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Summary

Collection Title:
Melanie Morrison papers, 1920-2023

Creator:
Morrison, Melanie, 1949-; Morrison, Eleanor Shelton

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Melanie Morrison is an author, speaker, pastor, social justice educator, and 
lesbian feminist anti-racist activist. The Melanie Morrison papers reflect her 
ministerial career as well as the life and works of her mother Eleanor Shelton 
Morrison and the non-profit they co-created, the Leaven Center, which offers social 
justice workshops and retreats. The collection contains correspondence, writings, 
research/reference materials, photographs, and other documents related to the 
careers of the two women and the activities and organization of the Leaven Center. 
Acquired as part of the Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture.

Extent:
16.0 linear feet Linear Feet (9 Paige boxes, 2 half document boxes, 2 whole 
document boxs, 1 flat box)

Language:
Materials primarily in English with some in The Netherlands sub-series in Dutch.

Collection ID:
RL.13175

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1gr06

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Melanie Morrison Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

The papers of author, speaker, pastor, social justice educator, and lesbian 
feminist anti-racist activist Melanie Morrison detail her professional ministerial 
career, her mother Eleanor's personal and professional career, and the records 
of Leaven Center, the organization they co-founded. The majority of the 
collection documents Melanie's writings, professional activities, and materials 
related to the workshop she co-created Doing Our Own Work.

Biographical/Historical

Melanie Morrison is an author, speaker, pastor, social justice educator, designer/
facilitator of workshops, and lesbian feminist anti-racist activist Melanie was the 
co-founder of the Leaven Center and of Allies for Change.

Morrison (b. 1949) is the daughter of former pastors Truman A. Morrison and 
Eleanor Shelton Morrison; Eleanor taught one of the first human sexuality 
courses at Michigan State University, wrote several books on the topic, and was 
an advocate for LGBTQ rights and civil liberties.

Melanie graduated from Yale Divinity School in 1978 and was ordained with 
the United Church of Christ. From 1982-1987, she lived in she the Netherlands 
and served as a pastor with a Dutch congregation in Groningen where she 
wrote articles and essays based on her experiences in the Netherlands. In 
1998, she received her Ph.D. in theology from the University of Groningen in 
the Netherlands. After returning from the Netherlands in 1987, Melanie and 
Cyril Colonius co-founded Phoenix Community Church in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
purposefully creating a space that welcomed all LGBTQ identities. She was 
one of the founding members of CLOUT (Christian Lesbian Out Together) that 
celebrates the intersectional identities.

In 1987, Melanie and her mother Eleanor co-founded Leaven, a non-profit 
organization focused on providing training and resources on spirituality and 
social justice. They partnered with various organizations, universities, and 
churches to do presentations from the 1988 to 2012, including workshops 
entitled In Our Own Voice, Sister Colleagues, Doing Our Own Work, Sisters in a 
Strange Land, Turning Points, and Sabbath Time. Common topics included anti-
racism, heterosexism, family and parenting, sexuality and spirituality. In 1993, 
Melanie and Eleanor wrote Created in God's Image, a guide on adult sexuality 
curriculum for the United Church of Christ. This resource was utilized by other 
local churches and congregations throughout the country.

The Leaven Center, a retreat space dedicated to facilitating discussions on 
social justice and spirituality was founded in 1988 in Lyons, Michigan. After 
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12 years as co-director, Melanie left Leaven to create Allies for Change, an 
organization dedicated to social justice education and community engagement. 
She continued to facilitate Doing Our Own Work, an intensive anti-racism 
program to support those committed to confronting racism and white 
supremacy.

Melanie is the author of six books: Verpleegkundigen en Ethiek (Nurses and 
Ethics) (1988), Created in God's Image (1993), The Grace of Coming Home 
(1995), Letters from Old Screamer Mountain (2021), Murder on Shades 
Mountain (2018) and Becoming Trustworthy White Allies (2025). She has 
written fifty-two essays and articles that have been featured in Dutch and 
American publications including Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion, Yale 
University Reflections, Sojourners, Journal of Current Social Issues, The 
Christian Century, Hervormd Nederland, Trouw, and The Witness.

