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Summary

Collection Title:
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) "NOW" exhibit photographs 
and related materials, 1963-1967

Source:
John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History and 
Culture

Creator:
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (U.S.); Clarke, Joffré, 1943-; Brown, 
Betty, 1934-2020; Fitch, Bob; Fletcher, Bob (Cinematographer); Lyon, Danny

Abstract:
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) played a major role in 
the American Civil Rights Movement during the 1960s; its first major photography 
exhibit was titled "NOW" and opened in New York City in July 1965. Collection 
consists chiefly of 277 black-and-white photographs in sizes ranging from 2 1/2 
x 3 1/2 inches to 16 x 20 inches, taken by SNCC photographers; a selection of 
these was used in the SNCC exhibit. Also included are paper records such as 
correspondence, fliers, brochures, and an exhibit layout diagram. Photographers 
whose work has been identified in the collection are: Joffré Clarke, Bob Fletcher, 
Danny Lyon, Fred DeVan, and Tamio Wakayama. The images were chiefly taken in 
Mississippi; other locations include Georgia, and possibly Alabama and Arkansas. 
Subjects center on conditions for African Americans in the South, voting rights 
campaigns, and civil rights marches and rallies; includes images of the 1964 
Democratic National Convention, the Mississippi Freedom Party and its own 
Freedom Vote convention, the Selma-Montgomery March, and large rallies 
in Washington, D.C. Several images show burned-out buildings and cars, and 
harassed and bloodied demonstrators. People who have been identified in the 
photographs include Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Bob Moses, and Fannie Lou 
Hamer. Acquired as part of the John Hope Franklin Research Center for African 
and African American History and Culture at Duke University.

Extent:
4.0 Linear Feet (5 boxes)
The photographs fall into three size groups: 2 1/2 x 3 1/2 inches; 5 x 7 inches; and 
larger prints ranging from 11 x 14 to 16 x 20 inches.

Language:
English

Collection ID:
RL.11932

Permalink:

- Page 3 -



Guide to the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
"NOW" exhibit photographs and related materials, 1963-1967https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m14t62

Preferred Citation

Preferred Citation: [Identification of item], Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) "NOW" exhibit photographs and related materials, David 
M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University

Return to Table of Contents

Background

Scope and Content

Collection consists chiefly of 277 black-and-white photographs in sizes ranging 
from 2 1/2 x 3 1/2 inches to 16 x 20 inches, taken by SNCC photographers 
during Southern civil rights campaigns from 1963-1965. A selection of these 
prints was used for the first major SNCC photography exhibit, curated by Betty 
Brown and George Love, which opened in New York City in July 1965 and 
was titled "NOW." The collection also includes nine folders of related paper 
records such as correspondence, fliers, brochures, and a diagram of the exhibit 
layout; there are also voting rights campaign materials, including ephemeral 
publications on the Mississippi Freedom Party and Freedom Vote, a copy of the 
U.S. Senate Voting Rights Amendment Bill, and posters with images by SNCC 
photographers.

A list of photographers whose work appeared in the NOW exhibit is also found 
in the Exhibit-Related Materials group, but with a few exceptions, library 
staff have not been able to link them to the photographs in the collection. 
Photographers whose work has been identified in the collection through initials 
or other sources are: Joffré Clarke, Bob Fletcher, Danny Lyon, Fred DeVan, and 
Tamio Wakayama.

Although the prints are almost all unidentified and unattributed, contextual 
sources indicate that they were chiefly taken in Mississippi, with some from 
Georgia and Alabama; other locations may include Maryland and Arkansas.

Subjects center on social and economic conditions for African Americans in 
rural areas and small towns, voting rights campaigns, and civil rights marches 
and rallies; includes images of the 1964 Democratic National Convention 
in Atlantic City, the Mississippi Freedom Party and its own Freedom Vote 
convention, the Selma-Montgomery March, and large rallies in Washington, D.C. 
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and harassed and bloodied demonstrators.

Images set in rural areas and African American inhabitants include photographs 
of women and children in stark conditions of poverty, laborers in cotton fields, 
men performing hog butchering, and the interiors of homes, general stores, and 
schools.

