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Summary

Collection Title:
Robert Melton collection of gay male literature and theater, 1882, 1950-2023

Creator:
Melton, Robert, 1951-

Abstract:
Robert Melton (b. 1951) is a gay man and a retired curator and librarian with 
multiple subject specialties in the humanities. Melton compiled this collection over 
decades, which focuses on literary works and theatrical representations created by, 
for, and about gay men or homoerotic desire. The archival collection includes select 
periodicals and book dealers' catalogs, issues of The New Yorker with writings by 
David Sedaris and other authors, and materials from Diversionary Theatre such 
as playbills, programs, and mailers. Also included in the collection are similar 
materials from other theaters, as well as literature reviews and ephemera.

Extent:
9 Linear Feet

Language:
Materials in English.

Collection ID:
RL.13071

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1m74s

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Robert Melton Collection of Gay Male Literature 
and Theater, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke 
University.

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

The Robert Melton Collection of Gay Male Literature and Theater consists of 
monographs, serials, and archival materials produced by or representing gay 
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men. The archival portion of the collection includes select periodicals and book 
dealers' catalogs, issues of The New Yorker with writings by David Sedaris 
and others, materials from Diversionary Theatre and other theaters, and 
literature reviews and ephemera. Periodicals include magazines, journals, and 
newsletters addressing topics such as gay literature and poetry, gay theater, 
and gay activism. Book dealer's catalogs are a selection of catalogs, some 
from gay presses, offering works by or about gay people. Issues of   The New 
Yorker largely feature pieces written by David Sedaris, although selections 
from other writers are also included. Materials from Diversionary Theatre 
document the theater's performances and programs from 2001 to 2022 and 
consist mostly of playbills, programs, and mailers. Clippings and reviews of 
Diversionary Theatre's shows are also included. Theater ephemera consists of 
playbills, programs, clippings, and reviews from various American theaters, 
many based in California. Literature reviews and ephemera consist largely 
of book reviews, articles, and clippings related to gay literature. Other items 
included in literature ephemera are letters, photographs, and materials related 
to the American Library Association's GLBT task force and round table.

Biographical/Historical

Robert Melton (b. 1951) is a gay man and a retired curator and librarian 
with multiple subject specialties in the humanities who lives in San Diego, 
CA. He earned a Bachelor's Degree and a Master's Degree in English from 
Duke University, as well as a Master's Degree in Librarianship from Columbia 
University. He worked at the University of Kansas and then at the University 
of California San Diego, where he was a selector for current literature. Melton 
compiled his collection over several decades, initially focusing on works by, 
for, or about gay men that fell within Melton's personal literary tastes. He was 
influenced by his service as a juror for the American Library Association's 
Stonewall Book Awards in the 1990s, which expanded the collection's scope 
to encompass experimental works, works from small presses, and ephemeral 
material. Melton also collected material related to theatrical representations 
of gay men or homoerotic desire. Melton envisioned the collection as providing 
a "representative sampling of what a gay male…in 1970 or in 2020 would 
have had available, actually as well as theoretically, to read about people like 
himself."

Diversionary Theatre is the third-oldest LGBTQIA+ theater in America, located 
in San Diego, CA. It was founded in 1986 "as a forum to shed light on the 
important social issues affecting the quality of life of LGBTQ+ people," with 
a particular focus on AIDS. As of 2024, Diversionary Theatre aims to "foster 
and amplify the next generation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
and other marginalized voices by providing the local community with live 
entertainment in a dynamic, inclusive, and welcoming environment that 
celebrates and preserves our unique culture."
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David Sedaris is a gay man and humor writer whose work regularly appears in
The New Yorker .

Portions of this note adapted from Robert Melton's summary description of the 
collection.

Sources: "About Diversionary Theatre," Diversionary Theatre website; The 
Official David Sedaris Site (accessed March 29, 2024).

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged into five series: Periodicals and Catalogs; The New Yorker; Diversionary 
Theatre; Theater Ephemera; Literature Reviews and Ephemera.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to Duke 
University. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's Citations, 
Permissions, and Copyright guide.
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Acquisition Information

The Robert Melton Collection of Gay Male Literature and Theater was received 
by the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift from 
Robert Melton in 2023.

