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Phil Weaver collection of World War II films

Summary

Collection Title:
Phil Weaver collection of World War II films, 1943-1946

Abstract:
Seventeen United States and British government-produced films on 15 reels, 
dealing with World War II and dating 1943 to 1946, primarily including films made 
explicitly to sell war bonds, as well as documentaries, training films, and anti-
Japanese and anti-German propaganda.

Extent:
2 Linear Feet (15 film cans in two records center boxes.)

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.12027

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1gq8w

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Phil Weaver World War II film collection, David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

The Phil Weaver World War II film collection contains seventeen 16mm sound 
films on 15 reels. Dating from 1943 to 1946, the films in the collection are 
primarily shorter films intended to promote the sale of war bonds by the U.S. 
government. Exceptions include "Desert Victory," a film produced by the British 
government detailing the North Africa campaign, two "Private SNAFU" cartoons 
made by Warner Brothers for training troops, and two "Fighting Men" training 
films. One film, "Remember These Faces," is in color, while the rest are in black 
and white.

- Page 3 -

https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1gq8w


Phil Weaver collection of World War II films

Common to the period and to Allied propaganda, the films often contain 
derogatory language to describe the Germans and Japanese.

Biographical/Historical

During World War II, the U.S. and British governments produced propaganda 
films to rally citizens to the cause of Allied victory. Many of these documentary-
style films, such as "The Army Nurse" (1945), were in the service of selling 
war bonds, to help finance the war and then also to "win the peace" as the 
Allies helped rebuild war-ravaged communities. By the end of the last war bond 
drive in 1946, the U.S. government had raised $185 billion in bonds sold to the 
American public.

Training films, such as the "Private SNAFU" cartoons and "Fighting Men" films 
in this collection, were restricted to military use only.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The reels are arranged by date and then film title. Some reels have more than one 
title, in which case the titles are listed together as part of the reel.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/
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Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research. Original films are restricted due to format, but 
digital files are available for all the films.

Use Restrictions

Except for "Desert Victory," which was created by the British Ministry of 
Information, the films in this collection were produced by the United States 
government and are in the public domain in the United States.

Acquisition Information

The Phil Weaver collection of World War II films were received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2004.

Processing Information

Processed by Craig Breaden, July 2022

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2004-0315

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

World War II propaganda collection, 1939-1945

War bond and related advertisements from World War II in the Ad*Sense 
Collection.

The Nazi Supreme Court Trial of the Anti-Hitler Plot September 1944-January 
1945, in the Doris Duke Audiovisual Collection

Newsreel of the Fifth Party Congress of the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche 
Arbeiter-Partei (Nazi Party), 1933, 1933 August 30-September 3 Newsreel of 
the Fifth Party Congress of the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiter-Partei 
(Nazi Party), 1933, 1933 August 30-September 3

Degeto Weltspiegel 22. Entscheidung auf dem Balkan III. Sprung nach Kreta. 
[Decision in the Balkans III. Jump to Crete.], 1941 May 31
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Names and Subjects

• World War, 1939-1945
• Propaganda, American
• Propaganda, Anti-German
• Propaganda, Anti-Japanese
• 16mm
• Audiovisual materials
• motion picture film
• 16mm (photographic film size)

Collection Inventory

"Desert Victory", 1943Physical Description: Two reels, 2119 film feet, 0:58:51. Edge code indicates stock 
was made in 1943. Reel 2 has extensive sprocket hole damage, and was scanned in 
two parts due to a tear occurring towards the end of the reel.
Scope and Contents

Directed by Roy Boulting and produced by David MacDonald for the British 
Ministry of Information in 1943, "Desert Victory" details the North Africa 
campaign, and won an Academy Award for Best Documentary in 1944.

16mm, black and white, optical sound, reel 1 Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0009

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0009.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0009.mp4

16mm, black and white, optical sound, reel 2 Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0010
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Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0010_01.mkv

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0010_02.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0010_01.mp4

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0010_02.mp4

"Fighting Men: How to Get Killed in One Easy 
Lesson", 1943Physical Description: 388 film feet, 0:10:46. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1943.
Scope and Contents

United States of America War Office, T.F. 21 1020. Training film set in the 
Pacific Theater using dramatization to illustrate common and fatal battlefield 
mistakes.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0014

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001

"Fighting Men: Kill or Be Killed", 1943Physical Description: 310 film feet, 0:08:36. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1943. Extensive sprocket hole damage.
Scope and Contents

United States of America War Department, T.F. 21 1024, produced by the Signal 
Corps for the Commanding General, Army Ground Forces, 1943. Training film 
emphasizing the need to be physically and mentally prepared to kill the enemy 
on the battlefield.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0015
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Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001

"Pvt. SNAFU vs. Malaria Mike"; "Private SNAFU 
- Rumors", 1944Physical Description: 324 film feet, 0:09:00. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1944.
Scope and Contents

The Private Snafu (military slang/acronym for "Situation Normal, All F***d 
Up") training films were produced by Warner Brothers Cartoons and a creative 
team that included among others Chuck Jones, Friz Freleng, Bob Clampett, 
Carl Stalling, and Mel Blanc. Warner Brothers produced over 25 Private Snafu 
cartoons, intended to instruct troops on various topics through the use of 
familiar humor. "Private Snafu vs. Malaria Mike" (United States of America War 
Office, Misc. 1035) demonstrated ways to avoid mosquito bites, and thereby 
malaria, while "Private Snafu - Rumors," showed the potential damage to 
security of relaying rumors.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0012

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0001.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0001.mp4

"Remember These Faces", 1944Physical Description: 611 film feet, 0:17:17. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1944.
Scope and Contents

Presented by the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corp, U.S. Coast Guard. Seventh War 
Loan war bond film, in color, using documentary footage of battleground action, 
emphasizing the violence of the war in the Pacific theater and the toll it takes on 
American troops.