There are few images of SNCC staff, but there are a few photographs showing 
young people canvassing and volunteering for voter registration or leading 
education sessions in the fields. Notable people who have been identified in the 
photographs include civil rights activists Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Bob Moses, 
and Fannie Lou Hamer.

Biographical/Historical

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) played a major role in 
the American Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s. SNCC's major contribution 
was in its field work, organizing voter registration drives all over the South, 
especially in Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi.

In 1965, SNCC held its first major photography exhibit, "NOW." Conceived as a 
public education tool as well as a fundraising event, it opened July 15, 1965 at 
the Visual Arts Gallery in New York City. The exhibit comprised 85 photographs 
drawn from the portfolios of SNCC photographers. The exhibit was curated by 
Betty Brown (1934-2020), news editor for Popular Photography magazine and 
SNCC supporter and activist, and George Love (1937-1995), photographer and 
consultant to the project, and director of the Heliography Gallery in New York 
City. The show traveled to locations in New England, Canada, and to Detroit. 
A second show, "US," opened in 1967, and it too was planned as a traveling 
exhibit; a brochure for this second show is located in this collection.

[Source for exhibit information: SAVF-Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) (Social Action vertical file, circa 1930-2002; Archives Main 
Stacks, Mss 577, Box 47, Folder 15), report on Photo Unit in Atlanta by Joffré 
Clarke, p.2.]

Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

Arranged in three groupings: Photographs, Exhibit-Related Materials, and 
Voting Rights Materials. Proof prints are arranged in job number order; other 
photographic materials are arranged in original order as received.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Acquisition Information

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) "NOW" exhibit 
photographs and related materials were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2021.

Processing Information

Processed and described by Paula Jeannet, October 2021.
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Accession(s) described in this collection guide: 2021-0027.

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• African Americans -- Civil rights -- Mississippi -- History -- 20th century
• African American civil rights workers -- Photographs
• African American families -- Mississippi -- Portraits
• African Americans -- Mississippi -- Portraits
• African Americans -- Southern States -- Photographs
• Civil rights movements -- Mississippi -- History
• Civil rights movements -- Southern States -- Photographs
• Civil rights movements -- United States -- 20th century -- Photographs
• Civil rights workers -- United States -- History -- 20th century
• Documentary Photography -- Mississippi
• Segregation -- Southern States
• Georgia -- Photographs
• Mississippi -- Economic conditions
• Mississippi -- Photographs
• Mississippi -- Politics and government
• Mississippi -- Race relations
• Mississippi -- Social conditions -- 20th century
• Southern States -- Politics and government -- 1951-
• Southern States -- Race relations -- History -- 20th century
• Southern States -- Social conditions
• Black-and-white photographs
• Gelatin silver prints
• John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African American History 

and Culture
• Mississippi Freedom Project
• Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
• Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (U.S.)
• King, Martin Luther, Jr., 1929-1968
• Hamer, Fannie Lou
• Love, George, 1937-1995
• Wakayama, Tamio, 1941-2018
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Collection Inventory

SNCC Photographs, circa 1963-1965
Physical Description: 3.5 Linear Feet
4 boxes 100 small prints, mounted (2 1/2 x 3 1/2); 124 prints (5x7); 53 prints 
(11x14 to 16x20).
Scope and Contents

The 53 black-and-white photographs in this series derive from the work of 
photographers working with the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). Most were taken in Mississippi from 1963-1965, with some from 
Alabama, Georgia, Arkansas, and other unknown locations. Photographs were 
taken at voting rights rallies and marches, voter rights education sessions, 
Mississippi Freedom gatherings, Southern Freedom Schools, and the National 
Democratic Convention of 1964 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. There are many 
images from the Mississippi "Freedom Summer," 1963. Subjects include African 
Americans demonstrating, registering to vote, at work in agricultural fields, and 
in towns, at schools, or at their homes with families and children. Other subjects 
include African American activists, among which are Martin Luther King, Jr.; 
Bob Moses, Council of Federated Organizations; and Fannie Lou Hamer, co-
founder of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP). Other subjects 
include SNCC staff and photographers, elected officials, political candidates, 
white bystanders, and police.

