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Summary

Collection Title:
Tamar R. Stone papers, 1911-2023

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Creator:
Stone, Tamar R.

Abstract:
Tamar Stone is a book artist whose one-of-a-kind works are made from fabric with 
embroidered text. This collection contains her book drafts, research materials, 
fabric and embroidery samples, book mock-ups, exhibition catalogs, press 
clippings, and correspondence with book dealers and collectors. The majority of 
the collection consists of documentation of the production of her Corset Books and 
her Bed Books.

Extent:
10 Linear Feet
59.4 Gigabytes

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.11258

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1ss9r

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Tamar R. Stone papers, David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

The collection consists of materials related to Tamar Stone's work as a book 
artist. It includes fabric samples, embroidery samples, book mock-ups, color 
photographs of works in progress, book drafts, research materials, exhibition 
catalogs, press clippings, and correspondence with book dealers and collectors. 
The majority of the collection documents the production of Stone's Corset Books 
and Bed Books. This collections also includes books and electronic records.

Biographical/Historical

Tamar Stone is a New York-based book artist who has been active since 
the 1990s. Her work explores issues of women's appearance, self-esteem, 
restrictions, and assimilations. Each of her unique works are in the form of 
either a corset or a bed with the text of stories stitched into the fabric.

Stone holds a BFA in photography from Pratt Institute, and an MFA in film 
production from NYU. Her works are held by many academic libraries, as well 
as The New York Public Library, The Museum of Modern Art and The Victoria 
and Albert Museum.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged into series for Bed Books, Corset Books, Paper Books, Publicity, 
Catalogs, Artists' Books, and Artworks Materials. Book materials are arranged 
chronologically by work.

Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library
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411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that may 
need to be reformatted before use. Contact Research Services for access.

Some materials in this collection are fragile and may require extra assistance 
from staff. Contact Research Services for access.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that 
require special equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Acquisition Information

The Tamar R. Stone papers were received by the David M. Rubenstein Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library as a gift in 2014, 2019, and 2023.

Processing Information

Processed by Kelly Wooten 2014, and Megan Lewis July, 2019.

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2014-0151, 2019-0100

Accession 2023-0098 processed and finding aid updated by Ofelia Lopez and 
[Matthew] Farrell.

Use Restrictions

The copyright interests in this collection have not been transferred to 
Duke University. For more information, consult the copyright section of 
the Regulations and Procedures of the David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library.

Return to Table of Contents
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Related Materials

Separated Material

Completed artworks by Tamar Stone have been individually cataloged 
separately from this archival collection:

The untitled pink corset book, 2000

He said... She said..., [2003]

Dolls on the road , [2007]

Caution & Counsel, [2012]

"This will be yours...", [2013-2020]

Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Artists' books
• Feminism in art.
• Furniture in art.
• Underwear in art.
• Artists' books by women
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture

Collection Inventory

Corset Books, 2000-2015
Scope and Contents

Many of the files on individual works contain color slides and photographs, 
fabric and embroidery samples, research and correspondence. This series does 
not include the completed works, which have been separately cataloged when 
held.

Pink Corset Book (Corset Book #1), 2000 Box 1
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Box 7

General

Box 1: Pink Corset Book documentation Box 7: Pink Corset Book dummy

The Vital System, Good Sense, Little Beauty 
(Corset Book #2), 2000 Box 1

The Rational Corset Body (Corset Book #3), 
2002 Box 1

To Make Her Look Her Best (Corset Book #4), 
2002 Box 1

General

"White corset book"

Childhood Comfort (Corset Book #5), 2003 Box 1

Gracefulness of Motion is Delightful (Corset 
Book #6), 2003 Box 1

General

"pink child vest book"

What to Wear Vol. 1 (Corset Book #9), 
2004-2005 Box 8

C is for Curvature (Corset Book #10), 2005 Box 8

The Upholstered Cage (Corset Book #11), 2005 Box 8

General

Includes slides and dummy.

What to Wear Vol. 2 (Corset Book #12), 2006 Box 8

General

All working files for this piece are at the Beineke Library along with the piece 
itself.

