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Summary

Collection Title:
Edwin and Terry Murray papers, 1914-2019, bulk 1960s-1970s

Abstract:
The Edwin and Terry Murray Papers include a range of materials related to the 
comic book collecting, comic conventions, and science fiction fandom of Edwin L. 
and Terry A. Murray.

Extent:
4.0 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.11959

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1015h

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Edwin and Terry Murray papers, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

The Edwin and Terry Murray Papers include a range of materials related to 
the comic book collecting, comic conventions, and science fiction fandom of 
Edwin L. and Terry A. Murray. Included are photos documenting over fifty comic 
conventions that the Murray brothers organized at their home in Durham, 
North Carolina. Also included is correspondence related to their comic book 
and science fiction collecting activities, as well as newspaper clippings about 
their extensive comic book collections. The collection includes published and 
unpublished writing by the Murray Brothers, as well as collectible comic 
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strips and science fiction ephemera. It also includes mock-ups and production 
materials for two fanzines, Vertigo and Trefoil, published by Edwin.

Biographical/Historical

Edwin L. and Terry A. Murray, brothers living in Durham, N.C., are longtime 
collectors of comic books, comic strips, science fiction, and other pulp culture 
ephemera. Edwin was born on January 12, 1950, and Terry was born on June 
11, 1953. Edwin published his own fanzines, Vertigo and Trefoil, from the late 
1960s through the mid 1980s. He graduated from Duke University in 1972. 
Edwin was at the center of comics fandom in the 1960s and 1970s. Terry, a 
science fiction expert, is the author of Science Fiction Magazine Story Index, 
1926-1995 (McFarland, 1999).

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Collection is arranged into the following series: Comic Conventions and Events; 
Collecting Materials; Role-Playing Games; Personal Materials; Writing and 
Publications.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Access note. Some materials in this collection are fragile audiovisual/
photographic formats that may need to be reformatted before use. Contact 
Research Services for access.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Edwin and Terry Murray papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2019.

Processing Information

Processed by Elliot Mamet, January 2022

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2019-0079, 2019-0144, 2019-0175

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Additional materials from Edwin and Terry Murray can be found in the following 
collections in the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library:

Edwin and Terry Murray Fanzine collection

Edwin and Terry Murray collection of newsprint comic strips

Edwin and Terry Murray collection of Role-Playing Games

Return to Table of Contents
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Collection Inventory

Comic Conventions and Events, circa 1960s-2013
Scope and Contents

The Comic Conventions and Events series includes materials from over fifty 
comic conventions that the Murray brothers held at their Durham home from 
the late 1960s through the mid 1980s. Included are photos of numerous "Mini-
Cons", including black and white photos, color photos, and photo negatives. 
Also included are sign-up sheets which list participants for each event. The 
series also includes flyers and ephemera from other comic conventions in 
Durham and North Carolina dating from the 1960s through 2013.

Carolina Fan Federation Materials; Durham 
Mini-Con Sign-In Sheets and Movie Votes, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 1

Carolina Fan Federation Mock-Up, circa 1970s Box 1

Convention Flyers and Sign-In Sheets, 
1977-2013 Box 1

Durham Mini-Con Sign-In Sheets; "Monster 
Book", circa 1960s-1970s Box 1

Local Events, 1982 Box 1

Mini Comic-Con Sign-In Sheets, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 1

Mini-Con Sign-In Sheets, circa 1970s Box 1

Photo Album 1: Mini-Cons I-VII; SCRAP Con; 
Comic Art Con, 1968-1970 Box 1

Photo Album 2: Mini-Cons VIII-XIV, 1968-1972 Box 1

Photo Album 3: Mini-Cons XV-XX, 1972-1974 Box 1

Photos: Mini-Con IX and Mixed Dates, 
1970-1971 Box 1

Photos: Mini-Con XXIV, circa 1970s Box 2
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Photos: Mini-Con XXV, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXVI, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con (likely) XXVII, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXVII, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXVIII, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXIX, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXII, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXII, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXIII, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXVI, 1977 August Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXIX, circa 1970s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXVIII, 1978 January 29 Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XXXXII, circa 1970s-1980s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XLIII, circa 1970s-1980s Box 2

