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Summary

Collection Title:
Strange Fire Collective records, 2015-2023

Creator:
Strange Fire Collective (Artists' collective); Dugan, Jess T.; Murff, Zora J.; Soldi, 
Rafael; Glasgow, Hamidah, 1962-

Source:
Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture; Archive of Documentary 
Arts (Duke University)

Abstract:
The Strange Fire Collective was a group of interdisciplinary artists, curators, and 
writers founded in 2015 by Jess T. Dugan, Rafael Soldi, Hamidah Glasgow, and 
Zora J. Murff to support the work of women, people of color, and queer and trans 
artists. Materials include physical and digital records such as printed ephemera, 
poster reproductions and sheets, exhibition guides and catalogs, social media files, 
administrative materials, and other files collected by Strange Fire Collective's 
website spanning 2015-2023. Topics explored in the collection include expressions 
of identity, gender and sexuality, racism, and current political and social issues. 
Acquired as part of the Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture 
and the Archive of Documentary Arts.

Extent:
1.25 Linear Feet (2 boxes)
15.4 Gigabytes (9701 files)

Language:
Materials in English

Collection ID:
RL.13026

Permalink:
https://idn.duke.edu/ark:/87924/m1hx7w

Preferred Citation

[Identification of item], Strange Fire Collective records, David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University

Return to Table of Contents
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Background

Scope and Content

The Strange Fire Collective records focus on works from women artists, artists 
of color, LGBTQ+ artists, alongside the internal activities of the Strange Fire 
Collective spanning 2015-2023 and materials from the collective's website. 
Collection materials consist of physical and digital items created by staff of 
Strange Fire Collective and various contributing members of the collective. 
Physical materials include printed ephemera, poster reproductions, exhibition 
and gallery guides, and other assorted materials. Digital materials include 
meeting logs, guidelines, photos, social media files from Facebook, Instagram, 
and Twitter, video files, essays, interviews, various materials pulled from 
Strange Fire Collective's website, and other assorted materials. Topics 
throughout the collection include explorations of identity, racism, gender and 
sexuality, and current political and social issues.

Biographical/Historical

Strange Fire Collective was formed in 2015 by founding members Jess T. Dugan, 
Rafael Soldi, Hamidah Glasgow, and Zora J. Murff. Dedicated to increasing the 
visibility of work by women, people of color, and queer and trans artists, the 
group was made of interdisciplinary artists, curators, writers, and educators. 
The collective was a volunteer-based organization that was designed to create 
dialogue and community with publications, exhibitions, and events that were 
affordable, accessible, and socially relevant. Strange Fire Collective ceased 
publishing in print and online in December 2022.

Source: Strange Fire Collective website, https://www.strangefirecollective.com/, 
accessed December 30, 2024.

Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are arranged into two series by format: Physical Materials and Digital 
Materials.

Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library

411 Chapel Drive
Duke University
Durham 27708
askRL@duke.edu
URL: https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/

Access Restrictions

Access restricted. The "Admin Folder" file contains administrative materials 
which are closed by donors until 2049. Contact Research Services with 
questions.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that 
require special equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Use Restrictions

Materials created by Strange Fire Collective are governed by a CC BY-NC-
ND 4.0 license as explained here: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/4.0/.

However, some materials by other creators may carry other copyright 
considerations. For more information, consult the Rubenstein Library's 
Citations, Permissions, and Copyright guide.

Acquisition Information

The Strange Fire Collective records were received by the David M. Rubenstein 
Rare Book & Manuscript Library as a purchase from Strange Fire in 2023 and 
2024.