To Ensure Grace for Her (Corset Book #13), 
2006 Box 8

Society's Corset (Corset Book #14), 2007 Box 8
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Causes of Female Influence (Corset Book #15), 
2007 Box 8

Physical Description: 3 folders 

Health, Strength, Grace, and Symmetry, Vol. 1 
(Corset Book #16), 2007 Box 8

Health, Strength, Grace, and Symmetry, Vol. 2 
(Corset Book #17), 2007 Box 8

Physical Description: 2 folders 

Individual Design Report (Corset Book #18), 
2008 Box 8

Dress Versus Woman (Corset Book #19), 2010 Box 8
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Mechanics of Beauty (Corset Book #20), 
2011-2012 Box 9

Physical Description: 4 folders 

Caution and Counsel (Corset Book #21), 
2012-2014 Box 9

Physical Description: 4 folders 

Return to Table of Contents

Bed Books, 2003-2017
Scope and Contents

This series includes research materials, samples, and mock-ups, but does not 
include the completed Bed Books, which have been cataloged separately from 
this archival collection.

He Said She Said (Bed Book #1), 2003 Box 3

Household Comfort (Bed Book #2), 2004 Box 3

Asylum Institution Sanitarium (Bed Book #3), 
2004 Box 3

A Case of Confinement (Bed Book #4), 2005 Box 3

Brought to Bed (Bed Book #5), 2006 Box 3

- Page 8 -



Guide to the Tamar R. Stone papers, 1911-2023

It's Where I Am Now (Bed Book #6), 2006-2007 Box 3

Taking to Bed (Bed Book #7), 2007 Box 3

Cure Bed (Bed Book #8), 2008 Box 8
Physical Description: 3 folders 
General

Includes research, correspondence, print and embroidery samples, and color 
photos.

A Very Safe Place (Bed Book #9), 2009 Box 3

This is the End of a Long Tedious Journey (Bed 
Book #10), 2010 Box 3

General

Oregon Trail/Frontier

Things Girls Like To Do (Bed Book #11), 
2010-2011 Box 3

General

Child housework

His Thanks Was Enough (Bed Book #12), 2013 Box 9

General

Civil war cot

A Useful Domestic Exercise (Bed Book #13), 
2007-2015 Box 9

The Bronte Bed (Bed Book #14), 2015-2016 Box 9

But Didn't Sleep Much (Bed Book #15), 
2013-2017 Box 9

Return to Table of Contents

Paper Books, 1998-2007

to exert (as oneself), 1999

To exert-as oneself (8 folders) Box 2
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To exert-as oneself (dummy) Box 5

your/my insecurities are my limbs, 1998

Your/ my insecurities are my limbs (4 folders) Box 1

Dolls on the Road, 2007

Dolls on the road Box 3

Return to Table of Contents

Publicity, Catalogs, and Artists' Books, 1992-2019
Access Restrictions:

Access note. Some materials are electronic records that require special 
equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Priscilla Juvelis, Inc. Box 3

Works in progress, 2003 Box 3

Publicity and catalogs Box 4
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Artist's books by various artists, 1992-1996 Box 6

Publicity, sales, shows, 2016-2019 Box 9
Physical Description: 3 folders 

Electronic Sales documents, 2022-2023 Digital-materials RL11258-
SET-0004

Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 0.3 Megabytes
2 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains document files

Return to Table of Contents

Artwork Materials, approximately 1911-2022
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Scope and Contents

This series contains mainly materials related to the production of works whose 
theme is the corset. This series also contains materials related to Bed works, 
books, photographs, calendars, newspaper clippings, and fabrics.

Access Restrictions:

This series includes fragile materials and may require extra assistance from 
staff. Contact Research Services for access.

