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Summary

Collection Title:
Mark Perlman papers, 1952-2002

Source:
Economists' Papers Archive

Creator:
Perlman, Mark, 1923-2006

Abstract:
Mark Perlman (1923-2006) was Emeritus University Professor of Economics at the 
University of Pittsburgh. This collection documents his professional life through his 
correspondence. It forms part of the Economists' Papers Archive.

Extent:
62.7 Linear Feet (42 boxes.)
12 Megabytes (One set.)

Language:
Material in English.

Collection ID:
RL.01014

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1706q

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Mark Perlman papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book and Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

This collection documents Perlman's professional life almost exclusively 
through his extensive correspondence (and indexes for this correspondence) 
from 1952-2001. It reflects his time on the faculty of Cornell University, 
Johns Hopkins University, and the University of Pittsburgh, and his research 

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1706q


Guide to the Mark Perlman Papers, 1952-2002

interests of work arbitration, trade unions, and the economics of public 
health. Among the correspondents are Moses Abramovitz, Martin Shubik, 
and Martin Bronfenbrenner, and there is especially rich correspondence 
in the years around the publication of his works Judges in Industry: A 
Study of Labor Arbitration in Australia (1954) and   Spatial, Regional, and 
Population Economics: Essays in Honor of Edgar M. Hoover (1972). Additional 
correspondence relates to Perlman's founding and editorship of the   Journal of 
Economic Literature.

Biographical/Historical

Mark Perlman (1923-2006) was a white American academic economist who was 
born in Madison, Wisconsin to economist Selig Perlman. He left univeristy to 
enlist in the US Army during World War II, but he eventually graduated with a 
BA and MA from the University of Wisconsin in 1947 and a PhD from Columbia 
University in 1950.

He taught at Princeton University, the University of Hawaii (1951), Cornell 
University (1952-1954), Johns Hopkins University (1955-1961), and the 
University of Pittsburgh (1961-1993). There, he served as department chair 
from 1965-1970 and was named a University Professor in 1968. He was forced 
to retire at age 70 due to university policy.

He made contributions to the fields of economics, history, and public health 
and specialized at various times on labor economics and industrial relations, 
demographic economics, and the history of economic thought. He authored 
more than 40 books and founded the Journal of Economic Literature in 1968. He 
remained managing editor until 1981 and founded the   Journal of Evolutionary 
Economics in 1989.

In his dissertation, "Judges in Industry," he applied his interest in the 
development of American industrial government (and particularly, in 
approaches to collective decision-making in industry) to the Australian 
Arbitration Court. This study concerned the role of employer and union 
organization as well as the cost and price structure of particular industries 
in getting the losing party to accept its awards. It was used in 1954 in the 
Boilermakers Case as the basis for finding the 50-year-old arbitration system 
unconstitutional. His next book, Labor Union Theories in America: Background 
and Development, and other early work dealt with the history, practices, and 
theories of American labor unionism.

While at Johns Hopkins, he became interested in the economics of public health 
with an emphasis on preventive health care. In 1963, he began his collaboration 
with Edgar M. Hoover on Spatial, Regional, and Population Economics: Essays 
in Honor of Edgar M. Hoover, a work concerned with demographic economics, 
and particularly with the lag in the profession's consciousness between the 
demographic empirical changes and the modification of theoretical models.
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He was married to Naomi Waxman and had one daughter, Abigail Williams.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The Mark Perlman papers are arranged into two series: Correspondence and 
Subject Files.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that 
require special equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Access restricted. Five accessions require additional arrangement, description, 
and/or screening because they are unprocessed. Contact Research Services for 
more information.

Acquisition Information

The Mark Perlman papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book 
and Manuscript Library as gifts between 1992-2002 and from Ghary Mongiovi 
in 2008.
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Processing Information

Processed by Melissa Delbridge, Joann Kleinneuir, Lisa Stark, and Keary 
Warner, June 1996.

Encoded by Stephen Douglas Miller and Cat Saleeby.

Electronic records processed by Zachary Tumlin, June 2023.

Accessions described in this colleciton guide: 1997-0208, 1999-0188, 
2000-0098, 2001-0071, 2002-0119, and 2008-0020.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Arbitration, Industrial -- Australia
• Arbitration, Industrial -- United States
• Economics -- Study and teaching -- United States
• Economists -- United States -- Correspondence
• Industrial relations -- Australia
• Industrial relations -- United States
• Labor unions
• Medical economics -- United States
• Public health -- United States -- Finance
• Economists' Papers Archive
• Perlman, Mark, 1923-2006
• University of Pittsburgh. Department of Economics -- Faculty

Collection Inventory

Correspondence, 1952-2002
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Scope and Contents

Letters to and from Perlman chiefly concerning personal matters; academic 
affairs at the universities at which he taught; research for his books and 
articles; negotiations with publishers; and presentations and attendence at 
conferences. Letters occasionally include articles submitted to Perlman by other 
ecomomists for publication or proofreading.

Arranged according to Perlman's original filing system. Correspondence from 
his tenure at Cornell University and Johns Hopkins University is arranged 
chronologically by year, then alphabetically by last name. He initially continued 
this at the University of Pittsburgh, but soon switched to a numerical system, 
which he also used for the Journal of Economic Literature.