Photos: Mini-Con XLIV, circa 1970s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Unknown Mini-Con, About 50, circa 
1970s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1960s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1960s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1960s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1960s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1960s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1960s-1980s Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1971 Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1971 Box 3
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Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1971 Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1971 Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1971 Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, circa 1971 Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1972 March Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1972 July Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1972 July Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1972 September Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1973 April Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1973 April Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1973 July Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1985 July Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1985 August Box 3

Photos: Mini-Con, Unknown, 1986 Box 3

Return to Table of Contents

Collecting Materials, 1914-2002
Scope and Contents

The Collecting Materials series includes records about the Murray Brothers' 
extensive collecting activities. Of interest is a spreadsheet noting comic 
runs by newspapers throughout North Carolina, a list of comic books the 
Murray Brothers wanted to acquire from the 1970s to 1996, and records 
of comic book purchases organized by title and date. Also included in the 
series is correspondence about the Murray Brothers' collecting activities. 
Correspondents in this series include Anthony Figueroa, Richard Morrissey, 
Richard Minter, Russ Garwood, and Fred Cook. Also included is correspondence 
with Duke University Libraries regarding the acquisition of the Murray 
Brothers' collections. The series also includes collectible materials. Included are 
checks made out to Edgar Rice Burroughs, creator of Tarzan, as well as checks 
to other science fiction authors including Hubert Rogers, H.R. Van Dongen, 
Hannes Bok, Virgil Finlay, L. Sterne Stevens, Alexander Leydenfrost, Frank R. 
Paul, Leo Morey, Boris Dolgov, and Hans Waldemar Wessolowski. Also included 
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are comic strips including Beetle Bailey by Mort Walker, Pogo by Walt Kelly, 
Steven Canyon by Milton Caniff, and Tank McNamara by Bill Hinds.

Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials in this series are fragile audiovisual/photographic 
formats that may need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services 
for access.

Beetle Bailey by Mort Walker, 1951, 1979 Box 10

Checks to Edgar Rice Burroughs, 1914, 1936, 
1982 Box 3

Checks to Science Fiction Artists, 1936-1950 Box 3

Scope and Contents

Includes checks from the Frank A. Munsey Company to Hubert Rogers, 
and from Fictioneers, Inc. to H.R. Van Dongen, Hannes Bok, Virgil Finlay, 
L. Sterne Stevens, Alexander Leydenfrost, Frank R. Paul, Leo Morey, Boris 
Dolgov, and Hans Waldemar Wessolowski.

Clippings about Comics, Museums, and 
Libraries, circa 1965-1978 Box 3

Clippings aboud Comic Collectors, circa 1970 Box 10

Comic Record Book, Volume 1, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 3

Comic Record Book, Volume 2, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 3

Comic Record Book, Volume 3, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 3

Comic Record Book, Volume 1, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 4

Comic Record Book, Volume 2, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 4

Comic Record Book, Volume 3, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 4

Correspondence with Anthony Figueroa, MGM 
Telestudios, circa 1962-1964 Box 4
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Correspondence with Duke University Libraries, 
2002 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Letter discusses the Murray Brother's collecting activities, their desire 
for the collection to be housed at Duke, and their hope that "we want our 
collection to outlive us and be our memorial."

Correspondence with Richard Morrissey; 
Richard Minter; Royal Guardsman, 1978-1994 Box 4

Correspondence with Russ Garwood, 1978 Box 4

Correspondence with University of Oregon 
about Gardner Fox, 1982 July 16 Box 4

Doc Savage Covers; Correspondence with Fred 
Cook on Backsides, circa 1970s Box 4

Film Flyers; Trefoil Mock-Up; Zine Materials, 
1977-1980 Box 4

Indices for Comic Record Books 1 and 2; Comic 
Book Collection Tally Sheet, circa 1960s-1970s Box 4

