. Whitehead for Thomas Massie, who 
planned to sell them to his father William Massie. Includes a certificate for 
Richard Vaughn, "was this day duty registered as a free Negro" and includes 
a physical description of Vaughn as well as the note "and he was born free," 
signed by Thomas Massie, clerk of the court, on 1858 June 28.

Papers, 1860-1869 (online item available) Box 1
Digital Object: Papers, 1860-1869
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. This section includes the 1862 death of William Massie 
and subsequent control of the plantation by Maria C. Massie, his widow. 
Includes business correspondence, prices, and trade news, from Massie's 
agent J.M. Cobbs; includes lists of articles and items auctioned in 1862 by 
Maria C. Massie following William Massie's death; correspondence and 
receipts to Florence, Hope, and M.C. Massie regarding the impressment 
of coal, hay, oats, iron, potatoes, and horses for the Confederacy in 1863. 
Includes receipts for the enslaved labor of Jack and Richard, impressed by 
the Confederacy in Richmond "for work on fortifications at and near this 
City," on 1863 Sept. 23, as well as for Edwin, on 1864 February 24. Contains 
postwar correspondence to Maria Massie from her sister and daughter 
regarding family news and well-being, travels, income from boarders, and 
hiring rates for servants. One letter dated 1869 January 11 references mental 
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health, noting that a family acquaintance "has lost her mind and is now in the 
insane asylum in Staunton."

Papers, 1870-1882 (online item available) Box 2
Digital Object: Papers, 1870-1882
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents from the Massie family, arranged 
chronologically. Includes an insurance policy for M.C. Massie for "barns and 
tobacco" issued 1871; correspondence from Bland Massie, Florence Massie, 
and various grandchildren to matriarch Maria Massie; a 1872 January 
26 letter from Maria Carr in Chicago describing the Chicago fire and its 
aftermath; business correspondence to Maria Massie regarding sales, prices 
of tobacco, and debts; financial accounts and balances for Maria Massie; 
a copy of Edmund Massie's homestead deed, dated 1884 January 9; other 
personal correspondence from various extended relatives of the Massie 
family.

Genealogy and notes, 1870, 1920s (online item 
available) Box 2

Digital Object: Genealogy and notes, 1870, 1920s
Scope and Contents

A manuscript account of the Massie family genealogy dated 1870, and an 
undated typescript account of Thomas Massie written by Thomas James 
Massie, from approximately the early 20th century. Also includes one 
photograph postcard with an image of Pharsalia, with note "there is a side 
view of this in Life and Labor in the Old South," a 1929 volume by Ulrich 
Phillips.

Papers, undated (online item available) Box 2
Digital Object: Papers, undated
Scope and Contents

Assorted manuscript documents, all undated. Contains similar content to the 
dated folders - Massie family correspondence; land plots, surveys and maps; 
and accounts for different expenses. Also contains some empty envelopes, 
clippings, and other stray fragments of papers. Includes a bill of sale from 
approximately the 1830s-1840s for "a negro named Dandridge, a Boy about 
twelve years of age," sold to William Massie from Richard Gaines.

Architectural plans of Pharsalia buildings, 
1851-1857 (online item available) Oversize-folder 1

Digital Object: Architectural plans of Pharsalia buildings, 1851-1857 (1 of 2)

- Page 12 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4tm7dz0w
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4k64pq51
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r49p3838d
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4cn79w7f


Guide to the Massie Family Papers, 1766-1920s

Digital Object: Architectural plans of Pharsalia buildings, 1851-1857 (2 of 2)
Scope and Contents

Three large drawings with architectural plans, titled "Draft of additions to the 
Pharsalia house, drawn March 1851 - Also draft of porch steps, May and June 
1854." Rooms depicted are labeled "Large Room," "Small Room," "Lumber 
Room," and "Pantry," and the designs include notes about dimensions and 
materials. A fourth drawing includes plans and drawing of a second story, 
running the length of the house, dated by William Massie on 1857 March 10.

