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Summary

Collection Title:
Thomas Smith deed of manumission, 1803 July 19

Creator:
Smith, Thomas

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture; John Hope Franklin 
Research Center for African and African American History and Culture

Abstract:
Thomas Smith was a resident of the burrough of Norfolk, Va. Deed of manumission 
of "negro Sue," more commonly known as Susannah Mallory, former property of 
Charles King Mallory, of Elizabeth City County, [Va.?], by Thomas Smith in the 
Court of Norfolk County, Va., on 1803 July 19. In the document Smith makes it 
clear that the sixty dollars he paid for her purchase from Charles King Mallory 
was advanced entirely by Sue and that he acted only as her "Friendly agent" in the 
matter, with no interest in holding her as a slave. The deed is witnessed by Richard 
Henry Lee and R. C. Archer.

Extent:
1.0 Linear Feet (1 item)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11540

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1v36b

Preferred Citation

Thomas Smith Deed of Manumission, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library, Duke University.
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Background

Scope and Content

Deed of manumission of "negro Sue," more commonly known as Susannah 
Mallory, former property of Charles King Mallory, of Elizabeth City County, 
[Va.?], by Thomas Smith in the Court of Norfolk County, Va., on 1803 July 19. 
In the document Smith makes it clear that the sixty dollars he paid for her 
purchase from Charles King Mallory was advanced entirely by Sue and that he 
acted only as her "Friendly agent" in the matter, with no interest in holding her 
as a slave. The deed is witnessed by Richard Henry Lee and R. C. Archer.

Biographical/Historical

Thomas Smith was a resident of the burrough of Norfolk, Va.
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.
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Acquisition Information

The Thomas Smith Deed of Manumission was received by the David M. 
Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase in 2015.

Processing Information

Processed by Alice Poffinberger, October, 2017

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2015-0050-LUBMSS459
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Names and Subjects

• African Americans -- Virginia
• African American women -- Virginia
• Slave records -- Virginia
• Enslaved persons -- Emancipation -- Virginia
• Slavery -- Virginia -- History -- 19th century
• Deeds
• Smith, Thomas
• Mallory, Sue
• Mallory, Susannah
• Baskin, Lisa Unger
• Lee, Richard Henry
• Archer, R. C.
• Lisa Unger Baskin Collection (David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript 

Library)
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History 

and Culture

Collection Inventory

Deed of Manumission Oversize-folder 1
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