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Collection Title:
Daphne Muse Papers, 1817-2023, 1960s-1990s

Creator:
Muse, Daphne

Source:
John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History and
Culture

Abstract:
Daphne Muse is an African American writer, educator, cultural event planner,
and social commentator from Washington, D.C. Her papers include a portion of
her typescript and handwritten correspondence collection; materials related to
her time with Drum and Spear Bookstore and her involvement with the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee; her ephemeral publications and materials
related to the cultural and political experiences of African Americans and persons
of African descent; her study of multiculturalism in children's literature; and her
academic tenure at UC Berkeley.

Extent:
6.5 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English, Spanish and French.

Collection ID:
RL.13125

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m13q9v

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Daphne Muse papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

The collection features materials documenting Muse's employment at the

Drum and Spear Bookstore, her involvement with the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), her collection of correspondence and
ephemeral material detailing cultural and political experiences of Black people
across the diaspora, and her academic work with the African American Studies
and English Departments at University of California, Berkeley. This includes
handwritten and typed correspondence with figures such as Judy Richardson,
Courtland Cox, Charlie Cobb, and representatives of the Pan African Congress
covering topics such as race relations in America, Pan Africanism, and
multicultural children's literature. One small folder also includes edits and notes
from Muse related to Walter Rodney's works. Also included are photographs

of Muse and the events she organized, along with civil rights protest images
taken by photographer Matt Heron. The collection also contains audiovisual
recordings of activists, musicians, and writers such as Paul Robeson, Gwendolyn
Brooks, Robert F. Williams, and Langston Hughes.

Biographical/Historical

Daphne Muse is an African American writer, educator, cultural event planner,
and social commentator from Washington, D.C. Muse began writing and
collecting letters as a teenager. During her senior year at McKinley High
School, she also became a member of "High School Students for Better
Education" and had an opportunity to testify before Congress about the inequity
of education in the D.C. public school system. In 1962, Muse graduated high
school and left D.C. to major in English at Fisk University in Nashville, TN.

At Fisk, she was hired as a research assistant by Harlem Renaissance writer,
and the university's first Black head librarian, Arna Bontemps. Muse handled
materials in the university's collection of African American literature and
culture. These activities led to her meeting SNCC organizer Willie Ricks, who
encouraged her continued involvement in civil rights work.

Muse returned to Washington, DC in 1967 and worked as a public school
teacher before joining Drum and Spear Bookstore in 1968 as a salesclerk and
manager. The bookstore, founded by SNCC members Charlie Cobb, Ralph
Featherstone, Judy Richardson, and Courtland Cox, functioned as a cultural
and literary center for the Black community. In 1969, Muse traveled to Quitman
County, Mississippi at the invitation of SNCC organizer Ed Brown and worked
with Jennifer Lawson and others in support of the Freedom Farm Cooperative,
founded by Fannie Lou Hamer. From 1968 to 1971, Muse was involved in

all aspects of Drum and Spear Bookstore's operations, often fulfilling book
requests from numerous individuals, including persons who were incarcerated,
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and corresponding with her Drum and Spear colleagues during their time
in Tanzania. It was at Drum and Spear that Muse says she "earned a PhD in
Activism, working with some of the most logistically and tactically brilliant
people."

In 1971, Muse relocated to California to work as secretary and research
assistant for the legal defense team for the Angela Davis trial. Following Davis's
acquittal in 1972, Muse settled in Oakland and joined the faculty at UC Berkeley
(African American Studies) and Mills College (Ethnic Studies and English).

She collaborated with scholars including Dr. VeVe Clark, Phyllis Bischof, and

Dr. Erskine Peters, to organize events featuring Gwendolyn Brooks, James
Baldwin, Shirley Graham DuBois, and Katherine Dunham. At Mills College, she
taught courses on Black women writers, expository writing, and multicultural
children's literature, developing related exhibits and festivals between 1978 and
2014.

Since 1959, Muse has collected approximately 5,000 handwritten and

typed letters from friends, scholars, authors, socialites, and fellow activists.
Correspondents include Charlie Cobb, Cleveland Sellers, Judy Richardson,
Gwendolyn Brooks, Alice Walker, James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, and many
more. These letters document the cultural and political experiences of
individuals involved in the civil rights, Black Arts, and Black Power movements,
as well as those leading initiatives in disability rights and prison reform. As

the Inaugural Elder-in-Residence in the Department of African American
Studies at the UC Berkeley, appointed in 2021, Muse continues speaking to
various campuses and organizations about her collection of correspondence and
ephemera.

