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Collection Title:
Seymour Mauskopf papers, 1930-1993

Creator:
Mauskopf, Seymour H.

Abstract:
Duke University Professor of History. Materials and recordings used in preparation
for Mauskopf's book, The Elusive Science, and other research on the history of
parapsychology and psychical research. Also includes articles by Mauskopf and
other historians, scientists, and psychologists.

Extent:
10 Linear Feet
4408 Items

Language:
Material in English

Collection ID:
RL.00859

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1v069

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Seymour Mauskopf Papers, David M. Rubenstein
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection (107 items, dated 1972-1985) contains materials used in preparation
for Mauskopf's book, The Elusive Science, co-authored with M.R. McVaugh.
Included are audio cassettes, transcripts, and notes. Interviews are with J.B.
and Louisa Rhine, B.F. Skinner, Gardner Murphy, J. Gaither Pratt, and other
prominent psychologists. Five notebooks contain chiefly Mauskopf's notes on
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the council minutes of the Society for Psychical Research; and there is also a
reel-to-reel tape of an interview with Mrs. K.M. Goldney.

Addition (05-071) (2000 items, 1.6 lin. ft.; dated 1930-1978 and undated)
includes miscellaneous correspondence, clippings, and printed material
produced by and related to J. B. Rhine and the Parapsychology Laboratory,
collected by Mauskopf and McVaugh for The Elusive Science. Includes 11 black-
and-white photographs, as well as files of note cards indexing portions of the
correspondence files in the Parapsychology Laboratory Records. The addition is
open to researchers.

Addition (11-193) (2200 items, 3.0 lin. ft.; dated 1930s-1990s) includes notes
and research, including photocopies of primary documents, about the history of
parapsychology and psychical research. The collection also contains some drafts
or notes by Mauskopf about The Elusive Science, as well as other writings

by him relating to the history of science. Also includes printed materials,
miscellaneous correspondence, and articles by other historians, psychologists,
and scientists.

Addition (2012) (8 items, 0.1 lin. ft.; dated 1990-1992 and undated) contains
a folder of materials for the Science, Technology and Human Values Program
steering committee, with program brochures, a list of symposium topics and
courses, and one set of Mauskopf's committee meeting notes along with his
notes on the budget.

Biographical/Historical

Seymour Mauskopf is a professor emeritus of history at Duke University. He
earned an AB from Cornell in 1960 and a PhD from Princeton University in
1966. His research interests include intellectual history, particularly the history
of science, ranging from chemistry and the allied sciences in the 18th and 19th
centuries to the history of parapyschology and marginal sciences.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
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askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Researchers must register and agree to copyright and privacy laws before using
this collection.

All or portions of this collection may be housed off-site in Duke University's
Library Service Center. The library may require up to 48 hours to retrieve these
materials for research use.

Please contact Research Services staff before visiting the David M. Rubenstein
Rare Book & Manuscript Library to use this collection.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are original audiovisual items that
need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are digitized audiovisual
materials that require special equipment. Contact Research Services with
questions.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book &
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Seymour Mauskopf Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2005-2012.

Processing Information

Processed by Meghan Lyon, June 2012

Encoded by Meghan Lyon, June 2012

Updated for [2012] accession by Alice Poffinberger, February 2014
Accession(s) described in this finding aid: 2005-0071, 2011-0193, [2012]

Materials may not have been ordered and described beyond their original
condition. Materials remain grouped by their original accessions.
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Names and Subjects

Parapsychology -- Research -- History
Audiovisual materials

Mauskopf, Seymour H. -- Elusive Science
Skinner, B.E. (Burrhus Frederic), 1904-1990
Rhine, J. B. (Joseph Banks), 1895-1980
Rhine, Louisa E., 1891-1983

Murphy, Gardner, 1895-1979

Pratt, J. Gaither (Joseph Gaither), 1910-1979
Mauskopf, Seymour H.