The prints are almost all untitled, undated, and unattributed. Photographers in 
this series whose work has been identified through initials, the photographers' 
list in this collection, and other sources, are: Joffré Carter, Bob Fletcher, Fred 
DeVan, and Tamio Wakayama. Images identified as Danny Lyon's appear on 
two posters in the Voting Rights Materials series of this collection: "NOW" and 
"Is he protecting you?", but there are undoubtedly other photographs in this 
Photographs series which are his.

Almost all 5x7 proof prints are marked with job, roll, and frame numbers. 
The small 2/12 x 3 1/2 inch prints are not true photographs but photostatic 
halftone paper prints mounted on stiff cardstock, and are unmarked. Some of 
the large prints are mounted on acidic cardstock and sometimes have bumped 
and broken edges; please handle with care.

Photographers whose images were used in the SNCC "NOW" exhibit are listed 
on a SNCC exhibit planning document in the papers series of this collection, 
along with the state and town location of each image and a sequential number. 
There are 78 entries in all and 10 photographers on this list: Joffré Clarke; 
Bob Fletcher; Doug Harris; George Love; Danny Lyon; Francis Mitchell; Willie 
Squire; Fred De Van; Cliff Vaughs; and Tom (later Tamio) Wakayama. Although 
it can be assumed that many (but perhaps not all) of them created the images in 
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this collection, there may be other photographers whose names do not appear 
on that list but whose images are present.

There is a handful of prints (5x7 and 8x10 inches) in the Exhibit-Related 
Materials series which are related to Betty Brown's paper records.

Small mounted photostats Box 1
Physical Description: .2 Linear Feet
3 folders 100 items2 1/2 x 3 1/2 inches
Scope and Contents

These small images are mechanical rather than photographic prints, perhaps 
produced with offset lithography, and mounted to hard paper board. Most if 
not all are reproductions of other larger prints in the collection. As with other 
prints in this collection, the images are of African Americans and political 
activists taken at rural homes and fields, marches and rallies, and Freedom 
Vote events in Mississippi.

Proof prints Box 1
Physical Description: .2 Linear Feet
4 folders 124 photographs5 x 7 inches
Scope and Contents

These glossy 5x7 proof prints were taken in rural homes and fields, marches 
and rallies, and Freedom Vote events in Mississippi. Some may have been 
used as exhibit prints. The great majority have the job, roll, and frame 
numbers stamped on the backs and this informs their arrangement. With a 
few exceptions, the proof prints are undated and unattributed.

Known content or photographer:

The first few prints bear the initials J.C. and are by Joffré Clarke of the SNCC 
Atlanta Photo Department; there are several action shots of Fannie Lou 
Hamer at a Washington, D.C. rally, another is a well-known half-bust portrait 
of her. A copy of the latter is also located in the Exhibit-Related series, along 
with several prints taken by Clarke in Freedom Schools.

Print 248-13-16 of a Black man registering to vote under the eye of a white 
local official with a cigar, is listed as having been taken by Tamio Wakayama 
in southwest Georgia, 1963, in This Light of Ours: Activist Photographers in 
the Civil Rights Movement, ed. Leslie G. Kelen, 2011. There are several other 
job 248 prints, likely to be by Wakayama.

Martin Luther King, Jr.'s profile appears in an action shot, print 283-1-9. He 
appears again at an unidentified march, print 291-2-26.
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"B.F." appears on several job #289 prints - likely denoting either 
photographer Bob Fitch or Bob Fletcher.

Large prints Box 2
Box 3
Box 4
Box 5

Physical Description: 3.5 Linear Feet
4 boxes 53 photographsbetween 11 x 14 and 16 x 20 inches
Scope and Contents

These large gelatin silver prints are untitled, unattributed, and undated. Most 
are unmounted, but a few are on board stock which is acidic and sometimes 
brittle. Please handle these large prints with care. Four are mounted on 
thicker, harder stock, and have cork bumpers on the backs.