Sources: LGBTQ Religious Archives Network (https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/
profiles/melanie-morrison) and Melanie Morrison's website (https://
www.melaniemorrison.net/) accessed 2026 March 15.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is arranged in four series: Melanie Morrison professional papers 
(1949-2023); Eleanor Shelton Morrison papers (1920-2014); Leaven Center 
records (1980-2012); and Audiovisual materials (1990-2009).

Files are arranged chronologically within each series except for audiovisual 
materials, which are grouped by material type. The majority of folder titles and 
titles for audiovisual materials originated with the creator.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
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Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Collection contains original audiovisual items that need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Melanie Morrison Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2024 and 2025.

Processing Information

Processed by Kemisa Kassa and Ren Bickel, March 2026

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2024-0170 and 2025-0031.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Sex education -- United States
• Religious education -- Michigan
• United Church of Christ -- Clergy
• Feminist theology
• Women clergy -- Michigan
• Anti-racism -- Religious aspects -- Christianity
• Nonprofit organizations -- Michigan
• Morrison, Melanie, 1949-
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Morrison, Eleanor Shelton
• Leaven, Inc.
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Collection Inventory

Melanie Morrison professional papers, 1949-2023
Scope and Contents

The Melanie Morrison professional papers series includes six sub-series: 
Correspondence, Church and ministry, Education and personal, The 
Netherlands, Organizations and activities, and Writings. The materials include 
correspondence, educational records, research files, sermons, articles, and 
books in addition to files from Morrison's many activist and ministerial activities 
with various organizations.

Correspondence, 1970-1998
Scope and Contents

This small sub-series includes a few cards and letters between Melanie 
Morrison and her parents, former congregation members, and publishing 
inquiries about her books.

Cards, 2020 Box 1

Coming Home Book responses, 1994-1998 Box 1

Letters to/from Jim and Nancy Forest, 
1982-1990 Box 1

Letters to parents From Mexico, 1970 Box 1

Politics of Sin publishing inquires, 1987-1998 Box 1

Church and ministry, 1960-2023
Scope and Contents

The Church and ministry sub-series hold Melanie Morrison's files from the 
beginning of her ministerial career at a church in Bronson, MI as well as her 
ordination records. There are copies of Created in God's Image, sermons she 
wrote during school and her first ministry, and files about Phoenix Church 
and Christian Lesbians OUT Together (CLOUT), two institutions she co-
founded.

Baptisms, weddings, funerals, etc., 1995-2023 Box 1

Bronson ministry miscellaneous documents, 
1978-1991 Box 1
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Bronson ministry photographs, 1970-1989 Box 1

Bronson ministry sermons, 1978-1981 Box 1
Physical Description: 7 folders 

Christian Lesbians OUT Together, 1988-2003 Box 1

Clergy retreats, 1991-2000 Box 1

Created in God's Image manual, 1990-1999 Box 1

Created in God's Image leader's manual, 
1990-1999 Box 1

Created in God's Image participant book, 
1990-1999 Box 1

Ministerial profile, 1987 Box 1

Ordination service, 1977-1978 Box 1

Phoenix Church bulletins, 1989-1993 Box 1

Photographs, 1960-2019 Box 1

Sermons, 1988-1992 Box 1
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Sistrim Lansing Women's Chorus, 1996-2000 Box 1

St. Stephen's Community Church ministry, 
2014 Box 1

Education and personal records, 1949-2013
Scope and Contents

The Education and personal sub-series include materials from Melanie 
Morrison's education at Beloit College and Yale Divinity School, certification 
and education awards, and birth certificate.

Beloit College records and correspondence, 
1968-1981 Box 1

Beloit College records and papers, 1967-1971 Box 1

Birth certificate, 1949-1997 Box 1
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Certifications and educational awards, 
1941-1992 Box 1

Chicago Theological Seminary sessions, 1996 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Melanie and April's New Years Newsletter, 
2013 Box 1

Yale Divinity School class papers, 1977 Box 1

Yale Divinity School records and 
correspondence, 1978-1996 Box 1

Yale Divinity School sermons, 1976-1977 Box 2

Word and World School, 2002-2004 Box 2

The Netherlands, 1980-1989
Scope and Contents

The Netherlands sub-series has documents written in Dutch with some in 
English. The files include Melanie Morrison's sermons, photographs with 
the Dutch congregation, research files, letters, and clippings related to 
her activism in The Netherlands. Morrison's research files included notes, 
photographs, interviews, and other related materials. Also included are the 
drafts of articles she wrote for various Dutch publications.