Processing Information

Processed by Ofelia Lopez and Leah Tams, March 2024

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2024-0022.

Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Separated Material

Monographs and serials have been separated for individual cataloging.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Gay culture -- United States
• Gay men -- Literary collections
• Gay men in literature
• Gay theater -- United States
• Gay men's writings
• Theater programs
• Publishers' catalogs
• Periodicals
• Sedaris, David
• Diversionary Theatre (San Diego, Calif.)

Collection Inventory

Periodicals and catalogs, 1962-2022
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Periodicals, 1962-2022

American Poetry, 1983 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 1, no. 1.

The American Poetry Review, 1985 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 14, no. 2.

Ashen Meal, 1997-1999 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Nos. 3-5.

Bay Area Reporter Newspaper, 1981 July Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 11, no. 14.

Bookforum, 2006-2008 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 13, no. 3; Volume 14, no. 4.

Brightleaf: New Writing of the South 
Magazine, 1998-2000 Box 7

Scope and Contents

Volume 1, no. 3; Summer 1999 issue; Volume 2, no. 4.

Brother: A Forum for Men Against Sexism 
Newsletter, 1973 Box 1

Scope and Contents

No. 6.

Buzz, 2005 June 24 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 8, no. 6.
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Columbia Magazine, 2011 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Spring 2011.

Cottonwood, 1995 Box 1

Scope and Contents

No. 50.

Evelyn Waugh Newsletter and Studies, 2003 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 34, no. 2.

GayLife, 1980 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 6, no. 5.

Gay Sunshine: A Journal of Gay Liberation, 
1972-1974 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Nos. 13 and 21.

Gay Theatre Alliance Newsletter, 1980-1983 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 2, nos. 1-2; Volume 3, nos. 1-3; Volume 4, nos. 1-2.

Lambda Rising News, 1994 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Autumn 1994.

The Lavender Salon Reader, 1996 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 3, nos.9-10; Volume 4, nos. 1-4.

Liberty Press, 2005 November - 2006 
December Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Volume 12, no. 3; Volume 13, no. 4.

LGBTQ San Diego County News, 2022 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 3, no. 17.

London Review of Books, 2012 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 34, no. 1.

Manroot, 1962-1971 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Nos. 1 and 5.

Mouth of the Dragon, 1975-1976 Box 1
Physical Description: 2 folders 
Scope and Contents

Nos. 4, 9, 10.

New Measure 6: A Magazine of Poetry, 1967 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Summer 1967

Other Stages Newspaper, 1979 April 19 - May 
02 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 1, no. 15.

Out, 2018 May Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 26, no. 9.

Partisan Review, 1975 Box 1
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Scope and Contents

Volume 42, no. 1.

Poetry Flash, 1987 Box 1

Scope and Contents

No. 171.

Poetry Project Newsletter, 1999-2005 Box 1

Scope and Contents

Nos. 176, 179, 180, 184, 187, 197, 202, 203.

Publications of Modern Language Association 
of America, 1984 January Box 1

Scope and Contents

Volume 99, no. 1.

San Diego LGBT Weekly, 2014 April Box 7

Scope and Contents

No. 145.

Stiletto, 1989 Box 1

Scope and Contents

No. 1.

Thesis: The Magazine of the Graduate School 
and University Center, 1995 Box 1

Scope and Contents

City University of New York. Volume 9, no. 1.

Book Dealers' Catalogs, 1970s-2000s

Catalogs from Alyson, 1982-1983 Box 1

Catalogs from Bolerium Books, approximately 
1990s-2016 Box 1

Physical Description: 3 folders 
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Catalogs from Elysian Fields, approximately 
1970s-1990s Box 1

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Catalogs from Elysium Books, 2006 Box 1

Catalogs: A Gay Bibliography, 1971-1980 Box 2

Catalogs from Gay Men's Press, 1981-1989 Box 2

Catalogs from Gay Presses of New York, circa 
1982-1984 Box 2

Catalogs from Giovanni's Room, 1979-1985 Box 2

Catalogs from Ian Young Books, approximately 
1990s-2000s Box 2

Catalogs from Man Root, 1982 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