Known content or photographer:

P-0024 is of Council of Federated Organizations (COFO) leader Robert Moses 
at the Democratic National Convention, 1964, speaking to a reporter who is 
only visible as hands in foreground, writing in a notebook. A proof print with 
this information is in box 1, 5x7 prints, but no attribution is given. Source:
This Light of Ours: Activist Photographers in the Civil Rights Movement, ed. 
Leslie G. Kelen, 2011.

P-0031 is of a man looking up at a window with civil rights literature on 
it, shot from inside the building, by Tamio Wakayama, Mound Bayou, MS, 
1964. Source: This Light of Ours: Activist Photographers in the Civil Rights 
Movement, ed. Leslie G. Kelen, 2011.

Return to Table of Contents

Exhibit-Related Materials, 1965-1967
Physical Description: .2 Linear Feet
5 folders; 2 oversize folders 
Scope and Contents

Found among the personal papers of Betty Brown (d. 2020), who curated the 
1965 SNCC exhibit along with George Love, these materials offer context for 
the SNCC exhibit. A handful of correspondence from photographers, activists 
-and one probably from Betty herself to her parents - discuss the exhibit and 
conditions for SNCC staff in Mississippi in 1965.

Photographs found with planning papers, 1965? Box 1

- Page 10 -



Guide to the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
"NOW" exhibit photographs and related materials, 1963-1967

Scope and Contents

This small group of 5x7 and 8x10 inch prints includes a well-known portrait 
of Mississippi activist Fannie Lou Hamer by Joffré Clarke, images of girls (in 
a Freedom School?), likely also by Clarke, a voting rights education session in 
the fields, and a mounted picture of an older Black man with hat and suit, a 
battered empty pan in hand, with "Freedom" as top caption.

Betty Brown correspondence, 1965 Box 1

Scope and Contents

One of the letters is unsigned, but is likely from Betty Brown, exhibit 
designer, to her parents; it describes her work for the exhibit and the 
particulars of its organization and opening. Other letters are from Joffré 
Clarke, John Lewis, and others, thanking Brown for her work and conveying 
information or instructions for various photographs.

As a way to thank Brown, Clarke mentions enclosing several prints that are 
now located in another folder in this collection: his well-known portrait of 
Fannie Lou Hamer, and images from the Freedom School in Albany, Georgia.

A letter from Marilyn Lowen, a SNCC photographer, on Mississippi Freedom 
Democratic Party letterhead, was posted from Tougaloo, Mississippi; in it 
she talks about "Bob" [Fletcher?] being in Belzoni, Miss., on trial for reckless 
driving, which caused a delay in photography shooting, and includes an 
anonymous poem called "Who what dropped when?", which was published in 
a collection entitled Freedom School Poetry, published by SNCC in 1966.

"NOW:" the photographers [list], circa 1965 Box 1

Scope and Contents

On this typewritten list (2 copies) are the photographers whose images were 
used in the SNCC "NOW" exhibit: Joffré Clarke; Bob Fletcher; Doug Harris; 
George Love; Danny Lyon; Francis Mitchell; Willie Squire; Fred De Van; 
Cliff Vaughs; and Tom (later Tamio) Wakayama. There is also a copy marked 
"uncorrected list."

The names form part of an image list which includes the location of each 
image (various towns and cities in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Maryland, 
New York City, Ohio, Mississippi; New York City and Washington D.C.; and 
the Democratic National Convention). There are 78 entries in all and 10 
photographers on this list. A footnote explains that photographer George 
Love, who is on the list, designed the exhibit with Betty Brown, and is the 
director of the Heliography Gallery in N.Y.

Although it can be assumed many of these photographers are responsible for 
the photographs found in this collection, there may be other photographers 
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whose names do not appear on this list but whose images are present in this 
collection.

Exhibit layout planning: Section 2, "Action" Box 1

Scope and Contents

Contains eight proof prints and a handwritten, annotated list of images, with 
descriptors, all related to one exhibit section entitled "Action." Some of the 
proofs are marked on the back with BF and are probably by Bob Fletcher.