Adapted from UC Berkeley's "150 Years of Women at Berkeley: Daphne Muse"
https://150w.berkeley.edu/daphne-muse and Daphne Muse interview with John
Gartrell, recorded October 24, 2024.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are arranged into the following series: Correspondence, Drum and
Spear Bookstore, Cultural and Political Experience Materials, Multicultural
Children's Literature Teaching Materials

Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive

Duke University

Durham 27708

askRL@duke.edu

URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Collection contains fragile audiovisual formats that may need to be
reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations,
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Daphne Muse Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book
& Manuscript Library as a gift from Daphne Muse in 2024 and 2025.

Processing Information

Processed by Krista Bradley, May 2025

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2024-0157, 2025-0017

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

* African American women civil rights workers -- United States -- History -- 20th
century

* Booksellers and bookselling

e Civil rights movements -- United States

- Page 6 -


mailto:askRL@duke.edu
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Guide to the Daphne Muse Papers, 1817-2023, bulk 1960s-1990s

African Americans -- Study and teaching
Curriculum planning

personal correspondence

Audiovisual materials

Multiculturalism -- Study and teaching

John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History
and Culture

Muse, Daphne

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (U.S.)
Cox, Courtland, 1941-

Richardson, Judy

Drum and Spear Bookstore

Cobb, Charles E., Jr.

Collection Inventory

Correspondence, 1960s-2022

Scope and Contents

Materials in this series are pieces of correspondence sent to Daphne Muse
related to African American and Pan-African experiences from 1960s-2022.
Materials include direct correspondence with Daphne Muse, circulars, press
items, announcements, and invitations. Materials are arranged alphabetically
by person/organization. Most folder titles were provided by Muse and kept by
the archivist, but a few folder titles were changed to clarify when materials
were about a person or organization and not directly from that person.
Correspondents include Judy Richardson, Courtland Cox, Charlie Cobb, the Pan
African Secretariat, Ralph Featherstone, and many others.

Abrams, Etheline, 1970 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

African Liberation Day Committee, 1972 Box 1

Amin, Idi: press item, 1974 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Austin, Connie, 1995 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

single item

Brown, Donald, 1987 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Carmichael, Stokely: "Friends of Kwame Ture"
dinner invitation, 1998 Box 1

Center for Black Education, Approximately
1973 Box 1

Civil Rights Movement Archive, 2022 Box 1

Scope and Contents

single item

Clark, EM., 1970 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Cobb, Charlie, 1970s-1980s Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

"Conversations with Julian Bond" event
invitation, Approximately 1970s Box 1

Scope and Contents

single item

Copies of correspondence with Daphne Muse,
1970s-1980s Box 1

Scope and Contents

materials used for presentation

Cox, Courtland, 1972-1977 Box 1

Cox, Frankie, 1970 Box 1
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Diane, 1970 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Donaldson, Ivanhoe, 1974, 1984 Box 1

Dovoug, 1998 Box 1
Scope and Contents

single item

Daphne Muse FBI File request, 1984 Box 1
Featherstone, Charlotte, 1971 Box 1
Featherstone, Ralph, Approximately 1970s Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Forrester, Anne, 1986 Box 1

Fuller, Howard, 1972 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Ghana Publishing Corporation, 1970 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Gittens, Tony, 1971-1983 Box 1

Gross, Joseph; Lusaka, 1973 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Hayes, Mildred, 1973, 1983 Box 1
Henderson, Juadine, 1969, 1971, 1972 Box 1
Hines, Sheila, 1970, 1971 Box 1
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Holloway, Anne, 1973 Box 1
Holloway, Marvin, 1972 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Holloway, Ndugu, 1972 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Holt, Len, 1972 Box 1
Huntley, Jessica, 1971 Box 1
Jeune, Michael, 1970-1971 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Kangai, Kumbira, 1973 Box 1
Scope and Contents

single item

Kianga, Kyulli, 1971 Box 1
Scope and Contents

single item

Kgafela, Approximately 1970s Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Lawson, Jennifer, 1995 Box 1

Scope and Contents

single item

Lumumba, Mamadou, 1971 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Mwinjanga, Sal, 1970 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Nashville, 1995 Box 1

Ojo, G.J. Afolabi, 1970 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Pan African Congress, 1970-1972 Box 1
Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Richardson, Judy, 1971-1995 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders

Rodney, Pat, 1971-2001 Box 1

Sadiki, Owusa, 1972 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Sellers, Cleveland, 1972 Box 1