The New Yorker, 1990-2022

David Sedaris, 2003-2022

"Tricked", "The Girl Next Door", "Our Perfect 
Summer", 2003 June - November Box 2

"Let it Snow", 2003 December Box 2

"Possession", "Old Faithful", 2004 April - 
November Box 2

"Keeping Up", "It's Catching", 2005 April - 
August Box 2

"Road Trips", "In the Waiting Room", "What 
I Learned", "Memento Mori", 2006 May - 
November Box 2

"Suitable for Framing", "The Understudy", 
2006 February - April Box 2

"The Way We Are", "The Man in the Hut", 2007 
February - June Box 2
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"Journey Into Night", "Tasteless", "This Old 
House", "The Birds", 2007 January - December Box 2

"April and Paris", "Letting Go", "Undecided", 
2008 March - October Box 2

"Loggerheads", "Laugh Kookaburra", "Guy 
Walks Into a Bar", "Author, Author?", 2009 
March - December Box 2

"Standing By", 2010 August Box 2

"Easy, Tiger", "Memory Laps", 2011 July - 
October Box 2

"Understanding Owls", 2012 October Box 2

"Dentists Without Borders", 2012 April Box 2

"Now We Are Five", "Company Man", "Long 
Way Home", 2013 April - October Box 2

"Stepping Out", 2014 June Box 2

"A Modest Proposal", "Leviathan", 2015 
January - September Box 2

"The Perfect Fit", 2016 March Box 2

"Active Shooter", 2018 July Box 2

"Father Time" and "Hurricane Season", 2019 
January - December Box 2

"Unbuttoned", 2020 March Box 2

"Happy-Go-Lucky", "Pearls", 2021 May - 
August Box 2

"Lucky-Go-Happy", 2022 April 04 Box 2

Other Authors, 1990-2022

Cheever, John, "Journals", 1990-1991 Box 2

Cunningham, Michael, "Little Men", 2015 Box 2
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Dark, Alice Elliot, "In the Gloaming", 1993 
May Box 2

Fitzpatrick, Jameson, "White Gays", 2017 
October Box 2

Ford, Richard "Displaced", 2018 August Box 2

Ginsberg, Allen, "Rock Song", "Death and 
Fame", 1995 July to 1997 April Box 2

Greenwell, Garth, "An Evening Out", 2017 
August Box 2

Greenwell, Garth, "Harbor", "The Frog King", 
2018 November - 2019 December Box 2

Gurganus, Allan, "Toward a More Precise", 
"My Heart is a Sneak Farm", 1995 September - 
2004 November Box 2

Haslett, Adam "Love Supreme", 2004 May Box 2

Kazmi, Hurmak, "Selection Week", 2021 
August Box 3

Lahr, John, "Kushner's Political Theater", 2005 
January Box 3

MacFarquhar, Larissa, "Passion Plays", 2005 Box 3

Mallon Thomas, "The Very Heart of It", 2022 
December Box 3

Mendelsohn, Daniel, "Corresponding with a 
Famous Author", "The American Boy", 2013 
January Box 3

Mordden, Ethan, "I Got a Song", 1990 October Box 3

Rawley, Donald, "Scheherazade in Hollywood", 
1994 November Box 3

Ross, Alex, "Love on the March", 2012 
November Box 3
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Stuart, Douglas, "Found Wanting", "The 
Englishman", 2020 January - September Box 3

Tóibín, Colm, "Stories", "The Color of 
Shadows", "Summer of '38", "One Minus 
One",, 2007 May - 2015 March Box 3

Verghese Abraham, "Lilacs", 1991 October Box 3

Washington, Bryan, "Arrivals", "Foster", 
"Visitor", "Heirlooms", "Diamantina", 1996 
June - 2022 July Box 3