McVaugh, M.R. (Michael Rogers), 1938-

Collection Inventory

Original Accession, 1972-1985
Physical Description: 5 boxes

Scope and Contents note

Collection (107 items, dated 1972-1985) contains materials used in preparation
for Mauskopf's book, The Elusive Science, co-authored with M.R. McVaugh.
Included are audio cassettes, transcripts, and notes. Interviews are with J.B.
and Louisa Rhine, B.F. Skinner, Gardner Murphy, J. Gaither Pratt, and other
prominent psychologists. Five notebooks contain chiefly Mauskopf's notes on
the council minutes of the Society for Psychical Research; and there is also a
reel-to-reel tape of an interview with Mrs. K.M. Goldney.

Access Restrictions:

Analog audiovisual materials must be digitized prior to use. Contact Research
Services for further information.

Audio recordings
Arranged alphabetically by interviewee last name.

Access Restrictions:
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Audio tapes must be digitized prior to access, whether they are the original
audio tapes or use tapes created from the originals. Digital files are listed
beneath interviewee names for tapes that have been digitized, and may be
requested by selecting the associated Digital Set. Contact Research Services

for further information.

Lewis Anderson, 1975-02-12

Original audiocassette, 1 of 2
Use copy audiocassette, 1 of 2
Original audiocassette, 2 of 2

Use copy audiocassette, 2 of 2

K. Banham, 1974-02-08
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

Hans Bender, 197

Original audiocass

2 K®))

-08-26
ette, 1 of 2

Use copy audiocassette, 1 of 2
Original audiocassette, 2 of 2

Use copy audiocassette, 2 of 2

John Bevan, 1978-11-26
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

William Bevan, 1977-12-23
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Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0066

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0026

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0067

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0027
Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0043
Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0003
Box 1 > Audio-cassette

RL0O0859-CS-0078

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0038

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0079

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0039
Box 2 > Audio-cassette

RL.00859-CS-0103

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0088
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Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

Laura Dale, 1974-05-29

Original audiocassette

Physical Description: 1:30:00

Use copy audiocassette

Physical Description: 1:24:15

Original audiocassette, 1974-06-17
Use copy audiocassette, 1974-06-17

Joseph Greenwood, 1974-03-30; 1975-12-24

3 97
Original audiocassette, 1974-03-30
Use copy audiocassette, 1974-03-30
Original audiocassette, 1975-12-24

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-12-24
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Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0096

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0081

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0053
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-CS0053

> Audio-file RL0O0859-
CS-0053 01.way,
RL0O0859-CS-0053 02.wav

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0013

Box 5 > Audio-reel
RL00859-RR-0001
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-RR0001
> Audio-file RL0O0859-
RR-0001.wav

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0055

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0015
Box 1 > Audio-cassette

RL.00859-CS-0049

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0009

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0075

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0035
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Original audiocassette Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL.00859-CS-0063

Paul Gross, 1975-01-20

Use copy audiocassette Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0023

R. Heywood, 1974-10-10
Original audiocassette, 1 of 2 Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0060

Use copy audiocassette, 1 of 2 Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0020

G.M. Johnson 74
Original audiocassette Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0060

Digital-materials

RL0O0859-SET-CS0060

> Audio-file RLO0859-

CS-0060 01.way,

RL0O0859-CS-0060 02.wav
Physical Description: 1:00:32

Use copy audiocassette Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0020

G.W. Lambert; Mrs. G.M. Johnson, 1974-06-04;

1974-06-07
Original audiocassette Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0054
Use copy audiocassette Box 3 > Audio-cassette

RL0O0859-CS-0014

Original audiocassette Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0048

A.]. Linzmayer, 1974-03-21

Use copy audiocassette Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0008

J.G. Miller, 1975-05-06

Original audiocassette Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0076
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Use copy audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette, 1973-12-05

Physical Description: 1:34:00

Original audiocassette, 1973-12-06

Use copy audiocassette, 1973-12-06

Physical Description: 0:55:00

Original audiocassette, 1974-03-30

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-03-30

Physical Description: 1:02:00

Edwin B. Newman, 1974-11-21
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette
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Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0036

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0041

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0001
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-CS0001

> Audio-file RL0O0859-
CS-0001 Ol.way,
RL0O0859-CS-0001 02.wav

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0042

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0002
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-CS0002

> Audio-file RL0O0859-
CS-0002 01.way,
RL0O0859-CS-0002 02.wav

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0050

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0010
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-CS0010

> Audio-file RL0O0859-
CS-0010 0O1l1.wav,
RL0O0859-CS-0010 02.wav

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0062

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0022
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Original audiocassette, 1 of 2