Sullivan, Patricia: book reading invitation, 2003 Box 1
Scope and Contents

single item

TransAfrica, 1986-1987, 1990 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Tanzanian Embassy, 1970 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism

Taylor, Willard, 1987 Box 1
Scope and Contents

single item

Tull, Knox, 1970, 1972, 1998, 2000 Box 1
Wiltshire, Louis, 1970 Box 1

Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU),
approximately 1960-1969 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Zolili, Ndlela, 1971 Box 1

Scope and Contents

related to Pan Africanism; single item

Return to Table of Contents

Drum and Spear Bookstore, late 1960s-1970s

Scope and Contents

This series contains materials related to Muse's time as sales clerk and manager
of Drum and Spear Bookstore and her involvement with the Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) from 1968-1971. Materials include
correspondence, books, newspapers, handwritten letters, posters, catalogs,

and event materials. Topics covered include event planning, African American
writers, reference services, and children's literature.

Drum and Spear Press: catalogs, poster,
correspondence, approximately 1970s Box 1

Major Languages Spoken in Africa poster,
approximately 1970s Oversize-folder 1

Afro-American Resources, Inc.: correspondence,
1971 Box 1
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Prison Letters, 1971

Drum and Spear Press: meeting materials,
correpsondence, exhibition materials,
1970-1973

Muse, Daphne: postcard, 1976

Scope and Contents

single item

Kapur, K.D.: correspondence, 1970
Scope and Contents
single item
Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of

Africa, Asia, and Latin America(OSPAAAL):
correspondence, 1970

Scope and Contents

some materials in Spanish

Drum and Spear Compound: site map,
Approximately late 1960s-1970s

Scope and Contents
single item
Children's Art Contest: correspondence, event
materials, unpublished typescript material,
1969, 1971, 1974

African Publication Society: newspaper cut outs,
correspondence, 1970

Drum and Spear Press calendars: materials
used by Daphne Muse for personal and/or
professional purposes, 1970-1972

Return to Table of Contents

Cultural and Political Experience Materials, 1817-2023
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Scope and Contents

Series contains materials related to the cultural and political experiences of
African Americans, and individuals of African descent across the diaspora,

from 1817 to 2023. Included are photographs, playbills, newsletters,

circulars, memorial service programs, campaign materials, press reports,
correspondence, journals, teaching materials, zines, seminar materials,

and other ephemeral publications. Topics include race relations in America,
political campaign strategies, civil and human rights movements, the Black arts
movement, prison reform, Pan-Africanism, and social liberation. Also includes
edits and notes from Muse related to Walter Rodney's works. Files are arranged
into two subseries: African Americana and Pan-Africana.

Access Restrictions:

Fragile audiovisual/photographic formats may need to be reformatted before
use.

African Americana, 1817-2023

Scope and Contents

The African Americana subseries contains photographs, playbills,
newsletters, circulars, memorial service programs, campaign materials, and
other ephemeral publications collected by Muse, highlighting various eras

of race relations in America from 1817-2023. Subseries includes civil rights
protest images taken by Matt Heron, photographs of Muse and the events
she organized, a copy of Martin Luther King's Letter from a Birmingham City
Jail, as well as audiocassette and CD recordings of figures including Paul
Robeson, Gwendolyn Brooks, Ralph Featherstone, and Langston Hughes.

Materials originally titled "Negro and Race Ephemera" were retitled "Race
Relations Ephemera."

Farmer, James Leonard: memorial service
program, photocopied publications, 1999 Box 1

Freedom Summer Mississippi 25th
Anniversary Journal, 1989 Box 1

Scope and Contents
single item
"Global Context, Civil Rights(CR), and Black

Power Movements": program flyer, annotated
typescript materials, 2023 Box 1
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Matt Heron, Rights Protests: framed photos
and corresponding labels, Approximately
1960s

Hamer, Fannie Lou: playbills, 2023
Hartford, Bruce: publication, 2014

Hurton, Miles: memorial service
announcement, 1990

Scope and Contents

single item

King, Martin Luther Jr. and Corretta Scott:
"Letter from Birmingham City Jail, memorial
service program, 1963, 2006