Access note. Some materials are electronic records that require special 
equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

The Effect of the Whole: Embroided Braces 
Book Box 10

The Effect of the Whole: Working Folder Box 10

The Effect of the Whole: Tape Box 10

The Effect of the Whole: Tape Fabric Pieces and 
Samples Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

What Mothers Want: Working Folder Box 10

What Mothers Want: Draft not Final Old Text Box 10

What Mothers Want: Final Bk1 Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

What Mothers Want: SM. Crinoline Paper 
Dummies Box 10

What Mothers Want: Bk2 The Mother Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Conventual Burdens: Crin Cage Box 10

Conventual Burdens: Old Text Box 10
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Conventual Burdens: Paper Dummy Final Box 10

Conventual Burdens: Hoop Skirt Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Conventual Burdens: Fabric Samples Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Conventual Burdens: Form the Figure Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Conventual Burdens: Printed Fabric Tests Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Conventual Burdens: Source Materals Box 10

Conventual Burdens: Inspiration Trim Layout Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Things Girls Like to Do Box 10

Mechanical Dolls Box 10

Bed This Will Be Yours Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Bed Bronte Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

He Said She Said Box 10
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Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Print Samples Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Beautiful Girlhood Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Addit Sample Corset Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

In Progress With Marilyn Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Miscellaneous Box 10

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Corsets: Books, Articles, Web Search, 
Pamphlets Box 10

Bustles, Crinolines Box 10

Bustles and Crinoline Patents Box 10

Corset Ads, Texts Ferris Box 10

Corset Ads, Texts All Other Box 10

Corsets: Images, Pics Box 10

Corsets: Dress Reform Box 11

Corsets Historical Misc 1 of 2 Box 11
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Patents Misc Non Corsets Box 11

Corsets Patents Box 11

Spinal Curuature Box 11

The Corset Work Book 1 Box 11

The Corset Work Book 2 Box 11

Corset Text Vol. 1 to Vol. 5 Box 11

The Bed Work Book 1 Box 11

The Bed Work Book 2 Box 11

CV and Other Work Box 11

Englishwoman's Domestic Magazine text Box 11

Tamar Stone Archive Box 11

Peerless Women Box 11

Photographs Box 11

Corsets Miscellaneous Box 11

Scope and Contents

It contains fabrics

Book: Everybody's Own Physician, or How to 
Acquire and Preserve Health, by C. W. Gleason, 
M.D., 1874 Box 11

Kabo Corsets Box 13

The Saturday Evening Post, 1911 Box 13

Corsets Advertisements Box 13

Naked Girls Calendars, 1950s-1960s Box 13

Games for the Playground, Home, School and 
Gymnasium, 1923 Box 12
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Scope and Contents

Book

Homeopathic Treatment of Diseases, 1923 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Book

Macfadden's Encyclopedia of Physical Culture 
Vol I - V, 1911-1924 Box 12

Woman's Institute of Domestic Arts and 
Sciences. Corsets and Close-Fitting Patterns, 
1923 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Book

Woman's Institute of Domestic Arts and 
Sciences. Tight Linings and Boning, 1920 Box 12

Scope and Contents

Book

Garment Drafting Machine Box 12

Scope and Contents

Book

The Sleeve Box 12

Scope and Contents

Book

Corset Box 14

Scope and Contents

1 Corset

Access Restrictions:

Corset is fragile and may require staff assistance.

Dressmaking Pattern Box 15
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Scope and Contents

1 Metal Frame

Access Restrictions:

Dressmaking Pattern is fragile and may require staff assistance.

Bed Work - This Will Be Yoursâ€¦ electronic 
records, 2013-2020 Digital-materials RL11258-

SET-0001
Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 8 Gigabytes
535 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains still image, document, and video files.

Corset Books Work - Society's Corset electronic 
records, 2022 Digital-materials RL11258-

SET-0001
Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 12 Megabytes
1 file 
Scope and Contents

Contains a document file.

Corset Books Work - The Effect of the Whole 
electronic records, 2003-2022 Digital-materials RL11258-

SET-0001
Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 5 Gigabytes
613 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains still image, document, and video files.

Corset Books Work - What Mothers want 
electronic records, 2003-2022 Digital-materials RL11258-

SET-0002
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Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 16 Gigabytes
1097 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains still image, document, and video files.

Corset Books Work - Conventionl Burdens 
SmallCrinCage (sic) electronic records, 
2008-2021 Digital-materials RL11258-

SET-0003
Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 12 Gigabytes
784 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains still image, document, and video files.

Working Corset Pics Images Research, 
2000-2022 Digital-materials RL11258-

SET-0004
Box Digital Media Box Run Box 
17 > Disk RL11258-USB-0001

Physical Description: 15 Gigabytes
1629 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains still image and document files.

Return to Table of Contents
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