Crop rotation plans for Pharsalia and Tyro 
plantations, 1847 Oversize-folder 1

Scope and Contents

William Massie's "shift system" to plan his future crop rotations, with 
diagrams of numbered fields at Pharsalia and Tyro and notes for each field 
about which crop will be planted there between 1847 and 1859. Plans include 
corn, oats, rye, pasture, wheat.

Return to Table of Contents

Bound volumes, 1780-1862

Thomas Massie: "Commonplace Memorandum 
Book", 1780-1804 (online item available) Box 2

Digital Object: Thomas Massie: "Commonplace Memorandum Book", 1780-1804
Scope and Contents

Bound volume, 65 pages, approximately 13x19cm, with ink entries by 
Thomas Massie. Contains notes about his children's education and their 
tuition; his sales and harvests of wheat, corn, oats, and other crops; notes 
about yields and trades of bacon, flour, whiskey, candles, wool. The volume 
records Massie's agreements and contracts with different individuals, 
including his hiring and contracts for overseers of the River Plantation in 
1782, 1783, 1787 (including names or numbers of enslaved people who were 
tasked to work that plantation, listed alongside horses and farm equipment); 
contracts or notes about Massie hiring out different enslaved people to 
others enslavers for trades or labor like farming, quarrying, weaving, 
blacksmithing, milling, or wagon driving. Contains notes like "meat given 
to the people" or "meat given to the negroes," with entries by pound for 
different months or seasons in the late 1700s and early 1800s. The book 
includes a copy of a 1782 contract between Massie and George Clopton for 
construction of different buildings, which contains purchases of different 
enslaved men and boys as a condition of the contract. Contains "A description 
of T. Massie's Horses," with summaries physical traits and characteristics 
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of thirty-four different horses (some crossed out) between 1792 and 1794. 
Contains Massie's recording of placing a bet "with Mr. James Womely of Five 
guines. If ever General Wayne has a General engagement with the Indians in 
Full Force, that the said Wayne will not be defeated. If a drawn Battle, Massie 
wins" (1793 March 5).

William Massie: "Crop Memorandum" 
plantation ledger, 1817-1844 (online item 
available) Box 3

Digital Object: William Massie: "Crop Memorandum" plantation ledger, 
1817-1844
Scope and Contents

Bound volume, 173 pages, approximately 20x32cm, consisting of 
chronological entries by William Massie recording the various agricultural 
activities of the Pharsalia, Tyro, and Level Green plantation lands, with 
additional notes regarding weather or other events. Entries tend to be brief, 
for example: "Finished cutting the wheat" (1828 June 26). Some entries 
indicate which area of the plantation was being farmed, such as Newground, 
Old Ground, or various fields. Crops include wheat, oats, tobacco, apples, 
barley, clover, hemp, sweet potatoes; others entries record the killing of hogs, 
shearing sheep, and birth of foals. This book does not seem to include entries 
with names or groups of enslaved people, although their labor is indirectly 
implied. Later in the book, Massie began arranging entries by "Crop 
Memorandum," "Weather Memorandum," and "Orchard Memorandum."

William Massie: "Crop Memorandum" 
plantation ledger, 1845-1862 (online item 
available) Box 3

Digital Object: William Massie: "Crop Memorandum" plantation ledger, 
1845-1862
Scope and Contents

Bound volume, 406 pages, approximately 22x33cm, containing Crop 
Memorandum entries by William Massie for Pharsalia, Level Green, 
Montebello and Tyro plantations and orchards, arranged by location with 
chronological entries. The entries vary in length and detail. Crops mentioned 
include wheat, tobacco, corn, hay, rye, oats, apples, cherries, and various 
others; also there are entries about shearing sheep, killing hogs, smoking 
meat, cheese production, and other livestock. Some entries include details 
of how many "hands" were needed, indicating the labor of different enslaved 
people, and at times Massie lists names of enslaved laborers or their 
enslavers that he had hired to supplement the work of the "plantation hands." 
For example, a set of entries for 1850 July 6-8 tallies the different groups 
and calculates their efficiency, with the total of "harvest hands brought 
over: 104", indicating the combined numbers of days it took the workers to 
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complete the harvesting. Massie's notes evaluate the work: "from the above it 
will be seen that Nelson Monroe did greatly better than either Wm S. Bands 
or James Monroe, but Nelson's help hands were greatly better than Bands' 
were, and James Monroe's help hands, and plantation hands, were all better 
than Bands', so upon the whole, Tyro did more than any." The first few pages 
contain "a list of dates when each of Wm Massie's wheat harvests has been 
commenced, from 1817 inclusive. Also the times when sown, the quantity 
made, the yield to the bushel sown, and the quality of the crop."

