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Collection Title:
Man Bites Dog Films records, 1990-1991, 2000-2024, 1975-1979

Creator:
Man Bites Dog Films

Source:
Human Rights Archive (Duke University); Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke
University)

Abstract:
Man Bites Dog Films is the creator of the podcast Leonard: Political Prisoner, which
received the Rubenstein Library's first Human Rights Audio Documentary Award
in 2021. The podcast details the case of Leonard Peltier, an Indigenous activist
and artist who is serving a life sentence in prison for allegedly killing two FBI
agents in 1975. Collection includes episodes and transcripts from season one of
the podcast, as well as bonus interviews and transcripts, photographs, art, and
supporting documents. Acquired as part of the Human Rights Archive and Archive
of Documentary Arts at Duke University.

Extent:
31.7 Gigabytes
4 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.12041

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1dg7w

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Man Bites Dog Films records, David M. Rubenstein
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists of twenty-two episodes and accompanying transcripts,
comprising seasons one and two of Leonard: Political Prisoner. Also included are
bonus interviews and transcripts with Leonard Peltier; several Lakota people,
including Chase Iron Eyes, Edgar Bear Runner, and Milo Yellow Hair; as well

as filmmaker Michael Apted, reporter Kevin McTiernan, Dr. Tria Blu Wakpa,
Indigenous activist Lenny Foster, and others. The bonus material featuring
Lenny Foster has a short standalone profile of him entitled "Behind Iron Doors."

Supporting documentation for Leonard: Political Prisoner consists of documents
and interviews from the International Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, an
advocacy group working to secure Peltier's release, transcripts of interviews
that Michael Apted conducted while creating the films "Incident at Oglala" and
"Thunderheart" (both about Peltier), artwork created by Leonard Peltier, and
documents covering the trials, newspaper clippings, and correspondence with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Also included are photographs of
Peltier, Indigenous Peoples Day (2019), a 2019 visit to Pine Ridge Reservation,
a 2021 trip to North Dakota, a 2021 trip to Washington, DC, and interview
subjects for the podcast.

Biographical/Historical

Man Bites Dog Films is a media production company owned by Rory Owen
Delaney and Andrew Fuller. The company is the creator the podcast Leonard:
Political Prisoner, which received the Rubenstein Library's first Human Rights
Audio Documentary Award in 2021. The podcast details the case of Leonard
Peltier, an Indigenous activist and artist who is serving a life sentence in prison
for allegedly killing two FBI agents in 1975.

Leonard Peltier (Anishinabe/Dakota/Lakota) is an Indigenous rights activist,
artist, writer, and great-grandfather. He was born on the Turtle Mountain
Indian Reservation (Chippewa) in North Dakota on September 12, 1944. He
had thirteen siblings and grew up in poverty. He became active in the American
Indian Movement in the 1960s and 1970s, working in Seattle, Denver, and
finally the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, helping Indigenous
communites, planning programs, and advocating for Indigenous rights. On June
26, 1975, two FBI agents were killed in a shooting on Pine Ridge Reservation,
and after a controversial trial, Peltier was convicted of killing both agents. The
trial was controversial for many reasons, including contradictory evidence, false
and/or contradictory testimonies, an unfair trial (all-white jury and a location
change), and Peltier's illegal extradition from Canada. Despite numerous
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appeals, Peltier remains incarcerated as of 2022. Peltier has described himself
as a political prisoner.

The American Indian Movement (AIM) began in 1968 as a grassroots
movement, primarily focused on addressing police brutality against Native
Americans. AIM quickly expanded its scope to advocate for Indigenous rights
and push back against settler colonialism and policies, as well as to preserve
and restore Indigenous culture.

Source: International Leonard Peltier Defense Committee; American Indian
Movement Grand Governing Council (accessed August 23, 2022).

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive

Duke University

Durham 27708

askRL@duke.edu

URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Collection contains electronic records that require special
equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations,
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Man Bites Dog Films records were received by the David M. Rubenstein
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2022 and 2024.
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Processing Information

Processed by Leah Tams, August 2022, and [Matthew] Farrell, March 2024.