Marian McLeod, "Unity and Diversity in the
Caribbean", 1983

Muhammad, Askia: "Liberation" newsletter
excerpt, Approximately 1970

O'Neal, John: newspaper articles, 1983

Peacock, Willie B.: memorial service program,
1996

Scope and Contents
single item
Ralph Featherstone and George Jackson
Fund: publications, event material, typescript

material, Approximately 1970s

Silver, Carol Ruth: book announcement, 2014

Scope and Contents

single item
Wiley, Jean Elizabeth: funeral program, 2019

"The Marathon Man" typescript analysis,
unknown author, Approximately late 1970s
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Publications, 1971-1972, 1974, 1983, 1984 Box 1
"Oasis in the Diaspora, 2010s-2020s Box 1

Scope and Contents

includes photos

Race Relations Ephemera, 1945, 1974 Box 1
C.L.R. James essay, 1969 June Box 1
"Hot Mikado" playbill, NY World's Fair, 1939 Box 1

Louise Alone Thompson Patterson: memorial
service program, 1999 Box 1

Copies of "The Diaspora" African American
Studies at UC Berkeley, 1997, 2001,

2003-2004 Box 1
Mounted photo of "Freedom" street sign,

Approximately 1960s Box 1
Black Studies Collaboratory, 2023 Box 2

Scope and Contents

includes photos

Federal City College's Concerned Student's
Coalition: typescript manifesto, Approximately
1970s Box 2

Copy of The Black Scholar Vol. 12, Number 4,
1981 July-August Box 2

Race Relations Ephemera: wikipedia print
outs, receipts, campaign materials, zines,
1943, 1984, 2012 Box 2

Race Relations Ephemera: mixed publications,
pamphlets, 1833, Approximately 1960s-1970s,
Approximately 2000s, 2015, 2021 Box 2

Scope and Contents

contains material depicting lynching
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Daphne Muse, Race Relations Ephemera:
exhibit materials, photographs,
correspondence, pamphlets, educational
materials, Approximately 1950s-1970s, 2013,
2017

Scope and Contents

includes photos

Race Relations Ephemera: mixed publications,
circulars, campaign materials, crime reports,
1817, Approximately late 1880s, 1955-early
1960s

Race Relations Ephemera: mixed publications,
1863, 1944-1946, 1952, 1962

Race Relations Ephemera: mixed publications,
campaign materials, Approximately 1938,
1948, 1954, 1958, 2014

Twelve Years A Slave, excerpts from the
narrative of Solomon Northup: teaching
materials, audiocassettes, 1992

Scope and Contents

corresponding audiovisual materials seperated.

Singing in the African American Tradition,
Lessons 1-6: booklet materials, 1989

Twelve Years a Slave: excerpts from the
narrative of Solomon Northup, 1. Born Free in
the North, 1992

Twelve Years a Slave: excerpts from the
narrative of Solomon Northup, 2. A Slave in
the South, 1992

Twelve Years a Slave: excerpts from the
narrative of Solomon Northup, 3. Free at Last,
1992
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Paul Robeson: Ballad for Americans, 1958 Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0002

Langston Hughes reads his poetry, with

commentary and reflections from the author,

1925-1948 Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0013

Anthology of Negro Poets: Side A: Langston

Hughes, Sterling Brown, Claude McKay, and

Countee Cullen; Side B: Margaret Walker

and Gwendolyn Brooks, Approximately

1930s-1950s Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0003

Anthology of Negro Poets: Side A: Langston

Hughes, Sterling Brown, Claude McKay, and

Countee Cullen; Side B: Margaret Walker

and Gwendolyn Brooks, Approximately

1930s-1950s Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0004

Scope and Contents

labeled "original tape"

Anthology of Negro Poets: Side A: Langston

Hughes, Sterling Brown, Claude McKay, and

Countee Cullen; Side B: Margaret Walker

and Gwendolyn Brooks, Approximately

1930s-1950s Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0005

Untitled, Approximately 1960s-1990s Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0001

Untitled, Approximately 1960s-1990s Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0006

Seize the Time, Approximately 1960s-1990s Box 4 > Optical-disc
RL13125-0OP-0002

Enough is Enough: The Story of All of Us or

None, Approximately 1990s-2000s Box 4 > Video-cassette
RL13125-VHS-0005
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Washington Conversations #2, March 17 1989