List of Comic Book "Wants", circa 1970s, 1990, 
1996 Box 4

Merita Lone Ranger Label Collection, circa 
1960s-1970s Box 4

Notebook, Our Collection of Comic Books (D.C.), 
circa 1960s-1970s Box 4

Notebook with Lists of Comic Strips and 
Newspapers, circa 1960s Box 4

Notebook with Lists of Supernatural and Sci-Fi 
Comics, circa 1975 Box 5

Original Scripts for Published Comic Books, 
1960 Box 5

Pogo by Walt Kelly, 1973 Box 10

Records of Comics and Books Bought, 
1991-2001 Box 5
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Roy Rogers; Death in Comics; Harlan Ellison; 
Vernon Grant; Steve Canyon and Miss Mizzou, 
1959-1973, 1984 Box 10

Script for Star Trek: City on the Edge of 
Forever, 1967 February 1 Box 5

Spreadsheets Noting Comic Strip Duration/
Newspaper Runs, circa 1960s-1980s Box 5

Scope and Contents

Spreadsheet outlines comics run by newspapers throughout North Carolina.

Steve Canyon by Milton Caniff, 1974 Box 10

Tank McNamara by Bill Hinds, circa 
1970s-1980s Box 10

Tarzan Song and Superman Song, circa 
1960s-1970s Folder PD 1 > Audio-phonodisc 

RL11959-PD-0001

Terry's Comic Chart, 1961-1966 Box 5

Return to Table of Contents

Role-Playing Games, circa 1970s-1994
Scope and Contents

This Role-Playing Games series includes gameplay material from an array 
of role-playing games, including Dungeons and Dragons, 2300 A.D., Call of 
Cthulhu, Dark Conspiracy, Megatraveller, and Space 1889, including character 
sheets and game notes. The series also includes Dungeons and Dragons 
gameplay index cards used by the Murray Brothers.

Dungeons and Dragons gameplay index cards, 
circa 1970s Box 9

Gameplay: Advanced Dungeons and Dragons, 
Dungeon Masters Adventure Logs, 1980-1992 Box 5

Gameplay: Blank Log for Advanced Dungeons 
and Dragons, 1983 Box 5

Gameplay: Notes for 2300 A.D., 1993 Box 5
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Gameplay: Notes for Advanced Dungeons and 
Dragons, Misc., 1979 Box 5

Gameplay: Notes for Call of Cthulhu, 1993-1994 Box 5

Gameplay: Notes for Dark Conspiracy, 1979 Box 6

Gameplay: Notes for Dungeons and Dragons, 
circa 1970s Box 6

Gameplay: Notes for Edwin's Dungeons and 
Dragons, 1979-1983 Box 6

Gameplay: Notes for Megatraveller, circa 1970s Box 6

Gameplay: Notes for Space 1889, circa 
1970s-1980s Box 6

Gameplay: Notes for Terry's Dungeons and 
Dragons, 1977-1981 Box 6

Return to Table of Contents

Personal Materials, circa 1960s-2012
Scope and Contents

The Personal Materials series includes the Murray Brother's personal papers 
and effects. Included are newspaper clippings from the late 1960s and early 
1970s about the Murray Brothers' collecting activities. Also included are 
sketches and photos of Terry and Edwin Murray as well as photos of their 
mother Loucile. The series includes correspondence with Bruce Coville, Erik 
Larsen, Gardner Fox, James Childress, Richard Hurt, and Richard Minter. It also 
includes a Tarzan Scrapbook, which illustrates Tarzan fandom in Durham.

Appointment Book, 1968-1969 Box 6

Author's Websites for Bruce Coville and 
David Drake; Karl Edward Wagner obituary, 
2007-2012 Box 6

Clippings about Murray Brothers: The Charlotte 
Observer, 1971 June 1 Box 10

Clippings about Murray Brothers: The Durham 
Sun, 1967 July 19, 1971 July 3 Box 10
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Clippings about Murrray Brothers: The News 
and Observer, 1971 July 25 Box 10

Correspondence with Bruce Coville; Bruce 
Coville, "A Touch of the Sky", 1969, 1980, 1984 Box 6