Betty and Fraser Nicol, 1978-06-20

Use copy audiocassette, 1 of 2
Original audiocassette, 2 of 2

Use copy audiocassette, 2 of 2

Dorothy Pope, 1978-11-07
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

J.G. Pratt, 1974-05-20; 1975-06-10
Original audiocassette, tape 2, 1974-05-20

Use copy audiocassette, tape 2, 1974-05-20
Original audiocassette, tape 3, 1974-05-21
Use copy audiocassette, tape 3, 1974-05-21
Original audiocassette, tape 2, 1975-06-10
Use copy audiocassette, tape 2, 1975-06-10
Original audiocassette, tape 3, 1975-06-10
Use copy audiocassette, tape 3, 1975-06-10

J.B. Rhine, 1974-02-15; 1977-06-30
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Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0097

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0042

Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0098

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0043
Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0102
Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0087
Box 1 > Audio-cassette

RL.00859-CS-0051

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0011

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0052

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0012

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0069

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0029

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0070

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0030
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Original audiocassette, 1974-02-15;
1974-02-22

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-02-15;
1974-02-22

Original audiocassette, 1974-02-22

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-02-22

Original audiocassette, 1974-03-08;
1974-03-15

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-03-08;
1974-03-15

Original audiocassette, 1974-03-15;
1974-03-27

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-03-15;
1974-03-27

Original audiocassette, 1974-07-05

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-07-05

Original audiocassette, 1974-07-19

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-07-19

Original audiocassette, 1975-01-17

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-01-17
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Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0044

Box 3 > Audio-cassette

RL0O0859-CS-0004

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0045

Box 3 > Audio-cassette

RL.00859-CS-0005

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0046

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0006

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0047

Box 3 > Audio-cassette

RL0O0859-CS-0007

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0057

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0017

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0059

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0019

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0064

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0024
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Original audiocassette, 1975-01-24

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-01-24

Original audiocassette, 1975-03-31

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-03-31

Original audiocassette, 1975-10-17

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-10-17

Original audiocassette, 1975-10-31

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-10-31

Original audiocassette, 1975-12-18

Use copy audiocassette, 1975-12-18

Original audiocassette, 1977-06-30

Use copy audiocassette, 1977-06-30

J.B. Rhine; Louisa Rhine, 1974-07-12;
1979-02-18
Original audiocassette, 1974-07-12

Physical Description: 1:35:30

- Page 13 -

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0065

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0025

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0068

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0028

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0072

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RLO0859-CS-0032

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0073

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0033

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0074

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0034

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0080

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0040

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0058
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-CS0058
> Audio-file RL0O0859-
CS-0058 01.way,

RL0O0859-CS-0058 02.wav
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Use copy audiocassette, 1974-07-12

Original audiocassette, 1978

Physical Description: 1:35:30

Use copy audiocassette, 1978
Original audiocassette, 1978-06-06
Use copy audiocassette, 1978-06-06
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

Original audiocassette, 1979-02-18

Use copy audiocassette, 1979-02-18

G. Schmeidler, 1976-05-29
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

B.F. Skinner, 1974-11-21; 1978-11-07

Original audiocassette, 1974-11-21

Use copy audiocassette, 1974-11-21
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Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0018

Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0058
Digital-materials
RL0O0859-SET-CS0058

> Audio-file RL0O0859-
CS-0058 01.wav,
RL0O0859-CS-0058 02.wav

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0018

Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0107

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0092

Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0104

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0089

Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0109

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0094
Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0077
Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0037
Box 1 > Audio-cassette

RL.00859-CS-0063

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0023
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Original audiocassette, 1978-06-23
Use copy audiocassette, 1978-06-23

Wilma Stuart, 1978-11-07
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

R.H. Thouless, 1974-06-26

Original audiocassette
Use copy audiocassette
Original audiocassette, 2 of 2

Use copy audiocassette, 2 of 2

Donald . West, 1978-07-17
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

Dael Wolfle, 1975-09-10
Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette

Zirkles, undated

Original audiocassette

Use copy audiocassette
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Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0099

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0084
Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0102
Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0087
Box 1 > Audio-cassette

RL00859-CS-0056

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0016

Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0061

Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0021
Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0100
Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0085
Box 1 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0071
Box 3 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0031
Box 2 > Audio-cassette