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2022-0049, 2022-0101,
2024-0046.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

Indigenous peoples -- Civil rights
Political prisoners

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation (S.D.)
Political prisoners as artists

Podcasts

Peltier, Leonard

Apted, Michael, 1941-2021

Leonard Peltier Defense Committee
Yellow Hair, Milo

Human Rights Archive (Duke University)
Chase Iron Eyes, 1978-

Edgar Bear Runner, 1951-2021

Foster, Lenny

Wakpa, Tria Blu

Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)

Collection Inventory

Season 1 Episodes and Transcripts, 2019-2020
Physical Description: 3 Gigabytes; 17 files.

Scope and Contents

Eight episodes and accompanying transcripts for Leonard: Political Prisoner, a
podcast about Leonard Peltier, America's longest-serving political prisoner. He
has spent the last 47 years in prison for a crime he didn't commit. This is the
story of how he ended up behind bars, and the people who've been working for
decades to set him free.

Access Restrictions:
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Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.
Contact Research Services with questions.

Episode 1: June 26, 1975, 2020 June 26 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 42:44 minutes Summary: A decade of tension between the
American Indian Movement and the Federal Government turns deadly.
Description: On the morning of June 26, 1975, a firefight broke out on the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation between the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and members of the American Indian Movement. By noon, three people lay
dead: AIM member Joe Stuntz, and special agents Jack Coler and Ronald
Williams. But why was the FBI shooting at AIM activists on sovereign Lakota
land in the first place?

Episode 2: Mr. Bear Runner Goes to Rushmore,
2020 July 03 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 18:39 minutes Summary: To people like Lakota tribal historian
Edgar Bear Runner, Mount Rushmore isn't a monument to freedom. It's a
reminder of an ongoing genocide. Description: To commemorate July 4, 2020,
President Trump is traveling to the Black Hills of South Dakota to give a
speech in front of Mount Rushmore. But for the Lakota, the Black Hills are
sacred. And the carvings of the four Presidents represent a desecration of
their history and culture. As Edgar Bear Runner, a Lakota tribal historian,
puts it: "Mount Rushmore is a shrine to racism. A shrine to genocide."

Episode 3: Treaties, Goons, and G-Men (Part 1),
2020 July 16 Digital-materials RLL12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 40:48 minutes Summary: In the early 1970s, the Pine Ridge

Indian Reservation in South Dakota was a banana republic ruled by a puppet
government and policed by death squads. Description: The Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation—full of gold, uranium, and oil—contains some of the most
valuable land on the planet. But the Federal Government didn't know that
when they originally granted the territory to the Lakota in the Fort Laramie
Treaty of 1868. So for the next 100 years, the U.S. secretly took back the land
piece by piece: ultimately with the help of Dick Wilson, the dictatorial Tribal
Chairman of Pine Ridge, and his private militia, the GOON squad.
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Episode 4: Treaties, Goons, and G-Men (Part 2),
2020 July 30 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 46:20 minutes Summary: On the morning of June 26, 1975, Edgar
Bear Runner walked into the middle of the Pine Ridge shootout armed only
with a Sacred Pipe. Description: Edgar Bear Runner, the newly elected
President of the Porcupine District of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation,

was just 25 on the morning of June 26, 1975. When shots rang out on the
Jumping Bull ranch between the FBI and members of the American Indian
Movement, Edgar visited a Lakota medicine man, said a prayer, and went in
to help negotiate a truce. But he also had an ulterior motive: to help buy time
for the AIMsters to escape.

Episode 5: Coincidental Witness, 2020 August
13 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 41:30 minutes Summary: When NPR reporter Kevin McKiernan
traveled out to Pine Ridge in June, 1975, he never thought he'd find himself
in the middle of a shootout. Description: In June, 1975, reporter Kevin
McKiernan traveled to South Dakota to cover the trial of AIM leader Dennis
Banks who was standing trial for his role in the 1973 Custer Courthouse Riot.
But as the hearing got underway on June 26, word spread that shots had
been fired 100 miles away on the Pine Ridge Reservation between Federal
agents and members of AIM. So McKiernan jumped in his truck and raced
into the center of the firefight.

