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Summary

Collection Title:
James O'Shaughnessy papers, 1888-1950, 2021

Source:
John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History

Creator:
O'Shaughnessy, James

Abstract:
James O'Shaughnessy (1865-1950) was an advertising executive who served as the 
first Executive Manager of the American Association of Advertising Agencies from 
1917-1928 and business manager at Liberty magazine from 1929-1931. Collection 
includes clippings; correspondence; meeting minutes and proceedings; pamphlets, 
maps and other printed materials; photographs; research and status reports; 
speeches and lectures; travel literature and other materials. Individuals and 
organizations represented include American Association of Advertising Agencies, 
Associated Advertising Clubs of the World, International Advertising Association, 
Knute Rockne, and Liberty Magazine. Acquired as part of the John W. Hartman 
Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History.

Extent:
3.0 Linear Feet

Language:
English.

Collection ID:
RL.00980

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1ws9p

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], James O'Shaughnessy papers, David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection includes clippings; correspondence; meeting minutes and 
proceedings; pamphlets, maps and other printed materials; photographs; 
research and status reports; speeches and lectures; travel literature and 
other materials. Individuals and organizations represented include American 
Association of Advertising Agencies, Associated Advertising Clubs of the World, 
International Advertising Association, Knute Rockne, and Liberty Magazine.

Biographical/Historical

James O'Shaughnessy (1865-1950) was an advertising executive who served 
as the first Executive Manager of the American Association of Advertising 
Agencies from 1917-1928 and business manager at Liberty magazine from 
1929-1931.

James O'Shaughnessy was born in 1865 in St. Catherine, Missouri. In the 
1890s he served as an advance promoter for the Pawnee Bill Wild West Show's 
European tour. He worked with the Gundlach Advertising Agency before 
founding the O'Shaughnessy Advertising Company around 1912. O'Shaughnessy 
served as the first Executive Secretary of the American Association of 
Advertising Agencies (1918-1928) before leaving to become Business Manager 
for Liberty Magazine (1929-1931). He served with the Outdoor Advertising 
Association from 1931-1935. O'Shaughnessy died in New York in 1950.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Organized into the following series: General Files; American Association of 
Advertising Agencies; Liberty Magazine; O'Shaughnessy Advertising Company; 
Travel; Writings.

Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Acquisition Information

The James O'Shaughnessy papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2000 and 2021.

Processing Information

Processed by Ruth E. Bryan

Completed February 15, 2001

Encoded by Ruth E. Bryan

Reprocessed by Richard Collier, Oct. 2021, incorporating additions. Accessions 
described in this collection guide: 2000-0346, 2021-0084.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Return to Table of Contents
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Related Materials

Related Material

Related materials may be found in the following Hartman Center collections:

American Association of Advertising Agencies records;

C.K. Woodbridge papers;

Compton Advertising Inc. records;

James H. Fraser papers;

Outdoor Advertising Association of America archives.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Proofs (printed matter)
• Advertising executives -- United States
• Advertising -- Congresses
• Advertising agencies -- United States
• John W. Hartman Center for Sales, Advertising & Marketing History
• Outdoor Advertising Corporation
• American Advertising Agents' Association
• Rockne, Knute, 1888-1931
• O'Shaughnessy Advertising Company

Collection Inventory

General Files, 1888-1950, 2021

Advertising Agencies Corporation--Report of 
Survey Upon Which to Base Advertising for the 
United States Shipping Board, 1920 Box 4
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Advertising World--Irish Free State Supplement, 
1924 Box 1

American Advertising Agents Association--
Proceedings, 1900 Box 1

Biographical information, 1950, 2021 Box 1

Correspondence, 1909-1945 Box 1
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Correspondence--American Consular Service, 
Lisbon, 1910 Box 1

Correspondence--Independent Newspapers 
Ltd., 1929 Box 1

Correspondence--Letter to daughter Bride 
concerning family history, 1941-1943 Box 1

Egyptienne Straights Cigarettes national flag 
collectibles, approximately 1910s Box 1

Federal Communications Commission--Order 
regarding RCA Communications telegraph 
application, 1940 Box 1

Scope and Contents

On back: poem "Galway Town"

General Newspaper Advertising Agents--
Constitution and Bylaws, 1888 Box 1

Illustration--O'Shaughnessy family visiting 
Nelson O'Shaughnessy in Vienna, 1929, 1945 Box 5

James O'Shaughnessy Counselor in Advertising 
and Marketing--Letterhead and forms, 1930s Box 1