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1952-1968
Scope and Contents

Correspondence from Perlman's years at Cornell University, Johns Hopkins 
University, and early years at the University of Pittsburgh. Arranged 
alphabetically.

The correspondence from Cornell includes letters in which he and his friends 
and colleagues discuss their work, their students, and academic life. These 
letters also include travel arrangements for a trip to Australia in connection 
with his book Judges in Industry and information regarding his research for 
this book.

Much of the correspondence from Johns Hopkins concerns his writings on 
work arbitration and trade unions. It was during this period that his interest 
was drawn to the economics of public health, and his correspondence reflects 
this through dialogue with other economists and statisticians, as well as 
through inquiries regarding his research and replies from organizations 
providing requested information. There are also letters concerning academic 
administrative matters, such as recommendations for students and fellow 
faculty members.

Cornell: A-Z, 1952-1955 Box 1
Physical Description: 8 folders 

International Congress of Historians: A-Z, 
1963-1965 Box 4

Johns Hopkins: A-Z, 1955-1957 Box 1
Physical Description: 4 folders 
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Johns Hopkins: A-O, 1957-1958 Box 1
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Johns Hopkins: P-Z, 1958 Box 2
Physical Description: 1 folder 

Johns Hopkins: A-Z, 1959-1961 Box 2
Physical Description: 13 folders 

Johns Hopkins: A-M, 1962 Box 2
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Johns Hopkins: N-Z, 1962 Box 3
Physical Description: 1 folder 

Pittsburgh: A-Z, 1963-1966 Box 3
Physical Description: 14 folders 

Pittsburgh: A-Z, 1967-1968 Box 4
Physical Description: 4 folders 

Numerical Correspondence, 1967-1994
Scope and Contents

The remainder of Perlman's correspondence from his time the University 
of Pittsburgh is arranged numerically. He assigned each item a two digit 
date representing the year, then numbered in sequence in order of receipt, 
resulting in a nearly chronological order.

68-150R - 68-750R and unnumbered, 1967 
December-1968 November Box 5

Physical Description: 7 folders 

Unnumbered, 1967 September-December Box 5
Physical Description: 2 folders 

68-150 - 69-830 and unnumbered, 1968 
January-1969 December Box 5

Physical Description: 13 folders 

70-002 - 72-321 and unnumbered, 1970 
January-1972 May Box 6

Physical Description: 14 folders 
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72-322 - 74-279, 1921 February-1974 April Box 7
Physical Description: 16 folders 

74-280 - 75-439, 1973 December-1975 October Box 8
Physical Description: 17 folders 

75-440 - 76-610 and unnumbered, 1975 
October-1977 January Box 9

Physical Description: 14 folders 

77-007 - 79-064, 1976 November-1979 March Box 10
Physical Description: 18 folders 

79-065 - 80-545, 1979 January-1980 December Box 11
Physical Description: 16 folders 

81-001 - 82-077, 1980 December-1982 
February Box 12

Physical Description: 16 folders 

82-079 - 83-240, 1982 January-1983 June Box 13
Physical Description: 17 folders 

83-241 - 84-500, 1983 February-1984 March Box 14
Physical Description: 15 folders 

84-501 - 85-224, 1983 May-1985 April Box 15
Physical Description: 15 folders 

85-225 - 86-511, 1985 March-1986 November Box 16
Physical Description: 17 folders 

86-512 - 87-680, 1986 November-1987 
December Box 17

88-001 - 89-130, 1988 January-1989 March Box 18
Physical Description: 18 folders 

89-132 - 90-177, 1989 March-1990 April Box 19
Physical Description: 20 folders 

90-178 - 91-334, 1990 April-1991 June Box 20
Physical Description: 16 folders 
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91-334 - 92-355, 1991 May-1992 June Box 21
Physical Description: 16 folders 

92-356 - 93-480, 1992 June-1993 September Box 22
Physical Description: 15 folders 

93-481 - 94-577, 1993 September-1994 
December Box 23

Physical Description: 19 folders 

Journal of Economic Literature

Correspondence related to the Journal of Economic Literature, of which 
Perlman was the founder and managing editor from 1968-1981. While many 
letters concern subscription matters, others discuss particular articles, and 
some have manuscripts attached. Arranged numerically. Perlman assigned 
each item a two digit date representing the year, then numbered in sequence 
in order of receipt, resulting in a nearly chronological order.