This is the only group of materials in the collection related to a specific 
exhibit section. See the large diagram of the exhibit layout for the location of 
this section.

Brochure for opening of second SNCC exhibit 
"US" , 1967 February Box 1

Oversize New York Times newspaper clipping 
about the SNCC "NOW" exhibit [photocopy, 2 
copies], 1965 July 25 Box 2

Oversize exhibit layout, hand-drawn in pencil, 
1965? Box 4

Return to Table of Contents

Voting Rights Materials, 1963?-1965
Physical Description: .2 Linear Feet
4 folders; 2 oversize folders 
Scope and Contents

This small group consists of ephemeral and published print materials related 
to the 1950s-1960s voting rights campaigns in the South. Two posters in this 
collection have images by photographer Danny Lyons.

"Birth of a voter," article by Bob Adelman, 
CORE (reprinted from 1963 Ebony Magazine), 
1963? Box 1

Freedom Primer No. 1, The Convention 
challenge and the Freedom Vote, 1964 Box 1

Scope and Contents

This 12-page typed booklet is organized in question format and explains in 
plain language the political and social aspects of the National Democratic 
Convention, the Freedom Democratic Party, the Mississippi Freedom Vote, 
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and the voting rights movement. It is an ephemeral publication, unattributed 
and undated, though the date can be extrapolated from the narrative. 
It is illustrated throughout with small hand-drawn ink sketches, and the 
entire front cover is a black-and-white photograph taken at the Freedom 
Democratic Party convention of a speaker on stage in front of a seated 
audience. Booklet is stapled (cover is loose) and measures 8 1/2 x 11 inches.

Essays on the voting rights campaign and the 
Selma march, "The New Republic" , 1965 April 
3 Box 1

Scope and Contents

The articles: "A walk in Alabama, by Andrew Kopkind; "Who is Jimmie Lee 
Jackson?" [incomplete], and "The voting rights bill is tough," by Alexander M. 
Bickel. These all appeared in The New Republic April 3, 1965 issue.

Access Restrictions:

Please use photocopies provided in folder; originals are brittle and restricted 
to use.

Bill S. 1564, In the Senate of the United 
States...A bill to enforce the 15th amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, 1965 
March 18 Box 1

Scope and Contents

A printed copy, 12 pages stapled, of the bill to establish the Voting Rights Act, 
the 15th Constitutional Amendment. Stamped on first page, upper right, in 
black ink, "Robert F. Kennedy."

SNCC posters: "Now!" - SNCC Atlanta, and 
"Send them to day camp", 1960s Box 2

Physical Description: 2 items 
Scope and Contents

1) "NOW!" - Publicity poster for SNCC Atlanta office, photograph of Black 
male protesters with hands in the air by Danny Lyon 2) "Send them to day 
camp - they'll like it and so will you"; shows four small Black children, one 
carrying a stick, walking alone on a street, photographer unidentified.

Aaron Henry for Governor, Mississippi Freedom 
Vote posters, 1963 Box 3

Physical Description: 3 items 12 x 18 inches
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Scope and Contents

Posters: 1) Image: Mississippi Highway Patrol officer, photograph by Danny 
Lyon. Main text: Is he protecting you? / Freedom Vote / Elect Aaron Henry for 
Governor, Ed King for Lt. Governor 2) Image: Two small Black male children, 
barefoot, sitting on porch of wooden shack, photographer unknown. Main 
text: Give them a future in Mississippi / Freedom Vote / Elect Aaron Henry for 
Governor, Ed King for Lt. Governor 3) Image: A person of indeterminate race 
working in agricultural field, photographer unknown. Main text: What does 
the future hold for the farm worker? / Freedom Vote / Elect Aaron Henry for 
Governor, Ed King for Lt. Governor.

Posters measure 12x18 inches and images are in black-and-white. The 
distributor of the posters is the Committee to Elect Aaron Henry, 1072 Lynch 
St., Jackson, Mississippi.

Return to Table of Contents
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