RL00859-CS-0105

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0090
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Original audiocassette, 2 of 2 Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0106

Use copy audiocassette, 2 of 2 Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0091

Original audiocassette Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0108

Use copy audiocassette Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0093

Original audiocassette, 2 of 2 Box 2 > Audio-cassette
RL00859-CS-0110

Use copy audiocassette, 2 of 2 Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL0O0859-CS-0095

Unlabeled materials Box 5

Return to Table of Contents

Accession (2005-0071), 1930-1978
Physical Description: 4 boxes

Scope and Contents note

Addition (05-071) (2000 items, 1.6 lin. ft.; dated 1930-1978 and undated)
includes miscellaneous correspondence, clippings, and printed material
produced by and related to J. B. Rhine and the Parapsychology Laboratory,
collected by Mauskopf and McVaugh for The Elusive Science. Includes 11 black-
and-white photographs, as well as files of note cards indexing portions of the
correspondence files in the Parapsychology Laboratory Records.

Access Restrictions:

Analog audiovisual materials must be digitized prior to use. Contact Research
Services for further information.

Accession (2005-0071) Box 1-4

Return to Table of Contents

Accessions (2011-0193), (2012), 1930s-1990s
Physical Description: 2 boxes
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Scope and Contents note

Addition (11-193) (2200 items, 3.0 lin. ft.; dated 1930s-1990s) includes notes
and research, including photocopies of primary documents, about the history of
parapsychology and pyschical research. The collection also contains some drafts
or notes by Mauskopf about The Elusive Science, as well as other writings

by him relating to the history of science. Also includes printed materials,
miscellaneous correspondence, and articles by other historians, pyschologists,
and scientists.

Addition (2012) (8 items, 0.1 lin. ft.; dated 1990-1992 and undated) contains
a folder of materials for the Science, Technology and Human Values Program
steering committee, with program brochures, a list of symposium topics and
courses, and one set of Mauskopf's committee meeting notes along with his
notes on the budget.

Research Materials

Interview notes: ]J.B. Rhine, Thouless, Murphy,

etc. Box 1
Notebook, unlabeled, undated Box 1
Research on Gardner Murphy Box 1
Historical (general) materials Box 1
Primary research photocopies Box 1
Parapsychology: The Elusive Science drafts

and notes Box 1
American Society for Pyschical Research

research and histories, 1985 Box 1
Correspondence notes, 1932-1935 Box 1
American Society for Psychical Research

primary sources Box 1
American Society for Pyschical Research notes Box 1
Research and correspondence on the Rhines

and history of parapsychology, 1970s Box 1
Application for History of Parapsychology

grants, 1970s Box 1
Chapter 5 photocopies and notecards Box 1
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History of parapsychology research and

primary sources Box 1
Multiple personality research articles Box 1
Parapsychology reprints Box 1

Physical Description: 3 folders

Papers and Writings
American Society for Pyschical Research
papers and presentations Box 1

History of Marginal Science talks, papers, and
notes Box 1

Physical Description: 2 folders

The Elusive Science reviews Box 1

Notepads from writings Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders

Epilogue drafts Box 2

Articles by Mauskopf Box 2

Physical Description: 3 folders
History of Science Encyclopedia entries Box 2

Other Materials

Articles by others Box 2
Physical Description: 3 folders

Monte Cooper senior thesis Box 2

Rhine Research Center Box 2

General correspondence on parapsychology,
1970s Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders

Miscellaneous correspondence, 1980s-1990s Box 2
Acc. (2012) Science, Technology and

Human Values Program steering committee,
1990-1992 and undated Box 2

- Page 18 -



Guide to the Seymour Mauskopf Papers, 1930-1993

Photographs Box 2

Volumes
Human Personality and its Survival of Bodily
Death, by Frederic W.H. Myers, 1903 (2
volumes of 1954 reprint) Box 2
The Seybert Commission on Spiritualism, 1887 Box 2

Preliminary Studies of a Vaudeville
Telepathist, 1937 Box 2

Parapsychology: Frontier Science of the Mind,
1957 Box 2

Statistical Methods and Scientific Inference,
1956 Box 2

Extra-sensory Perception After Sixty Years,
1940 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents
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