William Massie: "Orchard Book", 1852-1862 
(online item available) Box 2

Digital Object: William Massie: "Orchard Book", 1852-1862
Scope and Contents

Bound volume, 226 pages, approximately 15x20cm, containing entries by 
William Massie about the various orchards and nurseries at Pharsalia. Notes 
record dates of planting, pruning, harvesting, and different yields. This 
volume does not appear to record names of enslaved people. Includes an 
index which lists the different crops represented: numerous types of apples, 
nectarines, cherries, plums, apricots, pears, grapes, blackberries, pearmains, 
cranberries, nuts, quinces, and others.

William Massie: "Weather Memorandum Book", 
1858-1860 (online item available) Box 2

Digital Object: William Massie: "Weather Memorandum Book", 1858-1860
Scope and Contents

Bound volume, 117 pages, approximately 14x20 cm, with penciled annotation 
that it was William Massie's book for Pharsalia, Nelson Co., and a notation 
on the inside cover that it later belonged to Florence Massie Mortone, 
Lynchburg, Va. The volume contains manuscript daily logs for weather, 
including temperatures, from 1858 January 1 through 1860 December 31. 
There are some references to enslaved people but it is generally not very 
detailed in that regard. Some days include comments on activities on the 
plantation, such as crop harvesting, hog slaughter, or the travels of different 
family members, and sometimes other topics on Massie's mind, similar 
to a diary entry. For example: "O if the political horizon was as clear as 
the Heavenly, how happy we might all be, but in the latter, the potential 
gloom over hangs us. O Heavenly Father watch over us, direct us right, and 
preserve us from infuriated fanaticism North, and fire eating South" (1860 
Dec. 29).
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"Inventory and Appraisement of the Estate of 
Wm Massie Dec'd Sept. 1862", 1862 (online 
item available) Box 2

Digital Object: "Inventory and Appraisement of the Estate of Wm Massie Dec'd 
Sept. 1862", 1862
Scope and Contents

Bound volume, 31 pages, approximately 21x32cm, consisting of an inventory 
of furniture, household items, livestock, and supplies created following 
William Massie's death. This volume does not appear to include specific 
names or numbers of enslaved people. The appraisal includes items in rooms 
and storage spaces at Pharsalia, Level Green, and Tyro, as well as different 
outbuildings and other locations. Contents and their monetary values are 
listed by room. Rooms listed include: Pharsalia's Garret, Long room, Big 
room, Little room, East end room, Nursery, West end room, Chamber, Office, 
Drawing room, Dining room, Pantry, Passage, Store room, Closet adjoining 
office, New Lumber house, Whiskey cellar, Old Lumber house, Weaving 
house, Daphne, Hospital, Lime house, Coonery, Carriage house, Apple 
house, Blacksmith shop and shelter, Still house, Coopers shop. Also includes 
inventories of Level Green, Tyro, Tyro Mill, Wheel Rights shop, Guano 
house, the Mill at Pharsalia, Coal house, and Stable shed. The inventory 
is very thorough - for example, the store room sections includes each vial 
of medicine or herb, the dining room items reflect the range of tableware, 
and the outbuildings sections list pounds of salt, barrels of whiskey or other 
alcohol, numbers of horses and livestock, and types of farm equipment. The 
volume offers a comprehensive glimpse of the plantation's range of activities 
in 1862.

Return to Table of Contents

- Page 16 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4057rq0z
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/r4057rq0z

	Title Page
	Summary
	Biographical/Historical
	Scope and Content
	Arrangement
	Administrative Information
	Related Materials
	Names and Subjects
	Collection Inventory
	Papers
	Bound volumes