Beijum Church departure, 1980-1989 Box 2

Beijum Church Maria and Henk Jan wedding 
photos, 1984 November 18 Box 2

Beijum Church miscellaneous, 1982-1986 Box 2

Beijum Church photographs, 1980-1989 Box 2

Beijum Church sermons, 1983-1985 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Drafts and correspondence for articles 
published, 1983 Box 2

Dutch Peace Movement, 1982 Box 2

Koos Koster research, 1982 Box 2
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Lectures, 1982-1983 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Letters and miscellaneous documents, 
1980-1989 Box 2

Maggie Kahn and Gray Panthers interview and 
related materials, 1982-1983 Box 2

News clippings and articles About Melanie, 
1983-1986 Box 2

Stations of the Cross at Woensdrecht, 
1983-1984 Box 2

Stations of the Cross book, 1984 Box 2

Stations of the Cross planning and event 
report, 1984 Box 2

Stations of the Cross transcripts and artists 
sketches, 1984 April 20 Box 2

Weddings, baptisms, etc., 1980-1989 Box 2

Netherlands scrapbook, 1980s Oversize-box 14 > Folder 1

Contents of Netherlands scrapbook, 1980s Oversize-box 14 > Oversize-
folder 1

Organization and activities, 1967-2022
Scope and Contents

The Organizations and activities sub-series contains three sub-series: 
General activities, Allies for Change and Doing Our Own Work. The General 
activities sub-series contains the majority of Melanie Morrison's professional 
activities, including her affiliations with Christian service community 
Jubilee and Koinonia Partners. Also included are news clippings, lectures, 
workshops, events, and materials about the Re-Imagining conference. Other 
documents include speeches, workshop guides, resources, and materials 
for the Sacred Conversation on Race workshop. The Allies for Change sub-
series includes files on about trainings and workshops on disability justice 
entitled Spirit and Pride, Non-Disabled Privilege, Interrupting Ableism, and 
Ministry on the Margins. The Allies for Change workshops were dedicated 
to disability allyship and countering ableism. The Doing Our Own Work sub-
series includes the workshop guides on the intensive anti-racism workshop, 
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literature, resources, and facilitation guides of the workshops from the 1980s 
to 2020.

General activities, 1967-2019

Anti-racism seminars and workshops, 
2009-2019 Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Ant-racism workshops, 2011-2012 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Awards, 2000-2017 Box 2

Committee for One Society, 1969 Box 2

Conference and seminars, 1987-2006 Box 2

Difficult Conversations readings and 
questions, 1990-2009 Box 2

Difficult Conversations seminar, 1993-1994 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Event brochures and other invitations, 
1998-2022 Box 2

GLAD Conference, 2000-2009 Box 2

Jubilee Partners board administrative 
documents and newsletters, 1977-1980 Box 2

Jubilee Partners correspondence, 1992 Box 2

Jubilee Partners retreat, 1990-2009 Box 2

Koinonia Partners letters and notes, 
1967-1995 Box 2

Lectures, 1998-2015 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Lectures and events, 1989-1994 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders 
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Lectures and workshops, 1980-2004 Box 3
Physical Description: 6 folders 

Lily Foundation case studies, 1980 Box 3

MFSA AND Common Witness Gathering, 
2004 October 15 Box 3

News clippings About Melanie, 1994-1998 Box 3

Re-Imagining Conference, 1993-1994 Box 3

Re-Imagining planning and newsletter, 1994 Box 3

Sacred Conversations on Race, 2008 July 21 Box 3

Sacred Conversations on Race contract, 
2007-2008 Box 3

Sacred Conversations on Race resource 
guide, 2006 Box 3

Widening Our Welcome retreat, 2013 May Box 3

Witness Our Welcome (WOW) Conference, 
2000-2003 Box 3

Allies for Change, 2000-2014

Allies for Change workshop, 2010-2013 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Basic Institute materials, 2000-2014 Box 3