68-0000 - 70-0156, 1967 July-1970 February Box 24
Physical Description: 14 folders 

70-0156 - 71-0480, 1970 February-1971 June Box 25
Physical Description: 15 folders 

71-0481 - 72-0781, 1971 June-1972 October Box 26
Physical Description: 16 folders 

72-0782 - 74-0033, 1972 October-1974 January Box 27
Physical Description: 17 folders 

74-0025 - 75-0062, 1974 January-1975 January Box 28
Physical Description: 15 folders 

75-0063 - 76-0102, 1975 January-1976 
February Box 29

Physical Description: 19 folders 

76-0103 - 76-1155, 1976 February-1976 
December Box 30

Physical Description: 22 folders 
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76-1156 - 78-0170, 1976 November-1978 
February Box 31

Physical Description: 22 folders 

78-0171 - 79-0336, 1978 February-1979 April Box 32
Physical Description: 19 folders 

79-0336 - 81-016, 1979 March-1981 March Box 33
Physical Description: 17 folders 

Indexes, 1963-2002
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials are electronic records that require special 
equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Scope and Contents

Indexes to material in the Correspondence series in the form of microfiche, 
computer printouts, and photocopied index cards. Indexes are alphabetical 
by name of correspondent but do not include all correspondents, and there is 
no index for 1990. Arranged chronologically.

Correspondence Indexes Box 35

Correspondence Index, 1963-1987 Box 35

Scope and Contents

Microfiche.

Correspondence Index, 1967-1981 Box 35
Physical Description: 7 folders 
Scope and Contents

Photocopies of index cards.

Correspondence Index, 1987-1989 Box 35
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Computer printouts.

Correspondence Index, 1991-1993 Box 35
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Scope and Contents

Computer printouts.

Correspondence Index, 1991-1994 Box 35
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Computer printouts.

Correspondence Index, 1994 Box 35

Scope and Contents

Computer printouts.

Correspondence Index Electronic Files, 
1997-2002 Digital-materials RL01014-

SET-0001
Folder 1 > Disk RL01014-

FL3-0003, RL01014-
FL3-0004, RL01014-
FL3-0005, RL01014-

FL3-0006
Physical Description: 12 Megabytes
59 files 
Scope and Contents

Text files; indexes for 1991-2001.

Return to Table of Contents

Return to Table of Contents

Subject Files, 1970-1980 and undated
Scope and Contents note

Correspondence with printers who worked with Perlman on the publication 
of his monographic works as well as on the Journal of Economic Literature; 
teaching material (course outlines, syllabi, and tests); a file on seminars 
established at the University of Pittsburgh to address topics of interest to 
the cultural life and economy of the city; correspondence with the American 
Economic Association; and printed material and research papers submitted 
to a conference of which he was on the program committee. The conference, 
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entitled "Human Resources, Employment, and Development," was held in 
Mexico in 1980. Arranged alphabetically.

Banta, 1970 Oct.-1974 Mar. Box 34
Physical Description: 1 folder 

Cambridge University Press, 1976 June-1978 
Jan. Box 34

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Congress: Mexico, 1978-1980 Box 34
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Kingsport Correspondence, 1973 Nov.-1976 July Box 34
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Nashville, 1971-1980 Box 34
Physical Description: 5 folders 

Old Course Material, 1972-1980 Box 34
Physical Description: 4 folders 

University Seminars, 1978-1979 Box 34
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

Accession 1997-0208, 1991-1996
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Materials require additional arrangement, description, and/or 
screening. Contact Research Services for more information.

Scope and Contents

Correspondence from 1995, an alphabetical index for 1991-1996, and numerical 
indexes for 1991-1996.

Correspondence 95-001 - 95-741, 1995 Box 1
Physical Description: 10 folders 

Correspondence Indexes (Numerical), 
1991-1996 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

6 bound volumes.

Correspondence Index (Alphabetical), 
1991-1995 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Bound.

Return to Table of Contents

Accession 1999-0188, 1996-1997
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Materials require additional arrangement, description, and/or 
screening. Contact Research Services for more information.

Scope and Contents

Correspondence from 1996-1997, a chronological index for 1996-1997, and an 
alphabetical index for 1991-1997.

Correspondence Index (Alphabetical), 
1991-1997 Box 1

Physical Description: 7 folders 

Correspondence Index (Chronological), 
1996-1997 Box 1

Unsorted Correspondence, 1996-1997 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Correspondence 96-001 - 96-622, 1996 Box 1

Scope and Contents

6 notebooks.

Correspondence 96-623 - 97-474, 1996-1997 Box 2

Scope and Contents

5 notebooks.

Return to Table of Contents
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Accession 2000-0098, 1998
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Materials require additional arrangement, description, and/or 
screening. Contact Research Services for more information.

Scope and Contents

Correspondence from 1998 and a printout of the numerical index for that year.

Correspondence 98-001 - 98-555, 1998 Box 1

Scope and Contents

8 notebooks.

Correspondence Index, 1998 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Computer printout.

Return to Table of Contents

Accession 2001-0071, 1999
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Materials require additional arrangement, description, and/or 
screening. Contact Research Services for more information.

Scope and Contents

Correspondence from 1999, with frequent reference to Perlman's writings 
and lectures and to other economists and their views. Also included is a 
chronological index for 1999 and alphabetical indexes for 1991-1999; all 
indexes have summaries of each letter's contents.

Return to Table of Contents

Accession 2002-0119, 2000-2001
Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Materials require additional arrangement, description, and/or 
screening. Contact Research Services for more information.
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Scope and Contents

Correspondence from 2000-2001 and an alphabetical index for 1991-2001, with 
summaries of each letter's contents.

Return to Table of Contents
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