16mm, color, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0003
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Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0003.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0003.mp4

"Combat Bulletin #62, Activities in European 
Theatre of Operations", 1945Physical Description: 598 film feet, 0:16:37. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945. Emulsion loss in numerous areas.
Scope and Contents

United States of America War Office, Army Pictorial Service, CB 62. 
Documentary footage from the Wieringermeer Polder showing flooding after 
German forces destroyed the dike protecting it, April 17, 1945; land mine 
removal; German prisoners of war. The second part of the film, "Cavitizing 
Shells for V-T Fuses," shows how standard shells can be converted for use with 
V-T fuses. The third part of the film, "Okinawa," shows action in Okinawa and 
describes some of the the armaments used, as well as cave clearing and the 
prisoner of war stockade. The fourth part of the film, "Recent Jap Attacks on 
Fleet," shows planes taking off and landing on carriers, and air battles including 
those with kamikaze planes.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0006

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0006.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0006.mp4

"Normandy Invasion", 1945Physical Description: 732 film feet, 0:20:19. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945.
Scope and Contents

A United States Coast Guard Picture, photographed by U.S. Coast Guard 
Cameramen with additional scenes from the U.S. Navy and Army Air Forces. 
Documentary footage from the invasion of Normandy, from the preparation to 
the landing.
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16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0005

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0005.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0005.mp4

"Objective Security Okinawa", 1945Physical Description: 718 film feet, 0:19:57. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945.
Scope and Contents

MPR-61, produced by Marine Corps Photographic Service for Motion Pictures 
and Special Events Division, War Finance Division, U.S. Treasury Department. 
Photographed by Marine Corps Combat Photographers of the Third Amphibious 
Corps, and the First and Sixth Marine Divisions. Victory Loan war bond film 
showing battle scenes of Okinawa, as well as reconstruction efforts.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0007

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0007.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0007.mp4

"Perishable - Rush", 1945Physical Description: 488 film feet, 0:13:32. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945.
Scope and Contents

Army Air Forces Special Film Project 215. Victory Loan war bond film using 
documentary and dramatized footage showing how wounded soldiers in the 
Pacific theater of the war are transported home.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0001
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Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0001.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0001.mp4

"My Japan", 1945Physical Description: 558 film feet, 0:15:29. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945.
Scope and Contents

War Finance Division of the U.S. Treasury Department. Seventh War Loan 
war bond film. Production credit information missing from reel, obtained 
from Wikipedia copy, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Japan. Anti-Japanese 
propaganda film using a non-Japanese narrator made up to appear Japanese, 
with narration calculated to inflame anti-Japanese sentiment.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0011

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0011.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0011.mp4

Betacam videocassette copy Box 2 > Video-cassette 
RL12027-BCAM-0001

"Target Invisible", 1945Physical Description: 297 film feet, 0:08:14. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945.
Scope and Contents

Army Air Forces Film, Motion Picture Unit, AC/AS Intelligence. Victory Loan 
war bond film, documentary and re-enactment footage highlighting the role of 
radar in bombing.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 2 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0013

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001
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Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001

"The Army Nurse", 1945Physical Description: 589 film feet, 0:16:22. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1944.
Scope and Contents

Official Film, War Department, Misc. 1173, produced by the Army Pictorial 
Service, Signal Corps, for Motion Pictues and Special Events Division, War 
Finance Division, U.S. Treasury Department. Victory Loan war bond film using 
documentary footage and narration to tell the story of the lives of Army nurses.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0002

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0002.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0002.mp4

"Voyage to Recovery," (two copies on reel), "To 
Win the Peace", 1945Physical Description: 997 film feet, 0:27:41. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1945.
Scope and Contents

Reel begins with footage from an unknown source from Pacific theater, showing 
landing issues on carrier ships, and other footage showing American prisoners 
of war. "Voyage to Recovery," produced by the U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, 
and U.S. Coast Guard combines documentary battle/casualty footage with some 
reenactment footage to show how the wounded are supported in recovering. 
"To Win the Peace" is directed at the need for continued support for post-war 
recovery. Features footage of President Harry S. Truman addressing camera.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0008

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0008.mkv
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Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0008.mp4

"Seeds of Destiny", 1946Physical Description: 620 film feet, 0:17:13. Edge code indicates stock was made in 
1947.
Scope and Contents

Presented by the War Department, in support of United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration (UNRRA), the film shows documentary footage of 
destruction and starvation in war-ravaged areas of the world in the aftermath of 
the War, and efforts made at recovery.

16mm, black and white, optical sound Box 1 > Film-reel RL12027-
F16-0004

Digital preservation file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0004.mkv

Digital access file Digital-materials RL12027-
SET-0001 > Video-file 

RL12027-F16-0004.mp4
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