White, Edmund, "Cinnamon Skin", 1995 
August Box 3

Wolff, Tobias, "Awaiting Orders", 2005 July Box 3

Yanagihara, Hanya, "Interiors", 2022 January Box 3

Return to Table of Contents

Diversionary Theatre, 2001-2022

Brochures, Mailers, Playbills, Reviews, 
2001-2006 Box 3

Mailers, Playbills, 2007-2016 Box 3

Yank! A New Musical poster, 2008 Box 7

Programs, Clippings, Mailers, 2009-2010 Box 3

Clippings, Mailers, 2011 Box 3

The Maiden's Prayer, 2011 Box 3

Edward II, 2011 Box 3

Next Fall, 2012 Box 3

Clippings, Programs, 2012 Box 3

The Pride, 2012 Box 3

Harmony, Kansas, 2012 Box 3
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Birds of a Feather, 2013 Box 3

The Further Adventures of Hedda Gabler, 2013 Box 3

The Divine Sister, 2013 Box 3

Mailers, Clippings, 2013-2014 Box 3
Physical Description: 2 folders 

Thrill Me, 2014 Box 3

Tru, 2014 Box 3

Regrets Only, 2014 Box 3

Bare: A Pop Opera, 2014 Box 3

Mailers, Clippings, Programs, 2015 Box 3

Amazons and Their Men, 2015 Box 3

Bright Half Life, 2015 Box 3

Hot Guys Dancing, 2015 Box 3

Baby with the Bathwater, 2015 Box 3

Diversionary Theatre T-Shirt, 2015 Box 6

Mailers, Clippings, Programs, 2016 Box 3

The Mystery of Love and Sex, 2016 Box 3

Now or Later, 2016 Box 3

The Boy Who Danced on Air, 2016 Box 3

2.5 Minute Ride and Well, 2017 Box 3

Homos, 2017 Box 3

Mailers, Clippings, Programs, 2017 Box 3

Ballast, 2017 Box 3

Mailers, Clippings, Programs, 2018 Box 3
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This Beautiful City, 2018 Box 3

Bull in a China Shop, 2018 Box 3

Cardboard Piano, 2018 Box 3

The Loneliest Girl in the World, 2018 May - July Box 3

Girlfriend, 2019 Box 3

Supplement Hedwig, 2019 Box 3

Programs, Clippings, Mailers, 2019 Box 4

The Hour of Great Mercy, 2019 Box 4

The Santaland Diaries, 2019 Box 4

Significant Other, 2019 Box 4

Mailers, Clippings, Programs, 2020 Box 4

Programs and Mailers, 2021 Box 4

One in Two, 2021 Box 4

Articles, Programs, and Correspondence, 2022 Box 4

Irma Vep, 2022 Box 4

Eighty-Sixed, 2022 Box 4

Return to Table of Contents

Theater ephemera, 1950-2019

Williams, Tennessee, "Summer and Smoke", 
1950 Box 7

Theatre Rhinoceros, Clippings, 
Correspondence, 1960s-1980s Box 4

Programs, Clippings, Reviews, 1960s-1970s Box 4

Glines, John, Dance Theatre, Playbills, 
Programs, 1970s-1980s Box 4
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Programs, Articles, Playbills, 1980s Box 4

"Bent" playbill, 1980 Box 4

Fierstein, Harvey, "Torch Song Trilogy", 1985 Box 7

Theater posters, 1990s Box 7

Reviews, Playbills, 1990s Box 4

Scope and Contents

Donor inventory in folder

Programs, Articles, Reviews, 1990s Box 4

Scope and Contents

Donor inventory in folder

Articles, Playbills, 1990s Box 4

Scope and Contents

Donor inventory in folder

Theatre Rhinoceros, Flyers, Programs, 1990s Box 4

Josie's Cabaret and Juice Joint, 1991-2002 Box 4

New Conservatory Theatre Center, 1991-2002 Box 4

San Francisco Venues and Individuals, 
1991-2002 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Donor inventory in folder

Magic Theatre, Pieces of the Quilt, Playbill, 
1996 Box 4

Theatre Rhinoceros 20 Years, 1997-1998 Box 4

Tom Orr, "Dirty Little Showtunes!", circa 
1997-1998 Box 4

Tim Miller, Shirts and Skin, Playbill, 1999 Box 4

Playbills, Clippings, Articles, 2000-2004 Box 4
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Playbills, 2000-2016 Box 4

Performances Magazine, 2005-2007 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Also includes, clippings, programs, and other promotional material related to 
the shows featured in the magazines.