Knute Rockne death and funeral clippings, 1931 Box 5
Physical Description: 2 folders 

McConnell's Advertising Service (Ireland)--The 
Other Side of the Hill by C.E. McConnell, 1924 Box 1
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Pathfinder Magazine--Article about 
O'Shaughnessy, 1931 Box 1

Paul Mazur: National Financing for National 
Advertising, 1926 Box 1

National Electric Company--Minutes of Board 
meeting, 1917 Box 4

Outdoor Advertising Incorporated--Maps of the 
New York metropolitan area, approximately 
1930s Box 4

Periodical Sales subscriber receipt, 1930 Box 1

Photographs, 1900-1940 Box 1

Photographs, approximately 1921 Box 4

Photographs--Family visiting Dublin, 1924 Box 4

Publicity Magazine (U.K.), 1922 Mar. Box 1

Scope and Contents

Includes: House Organs (John Hart); Ireland as an Advertising Field (Charles 
McConnell); The Relative Value of Media (L.H. Hartland-Swann)

Rider and Driver--O'Shaughnessy photograph 
on p. 18, 1947 Box 4

Scope and Contents

O'shaughnessy served as Consultant Editor

St. Joseph's Home for Homeless Children, 1931 Box 1

Travelers Insurance collectible, approximately 
1930s Box 1

United States Daily pamphlet, 1931 Box 4

William Randolph Hearst League, 
approximately 1904 Box 1

Return to Table of Contents

American Association of Advertising Agencies (AAAA), 1919-1921
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Advertising Dictionary proof pages, 1921 Box 5

Rate cutting, 1919-1920 Box 1

Splitting commissions, 1919-1921 Box 1

Return to Table of Contents

Liberty Magazine, 1926-1931

A.R. Leininger sales talk on the toothpaste 
market, 1926 Box 1

A Few Pertinent Facts About Liberty, 
approximately 1928 Box 5

Advertisement--We Will "Play Ball" with Big 
Business, 1928 Box 5

Advertisement--Why I Am Joining Liberty 
Magazine (featuring O'Shaughnessy), 1929 Box 5

Automobile study, 1930 Box 5

Business card, approximately 1928 Box 1

Current Report of Liberty's Progress, 
1928-1929 Box 4

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Daniel Starch reader survey--Standards of 
Living, 1930 Box 1

Edwin Kennedy sales talk on clothing, 1926 Box 1

Memos, meeting minutes, etc., 1929-1931 Box 1

Position of Advertising Agency Based on Volume 
of Business Placed in Liberty 1926-1927, 
approximately 1928 Box 2

R.J.R. Denby (?)--Theater versus Movies, 1926 Box 2

Sales talk on clothing, 1926 Box 2

- Page 9 -



Guide to the James O'Shaughnessy papers, 1888-1950, 2021

Sample copy (O'Shaughnessy on back cover), 
1929 Mar. 9 Box 2

W.I. Englehart sales talk on motion pictures, 
1926 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

O'Shaughnessy Advertising Company, 1912-1917

Bank statements, 1917 Apr. Box 4

Cancelled checks, 1916-1917 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Forms, approximately 1912 Box 2

Leap Resilient Wheels booklet, 1912 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

Travel, 1924-1929

Associated Advertising Clubs of the World--
London convention, 1924 Box 2

Associated Advertising Clubs of the World--
London convention, 1924 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Includes "The Advertising Agency Position" (J. Murray Allison)

Associated Advertising Clubs of the World--
London convention--Clippings, 1924 Box 5

Associated Advertising Clubs of the World--
London convention--Clippings, 1924 Oversize-folder 1

Associated Advertising Clubs of the World--
London convention--Delegates Sketch Plan of 
London, 1924 Box 2

Brochures and postcards, 1924-1929 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 
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California Souvenir pressed flower book, 
approximately 1920s Box 2

France, 1928-1929 Box 2

Germany, 1929 Box 2

Germany--Rail map, 1929 Oversize-folder 1

Menus, 1929 Box 4

Spain, 1929 Box 2

Switzerland, 1929 Box 3

U.S. Lines--SS Republic berthing diagram, 1924 Oversize-folder 1

World Advertising Congress, Berlin 
(International Advertising Association), 1929 Box 3

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

Writings, 1900-1936

Articles, 1928-1936 Box 3
Physical Description: 3 folders 

"Extra" Jimmie, 1900 Box 3

Modern Advertising and Modern Printing, 1912 Box 3

Return to Table of Contents
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