Disability ally workshop, 2013 October 1 Box 3

Disability justice speech, 2011 February 18 Box 3

Disability workshops, 2014 Box 3

Interrupting Ableism workshop, 2000-2019 Box 3

Non-Disabled Privilege workshop, 2012-2013 Box 3

Ministry on the Margins, 2009-2010 Box 3
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Ministry on the Margins class materials, 
2009-2010 Box 3

Spirit and Pride workshop Denver, 2012 June 
21 Box 3

Spirit and Pride workshop Evaluations, 2012 Box 3

Spirit and Pride workshop Guide, 2009 Box 3

Spirit and Pride workshop resources and 
readings, 2000-2009 Box 3

Training, 2004 August Box 3

Doing Our Own Work, 1980-2020

Doing Our Own Work Advanced, 1996-2020 Box 3
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Doing Our Own Work Advanced packet, 2003 Box 4

Doing Our Own Work copyright permissions, 
2003 Box 4

Doing Our Own Work evaluation, 2006 Box 4

Doing Our Own Work facilitator retreat, 2019 
July Box 4

Doing Our Own Work feedback and training 
material, 2003 Box 4

Doing Our Own Work readings, 1980-2000 Box 4
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Doing Our Own Work retreat syllabus, 
2015-2016 Box 4

Doing Our Own Work training handbook, 
2003 Box 4

Doing Our Own Work workshops, 2002-2020 Box 4
Box 5

Physical Description: 14 folders 

Writings, 1976-2022
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Scope and Contents

The Writings sub-series mostly consists of published articles and books 
written by Melanie Morrison. Also included is the unpublished novel Denial 
of Death as well as correspondence, communications, and other documents 
related to Pilgrim Press and Sojourners.

A Geography of Faith, 1986 July 4 Box 4

Boehoeffer's and Eberhard Bethge article, 
1976-1979 Box 4

The Book of Revelation and The American 
Empire, 1986 February Box 4

Correspondence and reference materials 
Sojourners, 1980-1985 Box 4

Denial of Death (unpublished), 1982 Box 4

Letters From Old Screamer Mountain, 2021 Box 4

Murder on Shades Mountain book tour, 2018 Box 4

Murder on Shades Mountain events and news 
clippings, 2018-2019 Box 4

Notes and photos Jubilee article, 1980 Box 4

Pilgrim Press, 1995-2003 Box 4

The Politics of Sin, 1998 Box 4

Published articles, 1977-2022 Box 5

Re-Membering and Re-Imagining book, 1995 Box 5

Sumter County article drafts, 1978 Box 5

Verleeg-Kundigen and Etniek, 1988 Box 5

Return to Table of Contents

Eleanor Shelton Morrison papers, 1920-2014
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Scope and Contents

The Eleanor S. Morrison papers series has four sub-series: Personal, 
Professional, Church and ministry, and Writings. Materials include documents 
related to her career as a pastor, a lecturer, writer, and sex educator.

Personal, 1936-2014
Scope and Contents

The Personal sub-series includes Eleanor Shelton Morrison's education files, 
photographs, some correspondence, an oral history interview transcript and 
a lineage history completed by Tom Sherby.

50th Anniversary Wedding at Tower Hill, 1992 Box 5

88th Birthday Narrative of Life, 2009 Box 5

Eleanor and Truman, 1940-1949 Box 5

Eleanor Oral History Interview, 2004 March 22 Box 5

ESM Ordination, 1976 Box 5

Funeral Program and Obituary, 2014 Box 5

Letter from Pille Kaldmae, 1999 November 22 Box 5

Letters to/from Parents, 1939-1978 Box 5

The Lineage of Eleanor Shelton Morrison by 
Tom Sherby, 2000-2010 Box 5

Photos of Eleanor, 1930-2014 Box 5

Photos Used in Slideshow for 88th Birthday, 
2009 May 30 Box 5

Rhythmic Choir Program, 1963 Box 5

Wesleyan College Bulletin, 1942 May Box 5

Wesleyan School Records, 1936-1941 Box 5

Contents of Pilgrim UCC Appreciation Letters 
and Photos Scrapbook, 1994-1997 Oversize-box 14 > Folder 2
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Appreciation Posters, 1990s-2000s Oversize-box 14 > Oversize-
folder 2

Contents of Honoring the Work and Gifts of 
Eleanor S. Morrison Memory Book, 1990-2005 Oversize-box 14 > Oversize-

folder 4

Professional, 1965-2009
Scope and Contents

The Professional sub-series contains information about leanor Shelton 
Morrison's employment at Michigan State University, professional 
correspondence, and resume and vita as well as events, award, speeches, 
news clippings, and workshop materials.