Episode 6: I Ain't No Young Man No More, 2020
August 27 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 53:13 minutes Summary: With 20 confirmed cases of COVID-19
at Florida's Coleman Federal Penitentiary, we speak with Leonard about his
health, his frustrations, and his dreams of finally being free. Description: The
Bureau of Prisons makes it deliberately hard to interview federal inmates. In
the case of political prisoners like Leonard Peltier, they make it even harder.
But in this episode, we get around all their procedural barricades and finally
speak with Leonard himself—about his health, his hopes, and his future. We
also interview Kevin Sharp, the lawyer petitioning the Trump Administration
to grant Leonard clemency. And we talk with two of Leonard's close friends:
Lenny Foster, Leonard's long-time spiritual adviser who's brought healing

to more than 1,500 imprisoned Native Americans; and Connie Nelson,
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the filmmaker and activist (and former wife of Willie Nelson) who's been
advocating for Leonard's release since the 1980s.

Episode 7: Indigenous Resilience, 2020 October
15 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 41:11 minutes Summary: Despite the efforts of a group of retired
FBI agents, Leonard continues to fight for justice through his artwork,
defending our inalienable right to free speech from behind bars. Description:
Political prisoners are often forgotten because the government disappears
them into the system. Leonard's art draws attention back to his story, which
is why some would rather silence him. In this bonus episode we speak with
UCLA professor Dr. Tria Blu Wakpa, who explains why Leonard's art is

a powerful example of indigenous resilience, and Larry Hildes, the civil
liberties attorney fighting for Leonard's right to free speech. We also attend
the second annual Indigenous Peoples Day Celebration at Los Angeles City
Hall with Oglala Lakota tribal presidential candidate Chase Iron Eyes, who
opens up about his arrest at Standing Rock and why he believes the United
States should free Leonard to promote a conciliation with indigenous nations.

Episode 8: Incident at Pacific Palisades, 2020
December 03 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0001

Scope and Contents

Run Time: 40:09 minutes Summary: In an explosive interview, noted film
director Michael Apted exposes a decade-long dispute with Robert Redford
over the controversial editing of the seminal Leonard Peltier documentary
"Incident at Oglala." Description: According to the documentary's

director, accomplished filmmaker Michael Apted (Coal Miner's Daughter,
Thunderheart, The World Is Not Enough), Robert Redford ruined "Incident
at Oglala" out of fear of upsetting the powers that be. Although Redford was
scarcely involved in the production of the documentary, he became heavily
involved in its post-production, exercising his authority as executive producer
to censor the final cut. When Mr. Apted objected to the omission of a vital
section of commentary from two circuit court judges criticizing the handling
of Leonard's trial, he was overruled and banned from the film's Sundance
premiere.

Return to Table of Contents

Season 1 Bonus Interviews and Transcripts, 2019-2020

Physical Description: 15 Gigabytes; 44 files.
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Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.

Contact Research Services with questions.

Chase Iron Eyes, 2019 October 14

Connie Nelson, circa 2019-2020

Cuney Dog, 2019 August

Dr. Tria Blu Wakpa, 2019 October 03

Edgar Bear Runner, 2019 May - August

Jean Roach, 2019 August 03

Kevin McKiernan, 2019 October

Kevin Sharp, 2020 June 04

Larry Hildes, circa 2019-2020

Lenny Foster, 2019-2020

Leonard Peltier, 2019 May 05

Michael Apted, circa 2019-2020

Milo Yellow Hair, 2020 August

Ward Churchill, 2020 June 17
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Return to Table of Contents

Season 1 Supporting Documents, Photographs, and Art, 1990-2020
Physical Description: 1.1 Gigabytes; 330 files. 1 piece of artwork.

Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.
Contact Research Services with questions.

International Leonard Peltier Defense
Committee documents, 2000, 2016 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0002

Scope and Contents

Documents about the committee's advocacy work, including summary
information about Peltier's case and his application for clemency. Also
included are three interviews from 2000: two with the FBI and one with
Peltier.

Michael Apted documents, 1990-1991 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0002

Scope and Contents

Contains scans of interview transcripts for Apted's 1992 film "Incident at
Oglala" and a two scans of notes and correspondence, including a letter from
Robert Redford.

Season 1 Photos: Indigenous Peoples Day, 2019
October 14 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0002

Scope and Contents

Includes photographs of the "Carceral Liberation?: A Native American Prison
Art Show" exhibit and City Hall, as well as a photo of Chase Iron Eyes in the
Grand Central Market.

Season 1 Photos: Kevin McKiernan interview,

2019 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0002
Season 1 Photos: Michael Apted, 2019 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0002
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Season 1 Photos: Pine Ridge, 2019 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0002

Scope and Contents

Color photographs of people, buildings, and events at Pine Ridge Reservation
in South Dakota, including a parade featuring many members of the
Indigenous community.