Processing Information

Processed by Paula Jeannet, September 2023; Tere Elizalde, January 2025

Accessions described in this collection guide: 2023-0140, 2024-0056
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Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Art -- United States -- Exhibitions -- 21st century
• Art -- Political aspects
• Art and social action -- United States
• Gay artists -- United States
• Minority artists -- United States
• Minority women artists -- United States
• Transgender artists -- United States
• Women artists -- United States
• Exhibition catalogs
• Postcards
• Posters
• electronic records (digital records)
• Strange Fire Collective (Artists' collective)
• Sallie Bingham Center for Women's History and Culture
• Archive of Documentary Arts (Duke University)

Collection Inventory

Physical Materials
Scope and Contents

Contains printed ephemera, poster reproductions and sheets, exhibition 
catalogs and gallery guides, and printouts from Strange Fire Collective's 
website spanning 2015-2022. Also included are materials related to the 2019 
Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design that featured works by artist members of 
the collective and a presentation by the collective's founders, an exhibit catalog 
for All we carry that was built from the interview archives of Strange Fire and 
was part of the Study Hall series at Pratt Institute, and poster reproductions by 
over 100 artists supported by the collective since its founding inspired by the 
visual artist Felix Gonzales-Torres (1957-1996).

Printed paper reproductions of artists' works, 
2015-2019 Box 1

Physical Description: 1.0 Linear Feet
1 box 
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Scope and Contents

Contains over 100 thin poster sheets measuring 16x20 inches; each sheet 
features a single work by a Strange Fire Collective artist. A duplicate set is 
also present in the box.

Publicity postcards and conference booklet, 
2019 and undated Box 2

Exhibit catalogs: Agency (2016),   Signal Boost
(2018) , 2016-2018 Box 2

Exhibit catalogs: In this body of mine (2020), 
 All we carry (2021) , 2020-2021 Box 2

Printouts of website posts, chiefly artist 
interviews by Strange Fire Collective co-
founders, 2016-2019 Box 2

Return to Table of Contents

Digital Materials
Scope and Contents

Contains digital files spanning 2015-2023 including those related to the 
administrative activities of Strange Fire Collective, exhibitions, programs, 
and publications online and in-person, social media files, and various files 
originating from the collective's website. Materials depict various guidelines, 
photographs of members, meeting notes, audiovisual files, essays, interviews, 
book reviews, content from Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter, and other 
assorted materials.

Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Administrative materials are closed by donors until 2049. 
Contact Research Services with questions.

Access note. Some materials in this collection are electronic records that 
require special equipment. Contact Research Services with questions.

Admin Folder, 2015-2022 Digital-materials RL13026-
SET-0001

Physical Description: 60.7 Megabytes
101 files 
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Scope and Contents

Contains doucment and image files related to administrative activities of 
Strange Fire Collective including information on contributors, guidelines, 
group photos, internship searches, meeting logs, and other assorted 
materials.

Access Restrictions:

Access restricted. Administrative materials are closed by donors until 2049. 
Contact Research Services with questions.

Book Reviews, 2018-2022 Digital-materials RL13026-
SET-0002

Physical Description: 225 Megabytes
38 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains document files for book reviews posted on Strange Fire Collective's 
website.

Exhibitions, Programs and Publications, 
2016-2022 Digital-materials RL13026-

SET-0002
Physical Description: 10.7 Gigabytes
355 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains document, image, and video files related to various exhibitions, 
programs, and publications created by different artists and the Strange 
File Collective such as Agency ,   An Active and Urgent Telling ,   Call and 
Response ,   Four Degrees ,   In this body of mine ,   Institutional Questions 
Questioning Institutions ,   Interior Life ,   Momentous Gesture ,   Opening 
the Gates ,   Signal Boost ,   Stacks in this body of mine ,   Strange Fire 
Celebrates 5 Years ,   Strange Fire Collective at Perspectives Gallery ,   The 
High Wall 2020 , and   The High Wall 2022 .

Resources , circa 2015-2022 Digital-materials RL13026-
SET-0002

Physical Description: 416 Megabytes
12 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains document files related to informational resources found on Strange 
Fire Collective's website.

- Page 8 -



Guide to the Strange Fire Collective records, 2015-2023

Social Media , 2015-2023 Digital-materials RL13026-
SET-0002

Physical Description: 835 Megabytes
8882 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains image, video, and web files pulled from Strange Fire Collective's 
social media pages for Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Materials include 
social media posts and comments by the collective, social media takeovers by 
contributors, messages, and other assorted materials.

Weekly Features , 2015-2022 Digital-materials RL13026-
SET-0002

Physical Description: 3.21 Gigabytes
313 files 
Scope and Contents

Contains document files for essays and interviews published on Strange Fire 
Collective's website.

Return to Table of Contents
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