Singing in the African American Tradition:
Lesson 1, 1989

Singing in the African American Tradition:
Lesson 2, 1989

Singing in the African American Tradition:
Lesson 3, 1989

Singing in the African American Tradition:
Lesson 4, 1989

Singing in the African American Tradition:
Lesson 5, 1989

Singing in the African American Tradition:
Lesson 6, 1989

I'll make me a world, The freedom you will
take: Episode 6, 1999

Robert F. Williams "Self-Defense, Self-Respect,

and Self-Determination", as told by Mabel
Williams, 2005

Pan-Africana, 1967-2001

Scope and Contents

bulk 1960s-1990s

Box 4 > Video-cassette
RL13125-VHS-0004

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0007

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0008

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0009

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0010

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
R1L13125-CS-0011

Box 4 > Audio-cassette
RL13125-CS-0012

Box 4 > Video-cassette
RL13125-VHS-0006

Box 4 > Optical-disc
RL13125-OP-0001

The Pan-Africana subseries includes press reports, correspondence,
newsletters, journals, teaching materials, zines, seminar materials, and
other ephemeral publications related to race relations across the African
Diaspora from 1967-2001. Subseries contains edits and notes from Muse
related to Walter Rodney's works, correspondence from the Pan-African
Secretariat, materials on the Nigeria-Biafra War, Caribbean and South
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American Literature studies, and the African Liberation Committee, as well

as a recording of Nelson Mandela's conversation with Ted Koppel.

African Liberation Committee and other
topics: agricultural export reports,
photocopied newspaper articles, newsletters,
teaching materials, 1967-1973

Scope and Contents

some materials in French

Nigeria-Biafra War: newspaper articles,
typescript reports, 1969

"The Call": Afro-Asian Writer's Bureau(AAWB):
journal, 1973

Cape Verde Newspaper, 1982 March
Nigeria and the African Liberation Day:
journal articles, newspaper articles, circulars,

organization materials, 1969-1973

National Geographic Society on Africa: zines,
teaching materials, 2001

Africa and the World, Ghana, Kwame
Nkrumabh: journal articles, book reviews,
1968-1970

"The Guardian" article: Frelimo, 1974 October

"The Nigerian Students Mirror": vol. 1, no. 1,
1969

"Cuba", Approximately 1971

Caribbean Unity Conference: organization
materials, 1972

Studies in Caribbean and South American
Literature: annotated bibliography, 1988

Caribbean Review, vol. VII, no. 1; Claudia
Rogers "What's A Rasta?", 1975
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Timbuktu: Market of New Africa: organization
materials, 1969 Box 2

NOMMO: newspaper articles, 1972 Box 2

Pan-African Secretariat: circulars, seminar
materials, 1970 Box 2

Walter Rodney manuscript: notes, annotated
typescript drafts, 1971 Box 2

EYES 2 (7-8); Black Panther, Mandela: Koppel,
Cong, Approximately 1960s-1990s Box 4 > Video-cassette
RL13125-VHS-0003

Return to Table of Contents

Multicultural Children's Literature Teaching Materials, 1964-early 2000s

Scope and Contents
Series related to Muse's academic tenure at the University of California
Berkeley and her study of Multicultural Children's Literature for parents,

children, young adults, and teachers. Series contains teaching materials, books,
newspapers, journal articles, and web printouts.

Access Restrictions:

Fragile audiovisual/photographic formats may need to be reformatted before
use.

Handouts, approximately 2002 Box 2
Daphne Muse Letterhead, web printouts,

typescript poems, 1983, 1997, 2002 Box 2
Handouts, Approximately 1997-2002 Box 2

African American Studies Curriculum Project,
1972 Box 2

Physical Description: 2 folders

Publications, 1969-1977 Box 2
Publications, 1977-1990 Box 2
Teaching materials, 1964-1973 Box 2
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Teaching materials, 1974-1994 Box 2
Teaching materials, 1973 Box 2
Newspaper articles, 1974-1975 Box 3
Newspaper articles, approximately 1998-early

2000s Box 3
Teaching materials, 1996-2007 Box 3
Teaching materials and booklets, 1970-1972 Box 3
Teaching materials and booklets, 1972-1990 Box 3
Teaching materials, 1974, 1977 Box 3
Teaching materials, 1980, 1989, 1994 Box 3

Daphne Muse's Multicultural Children's
Literature Course Outline, Approximately 1990s Box 3

"“The New Press Guide to Multicultural
Resources for Young Reader"; edited by Daphne
Muse, 1997 Box 3

Scope and Contents
contains several post its
Multicultural Children's Lit[erature]

Storytelling, 1993 May 11 Box 4 > Video-cassette
RL13125-VHS-0001

Drake Forum #1: Daphne Muse/Regina Mouton;
Saint Claire Cultural Studies Forum UC

Berkeley, February 2 1994 Box 4 > Video-cassette
RL13125-VHS-0002

Return to Table of Contents
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