Season 1 Photos: Leonard Peltier, 2009 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0002

Scope and Contents

Black and white portraits of Peltier.

Podcast Key Art, 2020 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0002
Tube 1

Scope and Contents

Includes two digital image files and an original painting on canvas by Los
Angeles artist Carlos Chavez. The painting was inspired by the final podcast
key art for Leonard: Political Prisoner.

Art by Peltier, 2003-2020 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0002

Scope and Contents

Images of oil paintings created by Peltier. Also includes photographs of
Indigenous people, activities, and landscapes.

Return to Table of Contents

Season 2 Episodes and Scripts, 2021-2024

Physical Description: 11.2 Gigabytes
29 files

Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.

Contact Research Services with questions.

Leonard Season Two Summary, 2024 January Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0003

Physical Description: 0.01 Megabytes
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1 file
Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.

Episode 1: Treaty Defender, 2021 June 07

Physical Description: 841 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 2: The Great Escape, 2021 June 24

Physical Description: 326 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 3: Good Indian Guides, 2021 October
21

Physical Description: 798 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 4: Sacrificed, 2021 December 02

Physical Description: 834 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 5: Son of June, 2022 April 28

Physical Description: 921 Megabytes
2 files
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Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 6: What the Hell Just Happened, 2022

August 09

Physical Description: 1.32 Gigabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 7: Big Burning Dumpster Fire, 2022

September 01

Physical Description: 634 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 8: NDN KARS, 2022 September 29

Physical Description: 358 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 9: Tipi Quest, 2022 November 03

Physical Description: 350 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 10: Dragnet, 2023 February 16

Physical Description: 806 Megabytes
2 files
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Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 11: Not Guilty, 2023 October 11

Physical Description: 872 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 12: O Canada, 2023 October 11

Physical Description: 1.01 Gigabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 13: Snow Job, 2023 October 11

Physical Description: 1.35 Gigabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Episode 14: Louise, 2023 October 11

Physical Description: 989 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Return to Table of Contents

Season 2 Bonus Materials, 2022

Physical Description: 709 Megabytes
4 files

Access Restrictions:
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Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.
Contact Research Services with questions.

Joe Troop Music, 2022 Digital-materials RL.12041-
SET-0003

Physical Description: 179 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains audio and document files.

Keith Secola Music Videos, 2022 Digital-materials RLL12041-
SET-0003

Physical Description: 529 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains video files.

Return to Table of Contents

Season 2 Research Documents, 1975-1979, 1990, 2019-2023

Physical Description: 331 Megabytes
35 files

Access Restrictions:

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.
Contact Research Services with questions.

FBI Correspondence, 2021 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0003

Physical Description: 0.08 Megabytes
1 file

Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.

AG Garland Senate Budget Meeting, 2023 Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0003

Physical Description: 240 Megabytes
2 files
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Scope and Contents

Contains video and document files.

Butler-Robideau Cedar Rapids Trial, 2019

Physical Description: 14 Megabytes
1 file

Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.

Civil Rights Commission, 1975-1976

Physical Description: 11 Megabytes
2 files

Scope and Contents

Contains document files.

New Incident at Oglala transcript, 1990

Physical Description: 45 Megabytes
1 file

Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.

Newspaper Articles, 1975-1976

Physical Description: 12 Megabytes
12 files

Scope and Contents

Contains document files.

Peltier Criminal Trial, 1977

Physical Description: 6 Megabytes
1 file

Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.
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Peltier Extradition Trial, 1977

Physical Description: 2 Megabytes
1 file

Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.

Return to Table of Contents

Season 2 Production Photos, 2020-2022

Physical Description: 268 Megabytes
67 files

Access Restrictions:

Digital-materials RL12041-
SET-0003

Access note. Series contains electronic records that require special equipment.

Contact Research Services with questions.

South Dakota Trip, 2021

Physical Description: 90 Megabytes
19 files

Scope and Contents

Contains still image files.

Washington DC Trip, 2021

Physical Description: 175 Megabytes
44 files

Scope and Contents

Contains still image files.

Interview subjects, 2020-2022

Physical Description: 3 Megabytes
4 files

Scope and Contents

Contains still image files.
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