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Summary

Collection Title:
John Allen Sharpe papers, 1877-1981 and undated

Creator:
Sharpe, John Allen, 1913-2009

Abstract:
John Allen Sharpe, Jr. was a Duke alumnus who served as editor of the 
ROBESONIAN newspaper from 1947-1982. Collection includes correspondence, 
clippings, and photographs, along with business records for S. A. Edmund & Co.

Extent:
3 Linear Feet (4 boxes)

Language:
Material in English

Collection ID:
RL.01170

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m19h3c

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], John Allen Sharpe Papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Collection contains papers related to Sharpe's work as editor. Also includes 
personal correspondence during the periods Sharpe was a Duke student 
(1928-1932) and a member of the U.S. Army Air Force (1940s), as well as letters 
from his wife written while she was on a tour of Europe in 1951, and letters 
from Sharpe to his parents. There are several copies of the ROBESONIAN, 
along with postcards, family photographs, and a few published works. In 
addition, there is a ledger and other records, dated 1887-1892, for S. A. 
Edmund & Co, a business located in the Lumberton area. A letter and 23 other 
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pages, all undated, containing political speeches hand copied and laid-in to the 
ledger.

A later addition contains materials compiled by Ann Ward Little documenting 
the ROBESONIAN's board meetings leading up to the sale of the newspaper 
in 1983 to Park Newspapers of Lumberton, N.C. There are also a few 1940s 
materials from John Sharpe Sr.'s ownership of the ROBESONIAN, including 
some correspondence and clippings.

Biographical/Historical

John Allen Sharpe, Jr. was born Oct. 20, 1912. He attended Duke University, 
graduating at age 19. He served in the Air Corps during World War II. His 
father, John Allen Sharpe, Sr., was the editor of the ROBESONIAN newspaper 
from 1907-1947. Upon his father's death, John Allen Sharpe assumed the role of 
managing editor. He served in this position from 1947-1982. He married Helen 
Seawell Sharpe in 1950 and the couple had three sons.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.
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Acquisition Information

The John Allen Sharpe Papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift before 2011 and in 2013. An addition was 
received from Ann Ward Little in 2022.

Processing Information

Processed by Jessica Roseberry, November 2011

Encoded by Kimberly Sims, November 2011

Guide updated to reflect addition by Alice Poffinberger, February 2014

Accession(s) described in this finding aid: 2013-0255, 2022-0134

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Postcards
• Europe -- Description and travel -- 19th century
• Robeson County (N.C.) -- History
• Photographs
• Speeches
• Ledgers (account books)
• Newspapers
• Sharpe, John Allen, 1913-2009
• Duke University -- Alumni and alumnae
• Duke University -- Students

Collection Inventory

Schoolwork, 1925 and undated Box 1

Correspondence, personal, undated Box 1

Correspondence, personal, 1918-1927 Box 1

Correspondence, personal, 1928-1932 Box 1
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Correspondence, personal, 1941-1945 Box 1

Correspondence, personal, 1945-1946 Box 1

Correspondence, personal, 1948-1951 Box 1

Correspondence between family members, 
1945-1947 and undated Box 1

Photographs, undated Box 1

Biographical Sketches, 1964 and undated Box 1

Correspondence, professional, 1967-1969 Box 1

Correspondence, professional, 1970-1971 Box 1

Southern Newspaper Publishers Association, 
1949 Box 1

Southern Newspaper Publishers Association, 
1969 (2 folders) Box 1

Brochures, Programs, and Informational 
Materials, 1951-1968 Box 1

Brochures, Programs, and Informational 
Materials, 1969 Box 2

Brochures, Programs, and Informational 
Materials, 1970-1973 Box 2

Brochures, Programs, and Informational 
Materials, undated Box 2

Note to self regarding editors selected, 1981 Box 2

Draft of newspaper articles, undated Box 2

Newspaper Clippings, 1928-1969 Box 3

Newspaper Clippings, 1979-1981 Box 3

ROBESONIAN, Historical and Pictorial Edition, 
1932 Box 3

ROBESONIAN, 1951 Feb. 26 Box 3
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S. A. Edmund & Co. ledger and records, speeches 
and letter, 1877-1891 and undated Box 3

John Allen Sharpe Sr.: ROBESONIAN staff 
request and approval of a holiday for the Duke-
Pitt football game, 1937 Box 4

John Allen Sharpe Sr.'s clippings, etc. from and 
about ROBESONIAN, 1940s Box 4

John Allen Sharpe, Sr. miscellaneous printed 
pages, 1940s Box 4

John Allen Sharpe Sr.: financial difficulties, 1942 Box 4

ROBESONIAN operation letters, 1940s-1970s Box 4

Robeson Country Club meetings, 1941-1942 Box 4

John Allen Sharpe Sr. estate papers, 1947 Box 4

Sharpe family / ROBESONIAN business 
discussions, 1977 Box 4

ROBESONIAN materials compiled by Ann Ward 
Little, 1979-1980s Box 4
Physical Description: 3 Files 
Scope and Contents

Board meetings (1979-1982); papers relating to the sale of the newspaper to 
Park Newspapers of Lumberton, Inc.; newspaper clippings
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