Awards and Speeches, 1977-1991 Box 5

Chicago Theological Seminary Courses, 
1965-1983 Box 5

Child Abuse Prevention Council Retreat, 
1988-1989 Box 5

The Croning Celebration for Older Women, 
1990-1995 Box 5

Designing Group Activities in Sexuality 
Education and Professional Training 
Presentation at Stockholm Symposium on Sex, 
1976 August 10 Box 5

Eleanor's Vita, 1990-2009 Box 5

Exchange of Practices, 1980-1999 Box 5

Event Programs, 1936-1996 Box 5

MSU Course Black Families in White America, 
1970 Box 5

MSU Employment Application Materials, 
1967-1969 Box 5

MSU Family Communications Workshop 
Guide, 1974 Box 5
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MSU Family Communications Workshop 
Notes, 1974 Box 5

MSU Head Start Design and Planning, 
1970-1972 Box 5

MSU Human Sexuality Course 1 of 5, 
1973-1983 Box 5

Box 5

MSU Human Sexuality Seminar Weekend, 
1977 Box 6

MSU Tenure, 1971-1975 Box 6

News Clippings About Eleanor, 1953-1978 Box 6

Nominal Group Process Training, 1980-1999 Box 6

Office of Young Children Leadership Training, 
1976 Box 6

Presence, 1970-1989 Box 6

Presence Program 1 of 3, 1976-1977 Box 6
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Presentations Homosexuality and 
Hetrosexism, 1989-2000 Box 6

Professional Correspondence, 1982 Box 6

Professional Correspondence with Publishing 
Company, 1973-2001 Box 6

Resumes, 1990-1999 Box 6

Sex Education Materials, 1980-1989 Box 6

Sexuality Workshops, 1980-1989 Box 6

Spirituality and Conscisous Aging, 1994 Box 6

Temple Sisterhood Leadership Training, 
1969-1970 Box 6

Women's Retreat Plan, 1977-1985 Box 6
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Michigan Organization for Human Rights 
Award, 1981 November 14 Oversize-box 14 > Oversize-

folder 3

Church and Ministry, 1939-2001
Scope and Contents

The Church and Ministry sub-series contains sermons and speeches for the 
following churches: Edgewood United Church, Portland Church, and Pilgrim 
UCC. Also included are materials related conferences, flyers, presentations, 
and awards.

Brotherhood Award, 1953 Box 6

Christus Victor World Conference of Christian 
Youth, 1939 Box 6

Church Secretaries and Clergy Conference 
Presentation, 1989 October Box 6

Edgewood United Church Baptisms, 
1976-1980 Box 6

Edgewood United Church Memorial Services, 
1981-1991 Box 6

Edgewood United Church Misc., 1976-2001 Box 6

Edgewood United Church New Liturgy, 
1971-1990 Box 6

Edgewood United Church Sermons, 1978-1981 Box 6

Eleanor and Truman A. Morrison Maywood, 
1940-1949 Box 6

First Assembly of the World Coucil of 
Churches, 1948 Box 6

Flyers, 1969-1989 Box 6

General Synod Bible Study, 1950-1979 Box 6

Liturgy Committee, 1969 Box 6

Loving Your Enemies Speech, 1992 February 
23 Box 6
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Maywood Church Documents, 1940-1959 Box 6

