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Summary

Collection Title:
Hương Ngô zines and artists books, 2004-2021, undated

Creator:
Ngô, Hương, 1979-

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Hương Ngô is a feminist, interdisciplinary artist and educator born in Hong Kong 
and based in the USA. This collection consist of 14 zines and artists books created 
by Hương Ngô.

Extent:
0.25 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English, Vietnamese, and Spanish.

Collection ID:
RL.13028

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1gx7k

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Hương Ngô zines and artists books, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

This collection consist of 14 zines and artists books created by Hương Ngô. 
The collection shows the interdisciplinary character of Ngô's artistic practice, 
as it includes different media such as photography, collective narrative, 
and illustration. The works included in the collection explore themes such 
as migration, linguistic plurality, and colonialism through photographs, 
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illustrations, maps, newspapers, cards, and collective narratives. For example, 
"And the State of Emergency…" explores life in a refugee camp. This work also 
relates to Ngô's installation "And the State of Emergency Is Also Always a State 
of Emergence" (2017).

The collection is comprised of Binocular/Magnifiers; Set of 3 rolodex cards with 
exhibit information, 2004; Bee line pocket map (4.5 x 3 inches); Escape padded 
tyvek envelope cards, 2004-2006; Secret School zines, 2009 (01 Language, 
Memory; What does Fugio mean?; 03 Gold; 05 Food); Taming a Wild Tongue, 
2019; And The State of Emergency…, 2017; Let's focus on what makes you 
feel good; Untranslatable, 2021 (facsimile of newsprint with French script on 
outside); Proposals, 2017 (text explores the pursuit of a Vietnamese translation 
for the word "feminism.") Newspaper (22 x 33 inches); Her Name Escapes Me, 
2019.

Biographical/Historical

Hương Ngô is a feminist, interdisciplinary artist and educator born in Hong 
Kong and based in the USA. The main topics addressed in her work are 
resilience, resistance, migration, language, and colonialism. She received her 
BFA at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2001) and continued in 
Art & Technology Studies at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (MFA, 
2004). Ngô's work has been exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York, MCA Chicago, the New Museum in New York, and the Renaissance 
Society in Chicago, among others. She was awarded the Fulbright U.S. Scholar 
Grant in Vietnam in 2016 and has been described as "deftly and defiantly 
decolonial" by New City and "what intersectional feminist art looks like" 
by the Chicago Tribune. Ngô has twice received the 3Arts Award and was 
featured in the Prague Biennial in 2005 and Prospect.5 Triennial in 2021. Ngô 
was an assistant professor of Contemporary Practices at the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. Bio source (adapted from and quotes from) https://
www.huongngo.com/ and https://3arts.org/artist/huong-ngo/
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Hương Ngô zines and artists books were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2023.

Processing Information

Processed by Ofelia Lopez, September, 2023.

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2023-0165.
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Names and Subjects

• Feminism
• Zines
• Artists' books
• Multilingualism
• Translating and interpreting
• Ngô, Hương, 1979-
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Collection Inventory

Binoculars/Magnifiers Box 1

Set of 3 rolodex-style cards, 2004 Box 1
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Beeline Pocketmap Box 1

Escape Padded Envelope Cards, 2004-2006 Box 1

Secret School Pamphlets, 2004 Box 1

Taming a Wilde Tongue, 2019 Box 1

And the State of Emergency…, 2017 Box 1

Proposals Box 1

Her Name Escapes Me, 2019 Box 1

Untranslatable, 2021 Box 1

Let's Focus on what Makes… Box 1
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