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Summary

Collection Title:
Amelia Opie papers, 1798-1855

Creator:
Opie, Amelia, 1769-1853; Baskin, Lisa Unger; Lisa Unger Baskin Collection (David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library)

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Abstract:
Amelia Opie (1769-1853) was an English novelist and poet. Collection comprises 14 
letters, 5 engraved portraits of Opie, a copy made by her father of two of her songs 
as well as four lines of poetry she wrote in French, and a draft for twenty guineas.

Extent:
0.2 Linear Feet (22 items (1 folder))

Language:
Materials in English and French.

Collection ID:
RL.13016

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1tb39

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Amelia Opie papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection comprises 14 letters, 5 engraved portraits of Opie, a copy made 
by her father of two of her songs as well as four lines of poetry she wrote in 
French, and a draft for twenty guineas. Several of the letters are written to 
unidentified recipients, but other addressees include two friends, Susan Reeve 
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and Anne Pryse, along with Charles Stokes Dudley; L.T. Ventouillac; Thomas 
Richardson, Jr.; Joseph Watson; Lord Cholmondeley; and a "Mrs. Lee." Topics 
include invitations to visit or dine, requesting the loan of lectures or return 
of her manuscripts, editorial alterations for her poetry, her travel plans or 
those of others, her support of applicants for the London Orphan Asylum, her 
appreciation for a contribution to a bazzar, and the biography of Lord Eldon. 
Following her conversion to Quakerism in 1825, she followed their dating 
convention rejecting the names of the months. All dates in the collection guide 
have been converted to Gregorian style. Each of the engravings is unique; one 
of them was published following Opie's death.

Biographical/Historical

Amelia Opie (1769-1853) was an English novelist and poet. She married portrait 
painter John Opie in 1798.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Amelia Opie papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2015 and 2023.
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Portions acquired in 2015 as part of the Lisa Unger Baskin Collection. Additions 
acquired in 2023 from Stuart Bennett Rare Books.

Processing Information

Processed by Alice Poffinberger, August, 2023

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0050-LUBMSS366, 
2015-0050-LUBMSS367, 2023-0056.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Poets, English -- 19th century
• Poets, English -- 19th century -- Correspondence
• Novelists, English -- 19th century -- Correspondence
• personal correspondence
• Engravings (prints)
• Drafts (negotiable instruments)
• Poetry
• Opie, Amelia, 1769-1853
• Dudley, C. S. (Charles Stokes), 1780-1862
• Ventouillac, L. T., 1798-1834
• Richardson, Thomas, -1875
• Eldon, John Scott, Earl of, 1751-1838
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Collection Inventory

Letter to Susan Reeve, 1828 April 5 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Opie letter to female friend Reeve regarding a letter that "does Richard credit" 
and requesting the lending of Opie's husband's lectures.

Letter to Anne Pryse, 1828 December 6 Folder 1
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Scope and Contents

Letter to friend Pryse expressing affection: "I can find nothing better to say at 
this moment than that I am my dear friend Much thine."

Letter to Charles Stokes Dudley, 1829 April 3 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter to Dudley regarding Opie's plans for a late dinner on the 4th, hoping that 
he will not leave early, because she is inviting people to meet him. She adds that 
Sarah Mackie will join them for dinner.

Letter to L.T. Ventouillac, 1829 May 18 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter to Ventouillac listing revsion of her poem beginning "And did those 
eyes first see the light". She states her openness to criticism, and to the editor 
making his own changes.

Letter to Thomas Richardson Junr [Jr.], Saturday, 
1829 May 23? Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter outlining a visit with friends, requesting Opie's manuscript back, and 
setting her travel plans.

Letter to Joseph Watson, 1832 September 10 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter requesting pardon: "Your last letter has given me more pain than your 
first; that is, more serious pain, as the tone which runs through it, though 
gentle, convinces me that I must have written to you in a manner too indignant 
for the occasion--& I sincerely ask your excuse." She notes that she is agitated 
because she is moving from her home of 24 years. Regarding a piece in 
publication: "Ify[you?] fancied it was too grave for your work & more proper 
for the Scotch annual I need not trouble you for a proof." In a postscript she 
records her new address for the coming months.

Letter to Mrs. Lee, 1836 June 17 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter requesting information about the travel plans for Madam Voidel.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Acquired as part of the Lisa Unger Baskin collection.
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Letter to unidentified recipient, 1836 November 
25 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter requesting the recipient's proxy vote for the London Orphan Asylum, with 
note from recipient that she will have this vote along with "the proxies of some 
of my friends."

Letter to unidentified recipient, 1836 December 
26 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter expressing greetings of the season, discussing the benefits she receives 
by supporting a boy [in the London Orphan's Asylum, see letter dated 1836 
November 11), and discussing her plans to travel to the countryside despite 
snow drifts.

Letter to unidentified recipient, 1840 April 6 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter expressing appreciation for a contribution to a bazaar, and describing her 
memories of Bognor [Bognor Regis?, England?].

Letter to unidentified recipient, 1842 December 
7 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter extending two invitations to visit Opie.

Letter to unidentified recipients, 1844 December 
25 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter mentioning the death of Lord Eldon, and expressing her appreciation 
of his biographer's work. Closes with "Excuse my unreasonable detention of 
yr book. Leverage Yourself by keeping mine as long--with the Comp's of the 
season."

Letter to unidentified recipient Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Letter requesting instructions for Opie's cook for a planned dinner.

Letter to Lord Cholmondeley, 1851 October 17 Folder 1
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Scope and Contents

Letter requesting his vote for John Ladd, an applicant to an orphanage. Letter 
also mentions Dr. and Mrs. Copeman, friends of Mrs. Cholmondeley. Also 
mentions the closing of the Great Exhibition.

Engravings, 1798-1855 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Five engraved portraits of Opie

Songs, 1824 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Two of Opie's songs, "when noon tides blaze is oer" and "my moments pass 
serenely by," copied by her father, James Alderson

Poetry, 1855 February 12 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

Four lines of poetry in French about a child, signed by Opie. She added a note: 
"The last line very applicable indeed."

Immediate Source of Acquisition

Acquired as part of the Lisa Unger Baskin Collection.

Financial document, 1808 July 13 Folder 1

Scope and Contents

A document for Marsh, Setbold & Co. requesting 20 guineas (fifteen in notes, 
and the rest in gold) paid to Opie and placed to her account.
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