Meeting of Membership of Plymouth 
Congregational Church, 1954 April 19 Box 6

Pastoral Prayers, 1988-1996 Box 6

Pilgrim UCC Gift of Tears Sermon, 1991 
March 10 Box 6

Pilgrim UCC Misc., 1993-1996 Box 6

Pilgrim UCC Sermons, 1991-1996 Box 6

Plymouth Church Maywood, 1945 Box 6

Portland Church Misc. Documents, 1981-1997 Box 6

Portland Church Sermons, 1979-1994 Box 6

Portland Church Services and Sermons 1 of 2, 
1979-1989 Box 6

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Sermons, 1997-2000 Box 7

Sexuality and the Church Speeches, 
1972-1976 Box 7

Students and the World Mission of Christianity, 
1939-1940 Box 7

Surprised by Recovery Sermon, 2001 June 24 Box 7

Women and Ministry, 1987-1992 Box 7

Writings, 1920-1998
Scope and Contents

The Writings sub-series contains books Eleanor Shelton Morrison wrote 
regarding sexuality and the church such as Growing Up Sexual, Human 
Sexuality Contemporary Perspectives, Growing Up in the Family, and 
Creative Teaching in the Church as well as articles.

Articles Written by Eleanor, 1938-1993 Box 7
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Chicago Theological Seminary Register, 
1970-1979 Box 7

Creative Teaching in the Church, 1963 Box 7

Growing Up in the Family, 1964 Box 7

Growing Up Sexual, 1980 Box 7

Growing Up Sexual 2nd Edition, 1996 Box 7

History of Morrison Mountain, 1998 Box 7

Human Sexuality A Preliminary Study, 1977 Box 7

Human Sexuality Contemporary Perspectives, 
1973 Box 7

Human Sexuality Contemporary Perspectives 
2nd Edition, 1977 Box 7

In Deep Water by Nelle H. Shelton, 1920-1939 Box 7

Values in Sexuality, 1974 Box 7

Return to Table of Contents

Leaven Center records, 1980-2012
Scope and Contents

The Leaven Center Records series consists of three sub-series: Administrative, 
Activities, and Ephemera and artifacts. Materials includes board meeting 
agendas, grant proposals, catalogues, and documents related to all Leaven 
Center workshops and retreats about sexuality, anti-racism, and spirituality.

Administrative, 1987-2012
Scope and Contents

The Administrative sub-series includes board meeting agendas, notes, 
memos, grant proposals, and reports from 1988-2007 as well as activities 
files, resource files fundraising and outreach records, Leaven Center 
catalogues, and strategic blueprints.

Activities and resources, 1987-1991 Box 7

Appreciation notes, 1990-1999 Box 7
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Board and subcommittees meeting agendas 
and memos, 2002-2007 Box 7

Board director, finance, and treasurer reports, 
2003-2007 Box 7

Board finance records, 2000-2007 Box 7

Board meetings, 2007 Box 7

Carpenter Foundation grants, 1991-1999 Box 7

Carry the Dream appreciation notes, 2007 Box 7

Correspondence and feedback, 1990-2005 Box 7

Development campaign planning, 1993-1997 Box 7

Fundraising appeals, 1992-2009 Box 7

Fundraising committee, 2003-2006 Box 7

Fundraising outreach events, 1990-2008 Box 7

Grant proposals, 1988-2006 Box 7

History and mission of the Leaven Center, 
2007 Box 7

Leaven board, 1988-1989 Box 8

Leaven board, 1990-1991 Box 8

Leaven board, 1992-1993 Box 8

Leaven board, 1994-1996 Box 8

Leaven board, 2002-2005 Box 8

Leaven board, 2006-2007 Box 8

Leaven Center catalogue, 2000-2003 Box 8

Leaven Center catalogue, 2003-2005 Box 8

Leaven Center catalogue, 2005-2008 Box 8

Leaven Center closing, 2011-2012 Box 8

- Page 21 -



Guide to the Melanie Morrison papers, 1920-2023

Leaven Center special events, 2005-2012 Box 8

Leaven incorporating and related legal 
documents, 1997-1998 Box 8

Leaven Reunion planning, 1995-1999 Box 8

Leaven T-shirt logo, 2000 Box 8

Major donor committee, 1990-2009 Box 8

News clippings About Leaven, 2004-2005 Box 8

Rental information for Leaven Lodge, 2002 Box 8

Staff development, 2004-2007 Box 8

A Strategic Blueprint for Leaven Center, 2006 
November Box 8

Seeds for Hope report, 2004-2005 Box 8

Weaving Threads of Hope fundraiser, 2006 Box 8

Activities, 1980-2012
Scope and Contents

The Activities sub-series contains documents related to all Leaven Center 
workshops and retreats about sexuality, anti-racism, and spirituality including 
Sisters in a Stangeland and Sabbath Time. The facilitation guides contain 
information on the presentations, speeches, retreat, workshops, and 
trainings hosted in partnership with organizations, universities, and churches 
throughout the country.