Reviews, Clippings, Playbills, 2005-2007 Box 4

National Queer Arts Festival Program, 2006 Box 4

Fiersten, "A Catered Affair", 2007 Box 4

Bennet, Mark, "Most Wanted", Playbill, 2007 Box 4

Clippings, Articles, Programs, 2009-2013 Box 4

Playbills and Clippings, 2009-2013 Box 4

Reviews, Clippings, Playbills, 2014 Box 4

Programs, Clippings, Articles, 2015 Box 4

Playbills and Clippings, 2016-2017 Box 4

Reviews, Clippings, 2016-2017 Box 4

Kushner, Tony, The Illusion, Playbill and 
Reviews, 2017 Box 4

Queer Theatre at La Mama, 2016 Box 4

Reviews, Playbills, and Articles, 2017 Box 4

Reviews and Articles, 2018 Box 4

Scope and Contents

Donor inventory in folder

Reviews, Clippings, 2018 Box 4

Sir Lady Java at Oasis Lounge San Diego Flyer 
and Review, 2018 Box 4

Reviews, Clippings, 2019 Box 5
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Playbills, 2019 Box 5

Cygnet Theatre Programs, Clipping, Review, 
2019 Box 5

Playbills, C-D, 1968-2013 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Inventory in folder

Playbills, F-I, 1983-2013 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Inventory in folder

Playbills, K, 1978-2011 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Inventory in folder

Playbills, Kushner, Tony, 1993-1994 Box 5

Playbills, M, 1993-2018 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Inventory in folder

Playbills, P-W, 1979-2015 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Inventory in folder

Return to Table of Contents

Literature reviews and ephemera, 1882, 1954-2023

Photo Card of Oscar Wilde, 1882 January Box 5

Book Reviews, Articles, Clippings, 1954-1995 Box 5

Vidal Publicity Photo, 1962 Box 5

A Unit on Gay Literature for 13th Grade, 1974 Box 5
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Gay Sunshine Flyer, 1977 Box 5

American Library Association GLBT task force 
and round tables, 1979-2008 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Includes book lists and bibliographies, a booklet about getting LGBT books in 
libraries, programs from Stonewall Book Awards, and other related materials.

Paul, Mariah, Poetry Recital, 1981 Box 5

Brainard, Joe, Selections from the Butts 
Collection at UCSD, 1987 Box 5

Book Reviews, 1990s Box 5
Physical Description: 3 folders 
Scope and Contents

Donor inventory in folders

Article by Daniel J. Murtaugh on David Leavitt, 
approximately 1990s Box 5

Letter from Poet Gavin Dillard, 1990 Box 5

Heim, Scott, Mysterious Skin Reviews, 1995 Box 5

Cooper, Bernard, Press Kit for Truth Serum, 
1996 Box 5

Bram, Christopher, letter to Markley Morris, 
1997 December 15 Box 5

William Burroughs and Allen Ginsberg: A Select 
Bibliography of Works in the UCLA University 
Library, 1998 Box 5

Book Reviews, Articles, Clippings, 2000-2004 Box 5

White, Edmund, Clippings, 2000-2023 Box 5

"Debating Manliness", 2001 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Journal article from American Literature 73, no. 3.

- Page 20 -



Guide to the Robert Melton Collection of Gay Male Literature and Theater, 1882, 1950-2023

Clippings, Articles, 2005-2009 Box 5

Book Reviews, Articles, Clippings, 2010-2015 Box 5
Physical Description: 3 folders 

"ANONYMOUS and Bad Boy Books", 2016 Box 5

Scope and Contents

Journal article from Porn Studies 3, no. 3.

Book Reviews, Articles, Clippings, 2016-2021 Box 5
Physical Description: 3 folders 

McKillen, Arch Alfred, Biographical 
Information, 2020 Box 5

Return to Table of Contents
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