Correspondence with Erik Larsen, 1974 
December 29 Box 6

Correspondence with Edwin and various, 1978, 
1995-1996 Box 6

Correspondence with Gardner Fox, 1977-1981 Box 6

Correspondence with James Childress; 
Newspaper Clippings and Comic Strips, 
1972-1976 Box 6

Correspondence with Richard Hurt; Article 
about Dime Novels, 1973-1974 Box 6

Correspondence with Richard Minter; Weird 
Tales, 1992 Box 7

Correspondence, Miscellaneous, 1981-1996 Box 7

Edwin's Burroughs Bibliophiles Card, 1968 Box 7

Essays by Edwin, "Science and Magic" and 
"Comic Books as Mass Media", 1970, 1972 Box 7

Notebook with M.M.M.S. Sticker, Q and A with 
Stan Lee, circa 1960s-1970s Box 7

Pencil Sketch of "T.A.M.", Kerr's Rules for 
Honeymoon Hearts, 1989, 2012 Box 7

Photos of Duke Gardens, Eno River State Park, 
Loucile Murray, 2005-2008 Box 7

Photos of Earlier Minicons; Minicon Redux; 
Duke Gardens; Terry; West Point on the Eno, 
circa 1970s-2012 Box 7

Photos of Edwin; Loucile Murray, circa 1970s Box 7
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Photos of Karl Wagner and Loucile Murray, 
circa 1960s-1970s Box 7

Photos of Terry and Edwin from the Herald-Sun, 
1971 Box 7

Photos of Various Subjects, circa 1970s, 2011, 
2012 Box 7

Sketch of Terry Murray, 1989 January 14 Box 7

Tarzan Scrapbook, 1963 Box 7

Scope and Contents

Includes information on showings of Tarzan in Durham.

Return to Table of Contents

Writing and Publications, 1967-2019
Scope and Contents

The Writing and Publications series consists of published and unpublished 
writing by Edwin and Terry Murray. Included are mock-ups, cover articles, 
drafts, and production materials for two of Edwin's fanzines, Trefoil and Vertigo. 
Also included are essays, articles, and original writings by Edwin, including 
student work from his time as a Duke undergraduate. The series also includes 
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction entries written by Edwin about Peter van 
Dresser, The American Boy, Carl H. Claudy, John W. Campbell Jr., and Sydney J. 
Bounds. Correspondents in this series include Edwin Vance, Erik Larsen, Robert 
Susor, and J. Philip Hawkins.

Correspondence with Edwin Vance re Vertigo 
art, 1974 Box 7

Correspondence with Erik Larsen re Vertigo, 
1973 August 29 Box 7

Correspondence with Robert Susor; Trefoil; Just 
Some Funny Stuff, 1979, 1990 Box 7

Encyclopedia Entries by Edwin, 2013-2019 Box 7

Scope and Contents

Includes entries on Peter van Dresser, The American Boy, Carl H. Claudy, 
John W. Campbell Jr., and Sydney J. Bounds.
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Essays by Edwin for ENG 101; Short Stories 
and Creative Writing, 1972 Box 7

Essays, Articles, and Original Writings 
by Edwin; Comic Checklists; Pulp Fiction 
Checklists; Vertigo #29 Typedraft, 1967, 1976, 
1978 Box 7

Trefoil Mock-Ups; Essay on Davy Crockett by 
Dennis Owyang, circa 1970s Box 7

Trefoil Mock-Ups and Correspondence with J. 
Philip Hawkins, circa 1970s Box 8

Vertigo and Trefoil Illustrations, 1975 Box 8

Vertigo Cover Pen Sketch, 1974 Box 8

Vertigo #7 Draft (Handwritten on Disposable 
Cups); Typedraft, 1970 Box 8

Vertigo 10th Anniversary Mock-Up and 
Correspondence with J. Philip Hawkins, 1978 
August 24 Box 8

Vertigo Cover Art (plate) by Nancy Barker, 1975 Box 8

Vertigo Mock-Up and Correspondence with J. 
Philip Hawkins, 1971 Box 8

Vertigo Notes and Typedraft, 1972 September 
10 Box 8

Vertigo Production Materials, circa 1970s Box 8

Return to Table of Contents
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