General activities

Activists bios and photocopies, 1980-1999 Box 8

The Bible and Homosexuality workshop, 2006 
December Box 8

Carolyn McDade, 1997-2009 Box 8

Christian Lesbians OUT (CLOUT), 2005 Box 8

Clergywomen retreats led by Melanie and 
Eleanor, 1988-1991 Box 8
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Conference and Regional Ministers 
workshop, 1997 November 18-1997 
November 19 Box 8

Correspondence retreat events, 1999 Box 8

Disability, Spirituality and Activism Project, 
2000-2009 Box 8

Doing Our Own Work grant proposal, 2002 Box 8

Doing Our Own Work facilitation and 
resources, 1990-2009 Box 8

Doing Our Own Work facilitator journal, 2003 
December Box 8

Doing Our Own Work facilitator training, 
2003-2005 Box 8

A Gathering of Gardeners, 2004 Box 8

Generation to Generation: Mother Daughter, 
1991-1992 Box 8

Good Shame/Bad Shame by Melanie, 2004 
July 18 Box 8

HIV and AIDS workshops, 1992 Box 8

Leaven Center Forum Series, 1993-1994 Box 8

Leaven Retreat Center guest book, 
1990-2009 Box 8

Leaven speeches, 2000 April Box 8

Leaven Center workshops led by Melanie and 
Eleanor, 1988-1990 Box 8

Leaven Center workshops led by Melanie and 
Eleanor, 1991-2000 Box 8

Leaven Center workshops led by Melanie and 
Eleanor, 1996-2000 Box 8
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Let's Talk about Racism forum, 1994 
September Box 8

Luke 10:29 seminar, 2005 Box 8

A Mother and Her Daughter workshop, 1989 
October 21 Box 8

Nourishing Our Souls workshop participant 
workbook, 2006 March Box 8

Plymouth UCC Parry lectures and workshops, 
1994 October Box 8

Presentations and workshops anti-racism, 
2002-2004 Box 8

Reformed Church in America (RCA) clergy 
retreat Re-Imagining, 1993-1994 Box 9

Retreat presentations, 1988-1991 Box 9

Retreats led by Melanie and Eleanor, 
1984-1990 Box 9

Retreats led by Melanie and Eleanor, 
1988-2002 Box 9

Sabbath Time retreats, 1994 Box 9

Sabbath Time retreats, 1995-2002 Box 9

Sexuality lectures and workshops, 1990-1999 Box 9

Sexuality workshops, 1994 Box 9

Sisters in a Strangeland, 1990-1999 Box 9

Sisters in a Strangeland, 1994-1998 Box 9

Sisters in a Strangeland, 2002-2004 Box 9

Sisters in a Strangeland, 2010 Box 9

Spiritual Practices From Various Traditions 
Leaven Center seminars, 1980-2009 Box 9
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Spirituality and Conscisous Aging Project, 
1993 Box 9

Spirituality workshops, 1991-2005 Box 9

Staying Power retreat, 2008 Box 9

Understanding Privilege and Oppression 
workshops, 2009-2010 Box 9

Workshops with other agencies contracts and 
planning, 1988-2006 Box 9

World Council of Churches Sexuality and 
Spirituality, 1990-1991 Box 9

In Our Own Voice, 1987-2001

In Our Own Voice advanced seminar 
resources, 1990-1991 Box 9

In Our Own Voice credos, 1994 Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1988-1989 Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1991-1992 Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1992 
October-1992 December Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1993 
February-1993 May Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1993 
September-1994 February Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1994 
February-1994 May Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1994 
September-1994 October Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 1995 December Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars, 2001 March Box 9
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In Our Own Voice seminars resources, 
1987-1989 Box 9

In Our Own Voice seminars resources, 1997 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1979-2010

Sister Colleagues, 1990-1991 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1991-1992 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1992-1993 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1994-1995 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1995-1996 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1997-1998 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1998 October-1999 May Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 1998-2000 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 2003-2004 Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 2008 September-2009 May Box 9

Sister Colleagues, 2009 September-2010 May Box 9

Sister Colleagues advanced resources, 1997 Box 9

Sister Colleagues advanced seminars, 1997 
September-1998 October Box 10

Sister Colleagues communion resources, 
1996 Box 10

Sister Colleagues resources, 1979-2012 Box 10
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Ephemera and artifacts, 1980-2012
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Scope and Contents

The Ephemera and artifacts sub-series contains Leaven Center event flyers 
from 2001-2012, Leaven Notes publication, photographs, and other related 
resources.

Circle of Feet book, 2005 Box 11

Credos, poems, letters, etc., 1990-1999 Box 11

Honoring the Gifts of Wisdom and Age 
publication, 1993 Box 11

Leaven Center events, 2001-2002 Box 11

Leaven Center events, 2003-2005 Box 11

Leaven Center events, 2006-2012 Box 11

Leaven Center photographs, 1980-2009 Box 11

A Leaven Collection, 2002 January 25-2003 
January 27 Box 11

Leaven Center events and resources, 
1987-1997 Box 11

Leaven Notes publication, 1992 June-2005 
March Box 11

A Ritual Commemorating Jephthah's Daughter, 
1996 Box 11

Seeds of Hope & Leaven Center poster, 
1990s-2000s Oversize-box 14

Meditation Circle Leaven photobook, 
1990s-2000s Oversize-box 14

Return to Table of Contents

Audiovisual materials, 1990-2009
Scope and Contents

The Audiovisual materials is the smallest series which contains VHS and mini 
cassettes. The contents of these materials include Leaven Center reunions, the 
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Re-imagining Conference, and lectures, sermons or speeches led by Melanie 
and Eleanor.

Access Restrictions:

Access note. Collection contains original audiovisual items that need to be 
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Carry the Dream event #1 , 2007 December 8 Box 12 > Audio-cassette 
RL13175-MCS-0001

Carry the Dream event #2 , 2007 December 8 Box 12 > Audio-cassette 
RL13175-MCS-0002

MM at Farmhouse #1 , 2008 Box 12 > Audio-cassette 
RL13175-MCS-0003

MM at Farmhouse #2 , 2008 Box 12 > Audio-cassette 
RL13175-MCS-0004

Restoring Hope Melanie Morrison 1, 2008 Nov 
15 Box 12 > Audio-cassette 

RL13175-MCS-0005

Restoring Hope Melanie Morrison 2, 2008 Nov 
15 Box 12 > Audio-cassette 

RL13175-MCS-0006

Created in God's Image , 1992 Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0001

Eleanor and Melanie 1850-2400, 1980s-2000s Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0002

Intimacy in Relationships Mother and Daughter 
with D. Singleton and T. Stein , 1995 Box 12 > Video-cassette 

RL13175-VHS-0003

The Heart of the Matter: The Continuing 
Conversation of Homosexuality + the Church, 
2000 April 5 Box 12 > Video-cassette 

RL13175-VHS-0004

Leaven Reunion/Fundraiser/Clowns 1994 
February/Carter Haywood MSU Spring 1994 , 
1994 Box 12 > Video-cassette 

RL13175-VHS-0005
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Leaven Reunion fundraiser , 1994 February 13 Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0006

Leaven Reunion , 1995 Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0007

Leaven Reunion , 1995 April 9 Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0008

Leaven Reunion , 1996 April 21 Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0009

Leaven 10th Anniversary , 1990s Box 12 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0010

Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday observance , 
1995 January 13 Box 12 > Video-cassette 

RL13175-VHS-0011

Melanie Morrison/Evelyn Spears Focus on 
Women , 1996 March Box 12 > Video-cassette 

RL13175-VHS-0012

Reconciling Congregation Program Proclaiming 
Jubilee Convocation tape B , 1980s-1990s Box 13 > Video-cassette 

RL13175-VHS-0013

Re-Imagining Conference , 1994 May Box 13 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0014

Rites of Passage exhibit, 1994 May 16 Box 13 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0015

WLNS interview , 1992 October Box 13 > Video-cassette 
RL13175-VHS-0016

Return to Table of Contents
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